FOURTH GRADE

TEACHING STORYTELLING TO CHILDREN
1) LISTEN TO A STORY (20-30 minutes) 

Tell SOAP.


Have children observe the how of the storytelling as well as listen to the story.


List: What did they notice?



- Didn’t start until I had everyone’s attention



- Eye contact



- Expression and use of voice



- Gestures



- Timing and speed



- Don’t fidget


The most important thing about a story (Doug Lipman - what is the most important thing about this story to you?)

Mistakes

2) (IN THE CLASSROOM) 

USE OF VOICE  (50 minutes)

- Say it with feeling 



- Students say a word or sentence in different ways, to reflect different feelings. Go around the 



room, taking turns.

- Word Emphasis



- Students say the sentence emphasizing one word - then give a different sentence showing how the



meaning changes. Did Susan read the book? Or did John read the book?



- The Importance of Silence



- Pauses are very effective. Students take turns reading the sentences, putting pauses in.


- Tempo - How fast do you speak?



- Go around the room, giving each a turn.


- Tongue twisters 



- Students practice saying tongue twisters. See list.

3) SHARE A PERSONAL STORY (45 minutes) 

- Give each student a page with a choice of topics. Send them to a corner of the library 

to prepare. Gather together and each student tells his/her personal anecdote.

4) SHARE A PERSONAL OBJECT (45 minutes)

- Before this activity, give several days notice to students that they are to bring to school an 
object they have feelings about - positive or negative.


- On the day of the activity, each in turn tells where or how s/he got it and the story of the 
object.

5) TELL A JOKE (50 minutes) 

- Put students in pairs. Each pair takes a joke for two. Give 5 minutes to learn it.


When they tell, first they introduce each person in the joke.


- Each student draws a joke from a box. Give 5 minutes to learn it. When they tell, they can


take the joke up with them (put it on the floor), but should try to tell it without reading it.
6) ADD DIALOGUE TO A FAMILIAR STORY (45 minutes to 1 hour) 

- Three Billy Goats Gruff, Little Red Riding Hood, The Three Pigs, Goldilocks and the Three Bears.


Put students into groups, give each group one story, and have them improvise the dialogue. 
7) SELECT A STORY (45 minutes to 1 hour) 

- What makes a good story good for telling? Go through handout.

- Read a number of stories, at least five. Choose one story to tell. 


- Fill out the Story Selection Worksheet.

(IN THE CLASSROOM)
CHARACTER STUDY SHEET
(IN THE CLASSROOM)

READ STORY ALOUD TO A PARTNER

- Put the students in pairs. Each student reads his story to his partner. Switch partners. Each reads his story 


again. 
(IN THE CLASSROOM)

STORY MAPPING

- Fill out the story mapping sheet OR draw the story scenes in pictures.

(IN THE CLASSROOM)

FIRST AND LAST SENTENCES

- Write down the exact first and last sentences of the story the way you want to tell them.


- Write down any exact chants or phrases you want to include.

(IN THE CLASSROOM)

TELL TO A PARTNER

- Each student tells his/her story to a partner. 

8) COACHING SESSIONS 

- small groups with Ms. Shimojima, 6 to a group, takes one hour per group


- 1) student tells story   2) students give positive feedback    3) Ms. S. gives suggestions for improvement
(IN THE CLASSROOM)

TELL TO THE CLASS

9) TELL TO FIRST GRADERS  

- small groups, three or four tellers and 4 or 5 students per group (depends on how many tellers and listeners)

- fill out response sheet after telling
10) TELL TO SECOND GRADERS 

- small groups, three or four tellers and 4 or 5 students per group (depends on how many tellers and listeners

- fill out response sheet after telling
SAY IT WITH FEELING

Adapted from Kinghorn, Harriet R. and Mary Helen Pelton. Every Child a Storyteller; a Handbook of Ideas.

Teacher Ideas Press, 1991.

and Hamilton,  Martha and Mitch Weiss, Children Telling Stories; A Teaching Guide. Richard C. Owen, 1990.

Make large signs for the words and phrases.  Put the signs on the wall. Invite each student to say the sentence in a different way.

“I lost my homework.”


Sadly


Happily


Angrily


Nervously


Sleepily


Fearfully

“What are you doing?”


- furious because you walked into your bedroom and found your little sister going through your dresser drawers


- you walked into your classroom and found your teacher standing on his head


- you’re not really interested but you felt you had to ask anyway


- you are very suspicious


- you are a big mean bully picking on a smaller person


- you are a frightened small person who saw a big bully doing something wrong

Count from one to ten


- as if you are an angry parent who said, “I’m going to count to ten and if you’re not in your bedroom by the time I get to ten you’re in big trouble.


- as a toddler just learning to count


- you were sad because you thought everyone forgot your birthday but you but you walked into your living room and saw ten birthday presents on the floor


- you are a referee for a boxing match and you are counting someone out


- you are telling someone a telephone number over a bad connection


- you are counting pennies as you drop them into a piggy bank


- the room is very crowded and you are counting only the people with hats on

“That program is on tonight”


- excited


- indifferent


- surprised


- unhappy


- explaining


- unsure
“Oh, I’ll do that tomorrow.”


- tired


- lying


- disgusted


- angry


- in a hurry


- you can hardly wait
“Will you come, too?”




“No, I won’t do it.”



- pleading





- angrily

- you don’t want the person to come


- sadly

- afraid






- bored

- very tired





- cruelly

- excited






- shyly

- threatening





- bravely
WORD EMPHASIS
Are we walking there?

Are we walking there?


Are we walking there?


Are we walking there?


Are we walking there?
Did Susan read the book?


Did Susan read the book?


Did Susan read the book?


Did Susan read the book?


Did Susan read the book?

Was the giant angry?


Was the giant angry?


Was the giant angry?


Was the giant angry?

USE OF SILENCE

I couldn’t believe my eyes! I saw, not one, not two, but three wicked witches leering at me with their evil grins.

You’ve done well, Molly, but you can do better yet!

There, at the foot of the stairs, was a human head!

Wiley started for home. He turned a corner and there was the Hairy Man!

VOICE TEMPO

Here’s the answer to the question you’ve been waiting for.

I can’t believe what you’re telling me.

She was under a terrible spell for years and years.

The president’s limousine is coming down the street.

Braeside School just won first place in the contest!







- quickly and excitedly







- slowly for emphasis







- at normal speed just to state a fact

TONGUE TWISTERS

Free tree twigs.

Delicious suspicious spaghetti.

Slime shuns sunshine.

Did Moses suppose his toes were a rose?

Tom the terrible teacher taught tots naughty thoughts.

Betty Botter bought a bit of better butter. But the bit of better butter Betty Botter bought was a bit bitter for better butter.

No need to light a night light on a light night like tonight.

We won by one run.

Caesar seized his knees and sneezed.

A manager of an imaginary menagerie.

The pleased police released the leash.

The sixth sick Sheik’s sixth sheep is sick.

From 

Moschita, John. “Motor Mouth”, Hilarious Tongue Twister Game. Vernon Hills, IL: Tiger Games, 1990.

SHARE A PERSONAL STORY

Tell about a time when you did something you feel really proud about.

Tell about a time when one or both of your parents did something funny.

Tell about a time when something memorable happened with a pet.

Tell about a time when something funny happened with a sister or brother.

Tell about a time when something memorable happened on a family 


vacation.

Tell about a time when you won something.

Tell about a time when you were scared.

Tell about a time when the weather made a difference in your life.

Tell about something special that happened on your birthday.

Tell about a special time with a toy or other possession.

Tell about a special event in your life that you want to share.

NAME _______________________________________

STORY SELECTION WORKSHEET
The stories I have read are:

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Put a star next to the story you have chosen to tell.

This story is retold by __________________________________________

This story comes from the country of __________________________________

I like this story because ____________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
The main idea of my story is ________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
The main character is named _______________________________________
The most important thing about this story is ___________________________
_______________________________________________________________
NAME ____________________________________________

CHARACTER STUDY SHEET
Fill in your main character’s name in the blanks.

1) What does _______________  look like?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
2) What is  ______________   wearing? 

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
3) How old is your character? _______________________________________
4) What kind of house does ___________________ live in?

_______________________________________________________________
5) What feelings does your character feel in this story?

_______________________________________________________________
6) What kind of a personality does your character have?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
7) What is the best thing about your character?

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Adapted from Hamilton, Martha and Mitch Weiss. Children Tell Stories. Richard C. Owen, 1990.
Name ________________________________________

STORY MAP

Title of your story _______________________________________________

Main character or characters ______________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Other characters _______________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
Setting – TIME _________________________________________________

Setting – PLACE _______________________________________________

Problem ______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Steps to solve problem ___________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Resolution ____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

What’s the most important thing you want your listeners to get from your story?

NAME ________________________________          ROOM ______________

STORYTELLING RESPONSE

1) Please describe how your storytelling experience with younger children went.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2) How did the children behave when listening to your story?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3) What was the best thing about telling stories to the younger children?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

4) What will you try to do differently the next time you tell your story?

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

5) Would you like to do this again? ___________________________

6) Please add anything else you want to say: 

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
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