
Functions of the Media



The Media
Sets the Agenda 

For Viewers



The Media 
Serves 

as 
Watchdog



The Media Acts as 
Gatekeeper





The Media Helps 
Political Socialization



The Media
Provides a Political Forum



The Media (Mostly) Are 
Private Corporations 

Who Want to 
Make Profits

Right now, good 
journalism doesn’t 

always profit…. 
Newspapers?  

Network news bureaus?


