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New England Regional Genealogical Conference 2003
by Joyce Pendery
FGS members who attended NERGC 2003 at Sea Crest
Conference Center from November 6-9 know it was a sell
out event! Attendance exceeded the conference organizer’s
highest expectations. As a result, meals were sold out before the conference began, and many were turned
away from the lectures they really wanted to
hear because the rooms filled so quickly. On
Saturday morning, one lecturer even repeated her two most popular lectures. Dick
Eastman wrote a glowing account of the
conference in his newsletter. The only
thing he forgot to mention was the Saturday evening view of the lunar eclipse over
Old Silver Beach and Buzzard’s Bay, enjoyed
by a number of diners who slipped out of the
dining hall for a few minutes at just the right time.
Attendees came from all over the country. One man
drove from Texas, bringing along a large suitcase filled
with old photographs to be looked at during the photo
workshop! He ended up with a separate consultation

with the lecturer and was apparently very happy with
what he learned. Twin sisters who came from Kansas
and Oklahoma surprised several people who talked to
one and then turned around to see the other.
Several of the lecturers, although based in New England, are nationally known, and their lectures at
NERGC were very well attended, as were the
lectures of the key note speakers. Experts
and those interested in DNA research
enjoyed hearing Bennett Greenspan and
Tom Roderick. The Computer Track
drew large audiences at each session. Four
of the NERGC computer track lecturers
will present lectures at GenTech in St.
Louis in January 2004. Our own Donna
Walcovy gave the Falmouth Genealogical
Society’s sponsored lecture on “Irish Web Sites.”
To fulfill their requirement of twenty hours of volunteer
service during the conference, FGS also staffed the
Hospitality Desk in the lobby during the conference. It
Continued on page 3

Calendar of Meetings for 2004
Saturdays, 10 a.m., Falmouth Public Library
January 10
February 14
March 13
April 10
May 8
June 12

Workshop – Getting Started
Genealogy via Internet
Mayflower Descendants – Bette Innes Bradway, Historian
General, Mayflower Society (rescheduled from December 13)
DNA – Bob Rice, FGS
Migrations Out of Mass. – David Dearborn, FASG, NEHGS
Annual Meeting, Another Approach – Marge Gibson, FGS

The Falmouth Genealogical Society

Program Notes on Society Meeting December 13
How to Find a Woman’s Maiden Name
by John Caspole

often done in needlepoint or cross stitch), gravestones
(might reveal wife’s maiden name) and US Census,
death records (which might show a woman’s maiden
name when there was a child’s death), divorce records
(may give a clue where to find the maiden name and
the marriage place), court, probate (look for probate
index) and land, widow’s veteran pensions.

The scheduled speaker for this date, the Executive
director of the Mayflower Society, had to attend a
funeral and will be rescheduled in the spring. In her
place we utilized an excellent video presentation produced by the New England Historic Genealogical
Society featuring David Dearborn speaking on How to
Find a Woman’s Maiden Name.

• Use published indexes and finding aids. Mr. Dearborn
suggested the following:

The time and place in which a person lived can affect
the resources available and can be the causes of
“blackwalls” (seemingly empty space with no apparent
information). The US census began in 1790 and anyone
living here before then will be hard to track. Land
records are most important in tracking a woman’s
maiden name. The War of 1812 and the Civil War
provide us with pension records. The applicant for a
pension had to file volumes of papers to be granted the
pension.

The International Genealogy Index (IGI) Published
by the LDS Church and available at local family
History Centers and at the Family History Library
in Salt Lake City.
The American Genealogy Biographical Index
(ABGI): Available through the Godfry Library in
Middletown Connecticut.
The Every Name Index from NEHGS that lists all
names in the NEHGS REGISTER.

Record Sources and Strategies:
• Work from the known to the unknown.

Periodical Source Index (PERSI) published by the
Fort Wayne and Allen County Library in Indiana.
(Look for instances of family name.)

• Look for the marriage record itself that may provide
additional information.

Torrey’s New England Marriages prior to 1700 –
FGS has on CD in our genealogy section.

• The marriage may never have been recorded and she
may have had a previous marriage or remarried after
her spouse’s death. It was not common for women to
be listed in early censuses nor be permitted to own
property. However, when her husband died she
became the head of household and could enter into
legal contracts. Who would she turn to in time of
crisis? – Blood relatives who just might be witnesses to
sureties or bonds.

County Histories also known as mugbooks which
were a commercial venture.
Use the NEHGS library and their Manuscripts,
Local libraries, local Historic Societies and catalogs
on the web as the National Union Catalog.
Family Bibles: Many old family bibles have been
deposited in local libraries and NEHGS. Search
where the family may have lived to discover them.
Broaden out the search by finding out about all the
children of that couple. May be that one of them or
their descendants might have an old Bible.

• Learn all possible about the woman’s husband, his
education, occupation(s) military service, etc.
• Put together a chronology or time line of important
events happening in that era.
• Look for alternative records. Church records (try to
determine the religion of the family), birth records,
newspapers (often published marriage records),
private records or journals (yes, look for samplers

This is a synopsis of his presentation. He cited many
examples using his research on his own family lines to
demonstrate how things are found.
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Cemetery Project Report
by John Caspole
In the fall of 2002 we began this project, to record all
the gravestones in Falmouth’s Cemeteries and publish
them first on our website and perhaps as a book. We are
moving slowly as a few volunteers are doing the outdoor
work on good days in spring and fall. We want the
results of this project to be accurate and therefore a
reliable reference for researchers. We hope that during
January, February and March when you are stuck
indoors you can help us with some of the easy tasks
such as entering the data. You can do it when and where
you want. Help will be only an e-mail or phone call
away. Please call or contact Donna Walcovy and volunteer some time. She would not only appreciate it but it
would recognize the important efforts she has made in
leading this project. I will, will you?

Thank you from the Town
Town Administrator Robert L. Whritenour Jr. wrote
the following letter on September 30, 2003 to John
Caspole, president of the Falmouth Genealogical
Society:

“On behalf of the Board of Selectmen,
Park Director Brian Dale and the
Historical Commission, I want to thank
you for helping with the gravestone
restoration project at the town’s Old
Burying Ground last August.
“When Brian and I stopped by the
cemetery, our restoration experts Jim and
Minie Fannin told me how much they
appreciated the interest and dedication
of the volunteers who were working with
them. With you[r] continued support I
am sure we can continue to improve the
condition of the old stones in the
cemetery. I hope we can count on you[r]
help when the Fannins return next
spring.”

NERGC
Continued from page 1
was a convenient place for members to meet, and we
answered many inquiries about where to eat, where to
find an ATM, and where to find lobster or pub music
or the nearest Christmas Tree Shop.
The next NERGC Conference will be held at the
Holiday Inn in Portland, Maine from March 31-April
3, 2005. The last Portland Conference held there was
also a great success, so mark your calendars now, and
begin making plans to be there.

The Woods Hole Historical Collection used this photograph of the Old Methodist Cemetery and Falmouth Poor House in its Winter 2004 issue
of Spritsail, a journal of the history of Falmouth and vicinity edited by Mary Lou Smith and published by the WHHC. Working on the journal’s
feature story on the Falmouth Poor House, the Spritsail editorial board was delighted to find this picture on the Cemetery Project page of Donna
Wolcovy’s Falmouth Genealogical Society web site. Donna found the photograph in Falmouth By the Sea, originally published by the Falmouth
Board of Trade and Industry in 1896, and reprinted with additions by the Falmouth Chamber of Commerce in 1976. Since the article focuses
mainly on the Poor House, the Spritsail board has asked Donna to write an article about the Old Methodist Cemetery for an upcoming issue.
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Three Sisters from Stanstead, Suffolk, England
One of the three ended up marrying a man from Barnstable, MA, but that’s ahead of the story.
by Bob Rice
A majority of English immigrants to New England
came from East Anglia, England which includes Suffolk
and Essex Counties. Gov. John Winthrop of the Massachusetts Bay Colony was from Groton on the southern
edge of Suffolk very near Essex County but his family
had been in Hitcham a few miles north and only three
miles from Stanstead. Stanstead is a very small village
even today. All the towns mentioned were wool towns
where herding sheep to producing cloth were important
cottage industries. Constable painted mostly scenes
from this area also known as the Stour River Valley.
John Winthrop led a large fleet to Boston in 1630
beginning the Great Migration that resulted in more
than 20,000 English to leave England by 1643. Most
came to New England.

in 1612 and Thomasine Frost married Edmund Rice at
Bury St. Edmund in 16181.
Thomas Blower came to Boston in 1635. He may or
may not have come with his wife and family but his
wife was here in 1640 when she married as her second
husband, William Tilly of Barnstable, Massachusetts.
Thomas Blower owed Nathaniel Lufkin of Hitcham,
Suffolk, England 24 pounds and Lufkin wrote to Gov.
John Winthrop complaining about it and said that
Edmund Rice and one other man now in New England
knew all about it. Unfortunately for Lufkin, Blower was
probably dead before the letter arrived in Boston2.
Edmund Rice settled in Sudbury, Massachusetts before
1639 with his wife, Thomasine (Frost) and family and
promptly became a Selectman and Deputy to the
General Court of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.
Although he served as Deputy for at least five sessions

The Frost sisters came from a family that had roots in
Stanstead and Glemsford (1 mile apart) back to at least
1450. The eldest, Elizabeth Frost, married Henry Rice
(probable brother to Edmund Rice) at Stanstead in
1605. Alice Frost married Thomas Blower at Stanstead

Continued page 5

Back to 1450s in Stanstead-Glemsford
Edward Frost
Thomas Belgave
1585

Elizabeth
Frost

Henry
Rice

William
Tilly

Alice
Frost

From Sudbury, England

Thomas
Blower

Thomasine
Frost
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Edmund
Rice
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Martin
Sanders

# Children
Elizabeth
Rice
Six
Married
Children

Ten
Married
Children

John
Moore
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Blower

Richard
Bracket

John
Blower

Eight
Married
Children

Pyam
Blower

Interrelationships of three Frost sisters
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Some of My Possible Distant Relatives
by John Peri
of Lombard Ghibellines to Sicily to garrison his castles
there. It is recorded that in 1282 AD the citizens of
Corleone most active in the “Sicilian Vespers,” the
revolt that drove the French from Sicily, spoke a dialect
coming from Bergamo or Brescia in Lombardy, both
cities near Como where Peri families lived. Additional
evidence exists to show that Bergamo was the origin of
some of the Lombards that came to Sicily.

The surname Peri is not common in the United States
and not too common elsewhere. My own Peri ancestry
comes from a grandfather who came to California in the
19th century from Ticino, Switzerland. I knew that
before becoming Swiss my Peri ancestors had come,
before 1500, from Como, Italy, where they had been
prominent in the late 12th century. Most Peris now in
Italy are concentrated in the North, usually in
Piedmonte and Lombardy, where the family name
apparently originated. Curiously, however, a small
cluster of Peri families is also found in Sicily, mainly in
Palermo and Corleone (places where the Mafia is most
prominent).
Intrigued by this finding, and with an Elderhostel trip
to Sicily in the offing, I began looking at early Sicilian
history and discovered that in 1237 AD Frederick II of
Swabia, the Holy Roman Emperor, brought a number

Three Frost Sisters

Lombards were also brought to Sicily even earlier under
the Norman rule. Lombards in Palermo and Corleone
were active not only in the Sicilian Vespers. Their
descendants were later also very much involved in the
Mafia (as well as in anti-Mafia roles). Incentives for
emigration were apparently somewhat greater for
Sicilian Peris than for those in the North, and today
many Peris in the USA seem to have come from Sicily.
Continued on page 8



grants to New England. Furthermore they represent
“the largest kinship network as yet uncovered among
the participants of the Great Migration…”2

Continued from page 4
and as Judge of Small Causes three times there is no
evidence that he was a pal to John Winthrop and other
Gentlemen of the colony. Edmund was a yeoman or
farmer who owned land (he owned the largest acreage in
Sudbury) and as such was not entitled to be called
Mister3. On the roster of the General Court in 1640 he
was one of 13 among 43 who had neither Mister nor
military titles4.

It is also interesting that this group included members
of the Plymouth Colony that, of course, was separate
from the Massachusetts Bay Colony at that time.
Back to Alice (Frost) (Blower) Tilly. She became a wellknown midwife in the Braintree-Dorchester-Boston area
and was embroiled in some unknown controversy from
which women of that area petitioned and secured her
release from confinement5.

Elizabeth Frost Rice who had married Henry (who was
either Edmund’s older brother or his father) married
Philemon Whale in 1622 after Henry’s death and
immigrated to Sudbury, Massachusetts.
Alice (Frost) Blower had a daughter with her first
husband Thomas Blower also named Alice (bap. 1615)
who had married Richard Bracket in London 1633/4.
Richard’s mother had married Martin Sander as her
second husband and they along with numerous relatives
arrived in Boston in 1635.
The above families contained more than forty immi5

1

See edmund-rice.org.

2

Anderson, Robert Charles, G. Sanborn and M. Sanborn, The
Great Migration, NEHGS, Boston (1999) I, pp 338-339.

3

Sumner Chilton Powell, Puritan Village, Wesleyn, Middletown,
CT (1963) p. 21.

4

Shurtleff, Nathaniel B., records of the Colony of Massachusetts
Bay, I, p 301.

5

Anderson, Robert Charles, G. Sanborn and M. Sanborn, The
Great Migration Begins, NEHGS, Boston (1995) I, pp 203206.
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Online Tips
by Marge Gibson

• Improved Access to Customs Passenger Lists. These were mandatory lists. Also discussed are the completeness of indexes, early
immigration statistics, passenger list publications and electronic
publications.

While at the Nov. Conference, I discovered that the
Godfrey Memorial Library in Middletown, CT, has
some excellent resources online, and for only $35 per
year to subscribe. Among other things they have online
digital copies of most of the Mass. vital records to 1850
(additional ones are being added); 2,500 published New
England town histories; about 20,000 digitized books;
African-American Biographical Database and 19th
Century Newspaper Collection; the New York Times
from 1851-2001; more than 2,000 New York digital
titles; for Ireland - Griffith's Valuation, Ordnance
Survey Maps, Lewis' Topographical Dictionary, plus
many other Irish records; the US 19th Century Newspaper Collection and the complete 1790 - 1930 US
census. In addition, you receive 'The Godfrey Quarterly' The Oct. 2003 issue includes articles on 13 Irish
Databases recently added; the library receives important
early Army Death Register; 10 rare 18th century published genealogies online; plus other articles. See
www.godfrey.org on how to join.

• Researching in Boston – about all research repositories to be
found there.

Regular articles in each issue include adoptions, German, Scandinavian and Jewish research. The July/
August issue includes the following articles:
• Getting the Big Picture of the Past Through Newspapers.
• Looking at Maps.
• Immigration Sources and Strategies: Complied sources in the
ancestral country.
• Our Changing Times: Getting Googled. It includes some of the
most popular search engines.
• Slave soldiers in the Continental Army.
• More about Digital Cameras – includes how a digital camera can
help a genealogist; how to use a digital camera to copy microfilm, microfiche. Also, how to photograph a computer monitor,
old photos and how to improve and edit the quality of old
pictures.
• The Journal of John Christopher Eager, Part 1, 12 May 1861 - 15
May 1863. This previously unpublished journal covers his two
enlistments in the Union Army during the Civil War, and has
some very interesting photos.

Heritage Quest Magazine, which our Society subscribes
to, is located in our section of the Falmouth Library.
Every issue has some very good articles which will help
you in your research and shouldn't be missed. The
following are excerpts are from March/April 2002 issue:

NEHGS NEWS

• "The Tax Man Cometh, Again... and Again... and...". Tax records
contain a treasure trove of both genealogical and historical
information. In 1862, the North raised some of its revenue
through luxury and income taxes, the latter was set at 3% on
income above $600 and 5% on income over $10,000. Soon
after, the rates were raised. Other wars were also financed
through taxation. In addition to taxes, this article also discusses
the California gold fields; the golden age of radio; war rationing
with a photo of a war ration book; researching Civil War units
and how to research in inner cities.

The New England Historic Genealogical Society research library on Newbury Street in Boston is now open
on Sunday afternoons from noon to 5 p.m. There is no
fee for members but a $15.00 fee for non-members.
One of the benefits of membership is the NEHGS
website NewEnglandAncestors.org that contains a
searchable database of about 8 million names. New
databases are being added each day. Some of the many
databases are: Massachusetts and Maine 1798 Direct Tax
(useful for tracking movement of individuals between
the 1790 and 1800 censuses), Rhode Island Historical
Cemeteries Database Index (contains transcriptions from
stones and histories of cemeteries), The Settlers of The
Beekman Patent (data on 1300 families that once lived
in the Beekman Patent in Duchess County, NY in and
after 1697).

• 1787 Virginia Tax lists; the Ellis Island and immigration;
American citizenship; the 1860 U.S. census index.
• The Burrow and the Bubonic Plague – A Home Sweet Home?
This article gives a short history of the bubonic plague.
• Bureaucratic Black Holes - adopted child, lost and found.
• Details in tax records, how to locate and use them.
• Probate Property - Finding Your Pioneer Ancestor Through Legal
Paper-Trails. It gives a list of 11 types of courts which handled
probate processes.
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Book Review
John Winthrop
First Governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony
Review by Bob Rice

discussed as well as the country of south Essex County
after John Winthrop married his first wife, Mary Forth.
A great deal of discussion and commentary centers
around John Winthrop’s Puritanism which Bremer
refers to as “godly” and which probably reflects the
future governor’s spirituality at the time.

A new biography of Winthrop published 2003 is
proving very interesting to me because of its detailed
discussion of Suffolk County, England among other
things. The author is Francis J. Bremer and he starts the
Winthrop family at Lavenham, Suffolk 1498 with
Adam Winthrop appropriately. He gives a genealogy
down to John Winthrop, Jr. that includes four wives of
John Winthrop, Sr. Like his father, John Jr. became a
governor, but of Connecticut.
Adam
Winthrop

The physical structure of Groton Manor House and its
history (Adam Winthrop purchased it 1544) are dealt
with in detail. A supplemental pamphlet originally
intended for his Internet site has many photos of the
interior structure. The author sent me a copy after I
attempted to get the details from his URL unsuccessfully. Present day descendants of Winthrop have kept
the adjacent church and Manor House in excellent
shape. (On a brief visit to Groton in 2002 my son and I
were quickly asked by locals if we were Winthrop
descendants. We are not but our ancestors come from
Stanstead a few miles northwest of Groton. )

Jane
Burton

Adam
Winthrop

Agnes
Sharp

1498
Adam
Winthrop

Anne
Browne

Bremer makes a good case for the Stour River Valley
concentration of “godly” in the later part of the sixteenth and the beginning of the seventieth century
being the origin of the great migration of Puritans to
New England. Not that all came from there for some
12,000 English left between 1630 and 1640. Bremer
makes the case for the Puritan dissatisfaction being the
strongest there. They became increasingly disturbed
when King Charles I allowed his new Catholic wife to
have Mass in the castle. The Puritans had previously
fretted because the Church of England continued
certain Catholic practices such as kissing the cross and
wearing surplices. The differences were more fundamental and Bremer explains the details.

1548
John
Winthrop

Mary
Forth

1588-1649
John
Winthrop,
Jr.

1588-1649

Pedigree of John Winthrop, Sr., first Governor of
Massachusetts and his son who was a Governor of
Connecticut.

However the book is history with many interpretations
by the author. Bremer is also the editor of the Winthrop
Papers for the Massachusetts Historical Society and a
professor of history at Millersville University in Pennsylvania. He immersed himself in East Anglia over a period
of many years of study and it shows.

Throughout the book emphasis is placed on Winthrop’s
spirituality although he was not trained as a minister.
The theme of “The City on The Hill” is carried through
to the settlement of Massachusetts Bay Colony. The
preparation to leave England including the logistics of
the many ships and emigrants occupies Chapter 8 and
roughly the last half of the volume deals with events in
Continued on page 8

Early chapters carry the family from wool merchants in
Lavenham to lawyers in London. Groton and Boxford
on the extreme southern edge of Suffolk County are
7
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Possible Distant Relatives

John Winthrop

Continued from page 5

Continued from page 7

I had always thought that there was no relation between
these Sicilian Peris and my own family, but I now think
that a distant connection may indeed exist. Perhaps,
with the investment of a few hundred dollars for DNA
analyses, Y chromosome studies might prove this
connection. It would make an interesting research
project. I have – as yet – no documented Scottish
ancestry, but I do have a high regard for thrift. I therefore do not intend to pursue this matter further. Even if
related, we really haven’t kept in touch with our possible
Sicilian relatives!

New England. Winthrop’s interpretation of many of
these latter happenings have been sketchily known from
Winthrop’s Journal and Bremer attempts to flesh out
important problems from Winthrop’s viewpoint where
he can.
He describes the first settlements of Salem, Boston,
Charlestown, and Cambridge and covers political
problems Winthrop had particularly with Thomas
Dudley and theological disputes involving many including Anne Hutchinson, of course, but actually the entire
book is filled with theological problems.

The possibility of my actually having distant Scottish
relatives cannot be ruled out. In 1525, after the battle of
Pavia was lost by Francis I, a company of Scottish
archers in his employ were attempting to return from
Italy to France. They found their return blocked by
snow in an Alpine pass and – being resourceful – went
out and caught some of the local girls and started a
village near what later became the Swiss border. This
village, called Gurro, still exists and has a museum with
Scottish kilts and other items. It is located only about
15 miles from the Swiss village where my Peri ancestors
spent the last 500 years. I can’t prove a connection, but
go figure!

For a born Unitarian the heavy emphasis of Puritan
Theology was sometimes onerous but since Unitarianism in America evolved from Congregationalism it
retains a certain fascination. However, anyone interested
in the origin of New England can benefit from the
author’s fine scholarship and descriptions particularly of
East Anglia in the sixteenth and early seventeenth
centuries.
There is no doubt that the first Governor was a Puritan
and Bremer makes a compelling case that religious
differences were the major impetus to emigrate. Land
hunger touted by some as equally compelling is left for
others to document. The author only covers Winthrop,
Senior’s life span that ended 1649. By 1690 or even
before Puritanism had lost much of its power in
America.

New Acquisitions in Library
Vital Records of Springfield, Massachusetts to 1850, Vol. 1-4.
Springfield, Mass. founded in 1641, was the first
settlement in the western part of Massachusetts. This
CD contains not only the town vital records but also
information from twenty-one cemeteries, ten churches,
eleven newspapers, state vital records, the records of
Judge John Pynchon and the private records of John S.
Edwards. It includes birth, baptism, marriage, death
and burial records created within the original town of
Springfield Towns which were formerly part of Springfield include Agawam, Chicopee, Longmeadow,
Ludlow, West Springfield and Wilbraham. The history,
importance, location, custody, condition and significant
features of various documents and cemeteries are
discussed. This is a useful resource for anyone researching ancestors from that area.

Bremer has authored or coauthored several books on
Puritanism and Congregationalism that are currently
listed on Amazon.com.
John Winthrop is 365 pages of text, 77 pages of end
notes, with 12 plates plus an index. It is listed at $39.95
but Amazon sells it for $27.97.
The Falmouth Library according to CLAMS is scheduled to acquire it by 17 December 2003. Call Number
923.2744 Winthrop.
Oxford Press 2003.
ISBN 0-19-514913-0.
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From the President
John M. Caspole

New England Regional Genealogical Conference

Cemetery Project

This past week I attended a planning session for the
upcoming conference scheduled for next March 31
through Saturday April 2nd in Portland, Maine. I missed
most of the 2003 conference here in Falmouth so I will
be attending the 2005 session. Based on the report of
the conference chair it sounds like the conference will
be a super event. Almost any genealogical subject you
need will be covered there. We’ve included the program
schedule as part of this newsletter so you can review it
and decide on what you would like to see and hear.
In addition you can go to the NERGC web site,
www.nergc.org and get more information and download
a registration form. (if you do this, then please print
“Falmouth” in the upper left hand corner of the form.)
They have tried hard to keep the cost down to $99.
Meals and room are extra, but after a typically dreary
month of March it can be fun to get away… a flight of
fancy. One of my goals is to enjoy some Maine lobsters
and mussels while I’m there. I hope many of you will
plan to attend. Each participating Society has to provide
so many volunteer hours to make the conference work
and we get credit for that, so if the conference is well
attended we will share in the net proceeds. The last
conference brought FGS $1850 to finance our programs and projects.

Committee Chair Donna Walcovy spearheaded the
gravestone readings at the East End Cemetery off
Sandwich road next to the Falmouth Jewish Synagogue
on some lovely fall days in October. Thanks to Donna
and her faithful crew the project has made another step
forward. Now comes the business of entering the data
and Donna sure could use some volunteer help in this
task. Give her a call to volunteer.

Online Tips/FYI
by Marge Gibson
Effective Wednesday September 1, 2004, the National
Archives in Waltham will no longer be open Wednesday
evenings after 4:30.
They will continue to offer evening hours every Thursday from 4:30 - 9:00 PM, and will remain open on the
first and third Saturday of every month.
This change is due to the cost of remaining open on an
evening with limited patronage. Please contact the
Archives Director by e-mail at stuart.culy@nara.gov or
toll free on (866) 406-2379 with your concerns.



"What Did You Do in the War, Grandma?" An oral
history of Rhode Island Women during World War II –
written by students in the Honors English Program at
South Kingstown High School http://
www.stg.brown.edu/projects/WWII_Women/
tocCS.html

World Place Advisor
Here’s a computer program, produced by Progeny
Software that will help you correct spelling and other
errors related to places you have entered in your genealogy database. It contains 3.3 million place names
around the world and is compatible with most all
genealogy software. It will identify: misspellings, ambiguous place names, wrong jurisdiction, unknown
places, incomplete entries, non-specific entries, missing
commas, and events without places. The new version,
1.2, will also automatically display maps from
Mapquest.com. It will read directly from your database
and doesn’t force you to make changes, only suggests
changes. There is a full article about it in the Fall 2004
edition of New England Ancestors and is available for
$34.95 from Progeny Software. See:
www.progenysoftware.com/placeadvisor.html

Notable Women Ancestors: Investigate many women’s
history links here: http://www.rootsweb.com/~nwa/
women.html



Researchers will personally visit archives throughout
England and Scotland to find your British ancestors
(1813-1950). Birth, marriage, death, church, census,
and other records. In most cases they can offer a no find
no fee service – we find your ancestors or you pay
nothing! For a free e-mail assessment, visit
www.britishancestors.com/awn
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