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October 2018 
 
 

The Honorable Paul Ryan  
Speaker of the House 
U.S. House of Representatives  
 

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi  
House Democratic Leader  
U.S. House of Representatives  
 

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 
Senate Majority Leader  
U.S. Senate  

The Honorable Charles Schumer  
Senate Democratic Leader  
U.S. Senate  

 
RE: Puerto Rico Healthcare Community Support to H.R. 6809 (PRIMA Act) 
 
Dear Speaker Ryan, Leader McConnell, Leader Pelosi, and Leader Schumer:    
 
As advocates representing the Puerto Rico healthcare community, we thank you for the hurricane relief 
efforts undertaken by Congress in the year since our island was devastated by Hurricanes Irma and María.  
As we continue with our recovery, we call on you to take the next step and eliminate Medicare payment 
disparities impacting care received by beneficiaries in Puerto Rico.  

 
Medicare is a cornerstone healthcare program for patients and providers in Puerto Rico.  580,000 seniors 
in Puerto Rico are covered by Medicare Advantage (MA), the 8th largest MA population in the U.S., 
including 280,000 dually-eligible seniors for whom Medicare funding is essential in light of Medicaid 
limitations.  Unfortunately, MA rates in Puerto Rico have fallen for 7 years to a level that is now 43% below 
the national average.  When diminishing funding flows to Puerto Rico, less resources and support pass 
through to patients and providers.  Adding an economic crisis and the catastrophic devastation of 
Hurricane María has resulted in a healthcare system with sub-standard infrastructure and provider 
migration to the mainland. 

 
We endorse H.R. 6809, the Puerto Rico Integrity in Medicare Advantage (PRIMA) Act of 2018, introduced 
by Congresswoman Jenniffer González Colón.  Unfortunately, the actions implemented by CMS so far have 
not eliminated disparity in the MA payment rate level for beneficiaries residing on the island. The PRIMA 
Act can help us rebuild the healthcare system, eliminate Medicare payment disparities between Puerto 
Rico and the rest of the U.S., as well as ensure that increased resources flow to patients and providers.   
 
Passing PRIMA now will (1) immediately enhance the quality of care for the most vulnerable Medicare 
beneficiaries, (2) motivate residents and key healthcare providers in the island to forgo additional 
migration to the mainland, and (3) encourage future investment in Puerto Rico’s healthcare system 
infrastructure; all of which are needed after the tragedy caused by Hurricanes Irma and María. 
   
Sincerely,  
 
Advocates of the Puerto Rico Healthcare Community 
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Hon. Jenniffer González-Colón 
Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico 

Member of Congress 

 
 
 
Hon. Luis Gerardo Rivera Marín 
Secretary of State  
Government of Puerto Rico 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Hon. Rafael Rodriguez Mercado, MD 
Secretary of Health 
Government of Puerto Rico 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Hon. Angel Chayanne Martínez 
Chairman of Health Committee 
Senate of Puerto Rico  
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Hon. Juan Oscar Morales  
Chairman of Health Committee 
House of Representatives of Puerto Rico 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Mr. Carlos Mercader, Esq. 
Executive Director, PR Federal Affairs Admin. 
(PRFAA), Government of Puerto Rico 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Mrs. Angela Avila 
Executive Director, PR Health Insurance Admin. 
(ASES), Government of Puerto Rico 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Hon. Javier Rivera Ríos  
Puerto Rico Insurance Commisioner 
Government of Puerto Rico 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Roberto Rosso, MD 
Advisor to Secretary of Health 
Puerto Rico Department of Health  

 
 
 
Luis G. Fortuño Burset 
Former Governor of Puerto Rico 
Member of Congress (2005-2009) 

 
 
 
Pedro R. Pierluisi, Esq. 
Immediate Past Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico 

Member of Congress (2009-2016) 

 
 
 
 
Linda Ayala 
Executive Director 
Puerto Rico Community Pharmacies Association 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
 
Jaime Plá-Cortés 
Executive President  
PR Hospital Association 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 
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Ricardo Marrero Santiago, MD 
President 
Puerto Rico Medical Association 
 

 
 
 
 

Richard A. Shinto, MD 
CEO, InnovaCare, Inc. 
President, Medicaid & Medicare Advantage Products 
Association of Puerto Rico (MMAPA) 
Governor’s Task Force for Healthcare Parity 

 
 
 
Dr. José Joaquín Vargas, MD 
President 
Puerto Rico IPA Association  

 
 
 
James P. O’Drobinak 
President & CEO, MCS Healthcare Holdings, LLC. 
Former President, Medicaid & Medicare Advantage 
Products Association of Puerto Rico (MMAPA)  

 
 
 
Ariel Nieves Borrero, MHSA 
President, Puerto Rico College of Healthcare 
Services Administration 

 
 
 
Roberto García Rodríguez, Esq. 
President & CEO, Triple-S Management Corp. 
Former President, Medicaid & Medicare Advantage 
Products Association of Puerto Rico (MMAPA) Board 

 
 
 
Gonzalo González, MD 
PR Delegate to the American Medical Association 
Puerto Rico Medical Association 

 
 
 
Luis A. Torres-Olivera, Esq. 
President, Humana Puerto Rico 
Medicaid & Medicare Advantage Products 
Association of Puerto Rico (MMAPA) Board 

 
 
 
Kenneth Rivera, Esq. CPA 
President 
Puerto Rico Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 
Rosa M. Hernández Amalbert, R. PH. 
President & CEO MC-21  
Chairman of Health Committee,  
Puerto Rico Manufacturers Association 

 
 
 
Alicia Suárez 
Executive Director 
Primary Health Association of Puerto Rico 

 
 
 
Juan Dominguez 
Vice –President, First Medical 
Medicaid & Medicare Advantage Products 
Association of Puerto Rico (MMAPA) Board 
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Luis R. Emanuelli, MHSA 
Regional Vice President, Puerto Rico Region 
Fresenius Kidney Care 

 
 
 
Rubette Harford, PhD, PHN, RN 
President and CEO 
Atlantis Health Care Group PR, Inc. 

 
 
 
José E. Ledesma Fuentes 
President Elect P.R. Chamber Of Commerce 

 
 
 
Jorge Arguelles Moran, MD 
President, Puerto Rico Retailers Association (CUD) 

 
 
 
Marta Rivera 
Administrator, 
San Juan Capestrano Hospital 

 
 
 
Luis Pizarro, Esq. LLM 
Chairman, Health Committee 
PR Chamber of Commerce 

 
 
 
Miguel Sosa, MD  
Physician 

 
 
 
Rosemary De La Cruz 
San Lucas Hospital 

 
 
 
Angel L. Muntaner, MD 
Physician 

 
 
 
Inés Hernández Roses, MD 
Physician 

                                                                                                        
 
 
Rosa Castro Avila, MD 
CEO, Neo Med Center 

 
 
                                                                                                
María Lebrón  
Administrator 

 
                                                                                                                       
 
María Lourdes Román 
Certified Public Accountant 

 
 
 
José Luis Vargas González 
President, Pan American Life Insurance Co. 

 
 

Maria Enid Criado 
Sales Director 

 
 

Mónica l Ríos 
Hospital Auxilio Mutuo Coordinator 

                                                                                                        
 
 
Jose Sánchez, Esq. 
Lawyer 

 
 
                                                                                                
María Lebrón  
Administrator 
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Rocio Díaz 
Regional General Manager 

 
 
 
Juan C. Hernández 
Executive Vice President of Droguería Betances  

 
 
 
Lcda. Mary Ann Borecki Cruz 
Businesswoman/Medical Technologist 

 
 
 
Sandra Cintrón 
Fedelta Broker           

 
 
Juan Cruz Orta  
Popular Risk Productor 

 
 
Carlos García Flores 
General Broker 

 
 
Aury Martínez 
Administrator 

 
 
Sogdalia Torres 
Sales Executive 

 
 
Brenda I. Cobo 
Insurance Broker 

 
 
Eduardo Aponte 
Atlantis Director 

 
 
 
Mayra Soto 
Director 

 
 
 
Isabelle Monero 
Analyst 

 
 
Elsie Medina 
Medical Representative 

 
 
Jessie Sánchez Mateo, Esq. 
Lawyer 

 
 
Miguel González, MD 
Physician 

 
 
Olga E. Lebrón  
Pharmaceutical 

 
 
Ivette Ortiz 
W + W 

 
 
Josué Jiménez 
Insurance Broker 

 
 
Marisol Ortiz 
Insurance Broker 

 
 
Isuanet Castillo  
Executive Director 

 
                   
Milka González 
Hospital Executive 

 
 
Lesbia Hernández 
Pharmaceutical  
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Luis Toro 
Accountant 

 
 
 Yadira Almodóvar Díaz  
 Director Access Value & Payment, BMS 

 
 
Carlos S. García 
COS, CGF Insurance LLC. 

 
 
Ilwa L. Rios Reyes 
Dentist/ Professor UPR Medical Science 

 
 

Eddie Ríos  
Accountant 

 
 
José L. Pi Martínez 
COO/Certified Public Accountant 

 
 
Heidi Rodríguez 
Executive VP- Hospital Group 

 
 
Ramón L. Del Valle 
Advertising 

 
 
Alberto Valentín Lugo 
CoopLab 

 
 
Marcos A. Vidal 
MAU Insurance President 

 
 
 
Ivette M. Rodríguez 
Publicist 

 
 
 
Iris Otero 
Certified Public Accountant 

 
 
Camalis Flores 
Insurance 

 
 
Awilda M. Broco, Esq. 
Executive 

 
 
Iván López  
Finance CFO 

 
 
Francisco S. Cabrera 
Finance Director 

 
 
Angela Montalvo 
HR Consultant 

 
 
Maritza Orona Alvarado 
Finance Manager 

 
 
Marie Rojas 
Director 

 
 
Raúl Candelario, Esq. 
President, RCL Group 

 
 
Julio C. Ortíz 
Insurance 

 
 
Elsa V. Lavergne Beauchamp 
Project Manager 
Puerto Rico Health Insurance Administration 
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Yezaida Reyes Agosto 
HR Consultant 

 
 
Damaris Rivera Valdes 
Healthcare Executive 

 
 
Tania Rodríguez 
Program Director 

 
 
Ramón Nieves 
Principal Executive 

 
 
Natalia Rubio  
Junior Accountant 

 
 
Carolyn Rodríguez 
Pharmacist 

 
 
Amarilys Reyes Resto 
Human Resource Manager 

 
 
Norissa Betancourt 
Manager 

 
 
Lilia T. Sabater 
Finance Operation Analysis VP  

 
 
Juan Carlos Agosto 
Executive VP SMS, LLC 

 
 
 
Victor Arroyo 
President- Vagib Corp. 

 
 
 
Alberto Santiago 
CFO Olympic Agency 

 
 
José Vargas Rodriguez, Principal 
Varmed Management Group 

 
 
Edwin Palacín 
VP Underwriting 

 
 
 
Natalia Rubio  
Junior Accountant 

 
 

 
César A. Rodríguez 
ADSS 

 
 
Nayda M. Rivera 
Pharmacist 

 
 
Lilliam Colón López 
Pharmacist 

 
 
Birla De León 
Customer Service 

 
 
Melvin Vega Pérez 
CEO RPS Medical 

 
 
Carlos I. De Jesús 
VP Product Development 

 
 
Natalia Angulo Esteva 
Business Owner/ Social Media 
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Teresa Hernández 
Operations Manager 

 
 
Eory Madona Miranda 
HEOR 

 
 
Jennifer M. Alvarez 
Publisist / Advertiser 

 
 
Carlos M. Hernández 
Publisist/ Advertiser 

 
 
Jocelyn T. Serrano 
Executive Director AHOMPR 

 
 
José A. Díaz 
Insurance Broker 

 
 
William Prieto 
Representative 

 
 
Roberto Rosso, MD 
Advisor To secretary Of Health PRDOH 

 
 
Dona F. Macgregor 
Healthcare Event Planner 

 
 
Jaime Pericás  
Humana VP 

 
 
 
Zulma E. Rodríguez  
Business Lead 

  
 
  
Vanessa Dorna 
Account Executive  

 
 
 
Edgardo Vázquez Fonseca 
Healthcare Access Specialist 

 
 
 
Jasmine Meléndez 
Manager 

 
 
 
Luis González Matos 
Hospital San Juan Capestrano 

 
 
 
Jorge I. Pesquera 
VP Healthcare 

 
 
Fernando Rodríguez 
Mapfre Supervisor 

 
 
Ana D. Borrero  
VP Benefits  

 
 
 
Xavier Pantojas  
President 

 
 
 
Isolina Miranda 
CEO- COSSMA 
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Héctor L. Nora 
Insurance 

 
 
Carla Fernández 
OM 

 
 
César Montijo 
CEO-SANOS 

 
 
Omayra Torres  
UPA  

 
 
Diana González 
Brand Director 

 
 
José G. Durán  
Healthcare Consultant  

 
 
Sergio Castaneda 
Vice President, MAPFRE  

 
 
Tensy L. Cintrón Santiago 
Businesswoman/Medical Technologist  

 
 
Félix Buxó Janer 
Sales Director 

 
 
Rosalyn Seda Pérez 
Account Specialist- Johnson 

 


