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TOWNSHIP REFERENDUM FORUM
– by Cate Whitcomb
The LWVE Local Government committee
planned and carried out a forum to present
facts about the Township Referendum which
is on the ballot for the Primary Election on
March 18. The forum was held on Saturday,
March 1 at the Evanston Township
High School. Last December the Local
Government committee had created a “fact
sheet” brochure which has been distributed
widely throughout Evanston including
the public library, the YMCA and YWCA,
the Levy Center and various churches. In
addition each of the 9 alderpersons were
given a bundle of the fact sheets and encouraged to hold
ward meetings for their constituents.
The forum was held to allow a panel of presenters to give
the facts on how the Township functions currently and what
changes might occur, if any, if the vote is for the dissolution
of the Township. Valerie Krejcie, past-president of LWVE
and experienced forum moderator, was the moderator.
The panel consisted of Jane Grover, Alderperson from the
7th ward and Township Trustee, Evonda Thomas-Smith,
Director of the Health Department and current administrator
for the Township staff and functions, and Bonnie Wilson,
appointed Township Assessor, who was appointed to the
remaining term when Sharon Eckersall died last fall. Written
questions were taken from the 30 some attendees, sorted
and organized by League members, and panel members
responded to the questions.
THE REFERENDUM ON THE BALLOT WILL APPEAR AS:
Shall the township organization be
discontinued and abolished in
Evanston Township?
YES

NO

Initially, panelists explained one impetus for
the referendum is that the City and Township of Evanston
are coterminous, with the same geographical boundaries,
and are governed by the same nine elected Alderman
also serving as the Township Trustees. Last fall the
Township offices and staff moved to the Civic Center. At
the same time, the elected Township Supervisor resigned,
and the elected Assessor passed away. The Township

Trustees appointed City Manager Wally
Bobkiewicz to be Interim Supervisor,
and he appointed Evonda ThomasSmith, Director of Health Department, to
oversee the Township General Assistance
and Emergency Services. Bonnie Wilson,
elected Township Assessor in 2009 whose
term was ending, was asked to continue as
Interim Assessor.
Many questions were asked about whether
the current Township programs would be
continued under City jurisdiction, and what
the impact of dissolution would be on the
City budget. Panelists stressed that current
programs would continue, and in fact, the numbers of
citizens being served have already increased. The 2015
budget provides support for 200 General Assistance clients
a month, but Jane Grover emphasized that all eligible
clients will be served, even if that number is exceeded. If
the Township is dissolved, the Town Fund and the General
Assistance Fund will continue to pay for those programs.
Last year’s budget for the Township has already been
reduced by the move to the Civic Center saving rent and
administrative costs, and there will be some further savings
because of economies of scale and efficiency of service
delivery. The City Manager has said the Assessor duties
would be handled by the Department of Administrative
Services.
The City Manager has said that most Township employees
will continue in their positions if programs are assumed by
the City. Staff increases or decreases will depend on how
the programs evolve. Township employees and City Health
Department staff are both trained to provide strict privacy
and confidentiality for their clients. The City Manager has
also said that if the Township is dissolved, the grants to
Evanston social services agencies partly funded by the
Township will be continued. No decision has been made
whether the current Health Department will be reorganized
as a Department of Health and Human Services as a home
for Township programs.
If the referendum fails, an election will be held to elect a
new Supervisor and Assessor. Alderman Grover pointed
out that the budget for current Township programs will be
set each year, by the Council or by the Township Board,
regardless of the outcome of the referendum.
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Dear League Friends,
As we leave behind us the memory of 444 hours
of below freezing temperatures (thanks to WGN
weather people for the statistics) and look forward
to actually melting away some of our record
breaking snow, we can begin to see what is in
store for the rest of the year.
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This year, on September 28, we will celebrate the
175th anniversary of France Willard’s birth. I want
to take a few minutes and reflect with you about
the remarkable life of Evanston’s most famous and
historic woman. Happily, I am working with a group of dedicated individuals who are
planning a series of events to re-introduce us to Willard and her significant legacy
of social activism and reform.
The events began with a “Day of Service” on March 8, where we were all encouraged
to volunteer with an organization that serves either women or girls, advocates for
social justice, addresses issues of poverty or substance abuse – these were all areas
about which Willard cared deeply.
There was a community open house at the Frances Willard House, 1730 Chicago
Avenue, on Sunday March 16 which would give you a chance to see the special
exhibit at the house and hear the tour. The next event is a lecture the evening
of May 1, at the Evanston History Center, by Archivist Lori Osborne. Look for
announcements about what I know will be a fascinating lecture.
In September, on the weekend of her birthday anniversary, there will be a one-day
symposium featuring a special keynote speaker and presentations about issues that
were of concern to Willard on which we are still working today. There will be other
events announced as we continue planning – possibly a music concert at the First
United Methodist Church as we have found a book she kept of “favorite” music.
There is a stained glass window at First United with her image, along with Abraham
Lincoln and other famous figures from U.S. history.
Why are we planning all these things? Willard is most frequently remembered as the
president of the WCTU (Woman’s Christian Temperance Union), the public is largely
unfamiliar with Willard’s significant body of work as a pioneering feminist and social
justice advocate. Her marginalization as a historical figure stems, we think, from the
mistaken belief that her work was focused exclusively on temperance and we have
lost sight of Willard’s work to empower women, address issues of women’s rights,
and improve women’s overall health and well-being. The FrancesWillard@175
initiative aims to correct these misperceptions and to help restore the reform legacy
she left to the United States and the world.
As a way to observe the year and to gain more insights Jack and I are reading aloud
Willard’s biography by Ruth Bordin published in 1986 by the University of North
Carolina Press. Every page is revealing new and unexpected insights about this
remarkable woman. It is easy to ignore the familiar, her house and museum on
Chicago Avenue that we all pass numerous times in a week. I am encouraging all
of you to get involved, get informed about Frances Willard, and honor the work she
began that is still so important to us.
Yours in the continuing efforts for informed and participatory citizenship,

Cate
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LWVE GETS FORECAST FOR 2014 ELECTIONS
by Betty Hayford

more divided ideologically
and organizationally, with a
number of candidates likely
to prolong primary contests.
Kenney argues that New
Jersey Governor Christie, once
considered a strong candidate
able to unite different factions,
is “toast.”

LWVE members came together
on February 24 to hear
predictions about the 2014
elections.
The scheduled
speaker, Jim Kenney, Executive
Director of Common Ground,
was prevented from speaking
by illness, but was effectively
replaced by our Cook County
Commissioner, Larry Suffredin.
Suffredin, with the aid of Kenney’s
extensive notes, conveyed many
of Kenney’s insights about the
national political scene, and
added his own views on state
and local trends.

Suffredin shifted attention to
state primaries, emphasizing
that there are few contests for
local, state or Congressional
seats, especially in the strong
Illinois Democratic Party. The
most visible and important
Larry Suffredin speaking at February 22 event
contest is for the Republican
at The Mather in Evanston.
candidate for Governor, where
Kenney predicts that the Washington stalemate will probably
three Illinois Republican office holders are challenged by
continue; Republicans are likely to maintain control of the
successful businessman Bruce Rauner, who promises to
House, and may gain a few seats in the Senate, with a small
shake up state government. The small number of challenges
possibility of taking control of the Senate. Republican strength
and typical off-year patterns suggest voter turnout will be
in Washington continues in spite of Kenney’s strong view that
low, around 12 percent.
the Republican Party is losing strength and cohesion as the
party establishment struggles to reduce the power of the
In closing, Suffredin urged League members to continue
insurgent Tea Party bloc. Republican positions on social issues
our role of registering voters, educating voters, and urging
such as immigration are increasingly in the
registered voters to go to the polls. He
minority, but the party will retain its position
encouraged the League to publicize
in 2014 because so many Congressional
the important referenda that may be
districts are drawn to protect incumbents,
on the ballot, including the move for
the Presidential party (Democrats) usually
independent maps defining candidate
loses seats in a mid-term election, and
districts and the Graduated Rate Income
Democratic-leaning voters such as young
Tax, both of which are supported by
people and minorities are less likely to
LWVIL, and the push for term limits,
vote at mid-term.
supported by Rauner. He also urged
League members to inform themselves
Looking forward to the presidential
about the important selection of judges,
election in 2016, Kenney pointed out that
since for all practical purposes, judicial
the usual comparison is reversed, since
races will be decided by the March 18
Democrats are relatively unified and
primary election. Judicial candidates
there is not yet any strong challenger to
will be unopposed in the November
Hilary Clinton. The Republicans are much
election.
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ISSUES BRIEFING BY LWVIL
– by Cate Whitcomb

Proving to be hearty
Midwesterners, over
140 League members
gathered on the one of
the snowiest Saturdays of
the winter to hear the update on a number of issues of critical
importance to Illinois at the University Center in downtown
Chicago. There were two morning plenary sessions, one on
fracking and the other on redistricting. The complete Power
Point presentations as well as handouts are available online
at www.lwvil.org/issues-briefing.html.
The well qualified presenters on fracking outlined the
potential and current problems involved with this method of
drilling for hydrocarbons. Among the cautions given were the
fact that Illinois shale is highly radio-active so that what is
left from the drilling is dangerous. As the media is reporting,
there are increasing numbers of earthquake tremors that are
directly related to fracking. There are proposed fracking sites
near both the New Madrid fault (which has a greater potential
for damage than the San Andreas fault in California) and the
Wabash Valley fault in Illinois. Even though some counties
have regulations prohibiting or regulating drilling, the State
law can override those protections. As one speaker put it,
“We don’t need this junk! It is much more contaminated
than the gas and oil drilled in the past and will be much
more costly to refine. We need to leave hydrocarbons where
they are when they leave behind deep seated poverty and
unemployment.”
The LWVIL at the biennial convention in 2013 reaffirmed that

“LWVIL believes that a
moratorium on fracking
is still the ideal. If there
is law, the convention
supports implementation
of rules which protect
residents, tourism and the
environment, budgets to provide funds for staffing to enforce
rules and regulations, and provisions for local control.”
The second plenary on redistricting illustrated the unbalanced
and non-representative districts that were drawn by the
legislators in Springfield after the last census. YES! FOR
INDEPENDENT MAPS is the organization working across
the state to get 300,000 signatures to put a referendum on
the ballot for the general election in November 2014 to allow
Illinois citizens to establish an independent commission to
draw the congressional districts in Illinois. The LWVE is one of
the organizations actively seeking signatures on petitions to
put this measure on the November ballot. Anyone interested
in helping to gather signatures should contact Cate Whitcomb
at LWVEPresident@gmail.com or call 847-869-6920.
There were six interest sessions in the afternoon out of
which participants could attend two. The topics covered
were the Graduated Rate Income Tax, Sustainable Food
and Water – the LWVUS Agriculture update, Health Care
and Were the ACA Stands, Charter Schools, Gun Violence
Prevention, and Storm Water Project. The reports of all
the Interest Specialists, League members who work
year-round of their particular topic, can be found online
at http://tinyurl.com/k88wuyp. They are extremely
informative and members are encouraged to read them.

PETITION EFFORT CONTINUES FOR INDEPENDENT MAPS
by Betty Hayford
LWVE members have been working since late fall to gather
signatures to put a referendum on the November ballot for
a transparent redistricting system that will take redistricting
out of the hands of Springfield politicians and give the
important task to a commission of independent experts.
We are far from meeting our goal - we need 300,000 valid
signatures, and are aiming for 500,000 signatures to be
sure to meet the requirement.
LWVIL is urging league members around the state to
continue the effort to get the necessary signatures. LWVIL

is working with over fifty other groups, including unions and
civic organizations, in a coalition to support this effort. A
similar effort in 2009 failed to meet the requirement, but
LWVIL hopes that this current broad coalition will succeed.
Independent redistricting is an important political reform
that has been won in a few states, including our neighbor
Iowa, and is being considered in others. Its success could
greatly improve the political environment in Illinois. Any
league member who needs petition forms or wants more
information should contact President Cate Whitcomb
LWVEPresident@gmail.com or Vice-President of
Membership Casey Christensen casey208@comcast.net.
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LWVE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Thursday, April 3 ~ 6:30-9:00 pm
LWVIL SPRING 2014 PHONATHON
Please contact Jessie Feldman at 847-864-2199 or
jessie23tf@gmail.com to participate.
More information right column this page >
Thursday, April 17 ~ 11:30 am
WHAT CAN SWANCC DO FOR YOU?
David Van Vooren, Executive Director of Solid Waste
Agency of Northern Cook County
Evanston Ecology Center 2024 N. McCormick Blvd,
Evanston, Cost: $20.00 More information page 7.
Thursday, May 1
“SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW FRANCES WILLARD…”
Lori Osborne, Archivist, Evanston History Center
More details to follow.
Saturday, May 3
LWVE PROGRESSIVE DINNER
More information below. Invitations will be mailed.
Monday, May 5 ~ 9:00 am
COOK COUNTY LWV ANNUAL MEETING
University Center, 525 State Street, Chicago
Thursday, May 22 ~ 5:30 pm
LWVE ANNUAL MEETING
James L. King Home, 1555 Oak Avenue, Evanston
All programs are free unless otherwise noted.
For more information call 847-866-7844 or visit
www.lwve.org and click on link to Calendar.

HAVE A CELL PHONE?
WE NEED YOU!
- by Jessica Feldman
Our League is participating in the
annual Illinois League Education Fund
Phonathon that will be Thursday, April
3 from 6:30-9:00 in Evanston. We need
callers to help with these follow up calls
to donors from our League who have
not yet responded to the letter mailed by the State LWV
for tax-deductible donations to the Education Fund. We
get a share of the dollars donated by our members in this
State appeal for our Education Fund.
Callers will need to bring their cellphones. A script will be
provided. This is an opportunity for a one-shot activity
that can produce helpful support for the educational
programs provided by our League. If you are willing to
help, please contact Jessie Feldman at 847-864-2199 or
jessie23tf@gmail.com to sign up. We look forward to
hearing from you.

MEMBERSHIP NEWS
– by Casey Christensen
LWVE is very pleased to announce that we
have four new members! Please welcome:

GLEN MADEJA, BETTY MITCHELL
and LUCINDA & MICHAEL RAPP

SAVE THE DATE~SATURDAY, MAY 3

LWVE PROGRESSIVE DINNER
Our biennial event for

FUN & FUNDS TO BENEFIT THE LEAGUE’S
LOCAL ENDEAVORS!
Enjoy an evening of great conversation and
great food. Guests are welcome!
6:00 – 7:00 pm
RECEPTION &
HORS D’OEURVES
7:30 – 9:00 pm DINNER
Followed by DESSERT
Assigned homes to be
announced.

MISSION STATEMENT
The League of Women Voters, a
nonpartisan political organization,
encourages informed and active
participation in government, works to
increase understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public policy
through education and advocacy.
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NEWS FROM COOK COUNTY LEAGUE
- by Priscilla Mims
MARCH 18 PRIMARY INFORMATION
As of February 3, look under “Voting Information” on the LWVCC’s Web site,
cookcounty.il.lwvnet.org, for information about the upcoming March 18 primary,
the Cook County offices that will be on the ballot, and the candidates running
for those offices. Sadly, there are just a handful of County races (excluding
judgeships) being contested on any party ballot. As of the deadline for this issue,
the Democratic Party primary ballot will have contests for Sheriff, Commissioner
Districts #1, 3, 4, 5, and 8, and for the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District
Board. The only contested County race on the Republican ballot will be for the
17th District Commissioner.

Home. Community. Friendships.

For those races that are contested, the LWVCC has sent questions to the local
leagues Presidents and Voter Service chairs in the event that any local league holds
a candidates’ forum. The LWVCC has also encouraged local leagues that are in the
same Commissioner district to partner. For example, Commissioner District #1
includes the area served by both the Chicago League (the west side) and the Oak
Park & River Forest League.

847-721-1413
www.NorthShore-Village.org

Where we live, how we live and who
we share our lives with - they are all a
matter of choice. Is there any reason to
give up those choices as we get older?
Keep your options open with North
Shore Village, a member - driven
organization for older adults who
want to “age in place.”
Join us at an informal
coffee to learn more.
Tommi Ferguson, Executive Director

MovementSolutions

Physical Therapy & Sports Performance

MAY 5 ANNUAL MEETING
Save the date. All Chicago League members are invited to the LWVCC Annual
Meeting on May 5 at the University Center, 525 S. State Street, Chicago.

Lance Labno, PT, DPT, LMT
Physical Therapist and Owner

tel (847) 372-3816 | fax (847) 810-0302
350 Linden | Wilmette, Illinois 60091
lance.labno@gmail.com | www.movement solutions. com

COOK COUNTY BOARD & COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Currently, there is no regular press coverage of County Board and Committee
meetings. But the LWVCC Observers are there! Read what is happening on the
Observer Blog on cookcounty.il.lwvnet.org. There are also reports on the Cook
County Health & Hospitals Board.

WHAT CAN SWANCC DO FOR YOU?
THURSDAY, APRIL 17 AT 11:30 AM
Speaker: DAVID VAN VOOREN
Executive Director of Solid Waste Agency
of Northern Cook County
EVANSTON ECOLOGY CENTER
2024 North McCormick Boulevard, Evanston
Cost: $20.00
The Solid Waste Agency of Northern Cook County
(SWANCC), a non-profit intergovernmental
agency, has provided solid waste management
services, programs and resource materials to its 23 member communities since
1988. SWANCC’s focus is to reduce the volume and toxicity of solid waste
through responsible waste reduction solutions and includes collections for
special materials.
Only residents who live in a SWANCC member community (this includes
Evanston) are eligible to participate in the agency’s programs.

HELP EVANSTON
LEAGUE CONSERVE
RESOURCES
If you would prefer to receive the
INTERCOM only on the internet, as a
link to our LWVE website, please send
email to LWVEvanston@att.net or
call the League office at 847-866-7844
and leave a message telling us to stop
sending you a printed copy. It will help
us be more eco-friendly and reduce
printing and mailing costs!
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OBSERVERS SUMMARY
League observers are our “eyes and ears” at the City Council
and its standing committees, which set policy and direction
for the City. If you’d like to learn the nitty-gritty of local
government, being an observer is a great way to start. Call
Jessica Feldman, Observer Chair, at 847-864-2199 for more
information. Here’s a summary of what our observers saw
since the last issue of the Intercom.

— staff
to determine the best placement of tables
did like the arrangement of four tables pushed together to
form a large square for informal discussion.
COUNCIL GOALS IMPLEMENTION The full cost of snow
removal should be determined by 3/31/14, when this report
will be ready. Because of its projected size, it will not be
absorbed into the budget, but will be dealt with separately.
Streets and Facilities: Economic Development, and Fiscal
Policies are the remaining goals to be discussed.

EVANSTON LEAGUE HOLDS INFORMATION SESSION
ON TOWNSHIPS Because Evanston citizens will be asked
whether they want to maintain the coterminous township
(same boundaries and duties as city and township) in the
March 18 election, The Evanston League held an information
meeting explaining both sides of the issue and answering
questions from the roughly 30 people who were present.

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS GOAL SETTING Ald.
Tendam suggested that some boards or commissions are
not engaged with the public; Ald. Burrus agreed and thought
that Boards and Commissions worked in “silos” instead of
seeing the big picture. General feeling was that there are too
many Boards. A recommendation was made to do a survey
of the Boards (not individuals) to see if they feel useful.

SHORT TAKES After discussion about the lease on the
Evanston Art Center, the City Council agreed to terminate it
on January 31, 2015.

CELEBRATION OF WOMEN’S HISTORY MONTH North
Shore Leagues gathered for a program at the Wilmette
Country Club on Women’s Wrongful Convictions. Innocent
women accused of heinous crimes are suspected of harming
their children or other loved ones. To get in touch with them,
contact Center for Wrongful Convictions, Northwestern Law
School 375 E, Chicago Avenue, Chicago 60611.

A SECOND WIRED ROOM IN LORRAINE
MORTON CENTER Room 2404, frequently used for
presentations to and discussion among the aldermen,
has now been wired for sound. Staff is working

WOMEN’S HISTORY LUNCHEON
– by Cate Whitcomb

On March 8, in observation of Women’s History month, the
North Shore Leagues held a luncheon program at the Wilmette
Country Club. Over 100 members of the League of Women
Voters and their guests attended the program which featured
Karen Daniel, Co-Legal Director Northwestern University Law
School Center on Wrongful Convictions and Nicole Harris,
a woman exonerated in 2013 of her wrongful conviction for
murdering her son in 2005. Daniels described the Women’s
Project at the Center for Wrongful Convictions and the
different profiles and specific needs of women who have been
wrongfully accused. She spoke of the need for public education
and raising awareness of the factors that lead to wrongful
convictions. Quote from the Center: “Through research,
discussion, and interdisciplinary dialogue, we aim to explore
the policies and practices that lead to wrongful convictions of
women and the difficulties they face in reentering society after
the trauma of wrongful incarceration.” Harris described how
she was manipulated by her interrogators into giving a false
confession and the experience she had over 7 years in gaining
her exoneration. She was commended by the audience for
her grace and courage under what were unbelievably difficult
circumstances. She is currently applying for graduate study but
she acknowledged that the specter of her past is always present.

LWVE Members Enjoying Women’s History Luncheon
L-R: Cate Whitcomb, Cheryl Wollin, Jessie Feldman, Gloria Callaci

Event Planning Committee & Speakers
Bottom Row: Paula Lawson, Mary Groesch, Karen Daniel, Nicole Harris,
Teresa Groesch. Back Row: Janet Kittlaus, Ann Yoshida
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