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Our Mission Statement

A Christian humanitarian organization dedicated to meeting the physical,
spiritual and emotional needs of under-resourced people worldwide.

A Gift of Gratitude

Serving the people along Peru’s Amazon River

A

combination of the lack of traffic laws, weaving mototaxis, and a broken steering column perfected by the
driver caused great concern amongst the sights and
smells at hand. We swiftly arrived at the river, which
can also be the toughest area of Iquitos, the jungle city
of Peru. One observation from the market was a grub
on top of the burger on the grill. Beyond that, I had no
other sense than the smell of everything... gas exhaust,
mud, fish, trash, dogs, and I did not want to know
more... Yes, I am a first time International Mission Trip
Traveler! My first trip with Hearts Afire was to the
Amazon Jungle of Peru where the first year of life has
a 50% mortality rate and women in their late 40’s and
early 50‘s are still having children.
Our home for the week, the Chosen Vessel II meandered
the twists and turns of the Amazon River to deliver us
to the villages where we would build a church, provide
medical care and minister to the adults and children of
the river. This was a journey of 28 individuals aged 14-82,
many from Sun City Center United Methodist Church
which was partnering with Hearts Afire on this trip.
Together we crossed this wonder of the world by boat,
uphill, on slippery slope, and unreliable footings.
The pueblo Panguana Zona received their first mission
visit and was selected for the new church construction
and two wells. Although construction of the church is
started before the team arrives, the team completes the
walls, altar, and benches all within just a few days! With
the construction prep, the pueblo was also anticipating
our arrival. The people were well prepared for us and
greeted us with smiles and shared their hugs, babies, and
willing to praise our Lord Jesus Christ together at the
initial church service. This church service was in a heavy
rainstorm; muddy land turned into little rivers, men
stood on benches to hold the awning down against high
wind gusts, and little eyes stared at every white person’s
movement. We were instructed to sit behind the people

of the pueblo so they would praise and not watch, yet
curious eyes still found us.
In the pueblos we gave sunglasses which were necessary
regardless of the trendy allure. Several patients in the
clinic suffered from a form of cataracts from being too
close to the sun. Prevention is easily achieved by using the
sunglasses, but without care, blindness will result.
A woman by the name of Devora gave
me a double arm hug like an old friend
would. I admired her gourd, (“wingo”
in Peru) that was fashioned into a bowl
as well as the handcrafted broom. I soon
regretted my interest when she offered
the broom to me as a gift. She was
amongst several others who wanted to
give a gift in appreciation for the multiple
benefits from the mission team. My
regret came from taking such a practical
item for my souvenir, but I am humbled
with her open heart and grateful for the
wonderful reminder to keep them in my
heart and prayer.
I was able to share the Hope Seeds story. “Each family will
receive a set of garden seeds with a garden bag. We do this
because we know our God loves and cares for us.” The
garden seeds and bag were distributed with the Spanish
translation of the ‘Message of Hope’ Gospel message.
During the trip I also had a chance to connect with some
of the Medical Leadership for the team and learn about
the good doctors who were called to give their gifts for
humanitarian aid. My time with the team was a blessing
and we all bonded after sharing in this great adventure.
I cannot thank my family, my church, and my friends
enough for this time of growth and an experience from
which I can build for the future plans the Lord has for me.
-By Bethany Matzke, Hearts Afire Team Member
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2014 Year in Review
UGANDA JANUARY
Vitamins________________________ 20,000
Patient Encounters ___________ More than 500
Lab Tests___________________________ 30
Bibles Distributed_____________________ 50
INDIA MARCH
Salvations___________________ Almost 600
Healing_____________________________ 5
Meals Provided_____________________ 876
Vitamins________________________ 30,000
Patient Encounters___________________ 826
Lab Tests___________________________ 40
Ultrasound___________________________ 1
Medical Education___________________ 125
PHILIPPINES JUNE
Boat Building/Typhoon Relief_________ Ongoing
Salvations_________________________ 149
Healing____________________________ 27
Meals Provided_____________________ 150
Vitamins________________________ 30,000
Reading/Sun Glasses_________________ 100
Patient Encounters___________________ 445
Children’s Ministry___________________ 500
PERU JULY
Churches Built________________________ 1
Salvations__________________________ 59
Bibles Distributed_____________________ 88

Sandals___________________________ 142
Glasses/Sunglasses___________________ 55
Mosquito Nets_______________________ 44
Vegetable Seeds_______________ 5,000/Pkts
Patient Encounters___________________ 325
Dental Encounters____________________ 60
Children’s Ministry___________________ 170
Wells Built___________________________ 2
Vitamins________________________ 20,000
HAITI JULY
Salvations__________________________ 88
Bibles Distributed____________________ 100
Vegetable Seeds_______________ 5,000/Pkts
Patient Encounters___________________ 573
Children’s Ministry___________________ 500
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC AUGUST
Salvations__________________________ 30
Vegetable Seeds_______________ 2,500/Pkts
Patient Encounters___________________ 191
Dental Hygiene_____________________ 275
Medical Education____________________ 14

MOVE D
New Hearts Afire
Office Location
2614 Manatee Avenue West
Bradenton, Florida 34205
(941) 552-1584
www.heartsafire.us
info@heartsafire.us

SWAZILAND SEPTEMBER
Salvations__________________________ 58
Meals Provided____________________ 1,000
Vitamins________________________ 20,000
Patient Encounters___________________ 508
Wells Built___________________________ 1

SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE • SAVE THE DATE

Hearts Afire Benefit
9TH ANNUAL

Friday, February 20, 2015
at Michael’s On East, Sarasota, Florida
Silent Auction and Reception at 6:30 p.m.
Dinner, Program and Live Auction at 7:30 p.m.
Join us with our friends, team members
and project partners!
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Sign up for a trip now and make a difference in the world!

2015 Mission Trips

Dominican
Republic
JUNE

Haiti

Kenya

JULY

August

Swaziland
SEPTEMBER

Call 941-552-1584 or email info@HeartsAfire.us for more information.
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HEARTS AFIRE – Passionately providing resources and hope to people
in need through the life-giving power of God’s love.

Or Current Resident

(941) 552-1584
Hearts Afire, Inc.
2614 Manatee Avenue
Bradenton, Florida 34205
www.HeartsAfire.us
info @ HeartsAfire.us
Not-For-Profit: 501(c)3
Tax ID #22-3927470

A VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU TO…
• Our 2014 team leaders, Pastor Warren McGregor, Dr. Tom Kelly, Dr. Vilma
Vega, Dr. Alinda Cox, Dr. Robert Lycksell and Dr. Joe Pecoraro
• Sun City Center United Methodist Church, Christian Family Church and The
Bridge Church for generously giving to our major projects
• Hope Seeds for providing seeds for the 2014 mission trips
• Rose Reese for faithfully volunteering to help in the office on a weekly basis
• Anonymous Country Changer donor
• Judith A. Meyncke Village Changer donor
• Dr. Elizabeth Elbert for donating to the feeding program and the well
in Swaziland
• All of our volunteers and those who donate and pray for Hearts Afire.

Hearts Afire Welcomes Kara Hosler
We welcome Kara Hosler to our
team as the administrative assistant. One of her favorite quotes
is, “You can give without loving, but you can’t love without
giving.” Her giving is evident
in many areas of her life.
Kara and her husband, Sid,
are both active at The Bridge
Church where Sid is the administrative support director and
Kara sings on the worship team. Since its inception, she
has been involved with Hearts Afire as a vocalist at several of our annual benefits, in the design of table displays
and signs for silent auctions, and with project promotions
and program coordination.
“I am honored and overwhelmed to have this opportunity to work with Hearts Afire,” said Kara.
Visit our Hearts Afire office at its new location 2614
Manatee Avenue West, Bradenton 34205 and meet Kara!

