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SYLLABUS
A Roadmap to the News of the University Club of Rockford, Illinois

President’s Letter

Thirdly, the Board of Directors
recommended and the membership
by John Mecklenburg
approved a $20 per month increase in
Friends,
dues for senior members and a $10
per month increase for categories of
Thank you to
membership eligible for reduced
everyone who was
monthly fees. This is the first dues
able to attend and
participate in the
Therefore, until further notice, anyone increase in four years.
#####
Club’s Annual
who sponsors someone to join the
Membership
Club will receive a $250 credit on his
Finally, last year at this time, we
Meeting on January
or her monthly statement, following
announced that we would be open on
10. I really appreciate your support of the new member’s payment of the first Saturday nights throughout the 2017
the Club.
month’s invoice.
calendar year for member dining, as
space allowed. This significant change
Likewise, I appreciate the tone and
The initial funding for this program
in practice was based on the results
tenor of the discussion surrounding
comes from what remains in the
the various topics. It reflected the best Membership Recruitment Assessment, of the member survey and the recommendations of our Club consultants.
of the University Club’s membership. which was levied and collected in
Thank you.
calendar 2017.
You may recall we indicated at the time
#####
The incentive may not appeal to some that we would evaluate Saturday night
Now, for a few of the highlights of the people, and we understand. Others are usage and base a decision going forAnnual Meeting . . .
ward on the results. I regret to say that
comfortable with the concept and
a review of the situation in October
welcome
the
opportunity
to
introduce
First, a quick report on our 2017
Membership Drive experiment and a their friends and business associates to showed that we were not consistently
the Club. To make it easier for you to drawing a sufficient number of diners
heads up on our plans for 2018.
showcase what we have to offer, Lisa to financially justify remaining open on
Membership is the lifeblood of any
Saturday nights.
and the Management Team will host
private club, and the University Club
special “Prospective Member Events” So, as a compromise, in calendar 2018,
of Rockford is no exception. Each
in the coming months. Stay tuned!
we will attempt to offer at least ONE
year, we lose some members due to
Saturday night dining experience per
Twenty-five
or
30
new
member
nature or change in personal circummonth, generally scheduling it to
families
would
make
a
major
difference
stances. Each year, we must welcome
coincide with a downtown event or a
in
our
Club
and
its
finances
in
the
a minimum of 10 to 15 new members
Club activity.
coming
year.
Think
about
it.
to stay even.
Last year, you gave us funds to hire a
part-time Membership Director in the
hope that we could bring in more new
members in 2017. We hired an
individual who worked diligently,
but with limited success, for approximately six months. That experiment
has ended.
Therefore, we are introducing a new
Member Recruitment Incentive
program, effective immediately.

Historically, most new members are
introduced to the Club by current
members. Generally, it is our friends,
acquaintances or business associates
who are most interested in joining
and who enjoy their memberships
the most.

#####

Secondly, the Buildings and Grounds
Committee recommended and the
membership approved a $150 per
family assessment for 2018. The
assessment will be billed in monthly
installments. It is intended to recoup
the expense of clean-up, repair and
rebuilding of the basement level due
primarily to the summer flood and to
remove the tree from the deck, as it is
in danger of collapsing.
#####

#####

So, let’s enjoy our February evenings
by the fireplaces in the living room and
the library for now and look forward
to spring weather, just ahead, when we
can once again relax with friends on
the deck or by the pool and watch our
beautiful Rock River glide by.

Member News
Congratulations to U Club member Elder Granger II, an attorney who was named one of the
Rockford Register Star’s “People to Watch” in 2018. Elder, who began his legal career as a public
defender for Winnebago County, opened his own law firm a year ago. Say hello and congrats to this
rising star next time you see him at the Club.


Welcome, New Members!

Elder
Granger, II

We’re pleased to welcome G. Lee & Mildred Hartsfield to the Club. He attended DePaul University and
University of N.Y. She attended Century College of Medical Technology.
Welcome to David E. & Cie Marie Anderson, sponsored by their son, David Anderson, Jr. He attended
University of California at Berkeley and Stanford; she attended University of Michigan Ann Arbor.


Getting to Know Julie Thomas
New University Club Board member Julie Thomas, executive director of the Rockford
Symphony Orchestra, wants to put her non-profit management skills to work in a volunteer
role for another organization she believes in.
“I work regularly with a volunteer board, and I look forward to being on that side of the
operation,” she said. “It offers me an opportunity to contribute in a different way.”
She said the U Club is a tremendous resource to the RSO, both because of its proximity to
RSO offices and the overlap in users. Many RSO patrons also belong to the U Club. “I will
be using the club even more than I already do,” she said. “It’s a perfect location for quiet,
private meetings.”
U Club Board Member
Julie Thomas

She’s excited about the increasing number of special events that attract a variety of audiences
to the Club, and she hopes to support such efforts during her tenure on the Board.


The Social Corner
by Patrick O’Gorman,
Chairman Social Committee
At the annual meeting on January 10,
I asked for your input on how we can
take the University Club of Rockford
to the next level and achieve the goal
set by the Board of Directors to be
the premier social club in Northern
Illinois. We set a lofty goal, and we’ve
come a long way toward achieving it.
We have nearly 300 members with
various classifications, and yet, our
Social Committee is made up of only
five members and Kelly. That’s less
than 2% participation. Could you give
a few hours of your time each month
to your club to make it better? I would
love to see our committee double or
triple in size. With your help, we can

continue making progress and achieve
our goal. We meet on the first Monday
of the month at 5:30 p.m. Join us!
This February, we’re offering several
notable new social events:

dancing pleasure. It’s sure to be a
popular event, so make your
reservations early.

 Tuesday, February 27. Loaded
Brush Night featuring 317 Studio.
For this return event, our members
 Tuesday, February 6. Our first
(artists!) will paint the Jefferson
game night.
Street Bridge looking west toward
We will be playing the popular dice
downtown in Van Gogh’s The Starry
game, “Left-Center-Right.” This
Night style. See the sample on the
no-skill, all-luck game can be played
video board in the entryway. Don’t
by couples or singles, so stop by and
have that artistic touch? Don’t
give it a roll while you mingle with
worry! It’s almost like painting by
fellow U-Clubbers.
numbers. Last fall’s event was a
sell-out, so gather a group of friends
 Saturday, February 10. Our first
and guests and make reservations.
Valentine’s Dinner Dance.
The Firelight Dimmers will keep the
(Continued on page 3)
night hopping for your listening and

The Social Corner, continued
be in good company, as numerous
U Club members already have signed
up. They include: Marilyn
Dougherty, Joan Tilson, Chuck &
Marge Elliot, Patrick & Debra
O’Gorman and Rex & Carol Parker.
For information about the cruise and
special perks, call John Sturm at
Lindstrom Travel, 815-398-8888.
Danube River Cruise

Lindstrom Travel reports that there
still are openings for the Danube River
Cruise this October. The seven-night
cruise starts in Nuremberg and ends
in Budapest, with several stops along
the way, including Vienna. Don’t wait
too long to sign up because river
cruising is popular, and this boat now
is available to the general public. You’ll

Exercise Classes Coming Soon!

Meanwhile, there’s a silver lining, after
all, to the dark clouds that caused last
summer’s flood damage to the lower
level. In the course of repairing the
damage, we will be adding stairway
access (rather than ladder) to the
squash court and redoing the area
outside the court to create universal
access with lockers to secure belong-

ings. The showers/changing area will
be moved to the pool area locker
rooms. These changes will allow us to
offer exercise classes such as yoga and
pilates on the squash court. Look for
these changes in the spring/summer.
Event Sponsor Opportunities

Lastly, I am asking every member to
consider being a financial sponsor
for one major event annually.
Sponsorships range from $100 or as
high as $500, and the benefits include
special perks and recognition. These
sponsorships give us the ability to
offer quality social programs like the
ones you enjoyed in 2017. More
to come on this subject in the
near future.



Club Notes
by Lisa Pass
General Manager/COO

History and Women’s Studies, makes a
timely return to Forbes University.

New Seasonal Dinner Menu starting February 10 | Valentine’s Dinner
Thursday, February 1!
with Live Music

Join us for dinner on Thursday &
Friday nights! Thursday nights, dinner
is served from 5–8:30 p.m. and
includes prime rib. On Friday, dinner
is served from 5–9 p.m. featuring
our always-popular Friday Fish Fry
and more!

Celebrate Valentine’s Day early on
Saturday, February 10. We will be
offering a prix fixe dining experience
from 5–8 p.m., with music and
dancing from 7:30–10:30 p.m. The
cost is $60 per person and seating is
limited to 75 people, so please make
reservations soon. Also, enjoy $6
February 6 | Game Night
Join us in the living room at 7 p.m. for glasses of bubbly to celebrate
the game, “Left-Center-Right.” (Please the occasion.
see The Social Corner.)
February 13 | Fat Tuesday, Mardi
February 8 | Forbes University

Thursday, February 8, 6–7 p.m.
“1918 Flu Pandemic and How
Rockford Fared”
One hundred years after the most
devastating infectious disease event
in recorded history, learn how the
influenza pandemic swept the world
and affected Rockford. Rockford
University’s Dr. Catherine Forslund,
Dean of Academic Administration
and Isabel Ross Abbott Professor of

Gras Buffet Dinner

Celebrate Mardi Gras with our annual
buffet dinner from The Big Easy.
Chef Ty has created a special New
Orleans menu of gumbo, muffuletta,
red beans and rice and other Cajun
favorites. In the true spirit of Fat
Tuesday, we will offer $6 hurricanes
and $4 glasses of house wine. The cost
is $13.95 per person and dressing up is
encouraged. Reservations will keep the
Witch Doctor away. The buffet is
from 6–8 p.m., but the hurricanes

Discussion leader Alexis Simmons
listens as Patrick O'Gorman makes a
point about "The Handmaid's Tale"
during the January Book Club meeting.

will be poured all day. The Mardi
Gras buffet takes the place of
Taco Tuesday.
February 13 | Book Club

Join us on Tuesday, February 13, at
7 p.m. as member Shauna Gustafson
leads the group discussion about
“Origins” by Dan Brown. The Mardi
Gras buffet begins at 6 p.m., so plan to
arrive in time for dinner. Please RSVP
so we can properly set up.
(Continued on page 4)

Club Notes, continued
February 15 | Two for
$29.95 Dinner

February Featured Wines

Our Two for $29.95 Dinner is a great
opportunity to treat your friends and
potential new members to the club.
Enjoy salad or coleslaw with choice of
entrée and a side. Dinner also comes
with a choice of house wine (Cabernet,
Chardonnay, Pinot Grigio, Merlot or
White Zinfandel). Reservations help us
serve you better.

Kenwood Pinot Grigio
– Russian River Valley
This wine displays
aromatic notes of white
peach, jasmine and
almond blossoms
complemented
by fresh and crisp
flavors, with a touch of
natural sweetness.

February 20 | Guest
Bartender – RSO

Join us as members Julie Thomas
and Jim Hansberry pour drinks
to raise money for the Rockford
Symphony Orchestra while mingling
with Maestro Steve Larsen.
Complimentary chips and salsas along
with drink specials will be available
from 5-7 p.m. and an expanded Taco
Tuesday dinner menu will be available
for purchase until 8 p.m.

$7.50 Glass; $25 Bottle.
Pairs well with the Cedar
Plank Salmon with Beurre
Blanc.

The Spur – Livermore
Valley
This wine is crafted from a
Cabernet Sauvignon
foundation, but also includes
Petite Sirah, which brings a
distinctively Livermore
Valley expression to the
wine. Each varietal is
farmed, harvested and
handcrafted individually
February 27 | Painting Party
to achieve their greatest
Join us for another great Loaded
expression. This vintage
Brush party at 6:30 p.m. See The
features aromas of ripe
Social Corner for details. The cost is
blueberry and blackberry,
$35 per person. Reservations are
dried cherry, sweet vanilla
required, as it is limited to the first 20 spice, all-spice and clove.
people. Please contact Kelly to reserve Highlighted by a smooth
your spot. Come early to enjoy “Tacos and rich mouthfeel, this wine is
with a Twist.”

wonderfully in balance with intriguing
finesse and complexity.
$8.75 Glass; $31 Bottle.
Pairs well with the Lamb Loin Chop with
Mint Pesto.

 Saturday, March 17
St. Patrick’s Day Dinner
 Thursday, March 22
Chili Cook Off & March Madness
 Saturday, March 31
Kid’s Easter Egg Hunt
 Sunday, April 1
Easter Brunch
 Saturday, May 5
Cinco de Mayo Dinner
 Sunday, May 14
Mother’s Day Brunch
Look for more details about these and
other fun events in the Syllabus, eblasts,
website and on Facebook.

(Continued on page 5)

Ringing in the
New Year!
The Library offered a
cozy setting to dine and
toast the New Year for
U Club friends (clockwise
starting from front left):
Marge and Charles
Elliot, Louise and Tom
Mohr, Mary Lou and
James Gault, and
Marty and James Smith.

FORBES UNIVERSITY
Stimulating Discussion/Lecture Series

Thursday, February 8, 6–7 p.m.
“1918 Flu Pandemic and How Rockford Fared”
One hundred years after the most devastating infectious disease event in recorded history, learn how the
influenza pandemic swept the world and affected Rockford. Rockford University’s Dr. Catherine Forslund,
Dean of Academic Administration and Isabel Ross Abbott Professor of History and Women’s Studies,
makes a timely return to Forbes University.
Join us for stimulating discussion/lecture series of Forbes University, 6–7 p.m. in the Card Room. Then, stay for a delicious
dinner prepared by Chef Ty. When making reservations, please specify if for both discussion and dinner.
Bring Friends & Guests! The series is free to U Club members and their guests. Bring your friends, colleagues
and neighbors.

Club Notes, continued

The club is open for lunch service
Monday – Friday from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m.
Monday Night
The dinner menu features your
homestyle favorites, 5–8 p.m.

 Green Comment Cards are provided
with your dining bill and are also
available in the foyer at the Club.
Please fill them out with the things
you love about your club experience
or some suggestions for improvement. The food and beverage
committee and the board of
directors review the comment cards
monthly. Our goal is to provide
the most enjoyable club experience
for members.

 Remember, you can enjoy all your
U Club favorite meals as carryouts.
Ask your server for a menu to take
Tuesday Night
home. Also, ask about the nightly
Enjoy tacos with a “twist,” a light meal
specials when calling in your orders.  Remember to “like” us on Facebook
or salad, 5–8 p.m. One exception in
to get updates on club happenings
February is Fat Tuesday, Feb. 13,
and lunch specials and to connect

A
gentle
reminder,
reservations
which features our popular Mardi
with
fellow members. Find us at
mean
a
better
dining
experience
Gras Buffet.
“U Club Rockford.”
for not only you, but all of our
Wednesday
members, as we will be better
 The U Club is a great place to start
prepared and staffed to serve your
The club closes after lunch at 2 p.m.
your evening when attending
dining requests. We so appreciate
Thursday Night
downtown events. Whether it’s
your reservations, however, if you
Please enjoy our seasonal menu,
dinner or cocktails and appetizers,
are on the go and drop in at the
including prime rib, 5–8:30 p.m.
start your evening at the club and
last minute, we are happy to
then carpool to your event. Check
welcome you.
Friday Night
the club calendar for hours
Our popular Fish Fry and more,
of operation.
 Do you have a menu item that you
5–9 p.m.
would like to enjoy? Do you have
special dietary requirements? Please See you at the U Club!
Dinner hours will be adjusted based
let us know and we will do our best
on season, so please check the Syllabus,
to meet your needs. Just contact Lisa
eblasts and the website.
or Chef Ty with your requests.

University Club of Rockford
945 N. Main Street
Rockford, IL 61103

Here Is

Phone: (815) 962-1730
editor@uclubrockford.com
president@uclubrockford.com
buildingandgrounds@uclubrockford.com
foodandbeverage@uclubrockford.com
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 February 6, 20 & 27 | Taco Tuesdays with a Twist
 February 6 | Game Night
 February 8 | Forbes University
 February 10 | Valentine’s Dinner with Live Music
 February 13 | Mardi Gras Buffet & Book Club
 February 15 | Two for $29.95
 February 20 | Guest Bartender Night for RSO
 February 27 | Painting Party

Reservations
help us serve
you better.
Thank You!

February 2018 Calendar
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Remember, Kids and Grandkids eat FREE from Kids’ Menu with
the purchase of a regularly priced entrée on Thursday nights.
Reservations allow us to serve you better.
4

11

18

25

5
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 Stuffed Cabbage
 Yankee Pot Roast

6
Taco Tuesday
Steak Tacos
5–8 pm
Game Night
7 pm

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

1
Early Bird
5–8:30 pm
 New menu starts
today

SATURDAY

2
3
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Catfish

8
7
Club Closes at 2 pm Forbes University
6–7 pm
Early Bird
5–8:30 pm
 Mahi Mahi
 Flat Iron Steak
Topped with Spicy
Shrimp

9
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Walleye

10
Valentine’s Dinner
with Live Music
5–8 pm dinner
7:30–10:30 pm
music & dancing

Lunch Service

Monday – Friday
11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
Monday Night
Homestyle Menu

12
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 Chicken & Noodles
 Steak Skewers

13
Fat Tuesday
Mardi Gras Buffet
6–8 pm
Book Club
7 pm

14
15
Club Closes at 2 pm Early Bird
5–8:30 pm
 Two for 29.95*

16
17
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 Perch

19
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 Roast Turkey
Breast
 Baked Tilapia

20
Guest Bartender,
RSO
5–7 pm
Taco Tuesday
Grilled Mahi-Mahi
Tacos
5–8 pm

22
21
Club Closes at 2 pm Early Bird
5–8:30 pm
 Wisconsin Ivory
Char
 Manhattan Steak
Beef Wellington

23
24
Fabulous Friday
Fish, 5–9 pm
 CajunSeasoned
Tilapia

27
Taco Tuesday
Beef Tacos
5–8 pm
Painting Party
6:30 pm

28
Club Closes at 2 pm

26
Homestyle Menu
5–8 pm
 Lake Trout
 Shrimp & Grits

Lunch & Dinner
Hours

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Tuesday Night
Taco Tuesdays with
a “Twist”

5:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Thursday Night Early Bird

5:00 – 8:30 p.m.
Fabulous Friday Fish

5:00 – 9:00 p.m.
*Two for $29.95 Special entrée choices:
Greek Chicken
U Club Steak with Gorgonzola
Spinach Stuffed Shells
Blackened Tilapia

Reservations Appreciated
(815) 962-1730
lpass@uclubrockford.com

