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LESSON 1 Direction and Distance 11

Practicing Map Skills

Use what you have learned about direction and distance to answer the

questions about Map 1-1: The United States on page 12.

1. What part of this map shows direction? 

2. What part of this map shows distance? 

3. If you were in Kansas, in which direction would you have to travel to

reach each of the states listed below? Use intermediate directions when

necessary.

a. South Dakota

b. Virginia

c. Utah

d. Texas

e. Washington

f. Florida

g. New Mexico

h. Michigan

4. How many miles does the full length of the scale bar on the map 

represent? 

5. About how many miles is it from east to west across Colorado? 

6. About how many miles is it from north to south across Texas at its 

widest point? 

7. How would you measure a distance on the map that is longer than the

scale bar?

Place a piece of paper on the map and mark each end point of the distance to be measured. 

Place one end point on the scale bar at zero. Put a mark at the end of the scale. 

Slide the paper over so the mark lines up with zero. Keep doing this until you reach the end point. 

Then multiply the number of spaces by the distance the scale bar represents.

8. About how many miles is it from Ohio to Oklahoma when traveling 
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