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September 21 Monday 
 
CCC 2070   From the beginning, God had implanted in the heart of man the precepts of the natural law. Then he 

was content to remind him of them. This was the Decalogue.  
 

CCC 2083 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 
You shall have no other gods before me. You shall not make for yourself a graven image, or any likeness of 
anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you shall 

not bow down to them or serve them.   It is written: "You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall 
you serve."  

  
September 22 Tuesday 
 

CCC 2091 The first commandment is also concerned with sins against hope, namely, despair and presumption: 
By despair, man ceases to hope for his personal salvation from God, for help in attaining it or for the 
forgiveness of his sins. Despair is contrary to God's goodness, to his justice - for the Lord is faithful to his 

promises - and to his mercy. 
 

 CCC 2092 There are two kinds of presumption. Either man presumes upon his own capacities, (hoping to be 
able to save himself without help from on high), or he presumes upon God's almighty power or his mercy 
(hoping to obtain his forgiveness without conversion and glory without merit). 

  
September 23 Wednesday 

CCC 2094 One can sin against God's love in various ways: 1) indifference neglects or refuses to reflect on 
divine charity; it fails to consider its prevenient goodness and denies its power. 2) ingratitude fails or refuses to 
acknowledge divine charity and to return him love for love. 3) lukewarmness is hesitation or negligence in 

responding to divine love; it can imply refusal to give oneself over to the prompting of charity. 4) acedia or 
spiritual sloth goes so far as to refuse the joy that comes from God and to be repelled by divine goodness. 5) 

hatred of God comes from pride. It is contrary to love of God, whose goodness it denies, and whom it presumes 
to curse as the one who forbids sins and inflicts punishments. 
 

September 24 Thursday 
 

CCC 2113 Idolatry not only refers to false pagan worship. It remains a constant temptation to faith. Idolatry 
consists in divinizing what is not God. Man commits idolatry whenever he honors and reveres a creature in 
place of God, whether this be gods or demons (for example, satanism), power, pleasure, race, ancestors, the 

state, money, etc. Jesus says, "You cannot serve God and mammon."   Many martyrs died for not adoring "the 
Beast"  refusing even to simulate such worship. Idolatry rejects the unique Lordship of God; it is therefore 

incompatible with communion with God.  
  
 



 
 

September 25 Friday 
 

CCC 2115 God can reveal the future to his prophets or to other saints. Still, a sound Christian attitude consists 
in putting oneself confidently into the hands of Providence for whatever concerns the future, and giving up all 
unhealthy curiosity about it.  

 
CCC 2116 All forms of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or demons, conjuring up the dead or 

other practices falsely supposed to "unveil" the future.   Consulting horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, 
interpretation of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire 
for power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate hidden 

powers. They contradict the honor, respect, and loving fear that we owe to God alone. 
  

September 26 Saturday 
 
CCC 2117 All practices of magic or sorcery, by which one attempts to tame occult powers, so as to place them 

at one's service and have a supernatural power over others - even if this were for the sake of restoring their 
health - are gravely contrary to the virtue of religion. These practices are even more to be condemned when 

accompanied by the intention of harming someone, or when they have recourse to the intervention of demons. ..  
 
CCC 2142 You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.   You have heard that it was said to the 

men of old, "You shall not swear falsely. . . But I say to you, Do not swear at all.  
  

September 27 Sunday 
 
CCC 2144 Respect for his name is an expression of the respect owed to the mystery of God himself and to the 

whole sacred reality it evokes. The sense of the sacred is part of the virtue of religion: “Are these feelings of 
fear and awe Christian feelings or not? . . . I say this, then, which I think no one can reasonably dispute. They 

are the class of feelings we should have - yes, have to an intense degree - if we literally had the sight of 
Almighty God; therefore they are the class of feelings which we shall have, if we realize His presence. In 
proportion as we believe that He is present, we shall have them; and not to have them, is not to realize, not to 

believe that He is present.”   
 


