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ABOUT FRETBOARD TOOLBOXES- Over halfway through my 20+
year musical journey | discovered that the big secret | was missing was
that specific chords & notes make up each key. Once | figured that out,
it changed everything! When | knew what those chords & notes were in
each key, then with practice | could easily find a song’s key which made
the chords, melody, and soloing notes of songs start to seem obvious-

| just needed a way to SEE IT. This led me to write “Complete Edition”
Fretboard Toolboxes, which show the chords & scales that make up all
14 Major, minor, and blues keys. With the all-black-and-white Complete
Editions, sometimes it can be hard to quickly see the notes of each
chord, so to make the six main chords of these common keys “pop out’, EZ R
| created the full-color “Essential Editions” for the five most common keys Makmg music with my friend Paul whn'e on
that lots of us play in. Hope you find this to be as helpful as | have! -5ze# family vacation in Yellowstone National Park.

Five of the Most Common Major Keys Page #’s
Essential Edition Instructions 1-2
Key of G Major (I-vi chords) 3-6

Purchaselthisyeditionito

accesstalliofithesetlkey:s:

Quick Major Key Decoder

23

WHAT | HOPE BEGINNER/INTERMEDIATE
PLAYERS LEARN FROM THIS BOOK-

1. The six main chords that make up the keys of

G, A, C, D, & E Major (they're called diatonic chords).
When you know these, then you'll be able to recognize
when chords are in the key (diatonic), and when chords
are outside of the key (shown in italics in my books).

2. The notes that make up the 3 Major and 3 minor
chords in each key (the chord notes in the colored
circles), which helps chord shapes make more sense.

3. The common chord progressions in each key
(shown in the “Some Major Chord Progressions”
boxes), so your ear recognizes them, which helps
you get much better at figuring out songs “on the fly”.

4. The Roman numerals for each chord in each key,
so you can change the key of songs with ease. This

is called “transposing’- see how it works on page 23.
5. How Major scales are built. To learn more about
building Major scales, check out the free “Building
Major Keys Worksheet” and accompanying video at
the “Free Tools” link at: www.fretboard-toolbox.com.

WHAT | HOPE INTERMEDIATE/MORE ADVANCED
PLAYERS LEARN FROM THIS BOOK-

1. The notes of the Major, natural minor, and
pentatonic scales for each key, AND how they relate
to the chords of each key- Note: ALL of the notes in
white boxes in this book are diatonic (in the key), and
ALL diatonic chords are built using only diatonic notes.

2. All of the chord progressions & Roman numerals-
remember that anything in italics is outside of the key.

3. The “bluesy” flat-3 (b3) & flat-7 (b7) notes for each
of the Major chords (especially for Bluegrass & country
players). If you only play the root (I) chord’s Major or
Major pentatonic scale for solos, even if you add the
bluesy b3 & b7 notes, then you’re missing out on the
great sounds of the bluesy notes of each Major chord!

FOR MORE THOROUGH INSTRUCTIONS-

The instructions of this book are decidedly short, so for
more detail you can download the free instructions and
Key of G Major pages for your instrument’s Fretboard
Toolbox “Complete Edition” by going to the “Pick Your
Instrument” link at: www.fretboard-toolbox.com.

Click on the page number at the bottom
(on pp. 2-23) to return to the Table of Contents.
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Overview- Each key in this book has four pages. The
1st two cover the 3 Major diatonic chords & the 2nd two
cover the 3 minor diatonic chords. Just focus on the
location of each section to the right, not the tiny print. :-)

x Keg o{ G Major (and E minor} x

Essential 3-5tring Banjo ~ 2ad Fdition

CHORD & SCALE JIG | -
1. This part shows the six main (diatonic) chords that e |
make up the key and their Major key Roman numerals e o
(in bold). The 2nd Roman numeral is for the relative amhe b | oyp—y
minor key. It also includes the bVII (flat-7) chord, which 1 cunor vlle) | BE) | B e i coumms |
is shown in italics because all Fretboard Toolbox books ownon ool |1e[6) | (&) : V""M:;E:Z 4

show common “rule-breaking” chords & notes in italics.

2. This section includes colored circles around the 3 Y iy comamo | [ Emanin
notes of the 3 Major triads (or the 3 minor triads on the 5 L — HVENY 6760 e
minor pages). Triads are 3-note chords. This is also the | (R e
section used to build both chords AND scales using S — SEEa m———

formulas from the “Chords & Scales” box to the right. L i e O N el ) |

_—\[Fmi:! TS 4!5!5 7[3!9 10 n|1z[1a 14]15 ‘G]‘?l

8. This shows the columns (scale degrees) used to I T -l O O e

make Major, minor, dominant 7, and minor 7 chords. :gf' e B T e

5 o E| F|relfa AEocBEcEEED

4, This shows the columns (scale degrees) used to o _ = sofec] @) [~

make scales. Top yellow box is Major, bottom is minor.

Gmrasnawruwmm White boxes [ Key ol G Magor Root Notes | & |
G Maor (& E mincr) pentatonic: U I —
minor FoatMotes | E |

b3 (Bb) & b7 Fmsk!GMNOR Itabcized

8. The left-hand and middle boxes here show common
chord progressions in the key of G Major, and the Cesn o s i s oo 3 PP —
right-hand box shows common chord progressions in
the key of E minor (the relative minor key of G Major).
Any chords in jtalics here signify chords from outside

of the key, so you’ll hear tension in their sounds. Pay 3{ Key of G Major (and E minor) 3{
special attention to these “rule-breaking” chords Essential 9-String Banjo ~ 24 Edition
because they often add a lot of flavor to songs!

Play along or solo with these chord progressions in all
of the keys in this book on the Free Jam Tracks page!
www.fretboard-toolbox.com/200-free-jam-tracks.html

@. The “Fretboard Jigs”, shown on @, ®, and 40, show
the note locations of the G Major (I) chord in green

circles, the C Major (IV) chord in purple circles, and Ol 8 £ s Uiod g
the D Major (V) chord in orange circles, respectively. e '
These 3 Fretboard Jigs also show the “bluesy” flat-3
(b3) and flat-7 (b7) notes for each of those chords. | Fraboard Jig ~ D Major (V) Chiord Notes lorange circles) |

[Frotw:] 1+ T2 T3 aTs]e[7]e]s]10]s]12]1a]14]15]16]a7]

| Fretboard Jig ~ C Major (IV) Chord Notes (pnrple circles) |
7 |8 |9 [w[11]12]13]14]15]16]17]
alele(d) o
Fi G 4 |Bb|E D
HE G reflG A
o
o

EbfE

A |Bs| B {C

7. The Fretboard Jigs of each key show Major scale

notes in white boxes, and the Major pentatonic notes R L I Te e

are underlined. Use these scales for solos & melodies @ |=l¢ —*a A EORRONMDE

with songs in the key of G Major. They also show the 3 C:_ = (g) Ty %%
(= -

b3 (flat-3) & b7 (flat-7) notes for each Major chord.
G Map ( € o) potaorc: Undaned.

8. Root notes of the Major and relative minor keys are 03(F)857(C) s I DMAJOR azns | [ ey orE moocmomrvoes [ €]
in these special boxes in all Fretboard Toolbox books.
NOTE- Minor key pages (not shown above) are set up

just like this, except they highlight the minor triads, and
show the notes you need to change minor chords into Major chords - a common “rule-breaking” ideal

Loam mone af W Setboard.foobox com 4 € 9000 Seott Sharp
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Contents 8 J Website
CHORD & SCALE JIG | - Notes in white boxes show the diatonic chords and scales. Chords & Scales
" ﬁgsrg r;;:l_c,s ?;r;?ow - Notes in italics are commonly used notes outside of the key. ehord eanotas
: Type: in columns:
Major / relative minor key 1 2 | b3} 3|4 S ||b6| 6 | b7 7 T y? ]
— = Jiajormeee (N NG
emasor 1/ el [a[efB)c E | F|F#| [7 dom 7t 3,5, 57
Aminor  ii/iv c |c# E =il (o],
min 7, m7------1, b3, 5, b7
B minor iii /v D | D# F# A
Scale _Use notes
QM&J_O_R IV / VI Eb N E ﬁ Bb Type: in columns:
Major---------- 1,2,3,4,5,6,7
D MAJOR V/VII F C
g —— i @ Major pentatonic—-1, 2, 3, 5, 6
& ines Sl F#] G |C#| A B|c D nat. min.——-1,2, b3, 4,5, b6, b7
F MAJOR bVil / bl Abl A C Eb min. pentatonic-1, b3, 4, 5, b7
Some G Major Chord Progressions More G Major Chord Progressions Some E minor Chord Progressions
I-V-l G-D-G I-iii-ii-V G-Bm-Am-D I-V-i Em-Bm-Em
1-IV-V G-C-D ii-V-l Am-D-G i-VIl-v Em-D-Bm
I-V-IV G-D-C I-bVII-IV-V G-F-C-D i-VII-i Em-D-Em
I-vi-IV-V G-Em-C-D I-1I-IV-V G-A-C-D i-V-i Em-B-Em
I-vi-ii-V G-Em-Am-D I-llI-IV-iv G-B-C-Cm i-iv-V Em-Am-B
1-ii-IV-V G-Am-C-D 1-l7-VI7-N7-NT i-VII-VI-V  Em-D-C-B
V-Vl D-C-G G-B7-E7-A7-D7 i-iv-VI-V Em-Am-C-B
Fretboard Jig ~G Major (I) Chord Notes (3reen circles)
Fret # 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 |9 (10 (11 12(13 (14| 15|16 | 17

G Major (& E natural minor) scales: White boxes
G Major (& E minor) pentatonic: Underlined
b3 (Bb) & b7 (F) notes for G MAJOR: Italicized

|  Key of G Major Root Notes

| Key of E minor Root Notes
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Fretboard Jig ~ C Major (IV) Chord Notes (purple circles)

7

11 (12

>

|
L

D
A
A

oo @ 0 eo

G Major (& E natural minor) scales: White boxes
G Major (& E minor) pentatonic: Underlined
b3 (Eb) & b7 (Bb) notes for C MAJOR: Italicized

| Key of G Major Root Notes

|  Key of E minor Root Notes

Back Next
Fretboard J ig ~ D Majot (V) Chord Notes (otange circles)

Fret#:| 1 3 4 5 6 7 8 |9 |10|11 (12|13 |14 |15|16 | 17
Q_ " . FEalls]] [2) e ]c F ()] o
2.8 Efl FiFofc] Blc| (o) [E
R -y 5 | ¢ AEGCE B |
@7——4:_ EJ F|(Fofle] B|C E| F(Fe)e
‘eh (&) [B|c BEACE

G Major (& E natural minor) scales: White boxes
G Major (& E minor) pentatonic: Underlined
b3 (F) & b7 (C) notes for D MAJOR: Italicized
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Essential D-String Banjo ~ E-Book 224 Fd.
Contents 8 J Website
CHORD & SCALE JIG | - Notes in white boxes show the diatonic chords and scales. Chords & Scales
" ﬁgsrg r;;:l_c,s ?;r;?ow - Notes in italics are commonly used notes outside of the key. ehord eanotas
: Type: in columns:
Major / relative minor key 1 2 |b3)13 | 4 S ||b6| 6 | b7 7 y?
Major=teee i i3t
GMAJOR  I/1Il E’ AlB|B|C D E F#| |7, dom 7-—— 1.3,5, b7
Aminor  ii/iv A cYc# g MinOr----------------1, b3, §
————— = min 7, m7------1, b3, 5, b7
Bminor, /v ©)ot 2 Scale Use notes
CMAJOR IV/VI|C Eb| E G Bb Type:  in columns:
Major---------- 1,2,3,4,56,7
DMAJOR V/VI]D F | F# A C : :
L _ Major pentatonic—-1, 2, 3, 5,6
Eminor  vi/i [@ J [* @G# A £ - nat. min.—-1,2, b3, 4, 5, b6, b7
F MAJOR bvil/bil] F Abl A C Eb min. pentatonic-1, b3, 4, 5, b7
Some G Major Chord Progressions More G Major Chord Progressions Some E minor Chord Progressions
1-V-I G-D-G l-iii-ii-V G-Bm-Am-D I-V-i Em-Bm-Em
I-IV-V G-C-D ii-V-l Am-D-G i-Vlil-v Em-D-Bm
I-V-IV G-D-C I-bVII-lV-V G-F-C-D i-VIl-i Em-D-Em
I-vi-IV-V G-Em-C-D I-l-1V-V G-A-C-D i-V-i Em-B-Em
I-vi-ii-V G-Em-Am-D I-HlI-IV-iv G-B-C-Cm i-iv-V Em-Am-B
I-ii-IV-V G-Am-C-D -M7-VI7-N7-NT i-VII-VI-V  Em-D-C-B
V-IV-I D-C-G G-B7-E7-A7-D7 i-iv-VI-V Em-Am-C-B
Fretboard J ig ~ A minor (ii) Chord Notes (red circles)
Fret # 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 |9 |10(11 (12|13 |14 |15|16 | 17
©\ 1iD E ¢ | G B c#| D E F#| G|
--------- o
——=2:8B (|€c)| cx | D E Felc]] (a B{clc#| D E
. a |72 d
——3| ] A B fflcYct| D E F# @ A Bl C
o 4D E sl [a B{c)c#n| HEN |F#[c]
= 4 a) |efc)ct|o| HEN |F#[c]

G Major (& E natural minor) scales: White boxes
G Major (& E minor) pentatonic: Underlined
(C#) notes for A MAJOR (ll) chords: Italicized

|  Key of G Major Root Notes

| Key of E minor Root Notes
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Fretboard J ig ~ B minor (iii) Chord Notes (13 ellow circles)

_—\Fret#: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 18 |9(10|11|12(13|14 (15|16 |17

G Major (& E natural minor) scales: White boxes | Key of G Major Root Notes
G Major (& E minor) pentatonic: Underlined :

(D#) notes for B MAJOR (Ill) chords: Italicized |__Key of E minor Root Notes
Back Next

Fretboard J ig ~ E minor (vi) Chord Notes (hlue circles)

Fret#: | 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 |9 |10|11 (12|13 |14 |15|16 | 17
©\ 1 D E F# NG M G# | A B D E F#H G
— 2Bl c D E Fe llclct| A By C D E
e —® —
e 3 W G G# | A Bl C D E F#N G NGH| A BhC
@/4 . D E F# NG M G# | A B D E F#H G
%.9 ElE B Io| He)} |rfc
G Major (& E natural minor) scales: White boxes |  Key of G Major Root Notes
G Major (& E minor) pentatonic: Underlined :
(G#) notes for E MAJOR (V) chords: ltalicized [ Key of E minor Root Notes

Learn more at www.fretboard-toolbox.com Baclc 6 Next © 2019 Scott Sharp
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14 Major Keys: I-bVII chords The chords of each key (the horizontal rows) make up TONS
of popular, Major key songs. Learn the Roman numerals, and you can play them in any key!

Contents

Key (Root)

Essential | ii iii v Vv vi bvil CAPO
Edition p.# MAJOR minor minor MAJOR | MAIJOR minor MAJOR CORNER
3-6 G Am Bm C D Em F E3, D5,C7
Ab Bbm Cm Db Eb Fm Gb G1, E4, D6
7-10 A Bm CH#m D E F#m G G2, E5, D7
Bb Cm Dm Eb F Gm Ab Al, G3,E6
B CHm D#m E F#t G#m A A2, G4, E7

11-14 C Dm Em F G Am Bb A3, G5
CH# D#m E#m F# GH# A#m B C1, A4, G6
Db Ebm Fm Gb Ab Bbm cb C1, A4, G6
15-18 D Em F#m G A Bm C C2, A5, G7
Eb Fm Gm Ab Bb Cm Db D1, C3, A6
19-22 E F#m GHm A B C#m D D2, C4, A7
F Gm Am Bb C Dm Eb E1, D3, C5
Fi# GHm AHm B CH# D#m E E2, D4, C6
Gb Abm Bbm Cb Db Ebm Fb E2, D4, C6

USING THE CAPO CORNER-

The “magic” of capos is that while you play
chords & scales from one key, the capo
changes the Actual Key for you. The CAPO
CORNER shows the key someone is playing
chords from, followed by the fret where the
capo goes. Here are a few examples:

USING THE QUICK MAJOR KEY DECODER-

When you know the chords that make up the
commonly played Keys of G, A, C, D, & E
Major (shown in the 5 white rows above),
AND you can think of those chords as Roman
numerals (1, ii, iii, IV, etc.), then you can use
this Quick Major Key Decoder to change

You can play a I-vi-IV-V chord progression in
any key when you know the Roman numerals
of the chords you’re playing.

Knowing which chords make up the keys AND
the Roman numerals for each chord are two
big secrets to figuring out songs on the fly!

songs from any one of those keys into another | [MActual Key [ Play Chords | Put Capo| CAPO
key. This is called transposing, and | do this of Song: | from Key of: | on Fret #: | CORNER:
all of the time to change songs into better
keys for my (pretty limited) vocal range. :-) G MAJOR | E MAJOR S E3
For example, if a song is in the Key of OLALOR || DIMAIOI 2 B
G Major, and the chord progression is Ab MAJOR| G MAJOR 1 G1
G MAJOR - E minor-C MAJOR - D MAJOR, AMAJOR | G MAJOR 2 G2
then | can see that it's a I-vi-IV-V chord Bb MAJOR| A MAJOR 1 A1
progression. If | want to transpose this chord B MAJOR | AMAJOR 2 A2
progression into the Key of D Major, then |
can see that the progression becomes C#/Db MAJ.| C MAJOR 1 C1
D MAJOR -B minor-G MAJOR - A MAJOR. Eb MAJOR| D MAJOR 1 D1

FINAL THOUGHTS-
| hope that many of the tools in this book help
you to SEE musical ideas more clearly, and

opens up all sorts of new, useful ideas in your
playing. Best of luck on your musical journey!

Happy playing, Ses Skap

Want more? Fretboard Toolbox “Complete Editions” show

the chords and scales for all 14 Major, minor, & blues keys!
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