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From the President . . .
It is hard to believe that our NCRSP
year is nearly half gone. The Carteret
County unit, Carteret County Retired
School Personnel, has enjoyed a busy
schedule with monthly meetings and
meaningful activities and projects for
all to enjoy.
The Brag Board Party at Julia’s Place
was a blast. In November, everyone
helped assemble the baskets for
American Education Week for the
teachers and staff at our schools. We
gained much insight from the
programs presented by Senator Norm
Sanderson, Board of Education Chair
Travis Day, and Commissioner Bob
Cavanaugh (standing in for Rep. Pat
McElraft).

We are also working on a new
Recognitions page for the website.
You are in for a treat as we begin to
showcase past member of the year
recipients.
Although our efforts for a respectable
COLA, or Cost of Living Adjustment,
did not produce the results we had
hoped for, we will continue our work
in this area. Our other goals are
maintaining adequate health care and
increasing our membership.
Many thanks to June Merrill for
writing the Beacon and to her son Tom
for his technical assistance.
Please come to our meetings and be a
part of the fellowship in work and
play!
Cathy Neagle

Region 7B General Meeting

Left to right: Julia Thorn, June Merrill, Rev. Dr. Willie Ramey, Cathy Neagle,
George Burbella, Jane Burbella, Jackie Wooten.

Leaders share tips, information
On October 7, six of our members
rode up to Kinston for the Region 7B
General Meeting. NCRSP President
Rev. Dr. Willie T. Ramey III was the
main speaker. He asked that we
continue the primary goal of building
membership and also announced
that he will be a candidate for a
second term as President.
Quality of Life State Chair LaVeta
Weatherington shared tips on how

seniors can live a happier and
healthier lifestyle.
George Burbella entertained the
group with a joke, June Merrill
prepared the programs, Cathy
Neagle donated a door prize, and
Julia Thorn displayed the CCRSP brag
boards. Our unit did its best to make
the Region 7B meeting a real
success.

Opioid Awareness
Harriett Altman of the League of
Women Voters joined us in
September to heighten awareness of
the opioid crisis here at home. She
stressed that those addicted to drugs
and alcohol have a disease needing
treatment. Intense treatment in the
beginning is only the first step;
support and mentoring are often
needed for a lifetime.
Ms. Altman gave out contact
information for addiction and
recovery resources in Carteret County
and nearby areas. Phone numbers
and websites were listed for local
support groups.
Ms. Altman spoke from the heart and
from her own personal experiences in
helping others face their addiction
problem.

Elected Officials Speak
Senator Norm Sanderson visited with
us in November along with Travis Day,
Chairman of the Board of Education.
Senator Sanderson was happy to
interact with members, listen to their
concerns, and answer questions.
Chairman Day shared his thoughts on
the importance of working on the
school calendar for Carteret County
before someone else does so for us.

Carteret County is a tourist area and
as such depends on the student
population as employees all summer.
In October, Commissioner Bob
Cavanaugh gave a detailed talk on the
budget process for both the county
and state. Rep. Pat McElraft was
involved with the budget being
formed by the General Assembly and
had asked Mr. Cavanaugh to come in
her place. We appreciate our elected
officials taking time to visit with us.

Betty Huffman Entry
The entry for the Betty Huffman
Recognition Award was sent in by
June Merrill in early October.
According to State Recognitions
Chair, Debera Cole-Jones, all awards
now cover activities for the calendar
year; entries will be due February 1,
2020.

Membership
CCRSP is always searching for ways to
bring in new members so that NCRSP
will have influence in the General
Assembly.
The records of our
treasurer, Meg Bradford, show that
we have a reliable count of 71. The
latest report from the NCRSP office in
Raleigh also gives 71 as the official
membership number.

Brag Board Project

Left to right: June Merrill, Joanne Rittschof, Julia Thorn, Meg Bradford, Lucy
Bond, and Cathy Neagle.

Julia’s Brag Board Party
The CCRSP brag boards designed and
prepared by Julia Thorn are a
significant marketing tool for building
NCRSP membership.
Just before
American Education Week, 5 of us –
Lucy Bond, Meg Bradford, June
Merrill, Cathy Neagle, and Joanne
Rittschof – accepted Julia’s invitation
to help update the brag boards. We
peeled, trimmed, and placed as

instructed. With all of Julia’s prep
work, the task didn’t seem difficult at
all. We laughed along the way and
chillaxed until time to leave.
Julia’s outstanding work with our brag
boards is recognized on the state level
and also by Region 7B. She gave a
most
impressive
brag
board
presentation at the November Region
7B Executive Board meeting in

Kinston. We are proud of Julia for
sharing her ideas on building brag
boards that will attract interest in the
organization and bring in new
members. A mini-board was placed in
each of 22 locations in the Carteret
County School System during
American Education Week.

American Education Week
For American Education Week, CCRSP
members donated enough chocolates
to fill 22 baskets. This gesture was our
way of showing appreciation to all the
active school personnel for their work
in the Carteret County Public School
System.
After the November meeting, various
members spent the afternoon taking
the baskets to the different locations
around the county. Staff and support
personnel look for us to come each
year and are quick to say how much it
means to be remembered. They are
happy to return the empty baskets to
Central Services along with the mini
brag boards.

New Website Page
The CCRSP Website is adding a new
page or tab in the Menu Bar called
Recognitions. Plans are underway to
include short biographies of the past
members who have received the

Member of the Year Award. Those
recipients who have passed on are
being written about first. Thank you,
Ginny Temple, for supplying details
about these individuals. A few of the
biographies will be posted to begin
with, and then others will follow.
This section will follow a chronological
plan, beginning with the first one to
receive the award and working up to
the more recent recipients.
Much thought will go into preparing
each biographical sketch. We are very
proud of our local unit and truly
appreciate the efforts of those who
have prepared the way for us.

Community Service Hours
State Community Service Chair Tama
Bouncer let us know in October that
NCRSP members reported a grand
total of 308,066.85 volunteer hours in
2018. The value of volunteer time
calculated at $24.69 saved the state
$7,606,170.53. Carteret County RSP
contributed 780 education hours and
2,347 other volunteer hours for a total
of 3,127 hours valued at $77,205.63.
Top volunteer Sylvia Widgeon gave
616 hours. Thank you, Sylvia, for all of
your hard work. And thank you,
Bonnie Ferneau, for compiling the
statistics and providing the CS final
report.

New Lobbyist
Anne DeSeta DarConte has been hired
as our new NCRSP lobbyist. She
earned a B. A. degree in Political
Science from Goucher College. Skilled
in strategic advocacy initiatives, she
will hopefully bring a new dynamic to
the NCRSP lobbying effort.

COLA Report
For a while now, retirees have been
getting only a one-time bonus, if they
got anything. We need to understand

Merry
Christmas

that a bonus is not the same as a
COLA; it is for 1 year only. With the
political scene what it has been this
year, it looks as if we will not receive a
COLA for 2020. As of now, unless
things change, we are operating under
last year’s budget. Yes, it is quite
challenging!

Constitution Update
The CCRSP Constitution and Bylaws
document has been updated and
accepted by the membership. Cathy
Neagle, Anne Upchurch, Meg
Bradford, and June Merrill put a lot of
time into working on the revision.

Happy
New Year

