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April 2023 Calendar
Apr 8, Sat. 10:00 am
Apr 11, Tue. 10:00 am

Apr 12, Wed. 7:00 pm

Apr 15, Sat. 10:00 am

Apr 19, Wed. 6:30 pm

Apr 21, Fri. 5:00 pm

Apr 22, Sat. 8:30 am-2:00 pm
Registration Deadline Apr 17

Apr 25, Tue.

Apr 27- 29
Registration closes Sunday,
Apr 2, at midnight

Westbury Garden Workday at 12581 Dunlap Street, Houston, TX 77035
Day Meeting is cancelled

Herb Day Planning Committee members will meet using the Zoom application. Watch e-
mail for details.

Fragrance and Tea Workshop, is at the home of Julie Fordes. Refer to Directory for
details. RSVP fordes.julie@gmail.com

Evening Meetingil nspi ri ng
will be presented by HSA member and educator, Angela Roth. Location: Cherie Flores
Garden Pavilion, 1500 Hermann Dr, Houston, TX 77004. Doors open at 6:30 pm, program
at 7:00 pm. Free and open to the public.

Set up for Herb Day

37" Annual HerbDayfiLi vi ng Our Hkocation:St. Rasldg @niteg Blethodist
Church, (Fondren Hall, Jones Education Building) 5501 Main St, Houston, TX 77004.

Nominations Due for Annual Garden Donations Contact Julie Fordes See details on
page 5.

HSA Educational Conference fHerbal Lagniappe en Louisienned L ocat i on:
Rouge, LA. Registerhereht t ps: / / www. her b-eventes yiorg U
2023educationalconference.htmlEdCon

t h el INnetxrto dQiecnienrga tHeornb st

E

May 2023 Calendar
May 6, Sat. 10:00 am
May 9, Tue. 10:00 am

May 17, Wed. 7:00 pm

May 20, Sat. 10:00 am

Quarterly
(Note: New Schedule)

Westbury Garden Workday at 12581 Dunlap Street, Houston, TX 77035.

Day Meeting fPesto Beyond Basil" Demonstration and Program presented by Benée
Curtis. Location: Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion, 1500 Hermann Dr, Houston, TX 77004.

HSA-STU (Members Only) Annual Meeting Location: Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion,
1500 Hermann Dr, Houston, TX 77004. Doors open at 6:30 pm, with potluck meal and
Annual Meeting at 7:00 pm.

Westbury Garden Workday at 12581 Dunlap Street, Houston, TX 77035.

Full Moon Ramble (Members Only) is now quarterly: June, Sept, Dec, Mar. Watch your
email for dates.

Newsletter deadline: the 25" of every month is strictly enforced (May Editor is Janice Freeman)



mailto:fordes.julie@gmail.com
https://www.herbsociety.org/news-events/2023educationalconference.html
https://www.herbsociety.org/news-events/2023educationalconference.html
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Chailrmanos Corner

Hello Members,

We will have our Annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 17. We will approve the budget for the coming
year and vote on expenditures like donations for local gardens. We will elect officers from the slate of
candidates proposed by the Nominating Committee headed by Donna Yanowski. Put this important date
on your calendar and make plans to attend this important meeting.

Cat her i ree, he@adoBtheiEducation Committee, has sent invitations to apply for the Madalene Hill
Scholarship to over 50 colleges and universities across Texas. Thank you, Catherine! We hope to be able
to give two or three scholarships out this year, as we have done the past three years.

Check out our new and revised Membership page on the website. Thanks to all who helped clarify the
process for people who apply for membership in our Unit, Benée Curtis, Karen Cottingham, Carolyn
Kosclskey and Maria Trevifio.

ALIi ving Our Her bal Legacy: | nsp
Gardener s, and Herbalistd

Herb Day is only three weeks away!

General Schedule

Set-up Friday, April 21 @ 5 pm at the church. (I am trying to get us in earlier) We need all hands on deck
for this. Tables will be set up already. The crafts and plants need to get arranged; round tables decorated.
I will be going to the storage shed earlier that day and could use help to bring over items we need.

Day of the Event

Come at 8:00 am to finish any lastmi nut e i tems. After the event, i1
up and make a run to the storage shed.

Think about what you can do to make Herb Day a success
Reach out to the following members to let them know you can help

Herbs Make Scents 2023
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Education/Speakers - Karen Cottingham

We have volunteer spaces available for assisting with Vermiculture, Fermentation, Compost Tea
Production, and Heirloom Seeds and Seed Saving.1 t 6 s a great way to | ear|
guests and members. Contact Karen Cottingham karen.redbrick@gmail.com to volunteer.

Publicity - Virginia Camerlo
Remember, everyone can do publicity! There is more to do than just share the flyer. Let Virginia know if
you can help.

Decorations - Mary Starr
Show up on Friday to decorate and Saturday afternoon to pack up. On the day of the event, bring fabric
napkins with an herbal print and fresh cut herbs. Contact Mary Starr to ask questions.

Refreshments - Debbie Lancaster and Palma Sales
Baking beforehand, acquire serving trays, work the event and coordinate refreshments around lunch.

Plants - Jeanie Dunnihoo
Help get the plants and display them on tables.

Tea and Fragrance - Faith Strunk
We wi | | meet at Julie Fordesd home on Saturday,
products for Herb Day.

Crafts - Pam Harris, Janice Stuff, Donna Wheeler
Lots of crafts are in the works. We will set up the Herbal Marketplace on Friday. Help will be needed to
price and inventory our items.

General Workers - Julie Fordes

We wi | | need | ots of help setting up and taking
your fellow herbies betterandrai se money for our scholarship fur
Herb Day.

Ingredients Needed to Make Herb Day Products - Julie Fordes
Here is a way you can help! We need the following ingredients to make Herb Day Products:

Dried mint (spearmint, peppermint or red-stemmed apple mint)
Dried lemon peel

Sea salt

Coconut milk powder

Citric acid

Cardamom, clove and rose essential oils

Jojoba and almond oils

= =4 _—_a_-9_-9_-4a_-2

If you can provide any of the items, bring to our next meeting.
Julie Fordes
Unit Chair

Herbs Make Scents 2023
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37th Annual Herb Day

Living Ouy Henbal Legacy ;

Inspiring Today's Cooks, Gardeners & Herbalists
The Herb Society of America, South Texas Unit

Saturday, April 22, 2023
8:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. in the Museum District, Houston

Featured Speakers

John Forti

National Award-winning Horticulturist & Author, Presented via Zoom
“Heirloom Gardening with Traditional Herbs & Skills”

In Person Guest Speakers

“Let's Go Wild - An Introduction to Fermentation”
Scotty Sheridan, Scotty's Fermented Foods

"Heirloom Seeds - Their Place in Our Lives"
Charley Fisher, Urban Garden Project

Herbal Marketplace & Herb Plant Sales

Educational Demonstrations with
Compost Tea, Vermiculture, Fermentation & Heirloom Seeds

Catered Lunch and Dessert Provided

$60 ($40 for STU Members) Pre-paid Registration Required
For additional information and to pre-register
visit www.herbsociety-stu.org

Herbs Make Scents 2023
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Membership Tips: Earning Your Hours - Major Events
Carolyn Kosclskey, Membership Chair

Membership Guidelines, Rules and Procedures (in the Membership Directory and on the website under
Member Information, Unit Operating Manual tab), read fan active member will support the organization
during the fiscal year by participating in the preparation of one major event (Herb Day in the spring, Herb
Fair in the fall) and participate on-site in one major event (Herb Day, Herb Fair).0 The upcoming 37"
Annual Herb Day on Saturday, April 22 provides multiple opportunities to meet these obligations! Contact
any of the members below for information on how to become involved in this event. Note: Be sure to
record all of your hours related to this event in whole and half hour increments (1% hour = 1.5 hour).

Herb Day 2023 Chair and Committee Members
Julie Fordes, Herb Day Chairman (fordes.julie@gmail.com)
Tricia Bradbury, Herb Day Committee (Triciabrad35@yahoo.com)
Karen Cottingham, Herb Day Committee (Karen.redbrick@gmail.com)
Cat heri ne ODba&y Comeittee (Vibeold3@gmail.com)
Maria Trevifio, Herb Day Committee (maria@burger.com)
Donna Wheeler, Herb Day Committee (ddwheelerl6@hotmail.com)

I f you have any questions about volunteer
stxu.membership@gmail.com.
Carolyn

GivingSome nNnGreeno to Make Th

Each year the HSA-STU allocates funds to support herbal education in local gardens. The decision
about which gardens to fund is driven by the membership. Proposed gardens will be discussed at the
Annual Meeting in May.

As a Unit, we are blessed with both healthy membership numbers and healthy finances. Over the past
several years, roughly $2,000/year has been budgeted for donations to local gardens. We have spent

$1,500 for the past two years from our Garden Donation funds to buy our membership in the Houston

Botanic Garden.

Past recipients of our charitable donations include: Nature Discovery Center in Bellaire, TX; Herb
Gardens at Festival Institute in Round Top, TX; the following herb gardens in Houston: Urban
Harvest, Urban Harvest Garden Education for Children Program, Center for Contemporary Craft,
Mercer Aboretum, Houston Botanic Garden, and Sight into Sound (non-profit for visually impaired).

Big, small, famous, or tucked away in a corner - we are calling on members to propose a garden for
funding that is dedicated to herbal education in some way. Please provide a description of how the
garden is involved in promoting herbal understanding and how much money is needed. Your proposal
must be in writing and turned in to Julie Fordes before April 25, 2023 so it can be included in the May
Newsletter.

Garden/gardens to receive funding will be determined by member vote at the May Annual Meeting.
of how the garden is involved in promoting herbal understanding and how much money is needed.
Herbs Make Scents 2023 Continued on next page
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McAshan Herb Garden @ Festival
Hill, Round Top TX

U e

Urban Harvest Previously

Urban Harvest Community Supported
Gardens, and the Urban

Harvest Garden Education
Programs, Houston TX by our

Charitable
Donations

Mercer Arboretum and
Botanic Garden, Humble TX

Hana & Albert Ginzbarg Nature
Discovery Center, Bellaire TX

2
rav "«.‘f'.'ft

Houston Botanic Garden,
Houston TX

Photos provided by J Freeman. Pioneer Unit, websites of Sound into
Sight, Urban Harvest & Center for Contemporary Craft

Herbs Make Scents 2023
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Hospitalit
Host

Rose Wherry serves the South
Texas Unit as the Hospitality
Chair for our Evening Meetings.
Members agree/sign-up to assist
as Rose coordinates and
arranges tasks so our potluck
suppers are welcoming to all.

Members should sign up to
host with another member for
one evening.

Some of the host tasks include
set-up for the meeting then take
down. Other tasks include
washing tablecloths and
tableware; perhaps you prefer to
decorate tables or label potluck
dishes? These are just a few of
the simple tasks that build the
foundation for a very enjoyable
evening with the South Texas
Unit.

Rose will provide instructions
and guide you along the way.
Volunteer as a Hospitality
Hostess for an evening of herbal
use and delight! Contact Rose
Wherry at
roseawherry@gmail.com

And the Winner is #3!

Cat herine OO6Bri en

Thank you to everyone for participating in the taste test at the last
meeting. The clear choice for the best tasting Ranch Style Dressing
was #3. The plan is to sell packets of dried herbs and spices along
with the recipe at Herb Fair in the fall. If you can, please collect and
dry as much parsley and dill weed as you can. And if you find garlic
powder and onion powder on sale, bring the dried herbs and spices
to future meetings.

Herbs Make Scents 2023
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Contact Karen Cottingham at karen.redbrick@gmail.com
for a 20%Discount Code at Source Vital Apothecary.
Discount is good for one year, for either online purchases
www.sourcevital.com or in-person shopping

at 1291 N. Post Oak Rd, Suite 291.

Back to Our Roots

Julie Fordes

The garden at Westbury Community Gardens is looking fabulous! We
are busy harvesting our comfrey, calendula and chamomile. Butterfly
pea Ovolunteersdé are being moved
waiting for holy basil seedlings to appear. Our next workday will be
Saturday, April 8 @ 10 am. We will have two workdays on Saturdays in
May. Even if you candt make it to
your own backyard, you continue to grow, harvest and store herbs. As
always, bring your dried and labeled herbs to any meeting.



http://www.sourcevital.com
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‘Members

Spring is here! Remember to grow, harvest,
save and contribute your herbs to the
Chairpersons who need them for
Herb Day & Herb Fair.
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Check out the list below
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Basil
Bay leaves

QOregano
Passionflower
Blue Pea Peppermint
Calendula flowers i Red-stemmed apple
Chamomile flowers mint
Comfrey Rose petals
Lemon balm i Roselle
Lemon verbena Sage
Lemongrass Spearmint
Mexican mint '

marigold

New additions:
Dill weed
Parsley

Herb Society of America, South Texas Unit, Madalene Hill Scholarship

Janice Freeman

When a guest, visitor or a member, wishes to donate, it is now possible to do so electronically. Of
course, donations can be given to the Unit Treasurer, if preferred. Remember donations can also be
submitted on the STU website (see below).

OurUnithasad ded a ADonateo button in our newsl ett e
http://www.herbsociety-stu.org/scholarship-award.html

Herbs Make Scents 2023
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akers Bureau Update

The Speakers are busy, busy, busy, educating folks on the wonderful world of herbs.
Three presentations in April.

Cat heri ne O ®m®Rsentiegron Rsiday, Aprilli4at Crosby Library on Mediterranean herbs.

Karen Cottingham wil |l present an Urban Harvest
Propertieso on Tu-€:60bmyRegisthaton is tequel.,See6 : 0 0
https://www.urbanharvest.org/education/classes/

Janice Freeman will speak on April29 Sat. 12-1 : 00 pm Quail Vall ey Gar de
See http://www.quailvalleygardenclub.org/fundraising-projectslif anyone is interested in joining the
Speakers Bureau, contactCat her i n eat ZB&-8r-118%or Vibriol3@gmail.com

March Garden Events
Susan Wood

The weekend of March 197 20 was full of excellent road trip opportunities near Houston for garden
lovers. The Pioneer Unit Plant sale at Festival Hill in Round Top went smoothly despite cold, windy, and
rainy weather on Friday. By Saturday afternoon the thousands of herbs, from five different suppliers,
were on their way to new homes. | heard there was a standing ovation for a former prison inmate turned
landscaper who spoke during the Herbal Forum on Saturday about horticultural programs available to
prisoners in Huntsville. Well done!

STU has been donating each year for the last 5 years to support the gardens created by Madalene Hill
during her time living at Festival Institute. | hope we will continue that tradition. Attached are 2 photos of
gardens there currently maintained by Pioneer Unit volunteers. Many herbs will be added to the
Pharmacy Garden in the next few weeks. Theirgreen house needs repair, so
will be appreciated and put to good use where needed.

The other photos are from the bucolic fiBudding
Garden, just outside Hempstead. Vendors and food trucks (including delicious wood fired pizza with
prosciutto, arugula, Parmesan, and mozzarella cheese) were popular as was the coffee, wine, and
mead! The hauntingly beautiful accordion music of Anthony Barrilla wafted over the tree tops as visitors
toured the grounds. The serenity of that garden is priceless.

Mary Garden at Festival Hill in Round TopTX  gpgllinator Portraitsdvendor at

=
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Bluebonnets at Festival Hill udding Out, Fairey Garden
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April 2023 Herb Fair Update from Catherined@Yien

Spring has sprung and harvest time is upon us!!! We should already be harvesting dill, parsley,
cilantro, and lettuce before they bolt. Botme ans t hat they are fAgoing t

You know bolting is occurring when:
T atough stalk, studded with just a few leaves, suddenly shoots up out of the plant's foliage,
1 this stalk starts to form buds, which first become flowers, then seeds,
T the growth rate of the rest of the plant slows down, and
1 the taste of the remaining leaves become bitter.

Bolting does have its benefits. Their presence is good for the garden because flowering plants attract
pollinators. A plant that has gone to seed means free seeds for your garden for next season and free
seeds for birds. And although the bitter leaves may not taste good in salads, the stems can be added
to soups and stews for extra flavor. Cilantro stems make very good Chicken Tortilla Soup. Just be
sure to pull out the stems out before serving.

Warmer weather means that it is time to set out seedling basil, anise hyssop, and jamaica (Hibiscus
sabdariffaywhi ch most of wus <call Airosell ed or rosell

is a naturally perennial plant, it is

commonly cultivated as an annual,

meaning you need to plant seeds

each year. Start roselle from seed in

April through late August, like you

would its cousin okra. ) Roselle

germinates at soil temperatures of

75°-85°F and does well directly sown

into the garden. Okra flower

Roselle flower

Plant 2-3 seeds %z inch deep and about 3 feet apart. When the seedlings are 2-3 inches tall, weed out
all but the strongest seedling. Roselle prefers well drained fertile soil in a sunny spot. Over fertilization
of the plant leads to a very large plant, but fewer calyces.

|l tés the calyces that we-6menthg .
before they produce blooms. The blooms will be triggered as the
days get shorter in the fall. The calyx is the outermost part of the
flower. (See photo) After the bloom drops off, harvest the calyx
about 10 days later. If you want to collect seeds, you need to let
the seed pod inside the calyx mature on the plant until it turns
brown.

A lot of YouTube videos are available on how to plant the seeds,
save the seeds, harvest the calyx, and how to make jams, syrups,
Roselle calyx and tea. We use roselle in our Texas Herb tea.

In April, you can also set out basil plants, oregano, rosemary, sweet marjoram, and thyme needed
for culinary blends; hyssop; chamomile, lemon balm, lemon verbena, lemongrass, and mint needed
for teas; and patchouli and passionflower for bath products. Passionflower can also be used in the

sleepytime pillow and eye pillows. Continued next page




