
, 2015-10-06 The selected area was resized to fit the page size Page Label:11A

(c) 2010 Olive Software 2015-10-06 5:01 AM

The Detroit News | Tuesday, October 6, 2015 | 11AOPINIONS

W hile our state hasmade
significant progress
toward restoring its

fiscal health, taxpayers across
Michigan continue to pay in-
flated interest rates on voter-
approved bonds. These bonds—
referred to as “unlimited tax
general obligation bonds” — are
used to build schools, pave road-
ways and repair bridges, and
prior to the Detroit bankruptcy
case, were considered among the
safest investments around.

Basis points and borrowing
costs may not be a topic for
discussion inmostMichigan
homes, but such things have a
real world impact for local gov-
ernments and taxpayers across
the state. Michigan and its local
governments borrow approxi-
mately $7 billion annually and,
on average, pay 0.3 percent more
in annual interest costs than
local governments across the
country. This equates to approxi-
mately $325million in increased
interest costs to taxpayers over

30 years and this cost will be
incurred every yearMichigan
governments sell unlimited tax
general obligation bonds absent
remedial action.

Every dollar paid in addition-
al interest is a dollar not avail-
able for critical government
programs. For this reason, the
MichiganHouse of Representa-
tive moved quickly to pass HB
4495, legislation that I intro-
duced andmy colleagues nearly
unanimously supported in the
House earlier this year. The bill

helps reduce borrowing costs by
ensuring that taxes levied to pay
the bonds are used for this pur-
pose. It does this by clarifying
that a statutory lien exists on ad
valorem taxes pledged to pay the
debt. The bill is now in theMi-
chigan Senate for consideration.

Ratings services and inves-
tors continue to penalizeMichi-
gan for actions taken by the city
during the Detroit bankruptcy
case. HB 4495 will help elim-
inate this by keeping our prom-
ises to taxpayers that their hard-

earned dollars will go to the
purpose they supported with
their vote. Similar legislation
recently passed the Senate and is
saving Detroit about $3million
annually via lower interest costs,
according toMayor Duggan.
Why should our schools cost
more to build?Why should our
roads cost more to pave? The
answer is clear — they should
not cost more. It’s time to pass
HB 4495 and provide these same
benefits to all municipalities and
their taxpayers.

Governor Snyder and the
current Legislature have worked
hard to repair Michigan’s long-
term financial health, and this
legislation is another essential
step toward reaching this goal.
Michigan needs to send a clear
message to the financial markets
and ratings agencies that our
state is a sound place to invest.

State Rep. Anthony Forlini, R-Harrison
Township, represents residents in
Harrison Township and portions of
Clinton andMacomb townships.

The ‘Michigan penalty’ harms taxpayers
BY REP. ANTHONY FORLINI

T heremay be no sadder
political spectacle than a
Republican governor

running for president. He knows
nothing about foreign policy. But
he panders to Neocons who
dominate the GOP and expect
the nominee to advocate perpet-
ual war. Then his presidential
campaign collapses.

So it was with Rick Perry.
Now it is with ScottWalker, who
last week abandoned his presi-
dential bid.

TheWisconsin governor won
some significant domestic politi-
cal victories. He tried to compen-
sate for his nonexistent foreign
policy credentials by claiming to
be tougher andmeaner than any
other Republican presidential
candidate.

It obviously didn’t win him
many votes.

Walker spoke often on in-
ternational issues. He assumed
that to prosper “we need a safe
and stable world.”Which was
simple nonsense. When has the
earth been “safe and stable”?

Naturally, Walker lauded
Ronald Reagan, who governed
when the world was neither safe
nor stable but during which

America prospered. Ironically,
Reagan deployed themilitary in
only three limited actions. He
was appalled by the possibility of
war. Neocons denounced Presi-
dent Reagan as an appeaser for
dealing with the Soviet Union’s
Mikhail Gorbachev and with-
drawing from Lebanon’s civil
war.

Walker contended that
“America is not safer” than seven
years ago. True, but mainly be-
cause of the dangerousmilitary
interventions he and other Re-
publican candidates reflexively
supported.

TheWisconsin governor
talked in cliches: “The world
needs to know that there is no
better friend and no worse ene-
my than the United States of
America.” Great rhetoric, but
who should the U.S. befriend
and confront? “We just need to
lead again,” he declared. The U.S.
did lead in Iraq, with disastrous
results.

On the Islamic StateWalker
declared: “I’d rather take the
fight to them than wait for them
to bring the fight to us.” Alas,
Walker confused ISIS with al-
Qaida. The latter attacked the
U.S. The former wanted to create

a state, which gave ISIS reason
not to attack America — until the
U.S. joined theMideast’s latest
sectarian war. Yet, arguedWalk-
er: “we have to be prepared to
put boots on the ground.”

Walker wanted the U.S. to
jump into the Syrian quagmire:
trainmore “moderate” guerril-
las, establish a no-fly zone, and
create “a broader, U.S.-led re-
gional coalition, with real buy-in
and iron-clad guarantees from
our allies that they will help us
shoulder the burden.” The first

has been a bust. The second
would trigger much deeper
Americanmilitary involvement.
The third is a joke.

The governor promised to
tear up President Obama’s nucle-
ar agreement on his first day in
office. Then, he said, he would
apply “crippling economic sanc-
tions and convince our allies to
do the same.”

How? America’s friends
would be less than pleased with
Washington leaving them high
and dry. Nor would Tehran be

likely to yield to American pres-
sure, having responded to every
previous U.S. rebuff by expand-
ing its nuclear activities.

Walker also pledged to con-
tinue treating American defense
policy as welfare. He echoed
other GOP contenders in argu-
ing that “we need to stand with
our friends” since “our allies are
among our greatest source of
strength.” In fact, Washington
collects allies like Facebook
Friends, and now is stuck with a
variety of international welfare
queens, whiny spendthrifts, and
hapless beggars.

The South Koreans could
defend themselves but don’t.
The Europeans could defend
themselves but don’t. The Japa-
nese could defend themselves
but don’t. The Gulf States could
defend themselves but don’t.
However, thesemany alliances
constantly threaten to drag the
U.S. into other nations’ conflicts.

Of course, Walker wanted to
spendmore on themilitary, even
though very little of the Penta-
gon’s effort actually goes for
America’s defense. The bulk is
devoted to defending wealthy
allies, rebuilding failed societies,
propping up dictatorial allies,

engaging in foreign social engi-
neering, and undertaking other
similarly dubious tasks.

Being a superpowermeans
America has interests every-
where, but few of them are vital
or even important. Being a lead-
er means distinguishing be-
tween critical andminimal
interests.

“America will not be intimi-
dated,”Walker insisted. But
that’s not the issue. Avoiding
involvement in unnecessary
wars is the issue. He claimed:
“we can no longer afford to be
passive spectators while the
world descends into chaos.”

But there is little the U.S. can
do to create order out of chaos.
Far more oftenWashington
inadvertently delivers disaster. It
would be far better to stay out of
foreign imbroglios instead.

Other candidates likely soon
will followWalker out of the
presidential race. Posing as
uber-hawks is likely to work no
better for them than for Scott
Walker.

DougBandow is a senior fellowat the
Cato Institute and a former special

assistant to President Ronald Reagan.

Foreign policy an issue Walker wasn’t prepared to address

Posing as an uber-hawk is likely to work no better for other candidates
than it did for Wisconsin Gov. Scott Walker, Bandow says.

Seth Perlman / AP

BY DOUG BANDOW
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rel Jr., who served with Pugh on
the City Council, said he had
never heard of Hill. “That guy’s
namedoesn’t ring a bellwithme
at all, nor do I recall seeing
somebody that young around
the council offices,”Cockrel said.
“He could have been paying the
guyoutofhisownpocketorwith
campaign funds.”

Hill said hewas paid asmuch
as $300 a week.

Pugh knew he was only 14 or
15 years old, Hill wrote.

“During my employment
withMr. Pugh, Iwas in his home
frequently,” Hill wrote. “On sev-
eral occasions pornographic
videos were on the computer
screen while I was present.”

Hill added, “Many of the ac-
tors in the pornography videos

were very young and appeared
to be adolescent or very young
adults. Some videos depicted
group sex. All of the pornogra-
phy was gay pornography.”

Hill said he felt uncomfort-
able about the way Pugh talked
and looked at him.

“Over the months and years,
therewere a number of small in-
cidents involving body language
and/or the way Mr. Pugh spoke
to me and/or looked at me that
made me uncomfortable be-
cause they seemed to be sexual
advances,” Hill wrote.

One time, Hill alleges he was
present when Pugh interviewed
a 19-year-old male who had ap-
plied to be Pugh’s housekeeper.

“Mr.Pughasked ... if hewould
feel comfortable working
around gay men and asked him
if he would be comfortable
working topless or in a ‘wife bea-
ter’ T-shirt,” Hill wrote.

When Hill was 16, he sent

Pugh a photo of himself wearing
only underwear and socks, ac-
cording to the affidavit.

“Can I see more?” Pugh
asked, according to the affidavit.
“Showmemore.”

“When I did not respond to
his texts,Mr. Pugh becamenerv-
ous and asked why I wasn’t re-
sponding to him,” Hill wrote.

His relationship with Pugh
changed, Hill wrote.

“Mr. Pugh gave me fewer
work hours and responsibili-
ties,” Hill wrote. “Mr. Pugh also
began to giveme sums ofmoney
randomly. These ranged from
$40 to $200 at a time, and were
given to me privately with little
or no explanation.

“I never became sexually in-
volved withMr. Pugh and he be-
gan giving me fewer and fewer
hours to work until I was no
longer working for him at all,”
Hill added.
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the U.S. through the Youth for
Understanding program, which,
according to its website, advanc-
es intercultural understanding,
mutual respect and social re-
sponsibility through educational
exchanges for youths, families
and communities. The global
YFU network has partners in
more than 50 countries.

Cabrera presented Royal Oak
High Principal Mike Giromini
with a crystal plaque engraved
withwords that read inpart, “Our
gratitude for helping our dream
become a reality.” It was from the
“Vintage Magical Tour Argentina
YFU exchange students 1971.”

Asked what it meant for the
school to have the group visit 44
years after their first visit to
schools inMichiganandOhio,Gi-

romini talked about the value of
hearing from them.

“It’s a really remarkable expe-
rience for us to connect with
them, and to hear the impact of
their experience on their lives
and the influence they had on the
schools they’ve visited,” said Gi-
romini. “It’s really wonderful for
our kids to see a big world made
smaller.”

Cabrera said he had lasting,
fondmemories of his host family,
but would rather forget his first
experience with Michigan’s win-
tertime snow and freezing tem-
peratures.

“When I left Argentina back
then, the temperature was
around 113 degrees, and I arrived
here and snow was up to my
waist, and no, I was not dressed
for that kind of weather,” he said.

Cabrera studied English in
college in Argentina, and retired
from the banking world after
more than 20 years.

Last week, the groupmet with
Detroit City Councilwoman Ra-
quel Castañeda-López, returned
to a school in Ohio where ex-
change student Fabio Milner at-
tended and visited other schools
inMichigan.

The group will head to Wash-
ington, D.C., for an alumni cele-
bration Thursday and spend a
few days there before heading
home to Argentina.

Milner, who returned to the
U.S. in 1977, now lives in Phoenix
and isaprofessoratArizonaState
University. He urged students in
the Spanish class at Royal Oak
High to consider studying
abroad.

“I want to encourage you to
think about becoming an ex-
change student,” he told the class.
“You could go for three months,
six months or a year. Just go
ahead and go.”

SLewis@detroitnews.com
(313) 222-2296
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