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Dear Friends
What a difference a week makes! Last week we were suffering some of the coldest
conditions we have seen for a number of years and this week, unusually, some of
the mildest temperatures for this time of year. The beauty of the snow replaced by
grey wet conditions. Although I love the sun and lovely blue sky there is something
wonderful about the dramatic changes we see in this country as seasons change.
The wonder of creation as what appears to be a sleeping earth begins to spring to
life with new buds. As I look out of my window this week instead of snow, I see the
beginnings of spring, snowdrops in bloom and the yellow heads of daffodils
appearing. The circle of life forever continuing, forever changing. We may feel our
lives have been put on hold these passed 11 months but the circle of life within
creation most certainly has not.
At this time, we not only watch and wait for new life in the great outdoors to make
its appearance, but we watch and wait, with some trepidation, to hear on Monday
from our Prime Minister as to the pathway out of the present lockdown situation we
find ourselves in and the pandemic in general. The excellent news is that the
vaccination programme is going on apace, for which we must thank the scientists,
the distributors, the NHS staff and the numerous volunteers that are making it
happen.
I am waiting until after the briefing on Monday before making any decisions on
when we are likely to be able to hold worship in church once more. However
inpatient we are it is very important that we get it right and make this the last
lockdown.
This past week has been quite good for catching up with people either in person on
the doorstep whilst delivering, over the phone or by email but I am aware there are
still many of you that I have had no personal contact with for weeks. I am so sorry.
Others do keep me informed if they have had any contact. Please don’t think you are
being ignored, that is far from the case. I am thinking and praying for you all.
Worship
It was a very different Ash Wednesday this year, usually it is a very busy day with
both a morning an evening eucharist service in church, a service/ activity in school
for the Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 and a service in church for years 3 and 4.
This year there was only on-line services to be a part of. Thank you to those who

have made such positive comment on the recorded Ash Wednesday service. As I
write there have been 56 views to the site, add this to the 21
service sheets delivered out, an amazing total. I also had a
good response from people wanting ash. I attach this
photograph of George and Layaly Cordier who were very
proud to show off their ash crosses. George would normally
have received one in school.
This week I have once again, with the help of Mike Wesley
(thank you Mike), recorded a short service of the word for
you. It will go live on the website www.st-edmund.co.uk at
6am on Sunday morning. The recorded service follows
exactly the printed order of service that is sent out with this letter and can also be
downloaded from our website. If you are unable to access the recording do take
time to pray the service through for yourself.
Another reminder of other sources that you can link into - Rochester cathedral,
(which is closed for worship) is live streaming worship twice a week, a Sunday
Eucharist at 11am and Choral Evensong at 5.30pm on a Thursday.
www.rochestercathedral.org On the top left-hand side of the Home page there is a
box ‘Online service’, click here. The Church of England also hold online services on a
Sunday and throughout the week www.churchofengland.org
If you are without internet remember that you can watch Songs of Praise on
BBC1 at 1.15pm each Sunday. Also, Tricia Townsend phoned to let me know
that, on a Sunday Morning on BBC 1 at 11am, for the 6 weeks of Lent, there
will be Lent Worship hosted by Rev’d Kate Botley.
ZOOM Worship
Thank you to those who have expressed an interest in being part of a ZOOM Act of
Worship. I am going to trial this next Sunday 28th February at 10am. I will
contact you during the coming week with the sign-up details. If you are interested in
being part of this please let me know. Everybody who has the facilities to be able to
take part is most welcome to do so.
Morning Prayer Readings
Date
21.02.21
22.02.21
23.02.21
24.02.21
25.02.21
26.02.21
27.02.21

Psalms
77
10, 11
44
6, 17
42, 43
22
59,63

Old Testament
Exodus 34:1-10
Jerimiah 4:19-end
Jerimiah 5:1-19
Jerimiah 5:20-end
Jerimiah 6:9-12
Jerimiah 6:22-end
Jerimiah 7:1-20

New Testament
Romans 10:8b-13
John 5:1-18
John 5:19-29
John 5:30-end
John 6:1-15
John 6:16-27
John 6:27-40

Prayer
A reminder that the Archbishops are encouraging people to spend a short time in
prayer and reflection at 6pm each day throughout February, praying for the victims
of the pandemic, those on the front line and the public bodies and private
businesses that make up our common life. They ask that as many people as possible
join in this venture. You can find all the resources you need
at: www.churchofengland.org/resources/prayer-nation I used the resources this
week by clicking on the above link and they were easy to find and to follow. Each
day there is a different theme to pray on and it provides prayers for you to use if
you so wish.
For those of you unable to access the internet for the resources I print two new
prayers for you to use this week if you so wish.
Look upon us, O Lord,
and let all the darkness of our souls
vanish before the beams of your brightness.
Fill us with holy love,
and open to us the treasures of your wisdom.
All our desire is known to you,
therefore perfect what you have begun,
and what your Spirit has awakened us to ask in prayer.
We seek your face,
turn your face to us and show us your glory.
Then shall our longing be satisfied,
and our peace shall be perfect.
St Augustine of Hippo
Lord, because you have made me, I owe you the whole of my love;
because you have redeemed me, I owe you the whole of myself;
because you have promised so much, I owe you my whole being.
Moreover, I owe you as much more love than myself as you are greater
than I,
for whom you gave yourself and to whom you promised yourself.
I pray you, Lord, make me taste by love what I taste by knowledge;
let me know by love what I know by understanding.
I owe you more than my whole self, but I have no more,
and by myself, I cannot render the whole of it to you.
Draw me to you, Lord, in the fullness of your love.
I am wholly yours by creation; make me all yours, too, in love.
Anselm 1033-1109
Lent 2021
Lent is a time for growing in our faith. It is a time for penitence and reflection,
and a time of preparation and looking ahead. As part of our Lenten observance
Rev Harriet has kindly offered to lead a ZOOM Lent Course. From Rev Harriet
Your Mission (should you choose to accept it) ….

Mission doesn’t just mean knocking on doors asking people if they have been saved,
but is about the whole of our Christian lives. This Lent, we’ll be looking at what this
really involves, based around what the Anglican Church has called the ‘Five Marks of
Mission’. We’ll refer back to the Bible as we consider what each ‘Mark’ means for us
and how we can be involved, both as individuals and as a church community that, in
the words of our Diocesan plan for the future, is ‘Called to Grow’.
Rev Harriet will send out a link to the Zoom meeting – all you will need to bring is a
Bible and a willingess to participate. Each week will be stand-alone, so you don’t
need to be able to come to all of them. It will run on five Tuesdays throughout
Lent, 23rd February, 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd March. There will be two groups, one
at 4pm and the other at 8pm. It is open to all. Please let me know if you are interested in joining one of the groups.
The Church of England also have some resources online,
#LiveLent God’s story, Our Story. Go to their website
www.churchofengland.org click on resources, in the drop down
box click on #LiveLent2021 church resources. There is a free
app for your phone. On Ash Wednesday I delivered out the
booklet in the photograph to those without internet access.
Thank you for your messages about the booklet. Enjoy it and
keep a Holy Lent.
Rochester diocese are supporting the national church’s Lent
campaign with weekly reflections to complement the national material they can be
accessed via the Diocesan Vimeo and YouTube channels.
Easter ‘Draw’
We are holding an Easter Draw, for church
funds (to be drawn on Easter Sunday, April
4th) donations for an 'Easter' Hamper (biscuits
/ cake / eggs etc.) and an 'Easter' Chocolate
Hamper would be gratefully accepted. These
will have to be delivered to The Rectory or I
can collect (Don 07769708251). Thank - you
so much to those who have already donated.
Tickets are £1 each and can be purchased
individually or in books of 10. Please
contact Don (07769708251) if you would like some tickets. They can either be
picked up from the rectory or delivered to you.
Birthdays
This week we wish Jean Hawes a
very Happy Birthday. Hope you
have a lovely day Jean.
Have a good week everyone.

Every Blessing Rev’d Sarah

