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December 5, 2021
Vision Statement of First Presbyterian Church
Strengthening families;
Sowing friendships;
Serving community;
In the name of Jesus Christ

2nd Sunday of Advent

December 5, 2021

PRELUDE
RINGING OF THE BELL
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING
Today we light the candle of Peace
*INTROIT
“I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”
I heard the bells on Christmas day their old familiar carols play. And
wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth goodwill to men.
*CALL TO WORSHIP
Pat Butts
by Sarah Speed || Sanctified Art
L: If life was a home, then we would pray—
P: may love be the foundation. May God be the cornerstone. May
the Spirit be the windows—ushering light in. And may hope be
the walls—holding us together.
L: In this hour of worship, let us work toward building that home
together. We may not know the path ahead, but God is here, even now.
P: Let us give thanks for a foundation of love. Let us worship Holy
God.
*OPENING HYMN #96 “On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry’

v 1-2 Tune: Puer Nobis Nascitur

1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry announces that the Lord is nigh;
awake and hearken, for he brings glad tidings of the King of kings!
2 Then cleansed be every life from sin; make straight the way for God
within, and let us all our hearts prepare for Christ to come and enter
there.
PRAYER OF ADORATION:
Rev. Dr. Patrick Sileo
Holy God, we lift our hearts in praise to you. Thank you for your
unfailing love for us. We lift our lives up to you as an offering of

praise. May this place be filled with your spirit and our willing
hearts. Amen.
FPCH RINGERS: ADVENT MEDITATION
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
CALL TO CONFESSION:
Imagine that today is a new start. We will hear in the story of
scripture Zechariah welcoming his son John to the world. How
wonderful to hear the joy in welcoming a new life. That joy is available
to us today as we confess our hearts before the one who hears us.
UNISON CONFESSION: Holy one, you usher us into silence so we
may hear your voice calling to us. We listen more closely to the noise
of our insecurity, dashed hopes and fear. Forgive us when we misstep
and forget you are our foundation of love. We confess we desire peace
but don’t know always know how to foster it. Give us willing minds,
hearts, and hands to nurture hope in Jesus who came to us in a tiny
baby boy. In his name we pray, Amen.
ASSURANCE OF PARDON: The apostle Paul writes, “I thank my God
every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one
of my prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from
the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one who began a
good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus
Christ.” Siblings in Christ, believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we
are forgiven, Amen.
*GLORIA PATRI
SCRIPTURE LESSON: Luke 1:57-80
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a
son. 58 Her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown his
great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.59 On the eighth day
they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him

Zechariah after his father. 60 But his mother said, “No; he is to be called
John.” 61 They said to her, “None of your relatives has this
name.” 62 Then they began motioning to his father to find out what
name he wanted to give him. 63 He asked for a writing tablet and
wrote, “His name is John.” And all of them were
amazed. 64 Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God. 65 Fear came over all their
neighbors, and all these things were talked about throughout the
entire hill country of Judea. 66 All who heard them pondered them and
said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the
Lord was with him. 67 Then his father Zechariah was filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: 68 “Blessed be the Lord God of
Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
69 He has raised up a mighty savior[a] for us in the house of his servant
David, 70 as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of
old, 71 that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of
all who hate us. 72 Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our
ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, 73 the oath that he
swore to our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74 that we, being rescued
from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without fear, 75 in
holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 76 And you, child,
will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the
Lord to prepare his ways, 77 to give knowledge of salvation to his
people by the forgiveness of their sins. 78 By the tender mercy of our
God, the dawn from on high will break upon[b] us, 79 to give light to
those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet
into the way of peace.” 80 The child grew and became strong in spirit,
and he was in the wilderness until the day he appeared publicly to
Israel.
SERMON Rev. Erin M. Hayes-Cook
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH: Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell;
the third day he arose again from the dead; he ascended into
heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
from thence he shall to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of
the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.
OFFERING SENTENCE
DOXOLOGY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION/CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
Rev. Dr. Patrick A. Sileo
Hear the gracious words of our Savior Jesus Christ:
Come to me, all you who labor and are heavily burdened, and I will
give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
I am the bread of life. Those who come to me shall not hunger,
and those who believe in me shall never thirst. No one who comes
to me will I cast out.
Happy are those who hunger and thirst to do what is right, for they shall
be filled.
*COMMUNION HYMN #507 Come to the Table of Grace v. 1, 2
1 Come to the table of grace. Come to the table of grace.
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of grace.
2 Come to the table of peace. Come to the table of peace.
This is God's table; it's not yours or mine. Come to the table of peace.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift your hearts. Let us pray together.
It is right and good to give you thanks, almighty God. We praise
you for Jesus Christ, who was tempted in every way we are, yet
without sin, and who, having overcome temptation, is able to help
us in our times of trial, and to give us strength to take up the cross
and follow him. Amen.
WORDS OF THE INSTITUTION
SHARING IN THE BREAD OF LIFE
UNISON PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION God of grace, you renew us at
your table with the bread of life. May this food strengthen us in love
and help us to serve you in each other. We ask this in the name of
Jesus the Lord. Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
CLOSING HYMN: #69 “I, THE LORD OF SEA AND SKY” v. 1,3
I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I who made the stars of night. I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?
Chorus
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night
I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart.
3 I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame
I will set a feast for them, my hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send? Chorus
CHARGE

BENEDICTION
Serving Our Congregation Today
Officiant: Rev. Dr. Patrick A. Sileo
Preaching: Rev. Erin M Hayes-Cook
Worship Leader: Pat Butts
Music Director: Lorinda Ravo
Greeting: Carol Miller, Ellen Bergman
CONGREGATIONAL MEETING TODAY
By order of the Session, the congregation of the First Presbyterian Church
of Hackettstown, NJ is called to meet on December 5 th, 2021, following a
2pm worship service, to conduct the following business:
Approve the candidate recommended by the Pastor Nominating
Committee to be the new pastor of First Presbyterian Church.
No other business may be transacted at this meeting. Public notice of this
meeting will be posted for two successive Sundays.
Donna Erickson,
Clerk of the Session

FELLOWSHIP AFTER CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
There will be a fellowship time after the congregational meeting on
Sunday, December 5th. Worship is at 2pm, followed by the
congregational meeting. After the meeting, we will have the
fellowship across the street in the chapel. The extra room will allow
people to mingle, snack and meet the new pastor. Masks are not
required in the chapel but can be worn if desired.
SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICS TRULY OPEN
Service on begins at 10 am, with the live stream broadcast 9:50 am.
NOTE: TODAY December 5th Worship is at 2pm with
congregational meeting following the service
The Session of FPCH is requiring masks be worn during the service as we
now have children who are not yet old enough to be vaccinated back with
us. For a full copy of the Covid-19 policy please contact the church office.

Next Sunday
The children of our congregation will be presenting their
Sunday School Christmas Nativity Pageant during the
10 am worship service. They have been working hard to
learn their lines, and we hope you'll join us for this very
special Sunday.
FREE COMMUNITY DINNER THIS
SATURDAY DECEMBER 11th
First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown
is hosting a free community dinner on the
second Saturday of each month starting at
5:30PM at the chapel on Main Street (291

Main Street).
Advent Study on Wednesdays in December
Wednesday’s December, at 7pm we will study
"The Heart Grew Three Sizes" by Matthew Rawle.
Contact Ryan VanOrden for link to order the study book.
ZOOM ID is 728 059 2407
Parables will resume in January (January 12th).

The Worship Committee is Looking for a Volunteer
We are looking for folks who would be interested in being a substitute
camera operator for our live-streaming on Sunday mornings. We'll
provide the training and the equipment, and you get a front row seat to
the service! If you are able to help out on the Sundays when our regular
camera person is not available, please let Geof Gohlich know, or contact
the church office at 908-852-4011. Thanks!

SHARE OUR SMILES
We want to let our church family share the joys that they have with our
congregation. Send you good news to Pat Gohlich
at gohlich73@gmail.com. We'll share your smiles during our morning
announcements in the service! Help us celebrate with you!

Christmas Poinsettia
In celebration of the 2021 Christmas Season the Deacons are asking you to help fill the
sanctuary with color by sponsoring a silk Christmas Poinsettia.
Sponsorships are $5.00 per plant. May be In Thanksgiving for…anyone dear to you or In
Memory of …. friends or family that have enriched your life.
Please make checks payable to The Deacons and mail to
First Presbyterian Church, c/o The Deacons, 298 Main St, Hackettstown, NJ 07840
or you may drop off your forms and payment in the church mailbox.
All forms and payment must be received no later than Sunday, December 5th
Please return the bottom portion with your payment, if you need additional space you may use
the
back of this form or submit on an additional piece of paper, thank you!
Sponsor:______________________________________________________________________
In Memory of:
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
In Thanksgiving
for:__________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Plants Sponsored:__________________

Amount Enclosed:_____________________

Have Questions? Need more information?
Please contact Jackie @ 908.656.4225 or Ellen @ 908.797.0013

FYI-INFORMATION
11/28/2021
In-Person Attendance
Virtual Attendance
11/28/2021
Weekly Offering

70
204
$1,284

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES at FPCH
Dec. 6-11, 2021
Monday-Friday 9am-12pm
Church Office
Visitors must wear masks
Monday-Fiday
9am-12pm
Heaven Sent Nursery School
Wednesday
7pm (Zoom)
Advent Bible Study
Thursday
6:30pm
Chime Choir Rehearsal
Masks please. Music Room
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES in our Chapel Dec. 6-11, 2021
Monday
10:30-11:30am
AA Step by Step
7:00pm
Boy Scout Troop 158
7:00pm
Girls Troop 143
Scouting BSA
Tuesday
7:30pm-9pm
NA Change or Die
Wednesday
7:30-9:00pm
Stone Soup Symphony
Thursday
10:30-11:30am
AA New Beginnings
Friday
Storage use only
Colonial Musketeers
Saturday
5:30pm
Free Community Dinner
FOR PASTORAL CARE,
Call the church office at: 908-852-4011.
Church Web Site: www. fpchackettstown.org.
Church’s e-mail: fpchnj@gmail.com

