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OWNERS : ART AND LINDA MITCHELL
WWW.MITCHELLSMODESTOHD.COM

CHAPTER MEETINGS
First Wednesday of every month @ 7:30 pm
The Elk’s Lodge
645 Charity Way
Modesto, CA
“If you love to ride, please stop by and give us a try”

THANK YOU FOR THE
DECEMBER RAFFLE DONATIONS
Mike and Barb Betz

Jim and Donna Artrip

Bob and Ann Wilkinson

Wayne and Shelly Myers

Kelly and Rena Byers

Dawn Shaw

Doug “P.C.” Boele

01/03 Joe Housewright
01/10 Joe Signorelli
01/18 Timothy Faqir
01/20 Margaret Arthur
01/25 Sheila Hopper
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Dear Sue,
Our hearts are filled with thanks when
thinking back on the decade+ of charitable
volunteer work you’ve put in with the
Modesto Harley Owners Group as the
HOGWash Editor. As we move forward into
the next decade of the HOGWash Newsletters,
we will try our very best to continue
carrying on the great tradition that YOU
successfully established while publishing over
130 editions.
We send you off with love, hugs, and many
good wishes for a beautiful life ahead.
Bouquets of thanks,

Your Modesto Harley Owners Group Family
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From The Couch - Craig Wirtz
participation to ensure
that at the end of the year,
we can all look back and
say to ourselves. “I had a
really GREAT time this year
and am PROUD to be a
Modesto HOG member.”

Welcome everyone to the
2020 Modesto HOG riding
season. I hope you all had a
very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year’. It is truly an
honor to have been chosen by
all of you to help navigate our
GREAT club through the
2020/2021 riding seasons. In
my humble opinion, I
believe we have assembled
an absolutely AMAZING
Board Of Directors
comprised of many
individuals with
complementary skill sets
that, when combined,
there is nothing that we
cannot accomplish. Still,
with all that said, it will
take the ENTIRE club’s

We will be unveiling plans
for the year as time goes
by. The one thing I would
like to emphasize is NEW
IDEAS. Our chapter is 20+
years old. It has made it
this far by adapting and
changing with the times as
our member's needs and
dynamics change. We want
to try out new things for
the chapter to increase
participation, increase the
liveliness, and promote
different rides and events
for all. We want to give
back more to the club. But
we can’t accomplish any of
that without everyone’s
support. One way of
supporting your chapter is
by reaching out to either
myself or to any of the
other current officers and
letting us know what

works for you and what
doesn’t. Feedback helps us
create a strategy that will
undoubtedly engage each
and every member. I
would like to thank you all
for supporting The
Modesto HOG Chapter
and Mitchell’s Modesto
Harley Davidson.
In addition I would like to
thank Joe Rosa and Gary
Hopper for serving as
Director and Head Road
Captain for many years. It
truly takes a lot of hard
work, time, and
perseverance to
accomplish all the things
necessary to make this
great chapter what it is
today. So, Joe and Gary, I
would like to thank you
once again for a job well
done.
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Captain’s Log - Wayne Myers

I would like to start off by
saying thank you for
electing me to be your
Head Road Captain for
2020/2021.
On December 8th, we held
our first Road Captains'
meeting of the year and
successfully organized the
ride schedule for the first
half of the year. Thanks to
all the Road Captains, we
have some great rides
scheduled. Hopefully, the
weather will be our friend
and cooperate.
January 1st we start things
off with our Annual New
Years Day Ride lead by

myself and Craig Wirtz.
Kickstands up at 10am.
We will be taking a short
ride up though the Knights
Ferry area where we might
possibly meet up with
some of the Jamestown
HOG members then it’s
off to lunch at La Parrilla
(McHenry Village) for
some great Mexican food,
It’s most likely going to be
chilly so bundle up and
pack your rain gear just in
case.
January 11th Mitchell’s
Modesto Harley Davidson
will be having their Annual
Polar Bear Run (first time
leaving from Modesto)
Registration for the event
starts at 9:00 am with
kickstands up at 11:00 am.
The cost for this event is
$10 (Lunch is a separate
fee). There will be ride
pins available for the first
200 people to register.
Lunch stop will be at The
Rivers Edge were there
will be raffle prizes and
more ...

January 19th, we have our
first VFW Breakfast Ride
of the new year. Lead by
Mike Betz and
Laury Chimerofsky.
Kickstands up at 9am. Join
us for a great breakfast and
stay for the ride.
Be sure to keep an eye on
your email and the HOG
Facebook page for any
changes in the rides due to
weather or other
unforeseen circumstances.
The HOG hotline is no
longer in service.
Let's ride and have fun,
Wayne Myers
Head Road Captain
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Safety Officer - Rob Copenhaver

let's start the year off with some basics on Group Riding:
Welcome, Modesto Hogs. We are a "riding" club, and safety is of the utmost importance. Riding
with the group is a great experience, but it is more challenging to ride with a group than with only
two or three bikes. The following guidelines and hand signals are essential to make your ride with
the group a great experience.
Be Ready to Ride:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Be early - Don't miss the Rider's meeting.
Have a full tank of gas. Gas stops are planned so don't worry about running out if you start
with a full tank.
Be sure you have the appropriate riding gear for the expected range of conditions.
If you have to leave the group during the day, inform the Road Captain and Sweeper.
Never pass another rider in the group to get into another position!
Always keep a safe distance from the bike in front of you.
Never worry about getting lost (There is always a Road Captain behind you).
Never race to catch up!
If the group should become, separated a Road Captain (identified by a black and white
checked flag on the rear of their bike) will move to the front of the group to lead, please allow
him/her to pass safely.
If you have bike trouble, pull off the road carefully and the "sweeper" Road Captain will stop
with you to help get you back on the road or make arrangements to get you home. You will
never be left on your own.

Rider Meeting - A meeting of all riders occurs approximately 15 minutes before the ride to
discuss the route, hand signals, and any other information about the day's event.

(Continued on page 7)
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(Continued from page 6)

Hand Signals - Signals using hands, arms, and legs are used to communicate information to one another.
It is essential to pass these signals back so everyone in the group is aware of what is happening.
Single File
arm and index
finger extended
straight up
Double File
arm with index
and middle finger
extended straight up

Hazard in Roadway
On the right, point with right foot:
On the left point with left hand

Pull Off
Arm positioned
As for right turn, forearm swung
toward shoulder

Group Riding Tips:
●

Know your limits and ride within them.

●

Maintain a constant speed to eliminate gaps. This helps prevent the “rubber band effect”.

●

If an exit is missed, stay with the group.

●

Always be looking four seconds ahead - don’t get fixated on the bike directly in front of you.

This is all for now, I will cover more in my next episode of Group riding until then ride safe and keep
the rubber on the road.

Happy New and may it be a fun riding year!!!!!
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January 2020
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Events Schedule - All rides leave from Mitchell’s Modesto Harley-Davidson
01/01
01/08
01/11

01/19

New Years Day Ride Level 3, KSU: 9:00 am, Lunch: La Parrilla (McHenry Village)
Lead: Wayne Myers Sweep: Craig Wirtz
General HOG meeting, Dinner 6:30 pm Meeting 7:30 pm, Modesto Elks Lodge
Mitchell’s Polar Bear Run Level 3, KSU 11:00 am, Lunch: The Rivers Edge
(Knights Ferry) $10 Registration Fee (Ride pins for the first 200 people to register)
Lunch is an additional fee
VFW Breakfast Ride Level 3, KSU 9:00 am, Breakfast: VFW Hall (Modesto)
Lead: Mike Betz Sweep: Laury Chimerofsky

Ride Ratings
Modesto HOG rate their rides 1(easiest) thru 5 (most challenging)

Please make sure you always ride at your skill and comfort level.
The most important thing is for you and all HOG members to stay safe.
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February 2020
SUN
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TUE
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THU

FRI

SAT
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Events Schedule - All rides leave from Mitchell’s Modesto Harley-Davidson
02/05

General HOG Meeting, Dinner 6:30 pm Meeting 7:30, Elks Lodge (Modesto)

02/08

Mitchell’s Annual Swap Meet and Pancake Breakfast 8:00 am

02/09

VFW Breakfast Ride Level 3, KSU 9:00 am, Breakfast: VFW Hall (Modesto)
Lead: Rob Copenhaver Sweep: Teresa Myers
Annual Sweetheart Ride Level 3, KSU 10:00 am, Lunch: TBD
Lead: Gary Hopper Sweep: Mike Betz
Chukchansi Casino Ride Level 4, KSU 9:00 am, Lunch: Chukchansi Casino
Lead: Mike Betz Sweep: Sal Giusto

02/15
02/23

Ride Ratings
Modesto HOG rate their rides 1(easiest) thru 5 (most challenging)

Please make sure you always ride at your skill and comfort level.
The most important thing is for you and all HOG members to stay safe.
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2020 ROAD CAPTAINS
Amy Montgomery
Brian Nevitt
Craig Wirtz
Fernando Beltran
Gary Hopper
Jim Artrip
Joe Cabral
Joe Rosa
Laury Chimerofsky
Mike Betz
Rob Copenhaver
Sal Giusto
Teresa Myers
Wayne Myers

(209)675-1570
(209)605-3539
(209)204-3172
(209)614-6032
(209)324-9902
(209)606-2177
(209)405-9166
(209)678-5659
(209)607-9499
(209)605-5246
(209)480-2235
(209)605-0607
(209)262-0014
(209)996-1862

pwmonty@comcast.net
bsnevitt@gmail.com
crwirtz@gmail.com
fj.beltran@icloud.com
harleyhopper@comcast.net
artripfarms@yahoo.com
kj6tys@gmail.com
farmgear@yahoo.com
laury415@gmail.com
mikebetz2@netzero.net
cantcope43@gmail.com
hogman07.sg@gmail.com
twickline@comcast.net
wwmyers3388@gmail.com

2020 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Director
Craig Wirtz
Assistant Director
Brian Nevitt
Head Road Captain
Wayne Myers
Treasurer Amy Montgomery
Secretary
Teresa Myers
Safety Officer Rob Copenhaver
Membership Officer Liz Martinez Carrillo
Activities Officer
Cindy Rosa
Communications Officer
Shelly Myers
50/50 Raffle Officer
Jody Abeyta
Chapter Ambassador
Joe Rosa
Chapter Ambassador
Gary Hopper
HOG Wash Editor
Craig Wirtz
Web Site Editor
Joe Rosa

(209)204-3172
(209)605-3539
(209)996-1862
(209)675-1570
(209)262-0014
(209)480-2235
(209)606-0466
(209)678-5661
(209)996-3603
(209)204-7407
(209)678-5659
(209)324-9902
(209)204-3172
(209)678-5659

crwirtz@gmail.com
bsnevitt@gmail.com
wwmyers3388@gmail.com
pwmonty@comcast.net
twickline@comcast.net
cantcope43@gmail.com
liz_car@msn.com
rosewoodhorse@gmail.com
wsmyers5@comcast.net
jodymarie1128@aol.com
farmgear@yahoo.com
harleyhopper@comcast.net
crwirtz@gmail.com
farmgear@yahoo.com
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She Made History On A Harley
Story by Stephanie Buck
Bessie Stringfield was a legendary force during the ripening of American motorcycle culture. As
a woman of color participating in a taboo lifestyle, she faced immeasurable prejudice. Yet she lived
by a simple credo: “What I did was fun, and I loved it.”
In 1930, at the age of
19, Stringfield became the
first African-American
woman to ride her HarleyDavidson motorcycle
across the United States
solo. Before the interstate
highway system, road travel
was haphazard at best;
pavement was scarce, and
dirt roads were carved with danger, if they existed at all. As a skilled rider, Stringfield navigated
these challenges. But discrimination and Jim Crow laws posed even more treacherous hurdles.
Betsy Ellis was born February 9, 1911, in Kingston, Jamaica, to a white Dutch mother and Jamaican father. Soon her parents moved the family to Boston, but both died of smallpox when Betsy was
five years old. (It’s unclear when or why her name was changed to Bessie.) In Boston, an Irish Catholic woman adopted Bessie and raised her in a devout household. Bessie would call the woman her
“mother” the rest of her life but never named her in interviews.
When Bessie was 16 she asked her mother for a motorcycle and received a 1928 Indian Scout.
Despite not knowing how to operate the controls, she attributed her talent to the grace of God,
whom she called “the Man Upstairs.”
“When I get on the motorcycle I put the Man Upstairs on the front. I’m very happy on two
wheels,” she told journalist and author Ann Ferrar in Hear Me Roar: Women, Motorcycles, and the
Rapture of the Road (1996).
After her first trip across the U.S., Bessie would complete the journey seven more times, eventually visiting all 48 contiguous states, plus Europe, Brazil, and Haiti. Her favorite game was tossing a
penny onto a map and traveling to wherever it landed. To fund her trips, Bessie performed motorcycle stunts for local carnivals, which helped secure her fame.
(Continued on page 14)
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(Continued from page 13)

As she traveled throughout the 1930s and ’40s, Bessie faced risks at every turn. As an AfricanAmerican woman who participated in an alternative lifestyle, she was treated as a second-class citizen, especially in the Deep South, where few black people were able to move freely. When motels
denied her accommodations, she slept in gas station parking lots—her motorcycle a bed, her jacket a
pillow. Once she was reportedly knocked off the road by a white man in a pickup truck.
She married six times in total. After losing three babies with her first husband, Bessie’s heartbreak
kept her from ever trying again to have children. Despite divorcing her third husband, Arthur Stringfield, he insisted she keep his surname “because I’d made it famous!” said Bessie. By World War II,
Stringfield and her Harley-Davidsons were fixtures on the motorcycle circuit. (To her, Harleys were
“the only motorcycle ever made.” She would own 27 during her lifetime.) She worked with the Army
as a civilian motorcycle dispatch rider, the only woman in her unit, carrying messages between domestic bases. She affixed the Army crest to the front of her blue Harley 61.
In the 1950s, Stringfield made her home in Miami, where she became a registered nurse and
founded the Iron Horse Motorcycle Club. She was repeatedly pulled over, she said, by police officers
that claimed, “nigger women are not allowed to ride motorcycles.” Rather than quit, Stringfield arranged a meeting with the chief of police, took him to a local park, and proved her motorcycle skills
first-hand. She was never targeted by police again. Instead she performed in races and earned the
nickname “The Motorcycle Queen of Miami.” After winning one race disguised as a man, she took off
her helmet to claim the prize and was subsequently refused.
In 2000 the American Motorcycle Association honored Stringfield with
an exhibition and created the Bessie Stringfield Award, presented annually to an individual who has been instrumental in bringing motorcycling
to new audiences. She was inducted into the Motorcycle Hall of Fame in
2002. In June 2016, the Miami Times reported that 200 female riders
would travel to Stringfield’s South Florida home to honor the late pioneer.
Stringfield died in 1993 at age 82 from complications surrounding an “enlarged heart.” Though
her doctor had advised her to stop riding, “I told him if I don’t ride, I wouldn’t live long. And so I
never did quit.”
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209.675.1570 pwmonty@comcast.net

800.834.0044 stocktonpowersports.com

209.678.5661 rosewoodhorse@gmail.com

209.996.4279 PGR# 209.236.4497

209.523.0753

209.606.0466 LCarrillo@pmz.com

209.544.1823 ccollins@ortc.com

209.522.3271 vcvictorine@jmequipment.com
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209.523.0753

209.544.1199 PGiusto@mycvre.com

209.521.8655 Sabp2017@yahoo.com

Office: 209.524.4949 Cell: 209.918.2439

209.591.7428

WWW.BUCKHORNBBQ.COM

209.614.6032 fbeltran@exithome.com

209 881-9400
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