




















Nathan Warren was one 
of the founders of Bethel 
African Methodist Episco
pal Church in Little Rock 
about 1863. 

authorities of the Government under which we live in the dispensation of 
Divine Providence; praying that God may guide them into all wisdom and 
righteousness; and exhorting our membership to quiet and dutiful obedience, 
such as the Gospel ordains!" 

The conference also adopted a resolution requesting the General Con
ference to insert in the Discipline a rule forbidding preachers to discuss 
partisan political issues in the pulpit. In addition, the members faced 
the realization that their "political and domestic" relations" to the 
Negroes had "in the Providence of God ... materially changed." They 
pledged themselves to "relax nothing in our endeavors to ameliorate their 
moral condition," that each pastor consider himself a missionary to the 
Negroes; that "efficient local brethren" be enlisted to minister to Negroes 
or to assist the pastor in so doing. 27 

The fighting was over. But the effects of it-and of Reconstruction
lingered on for decades in the affairs and feelings of the people of 
Arkansas, both as citizens and as church members. The familiar charge 
that "war is hell" was verified in this yarn of an Arkansas soldier, 
trudging along one day alone, who met a Methodist circuit rider. 

"What army do you belong to?" asked the preacher. 
"I belong to the --- regiment, Van Darn's army," replied the soldier. 

"What army do you you belong to?" 
"Oh, I belong to the army of the Lord," was the reply. 
"Well, then, my friend," said the soldier, "you are a long ways from head

quarters, for it sure is hell around here." 2 8 
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