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Opera education is a relatively new addition to opera companies in the United States, 
introducing children and adults to opera and spreading the message that operas are dramatic 
stories told through music. This paper focuses on the opera education group OperaTunity and 
its relationship with the company Arizona Opera, which is based in Phoenix and Tucson, 
Arizona. The majority of the paper consists of a history of Arizona Opera, the establishment of 
its Opera Education Department, and the inception and activities of OperaTunity. The 
information in this account comes from interviews with personnel involved with OperaTunity 
and from documents pertinent to the program. This study also examines the reception and 
success of the group in Arizona and includes examples of educational materials to provide to 
teachers who are introducing children and adults to opera. This account of the history and 
activities of OperaTunity is intended to aid future educators and opera companies in developing 
opera education programs. 
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