A Great Heritage…

A Great Future…

Dan D. Lines

By Dr. Dan Darby, Pastor
Coldspring UMC is a wonderful and dynamic congregation. I know of two families who attend our
church because our church members have helped their families through Habitat of Humanity and other
aid. Our congregation has two part-time youth directors so that twenty to thirty youth can have church services on
Wednesday nights. Most of the families of those youth are not members of our church or any church, but you are happy
to pay the cost of the program. Your outreach enables these youth to find Christ. One of them asked one of the youth
leaders to pray with her recently and asked Jesus into her heart. Another has started attending Sunday morning worship
all on his own and wants to be baptized soon. Another will be confirmed as soon as we finish our confirmation class. We
provide a program for children. Our scouting program, as well as our School for Little Children minister to the needs of so
many families in our community. Our church helps those who are hungry through Share the Bread and involvement with
Care Share. We minister to those in need through the Society of St. Stephens, the Christmas Angel Tree gift project, the
Coldspring Community Thanksgiving feast and many other things I could mention if space allowed. Above all, we are
making disciples both winning them to the Savior and nurturing them in Christian growth. If our congregation were no
longer here, do you think our community would notice? I think we would leave a hole the size of the Grand Canyon.
With that thought in mind, let me say a word about the recent news splash concerning our United Methodist denomination.
Numerous national and local news organizations reported that the United Methodist Church is splitting apart over the issue
of homosexuality. That has not happened yet. What has happened is that a group of bishops and leaders from various
perspectives recognized that we are at an impasse concerning the United Methodist stand on homosexuality. They met
together and reached a mediated settlement that may be proposed at the General Conference which meets May 5-15,
2020, in Minneapolis, Minnesota. In short, the group is recommending that all discriminatory language regarding
homosexuality be removed from the Book of Discipline (our denominational by-laws), and that ministers, annual
conferences, and local churches who wish to retain the language be allowed to leave the denomination with their property
and form a new Methodist denomination. Ideally, this would be an amicable, mutually-agreed-upon separation. But
before separation could occur, the plan and its many legislative details would have to be approved by the General
Conference and ruled constitutional by the Judicial Council of the UMC, our denomination’s supreme court.
Allow me to give you background for the reason the issue of homosexuality is so divisive. Our Book of Discipline states
that the practice of homosexuality is not compatible with the Christian faith; that our ministers are not to be self-avowed
practicing homosexuals; that our ministers are not to conduct marriage ceremonies for homosexual persons, and that gay
marriages should not be performed on our church campuses. This has caused deep pain for many persons who are of a
homosexual orientation and who are striving to follow Jesus. Many sincere Christians feel that we should have open
hearts, open minds, and open doors to people of all sexual orientations, and, thus, should omit all discriminatory language
regarding homosexuality from our Book of Discipline. People of this opinion have labeled themselves “progressives”
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and “centrists.” Others feel that the practice of homosexuality is morally wrong and the language should be retained.
People of this opinion are labeled, “traditionalist.”
Traditionalists have carried the majority vote at General Conference for the past 45 or so years, but have found it quite
impossible to enforce the restrictions because many of the persons who are charged with enforcing the rules of the Book
of Discipline are progressives and centrists who feel that the rules are morally wrong, oppressive, and not reflective of
the love of Christ for all. This has led to frustration on the part of traditionalists and led to a desire to end the conflict with
an amicable separation.
Many churches and denominations have split over this issue and it has always been extremely conflictual. If this plan,
called a “ Protocol of Reconciliation and Grace through Separation,” is enacted in May and put in place over the next
several years, it will be the first time to have been done amicably and in a mediated, peaceful manner.
So how will this affect our church if the protocol is enacted? Well, it could tear us apart, or it could make us decide to
love each other more and be tolerant of divergent views within our congregation. If the protocol is enacted, our Texas
Annual Conference will have to decide to remain in a more progressive United Methodist Church or join as an entity with
a new traditional denomination. After the annual conference decides, our church will have to decide whether to adhere
to the decision of the Texas Annual Conference or not. It seems to me that the most important decision that we can
make is to stay together as a strong and dynamic church which does the work of the Lord in our community.
See you Sunday,
Pastor Dan
•
•
•
•

In Worship
Sunday, February 2. Guilty as Charged? will be the sermon title, based on Micah 6:1-8.
Scout Sunday, February 9. Rebuild the Ancient Ruins is a sermon based on Isaiah 58:1-12 and Matthew 5:1316, the title coming from Isaiah 58:12. Repentance, working for justice for all, and doing good will lead to
personal and social renewal.
Sunday, February 16. Live Long in the Land will be based on Deuteronomy 30:15-20. Just as Moses told the
Israelites how they could live long in the Promised Land, we, too, can learn to live prosperously in the grace of
the Lord.
Sunday, February 23. Mountaintop Experiences will by my Transfiguration sermon, based on Matthew 17:1-9,
Exodus 24:12-18, and 2 Peter 1:16-19.

* Drive-By Ashes,
Wednesday, February 26,
7-8 a.m.
Church parking Lot.

*Ash Wednesday Service,

Sanctuary, 6:30 p.m.
*Lent, a season of repentance, begins on Ash Wednesday.
Come to this service and prepare you hearts and minds as we
are reminded of our mortality and the promise of eternal life
through the imposition of ashes.

Missions Ministry – FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

Volunteer to Read.…..
At the School for Little Children (SFLC) during Story Time
The SFLC is asking for volunteers to read to the children during Story
Time on Wednesday from 9:00-9:30. The school will provide the books
to read.
Everyone is invited. You’re never too old…
What a blessed opportunity and way to interact with God’s children.
Below are the dates for Q1 to sign up. Contact Vicki Jowell at
vjowell60@gmail.com to schedule your reading time.
Wednesday January 29
Wednesday February 5, 12, 19, 26
Wednesday March 4, 11, 18, 25
Missions Ministry and Boy Scout Troop 845 “Scouting for Food”
The Missions Ministry working with UMC Boy Scout Troop 845 will be having a food drive to
support Care Share during February. The Scouts will be having a competition between the Packs
and Dens to collect food. The Scouts have asked Missions to work with the Sunday School classes
to sponsor a Pack or Den. Decorated boxes will be in each Sunday School room for food collection.

Please bring your non-perishable food items and place in one of the
boxes in the Sunday School Rooms before the end of February.
Care Share has also asked for much needed boxes of cereal.
Coming in March…..
UMCOR Mission Depot in Conroe – Saturday March 21
Join us for a 1-day Mission Work Day at the UMCOR Mission Depot in Conroe
Mission Work Day planned for Saturday March 21st from 10-12:30.
Meet at the church at 9:00am to carpool/church bus or meet at the Conroe Mission Center at
10:00am.
Address: 3765 N Loop 336 E, Conroe, TX 77301
Please send an email to Vicki Jowell (vjowell60@gmail.com) if you are planning to attend.
Did you know UMCOR has a Mission Center warehouse in Conroe?
The Conroe facility houses 8,000 sq. ft. of warehouse
space for receiving, verifying, sorting, storing, and
shipping UMCOR kits. It also serves as the central base
of operations for the Texas Annual Conference Disaster
Ministries, housing disaster relief and recovery supplies
and equipment.
Yours in Christ, Vicki Jowell

Teachers Appreciation Cookies
Evangelism & Missions Team will be delivering cookies on February 13, 2020.
Ask Congregation to bake cookies and deliver to church kitchen February 12, 2020.
Contact Sandra McQuiggin for questions or if you need us to pick up your cookies.
713-503-8460
Make it a Great Day!
Sandra McQuiggin
~ Heaven's Grocery Store

I was walking down life's highway a long time ago.
One day I saw a sign that read, "Heaven's Grocery Store".
As I got a little closer the door came open wide, and when I came to myself, I was standing inside.
I saw a host of angels; they were standing everywhere.
One handed me a basket and said, "My child, shop with care".
Everything a Christian needs is in that grocery store, and all you can't carry, come back the next day
for more.
First, I got some Patience, Love was in the same row.
Further down was Understanding, needed everywhere you go.
I got a box or two of Wisdom, a bag or two of Faith, I just couldn't miss the Holy Ghost, it was all
over the place.
I stopped to get some Strength and Courage to help me run this race, but then my basket was
getting full, and I remembered I needed Grace.
I didn't forget Salvation, which like the others was free, so I tried to get enough of that to save both
you and me.
Then I started to the counter to pay my grocery bill, for I thought I had everything to do my
master's will.
As I went up the aisle, I saw Prayer and had to put it in, for I knew when I stepped outside, I would
run right into sin.
Peace and Joy were plentiful, they were on the last shelf.
Song and Praises were hanging near, so I just helped myself.
Then I said to the Angel, "How much do I owe"?
The Angel smiled and said, "Just take them everywhere you go."
Again, I politely asked "How much do I really owe?"
The Angel smiled again and said, "My Child, Jesus Paid Your Bill A Long Time Ago."
Poem by Ron DeMarco

UMYF- The Matches
Igniting the flame of Christ in everyone
Happy New Year everyone! We are off to a great start.
Our Wednesday night numbers are up by six and one of
the girls accepted Jesus as her Lord and Savior.
Mr. and Mrs. Graves took a group of seven to Beaumont for the Hot Hearts
revival. They say it was great worship.
Coming up on February 25th is Shrove Tuesday. Who’s ready for pancakes and
zydeco music? The cost is donation only.
We’ll be going to Bossier City, Louisiana on February 28th for the Winter Jam
concert to worship with Crowder, Hillsong, Building 429, etc. The cost is $10.
Don’t forget, there is always Sunday School at 9:45 am.
Happy to serve,
Carri Clark
Assistant Youth Director
Coldspring United Methodist Church
Psalm 104:4
He makes his messengers winds, his minister a flaming fire.
Evangelism
Evangelism Team meets on the first Tuesday of the month at 3pm- you are invited to join us as we focus
on disciple-making through building relationships and being a committed witness to share Christ's LOVE.
We are super excited about the Dinner for 8 fellowship that begins this month. If you missed the sign up
please do not be shy - we can plug you into a group!
February 13 - is Teacher Cookie Appreciation Day! We need our congregation to bake more of those
delicious cookies and deliver them to the church kitchen by February 12th. Our team along with the
missions team will package them up on trays to deliver to all the schools for teachers, administrators,
maintenance persons, bus drivers and technology personnel - We want them to know how much we
appreciate their service to our children and community.
February 23 - we invite our congregation to Celebrate with our New Members at a Covered Dish Lunch at
Noon. Our team will provide brisket, bring your favorite side dish or desert. We look forward to seeing
everyone there.
Thank you to all that baked deserts for the John Wesley Ramblers Concert. What a great annual concert
this is for our church. The music is AMAZING! Looking forward to next year.
Blessings, Sandra McQuiggin
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COLDSPRING UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Profit & Loss Budget vs. Actual
January through December 2019

United Methodist Men
The United Methodist Men held its monthly meeting on January 8, 2020 with 33 members and guests attending.
The meeting was opened with a Prayer by Pastor Dan. After Breakfast the Treasurer’s and Scouting reports
were presented.
The guest speaker was Coty Castro who is a game warden with Texas Parks and Wildlife. Officer Castro has
been in our area for about three years. He spoke about the educational and training requirements needed in
order to become a game warden. He also spoke about the various specialized units that exist for law
enforcement commanded by the Game Wardens.
The speaker for February will be Major Tonya Howze who runs the Junior ROTC program at Coldspring High
School. She will bring several of her cadets to present the program.
We hope to see you on February 12. 2020 at 7:00 a.m. for our meeting
Robert H. Trapp-President

https://www.calendarwiz.com/calendars/calendar.php?crd=cumcevents&op=cal&month=2&year=2020&PHPSESSID
=09b7c44348cd46db445f1ef96890811a
Calendar may change so click above link to check for updates.

Pure Joy!
As I sit writing this letter, I’m very happy. Today is my birthday, and God has blessed me with all my
sisters in faith. I want to thank you all for the calls and cards you have shared with me. Yes, I am 39 AGAIN!
Another month has flown by and we are ready for new missions and projects. Our first quarterly
meeting was held in January, and we approved our proposed budget for 2020. We will be able to meet our
current obligations, and can add new missions and projects, so keep your hearts open for new ideas.
The busy bodies created five prayer blankets during their January
meeting. They were on fire! We have a new member, Mary Buchanan, and
she came ready to work. We will be making frogs for nursing home patients
that can lay on their shoulders, sore areas or just have them to hold. Also,
Shelly Thompson will be working with the school district project Rise2Read to
help 2nd graders with books for the summer. Jenny Hegedus will also be
teaching us to make book markers for the kids to take home. As you see, we
will be working to serve our Lord in many ways.
Closing with a recipe from April. This cake was always made on
Valentine’s Day as she grew up. Good cake and sweet memories. Happy Valentine’s Day! You are all loved.
--Linda Winkelmann

Valentine’s Strawberry Cake

1/4 stick of butter - melted

Ingredients

Remainder of ½ pkg. of frozen strawberries

1 white cake mix

3/4 box of powdered sugar

1 small pkg. strawberry Jell-O

Instructions

3 eggs
1/2 cup oil
1/2 cup water
1/2 pkg. frozen strawberries (10 oz. carton) thawed
A few drops of red food coloring
Instructions
Mix all the above and bake according to directions
on the cake mix box. I use a sheet pan.
Icing Ingredien

Mix the above and spread over a cooled cake.
Very sweet - but great for Valentine's Day!

Recipe courtesy of April Plunkett

School for Little Children
February News
A lot of us felt as though January would never end. We are glad to welcome February and hopeful some nicer
weather. The kids keep asking for snow instead of rain, I am beginning to agree with them. We feel extremely
blessed by not having a reported case of the flu at our school; please continue to help us stop the spread of
illnesses. We have some fun activities planned for the month.
Themes
Feb. 3 Construction Tools, Letter Tt, Review all shapes and colors and numbers 1-10, Character Trait is Generous,
Bible Verse 2 Corinthians 9:7
Feb. 10 Valentine’s Day, Letter Uu, Review all shapes and colors and numbers 1-10, Character Trait, Generous,
John 15:12
Feb.17 Transportation/Dental Hygiene, Letter Vv, Review all shapes and colors and numbers 1-10, Character Trait
Responsible, Bible Verse 1 Corinthians 4:2
Feb. 24 Transportation, Letter Ww, Review all shapes and colors as well as numbers 1-10,
Birthdays
Character Trait Compassionate, Bible Verse Ephesians 4:32
Marshall 02/09
Ruby 02/13
We will also read The Gingerbread Kid, Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary and The Queen of Hearts
Celebrations
February 14 the children will celebrate Valentine’s Day. Please send Valentine’s Cards labeled To: A friend From:
Your Child. These will need to be brought no later than Friday morning. The teachers will post sign-up sheets for
treats.
There are no scheduled holidays this month.
Looking ahead- Ms. Shelby is expecting a little girl to arrive in May. There will be a baby shower in her honor at the
First Baptist Church in Shepherd March 7, at 10:00. Shelby Hawthorne is registered at Target, Wal-Mart, and
Amazon. We hope to see you there to celebrate the impending arrival of baby Rory.
SFLC Staff
DOOR GREETERS FOR FEBRUARY
8:30
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

11:00
1st Sunday
2nd Sunday
3rd Sunday
4th Sunday

Mary Miller
Bea Glassco
Lisa Anderson
Mary Buchanan

Rita & Ron Orlando
Callie Baxter
Anne Closs
Jan Parks

February Anniversaries
USHERS FEBRUARY
8:30 Denny Clark & Connie Dabney
11:00 Dave & Barbara Bailey

Diane & Cory Light
Lela &Truitt Thomson

02/04
02/25

February Birthdays
Jim Lybarger
Star (Emily) Light
Barbara Creel
Brandon Cronin
Phyllis Yannitell
Shawn Arnold
Patrick Clark
Elizabeth Ross
Amanda Trapp
Jerry Oliver
Christopher Pulk
Paula Darby

02/04
02/05
02/06
02/07
02/07
02/11
02/11
02/12
02/13
02/14
02/15
02/16

Mikayla Johnson
Jon Webb
Carri Clark
Billie Trapp
Russell Jowell
Karen Repa
Bo Franklin
David Yannitell
Cynthia Lybarger
Robert Trapp
Karen Countiss

02/17
02/18
02/19
02/19
02/22
02/22
02/23
02/24
02/25
02/26
02/28

