Last week, 


we spent time in this text 


looking at what this episode at the beginning of Jesus' ministry meant for him.  

I challenged us at the end, 


to be thinking about what the fully grown Jesus of Nazareth 



that is Messiah, 



Prophet, 



Son of God, 



and King 


means for us as followers, 



siblings, 



and those baptized in the name or character, 


not only of Jesus, 



but the Father 



and Holy Spirit as well.  

I would like to spend today wrestling further with what that means for us.

Now, trying to make direct comparisons from what Jesus 

did to what we should do 


can be dangerous at times.  

Jesus had a calling from God to be Messiah, 


King, Prophet, and Son of God.  

We have a calling from God to be followers of Jesus, 


the Messiah, King, Prophet, and Son of God.  



Not to be these ourselves.  

Many of our issues come when we try to be our own savior.   


So while normally dangerous, 



Matthew makes it clear 




that baptism is something that we ourselves should consider.  

Jesus undergoes baptism at the start of his ministry.  

He then passes it on to his disciples at the end of his ministry.  


As we know, 



the Great Commission at the end of Matthew, 


Jesus commands us to 



“go and make disciples of all nations, 



baptizing them in the name of the Father 




and of the Son 




and of the Holy Spirit.”

This threefold baptizing is important.  


Father, 


Son 


and Holy Spirit.  

Our text today is one of the reasons why we do a three fold baptism.  


The Father was there in the voice.  


The Spirit was present like a dove.  


And the Son was there, 



as the representative Israel, 



the people of God.  

All that the Son is, 


comes in the package at Baptism.

Now the part we need to focus on, 


is that the baptism we receive is in the Name of the Trinity.  

I know I have said this before, 


but when we read scripture with this reality, 


all kinds of texts are opened up in depth of meaning.  

Name is another way of saying 'character.'  

When we are baptized, 


we are baptized in the character of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

When two or more are gathered in Jesus' name, 


it is not just if two Christians gather under the name Jesus, 


it is when two or more gather in the character of Jesus.  

So if Christians get together 


and plot how they are going to take over the world, 


hurt the stranger, 


use the weak, 



then Jesus is not there with them.  

For as we explored last week, 


Jesus came in the humblest way possible.  


The Spirit came upon him, 



not as fire, 



but as a dove.  


The Father spoke of how he was pleased 



and loved his Son.  

This is the character of the triune God.  


Not of power, 



despite having all power, 


not of control, 



despite having all control, 


but of humbleness, 



peace, 



and love.  

That is the character or name that we were baptized by.

For us, 


that means that baptism means change for us when we undergo it.


Or repentance if you want churchy language.  

But there is a major difference between John's normal baptism 


and Jesus' baptism.  

John's baptism depended on us to change our hearts, 


to repent.  



We were commanded to prepare the way, 



make straight the paths.  



The Pharisees were told to produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  

But John tells us what the one after him will baptize with, 


not only fire, 


but with the Holy Spirit.

That is all the difference in the world as we will see over and over again in Matthew.  

Having the Spirit means 


it is no longer just up to our will-power to make change.  

The Spirit is now actively at work on our hearts 


to make change.  


It is not just up to us.  

Our strength and power for change 


comes from God.  

If it is just our will power, 


at the first moment of weakness, 



we tend to fall back into our old habits.  

We need to look no further than our New Year's resolutions.  


How many of us still have one of those going strong?  



If you do, 



it is most likely because you invited the Spirit to be part of that change.

The Spirit coming upon Jesus in baptism 


is what made baptism effective.  


It is what made it a sacrament of the church.  

In the Protestant faith, 


we have only two sacraments.  

The reason for this is, 


our church fathers felt that the sacraments of the church 



should only be those things Jesus did himself 



and commanded us to do as well.  

So, we have already read the two texts for baptism 


that show Jesus doing this, 



our text today 



and then the command of Jesus in the great commission.  

The Lord's supper at the end of Jesus' ministry is the other sacrament, 


where Jesus ate with his disciples 


and told them, 



“Whenever you eat this bread 



and drink this cup, 




do this in remembrance of me.”

Now if the Spirit is what makes Jesus baptism so effective for us, 


how can some be baptized 


and not respond in producing a life in the name 



or character of the Triune God?  

This question is not limited to just those who were baptized as infants.  


For in 1 Corinthians 10, 



Paul warns from Israel's history, 




just because you are doing the same actions as everyone else, 




does not mean you find yourself in the same relationship with God 





as everyone else.  



Paul warns that “Most” of them 




God was not pleased with.  

We find the same reality that we experience when we see a Hummer 


in downtown L.A.  

A Hummer is a former military vehicle 

with lousy gas mileage, 


that was meant for driving anywhere but on the road.  



It has the power and suspension to drive over boulders.  


Yet here it sits, 


in the center of the city, 



not being used the way it was intended.  

It is the same with some who are baptized.  


Whether they were baptized as an adult 


or a child, 



if they refuse to open their heart to the work of the Spirit, 




the Spirit sits in the unused, 




unopened part of the heart.  

Most of us probably live with an Subaru Outback type usage of the Holy Spirit.



We prefer the city,



but when necessity calls, 




we will go off road for awhile, 



but never anything too dangerous.

We forget, 


the Holy Spirit is not an Outback,


it is a Hummer, 

or even better, a tank.

One of science fictions themes that is often played with is, 


what happens if man were able to use more than just 10% of his brain?  

The movie Phenomenon explores this 


after John Travolta's character is hit by a power surge.  

He starts transforming the world around him into a better place 


as he figures out how to solve all kinds of problems.  



His garden grows, 



he finds patterns to unlock mysteries, and more.  

In our baptism, 


we are given the Holy Spirit to be present in our lives 



as much 



or as little as we want to let it work.  

Are we going to stick to the 10% 


or the city streets.  

Or are we going to use the Spirit 


to start transforming the world into the Kingdom of God.  



Which is what the Spirit was sent for.  

That is what John told us was coming 


and Jesus will tell us soon is here.

Now a simple question for us to ask in response to this is, 


“I would like to be part of the Kingdom, 



so what is holding me back?”  

In reality 


nothing.  

But there are all kinds of perceived hinderances 


that we let stand in our way.  


There are all kinds of reasons we say we can not do that.  



I am too old,



I am too young, 



I have children, 



I have a job, 



I have responsibilities here, 




and the list goes on.  

It could be we have left over Wayne and Garth Syndrome from the 90's, 


constantly thinking we are not worthy.  

But Martin Luther dealt with that thinking before it was so named and realized 


“For He (Jesus) 



was not washed and cleansed from His own sins 




(since he had none), 



but from my sins 



and the sins of the whole world..  


When I believe that, 



I am freed from my sins 



and don't know of any more sin.”  

When we undergo baptism, 


we go through the death 


and being raised to new life that Jesus experienced.  



Sins claim on us is no more.  

Anything that had teeth to actually hold us back 


is no more.  

We are now worthy of dwelling with the Spirit and the Father.  

We have access to the Father and the Son through the Spirit.  

We are ready join with God 


in the establishing of His Kingdom 



here on Earth 



as it is in heaven.

Jesus underwent Baptism 


to bring about “the fulfillment of 



not only of Jesus ' own righteousness but, 


as we recall 



“of all righteousness”


that is to say 



everyone's righteousness.”  

We have the ability to do God's will, 


because Jesus set us up to receive the Holy Spirit.  

To gain full access to the Holy Spirit, 


we need to do nothing more than be baptized.  

It is not because of what we have done 


that Jesus calls us to be baptized.  

It is what he has done.  


That is why the great commission occurs after Jesus' death and resurrection. 



 Jesus sends out his disciples early to make followers.  




But they are not commissioned to baptize those followers 





until after his death and resurrection.

Jesus has already done everything to make each one of us eligible for baptism, 


even our little ones.  

For it is by the grace of God 


that anyone approaches the Triune God 


and asks for the washing of their sins away, 



because those sins come with a great debt that needs to be paid.  

And only one person has paid it, 


Jesus Christ.  

It is by the grace of God that anyone receives the Holy Spirit, 


because it is only through one being humble enough to be baptized, 



even though they had not sins, 



that it is available to all who seek his name, 


seek his character, 



and that again is because of Jesus Christ.

No matter how it is done, 


to adult believers 


or to infants, 



baptism proclaims the truth of the gospel, 




baptism proclaims the grace of God.  

It is by the work of Jesus Christ that we are saved.  


Not by anything we have done 


or deserve, 



but by Christ alone.  

When we forget that Christ underwent baptism, 


death 


and resurrection for us, 

we think that grace was cheap 


or free grace.  

When we think that we have to earn the right to receive Christ's baptism, 


we think that grace can be earned.  

Either way ignores the truth of the gospel that Matthew proclaims for the church 


and the in-breaking Kingdom of God.

A most glorious manifestation of the Holy Trinity (occurred in Jesus' baptism), 


and a proof of what occurs when we are baptized, 



since Christ was not baptized for Himself.  


And He received the Holy Spirit 



to baptize us with (the Holy Spirit) – the Pietist Bengel

