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From the Principal
“Every great dream begins with a
dreamer. Always remember you have within
you the strength, the patience, and the
passion to reach for the stars to change the
world.” ~ Harriet Tubman
Dear Woodside Families,
I would like to extend a warm welcome back and Happy New Year to all
families. May this year bring you, and your family, great joy, peace and
harmony, good health, and prosperity! We thank you for your caring
support and partnership in working together with your children.

Dr. Betty J. Cobbs
Principal
Woodside Elementary School
17000 23rd Ave. SE,
Bothell, WA 98012
www.everettsd.org/woodside

This is a critical time of year for our staff and students. By now, all
routines are well established and some of the most vital teaching and learning should be occurring.
Engagement with the curriculum should also be at a very high level and the important relationships
between staff and students (and between students and their peers) are being fostered and nurtured.
By now, we’ve also identified most, if not all of the students who need additional interventions to give
the “that extra boost.” These interventions could include a little more one-on one time with the
classroom teacher or para-educator in the classroom, all the way up through our extended day
program.
We are working hard, every day, to support the learning and development of each
individual child at Woodside. We’ve also come to appreciate deeply the positive support
you’ve given us as a team together to help make that happen for our students. School can
be so much more than “a place to learn to read, write and do math.” Our wish is for
students and their families to truly love coming to Woodside Elementary School.
Each year schools are required to revise their School Improvement Plan (SIP) for the new academic
year. Our 2018-19 SIP can be found on our school webpage in the Quick Links section. Our School
Improvement Plan focuses on key performance outcomes in the areas of Reading, Writing, Math,
Science, Family Partnerships, Creating a Welcoming Environment, Attendance, and Instructional
Technology. You can read through the plan to see our identified action items and key performance
indicators (formative measures of actions) for this school year. Yes indeed, we are quite busy at
Woodside School.

www.everettsd.org/woodside
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On another note, I want to remind you that on Monday, January 21, we will celebrate Dr. Martin
Luther King’s legacy and sacrifice; a lifetime that he so bravely and selflessly gave for a better world.
Dr. King believed in world peace and respect and inclusion of all people. Celebrating the birthday of
Dr. King, reflecting upon his extraordinary life and legacy; we must renew our commitment to the ideal
that we will not judge people by the color of their skin, but by the content of their character. Indeed,
our mission at Woodside and our community depends upon our ability to build an agile and diverse
school that values differences among individuals.
Tuesday, January 15th, Woodside will have TWO assemblies honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
9:00 for grades K, 3rd, 4th & 10:00 for grades 1st , 2nd , 5th

Thank you for your continued support of Woodside!
Sincerely,

Dr. Betty J. Cobbs
Dr. Betty J. Cobbs, Principal
Woodside Elementary
bcobbs@everettsd.org2004

www.everettsd.org
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Calendar of Events
Monday

31

Tuesday

1

Wednesday

2

Thursday

3

Friday

4
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

7

8

9

10

January

BBBS Mentoring
Program @ Comcast
Call Center 11:30-1:30

14

15

PTA Meeting, Library 7pm-8:30pm

MLK Assembly
Primary – K,3,4
Intermediate – 1,2,5

21

22

No School
MLK Day

16

11
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

17

18
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal

23

24

25
Learning Improvement
Friday; 1:35 dismissal
POPCORN FRIDAY!

Hearing Screening
Day
BBBS Mentoring
Program @ Comcast
Call Center 11:30-1:30

28
NonStudent Day
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29

30

31

1

End of
Semester
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School Counselors’ Corner
Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Life's most persistent and urgent question is, “What are you doing for others?”

#kindnessmatters
Thank you to everyone who donated gift cards for the holiday giving program last month. This month, Woodside students
will join with many others around the nation in The Great Kindness Challenge (January 28-February 1). Students are
challenged to complete as many acts of kindness as possible from a list they will receive for that week. We will also be
gathering food for the Backpacks of Hope program again. The items needed this year are:

Peanut Butter*

Instant Oatmeal

Spaghettio’s

Jelly*

Granola Bars/Snack Crackers

Macaroni & Cheese

Canned Ravioli*

Saltine Crackers

12.5oz Regular Soup

Pork & Beans*

Ramen Noodles

15oz Hearty Soup

Canned Chili*

Canned Fruit

Instant Potatoes (Idahoan)

Canned Vegetables

Apple Sauce/Fruit Cups

*High need items

We can only accept food that is not expired. ~ Thank you!
Items will be collected during the week of January 28-February 1. Students should take donations to their classroom to be
counted. The class with the highest number of donated items will get a surprise reward. Let’s see if we can beat last year’s
record of 1,857 donated food items! Students will also have a chance to apply for leadership positions to help make the
food drive a huge success.

On another note, I have the privilege of Mrs. Vaillant joining me for three months, beginning in January. She will be working
on coursework and internship hours to complete a Master’s degree in School Counseling. It will be wonderful to have a
partner in delivering the school counseling program at Woodside. Her research project is focused on improving school
attendance and I hope we can get some innovative ideas for making good attendance a priority with our students.

~Mrs. Jensen & Mrs. Vaillant~

www.everettsd.org

Page 4

Everett Public Schools

What is happening in music this January?

Mrs. Hill is expecting a baby girl this month and will be going on maternity leave until the end of the school year. Although she will
miss all of the Woodside students very much, she is looking forward to staying home with the new baby. We are in the process of
finding a long-term music sub for the position. Whoever joins Woodside, please make sure to welcome them. Mrs. Hill plans to return
next year at the beginning of the school year!
The 5th, 4th, and 3rd Graders will begin recorders this month. Please encourage your child to practice recorder at home so they can earn
the different recorder karate belts. As we learn recorder we also practice reading music from the staff using absolute pitch names A, B,
C, D, E, F, and G. The letters that go with the lines on the staff are E, G, B, D, and F (Every Good Boy Does Fine). The letters that go
with the spaces are F, A, C, and E (FACE). Reading music from the staff is an important musical skill that we will build on each year in
music.
2nd Grade will be studying Peter and the Wolf this month as we learn about instrument families (woodwind, brass, strings, and
percussion) and individual instruments from the story. Ask your child who the different characters were in the book and what
instrument represented each character.
1st Grade will be working hard to prepare for their 10 Little Ladybugs Concert, which will be on Thursday, February 14th at
7:00PM! The concert is based on the book, 10 Little Ladybugs and features songs from our music curriculum, which allows students
to learn and practice 1st grade musical concepts and skills as we prepare for our performance. We hope to see you there!
The Kindergarteners are working on keeping a steady beat as they continue to learn new songs and singing games. As you listen to
music in the car or at home, ask your kindergartner to find the beat!

The 3rd, 4th, and 5th graders at Woodside have all started their recorder unit! Now it’s
time for some…

To encourage students to practice the recorder, we do recorder karate in music class. The students have the opportunity to earn belts:
white, yellow, green, purple, blue, red, and black with each belt corresponding to a specific song. As the students work through the
belts, the songs get more difficult and correspond to their music grade. In addition, students can earn extra credit by getting rainbow
belts with beads for filling out practice bugs. The grading is as follows:
5 belts= 4 (Advanced)
4 belts= 3 (Proficient)
2-3 belts=2 (Partially Proficient)
1 belt=1 (Unsatisfactory)
Music and practice sheets will be sent home with recorders and are available in the music room. Please encourage your child to
practice at home and show you all the belts they have earned!
To help reinforce music at home, please always encourage your child to show you new or favorite songs from music class! The more
each student practices at home, the more progress they will make in music class!

www.everettsd.org
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Meet Joe Bohnen!
Mr. Bohnen has been teaching PE here at Woodside since late
September, substituting for Mr. Suda as he continues to
recover from shoulder surgery. Mr. Suda plans to return
January 7, 2019. He’s happy that Mr. Bohnen has been
here to run the PE program at Woodside.
After graduating from Seattle Pacific University and working
for Boeing for 15 years, Mr. Bohnen (or Mr. B, as many students know him) received his teacher
certification from the University of Washington. Mr. Bohnen has been teaching with the Everett
School District for over 10 years, where he has remained one of the most popular substitutes with
both teachers and students alike. He’s familiar with teaching PE, having taught it at schools
throughout the district.
This fall, Mr. Bohnen has held multi-week football and basketball
This Photo by Unknown

“camps”, as well as introduced exciting games and activities that have

challenged Woodside students of all ages. His enthusiasm has been contagious.
Mr. Bohnen has been married for 28 years with two children. He loves sports, playing board games,
camping, and both playing and coaching softball. He lettered in tennis in high school in Longview,
Washington, where he grew up. He also enjoys working as an adult leader in both Cub and Boy
Scouts, singing in a choir, being an elder in his church, serving as a volunteer in the community, and,
of course, being a father.

Welcome to Woodside Mr. Bohnen!
Shelf Talk
2018
www.everettsd.org

November
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Greetings from the Woodside Library! This month finds fourth and fifth graders studying
strong passwords, copyright and plagiarism and how to cite work. Second and third graders are
working on know what is private vs. personal information.
Remembering this acronym YAPPY (Y-your full name, A- address, Pphone number, P-passwords, Y- your plans) are all private information
and should not be shared online. Personal information such as your
favorite color, food, and/or hobbies are personal information which is
ok to share online, if you choose. We have worked on when in doubt,
ask a trusted adult. Kindergarten and first grade continue to work on
the Washington Children’s Choice Picture books and learning parts of a
book. If you haven’t heard kindergarteners and first graders sing the
parts of a book song, ask them!

This Photo by Unknown

Winter Break begins December 21st. We will be having a Winter Break Reading Challenge! It will be a
bingo type challenge where students try to earn a bingo (five in a row, across, horizontal, or vertical)
by completing reading tasks. Challenges will be due to classroom teachers by
Wednesday, January 9th to be eligible for prizes. Will the Woodside staff have
a higher participation rate than the students? Check out Woodside library’s
Facebook page to find out at Woodside_ Library_ EPS!
Did you know if you download the Everett Public Schools app that
This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed

you can keep track of your child’s library account? It is a lifesaver.

To get started you will need to secure a Home Access Center username and a password by emailing
Learning Management Services. This link will take you there and have more information 
https://www.everettsd.org/Page/20633 Once you have a Home Access Center username and
password, downloading the app and logging in is the next step.

www.everettsd.org
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Do you YouTube?
The district does. Search for Everett Public Schools WA to find all of our district videos. Miss a school
board meeting? You can find videos of those meetings there too.

We're hiring para educators!
If you've ever wanted to help in a classroom, or lend your talents at a school, apply to be a classroom para
educator! Para educators in Everett Public Schools provide instructional support to classroom teachers and ensure students with special
needs have access to their learning. You're not available? Tell a neighbor or friend! This is your opportunity to have a huge impact on
your community, one student at a time.
Look for the Employment icon on www.Everettsd.org to apply. If you’re interested, please call Lauren Weeden, Director of Special
Services for North Region Schools, at 425-385-5791.

January is School Board Appreciation Month
The month of January marks the annual observance of School Board Recognition – a time to salute the work of school board members
and celebrate public education. This year, they were once again named a Board of Distinction. You can learn more about board
members online.

Freaked by too much Fortnite?
Hear from parents and students about the pitfalls and positives
about the extremely popular video game at
www. commonsensemedia.org.
Help your student stay safer online through awareness and parent
tips about this app and other games, movies and apps.
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