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The season to give thanks.
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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

It’s hard to believe that November is just around the corner. How can this be possible? We just returned from the NMSDC
national conference, and now we are supposed to start thinking about turkey, wrapping paper, and tinsel? The year is going
by quickly. Although the year is slowly wrapping up, I would be remiss if I did not take a moment to say thank you. Thank
you to our corporate members, thank you to our MBEs. Thank you to our community partners, thank you to our volunteers.
Thank you to our sponsors, thank you to our board of directors and thank you to our staff. This is the season of thanks, and
without your support, 2017 would have been extremely difficult to get through.
Now, before you start thinking about the variety of dishes you are planning on tasting this holiday season, or before you
start thinking about how you want to celebrate the new year, I want to give particular attention to one of our distinguished
corporate members, Toyota. This year at the NMSDC black-tie gala held in Detroit, Oct. 23-25, Harriet Michel, former
NMSDC President, presented Toyota’s Robert Young, Toyota Motor North America, Group Vice President of Purchasing,
Supplier Engineering Development & Cost Planning, with the National NMSDC Corporation of the Year award. Toyota is
one of four corporations to have won NMSDC Corporation of the Year more than three times since its creation over 45 years
ago. Toyota spends over $3 billion directly with over 300 diverse suppliers, and Toyota’s suppliers spend nearly $1 billion
with over 1500 diverse suppliers at the Tier 2 level. Toyota has been a strong supporter of SRMSDC and it is my sincere
pleasure to share this astounding news with the network. Congratulations Toyota and congratulations, personally, to board
member Chuck Hendrix, Supplier Diversity Senior Manager, for the outstanding work you do in support of diverse suppliers.
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Lastly, please make a point to look at the Key Dates section of this newsletter. There are some activities that the SRMSDC
is supporting over the next 60 days that are worth your time. Please take a look at your calendars and, if your schedule
permits, please make a point to attend these special events. We hope to see you soon. 		

Alvino
												

WWW.SRMSDC.ORG

Register at www.entergy.com/supplierregistration

2017 Mississippi Supplier Diversity Forum
Thursday, November 9, 2017
8:00 AM – 11:30 AM
Entergy Echelon Auditorium
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213
Register
Admission is free!

• Don’t miss this opportunity to meet Entergy’s Supply Chain
Team , SC sourcing leads and Entergy’s prime contractors.
• The event will feature a presentation by Entergy MS
leadership
• Learn about AMI (Smart Meters) and renewables
• Learn quick tips to Responding to RFP’s
• Meet Certification Agencies and Advocacy Groups
Entergy supplier registration portal
www.entergy.com/supplierregistration

Supplier Diversity Prime Supplier Expo
November 2, 2017
1:00 pm to 4:00 pm
Hilton Garden Inn
3330 Harding Blvd.
Baton Rouge, LA 70807

In an effort to expand access for diverse suppliers, ExxonMobil is hosting a local diverse supplier procurement
expo in North Baton Rouge. This event will provide an opportunity for local diverse suppliers to network with
ExxonMobil and their prime suppliers for potential business opportunities. ExxonMobil recognizes that these
suppliers can inject competition, innovation and creative solutions that provide benefit to their bottom line.
If you are interested in attending, please contact Susan Stentz at susan.f.stentz@exxonmobil.com.

CONNECT WITH US

2017 NATIONAL MINORITY SUPPLIER DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL (NMSDC)
CORPORATION OF THE YEAR
Toyota recognized as Corporation of the Year by the
National Minority Supplier Development Council
October 30, 2017
DETROIT, Mich., Oct. 30, 2017 -- At a black-tie gala wrapping up its annual Conference and Business Opportunity
Exchange, held this year in Detroit, Oct. 23-25, Harriet Michel, former NMSDC President presented Toyota with the
National Minority Supplier Development Council (NMSDC) Corporation of the Year award to Robert Young, Toyota
Motor North America R&D (TMNA R&D) group vice president, Purchasing & Supplier Engineering Division. Toyota is
one of four corporations to have won corporation of the year more than three times from the NMSDC in its 45-year
history. Toyota spends over $3 Billion directly with over 300 diverse suppliers and Toyota's suppliers spend nearly $1
Billion with over 1500 diverse suppliers at the Tier 2 level.
“We are truly honored by this recognition and can’t thank NMSDC, its regional affiliates and corporate members for
their tremendous support as we have integrated procurement and development best practices into our supply base
development process. This recognition reflects the strong work being done across Toyota North America to enhance
our inclusive sourcing practices and our collaboration with our supplier partners. We are only as good as our supply
team and we are so fortunate to have a great team supporting our development of “Ever Better Vehicles.”
Louis Green, NMSDC’s interim president, congratulated the honorees, saying, “We are truly proud to recognize the
leaders among our corporate members, and the individuals who work to advance minority supplier diversity and
development; and to recognize, too, the outstanding minority business enterprises in our network for their business
growth and development, operational success, support of other minority businesses and active participation in the
community.”
During the ceremony, Adrienne Trimble, general manager TMNA Diversity & Inclusion was recognized as one of the
top 45 individuals within the NMSDC network — past or present, MBE or corporate, NMSDC presidents, regional or
national members — who have been most influential in shaping and growing the NMSDC over its 45-year history.
NMSDC’s Conference is the nation’s premier forum on minority supplier development. More than 6,000 corporate
CEOs, procurement executives and supplier diversity professionals from the top multinational companies and
international organizations, as well as leading Asian, Black, Hispanic and Native American business owners, gathered
to re-energize their collective efforts to develop and advocate for more vigorous participation by minority-owned firms
in global corporate supply chains. For the host city, Detroit, the economic impact generated by the Conference is
considerable: $7.5 million total, including an estimate of more than $1 million in state and local taxes and 1,400+ jobs
supported.
Toyota (NYSE:TM) has been a part of the cultural fabric in the U.S. and North America for 60 years, and is committed
to advancing sustainable, next-generation mobility through our Toyota and Lexus brands. During that time, Toyota has
created a tremendous value chain as our teams have contributed to world-class design, engineering, and assembly of
more than 33 million cars and trucks in North America, where we operate 14 manufacturing plants (10 in the U.S.)
and directly employ more than 46,000 people (more than 36,000 in the U.S.). Our 1,800 North American dealerships
(nearly 1,500 in the U.S.) sold almost 2.7 million cars and trucks (2.45 million in the U.S.) in 2016 – and about 85
percent of all Toyota vehicles sold over the past 15 years are still on the road today.
Toyota Motor North America Research & Development (TMNA R&D) aims to redefine next-generation cars as not
simply a form of transportation, but as a fully connected vehicle. In fact, Toyota has been the global leader in
automotive patents for the past three years. Centered in Ann Arbor, Michigan, Toyota puts the brightest thinkers from
across America together to focus on allowing people to live more safely and comfortably. Globally, Toyota spends
approximately $1 million per hour on R&D to ensure that Toyota rapidly and continuously develops cutting-edge, highquality, and appealing vehicles
Toyota partners with community, civic, academic, and governmental organizations to address our society’s most
pressing mobility challenges. We share company resources and extensive know-how to support non-profits to help
expand their ability to assist more people move more places. For more information about Toyota, visit
www.toyotanewsroom.com (http://www.toyotanewsroom.com/) .

KEY DATES FOR 2017
11.02.2017 ExxonMobil Supplier Diversity
Prime Supplier Expo
Baton Rouge, LA

11.09.2017 Entergy Mississippi Diversity
Forum

Jackson, MS

11.09.2017 Toyota Opportunity Exchange
Detroit, MI

11.09.2017 SBDC AL Annual Government
Procurement Conference & Matchmaker
Montgomery, AL

12.08.2017 SRMSDC Annual Meeting and
Holiday Reception
New Orleans, LA

12.11.2017 SRMSDC Annual Meeting and
Holiday Reception
Jackson, MS

12.12.2017 SRMSDC Annual Meeting and
Holiday Reception
Birmingham, AL

04.12.2018 Swing into Spring
New Orleans, LA

October List of
Certified MBEs
PARMS CONSTRUCTION
Profressional Construction Management
& General Contracting
UNMANNED SYSTEMS GROUP, LLC

Assist with starting unmanned system
programs
IMS LOGISTICS, LLC
Physical Distribution & Logistics Consulting Services
JOHILLMAN ENTERPRIZES, INC
Human Resources & Consulting
Services
NRK CONSTRUCTION, LLC
Commercial & Institutional Building
Contractors
BRIARWOOD CONTRACTORS
Commercial Construction Contractors
DAVID EDWARDS TRUCKING
General Freight Trucking (Long Distance)
BROTHERHOODWAY GEN. CONTRACTORS
Multifamily Housing Construction, Residential Remodelers

TIDBITS AND BITES We want to hear from you. If you

have been honored, received any new accolades, have newsworthy tips, presented at a business event or want to share news
about your business or your supplier diversity program, let us
know! Please contact Don Lawhorn at dlawhorn@srmsdc.org.

COMMUNITY CHOICE PHARMACY
Retail Pharmacy
HD AND ASSOCIATES
Telecommunications, IT Provider &
Operational Consulting Services
AMERICAN PALLETS
Wood Container & Pallet Manufacturing
ARCHITECNIX, INC
Computer, Software Engineering

CONNECT WITH US

WWW.SRMSDC.ORG
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To register please visit https://asbdc.ecenterdirect.com/events/7903

Annual Government
Procurement Conference
and Matchmaker
“In Honor to Our Veterans”

Date:
November 9, 2017

Time:
8:30am – 2:30pm
Registration: 7:45am

LOCATION:
Hyundai Motor
Manufacturing
Alabama, LLC
900 Hyundai Blvd.
(Training Center)
Montgy., AL 36105

For More Info
Contact:
Thomas Taylor – PTAC
334-229-4848
ttaylor@alasu.edu

This is an annual conference designed to foster business partnerships between
the federal and corporate governments, their prime contractors; and small,
minority, service-disabled veteran-owned, veteran-owned, HUBZone, and
women-owned businesses. Now in its 6th year being co-sponsored by Hyundai
Motor Manufacturing Alabama, the Procurement Conference and Matchmaker
has become the premier event for small businesses throughout the state of
Alabama.
Participating firms will have the opportunity to present their “Capabilities Pitch”
to showcase their products/services to procurement representatives and small
business specialists from government and corporate agencies.
The conference also includes educational sessions such as: “what primes are
looking for in subcontractors; and “the benefits of Mentor Protégé relationships.
Following lunch, there will be pre-selective and open matchmaking sessions as
well as networking opportunities.
Registration Fee of $25.00. Mail/pay by check to: ASU SBDC, 915 S. Jackson St., Montgomery,
AL 36104 or pay at event registration.

Click HERE to Register
Sponsored by: Alabama State University, College of Business Administration
Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
Co-Sponsored by: Hyundai Motor Manufacturing Alabama, LLC

THANK YOU TO OUR
ANNUAL SPONSORS

CONNECT WITH US

