Village of Liberty 

Regular Planning Board Meeting 

August 8, 2013 7:00 p.m. 

Present: 

Steve Green, Chairman 

Harry Rampe 

Jeff Miller 

Also Present: 

Gary Silver, Village Attorney 

Pam Winters, Code Enforcement Officer 

Joan Stoddard, Trustee 

Denise Martin-Birmingham 

ON A MOTION BY HARRY RAMPE, SECONDED BY JEFF MILLER AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED, THE MINUTES OF THE JULY 11, 2013 MEETING ARE APPROVED AS SUBMITTED. 

PUBLIC HEARING 7:00 P.M. 

# 09-13 ALBERT BITJEMAN 

MINOR TWO-LOT SUBDIVISION 

Chairman Green opens the public hearing up at 7:00 p.m. No one is present for the public hearing. Two certified notices were mailed and both were received back. 

ON A MOTION BY HARRY RAMPE, SECONDED BY JEFF MILLER AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED, THE PUBLIC HEARING FOR ALBERT BITJEMAN IS CLOSED. 

Denise Martin-Birmingham is present on behalf of Albert on this matter. Since the annexation maps still have not been filed and recorded in the County Clerk’s Office, Attorney Silver has advised the board that they are unable to take any action on this matter at this time. They cannot even review and make any determination on the short form EAF. The application is therefore tabled until the September 12, 2013 meeting.

Other Business: 

Zoning Inquiry – The owners of the multiple dwelling located at 38 Grant Street has asked for a second opinion regarding changing from long-term, month-to-month, rentals to short-term rentals, for a week at a time or weekend. This change is usage is fueled by the difficulty in finding steady, paying renters in the area and even more so, the idea to fill a niche for those tourists coming into the area for concerts at Bethel Woods and the 

Forestburgh Theatre. 

The property is currently zoned R2-High Density Residential. The proposed use would change the occupancy from a multiple dwelling to a hotel. Hotels are not permitted in the R2 zone. The property is adjacent to the DCC Zone – Downtown Commercial Core that also prohibits hotels. The only recourse the owner has is to make a written request for a zoning change to the Village Board. Pam will contact the owner and relay the board’s discussion to him. This was also discussed at the ZBA meeting.

Yeshiva Ahavath Israel – Isaac has left a preliminary site plan with Pam to present to the board for review before he takes his proposal to his engineer for implementation. The site plan comes at the request of the board to get a 5-10 plan of growth and development for the camp’s future. The plan is to increase summer camp attendance by so much that three dining rooms will be necessary to adequately supply the campers. 

Rabbi Laurencz, one of Isaac’s bosses indicated that the camp is proposing development on both sides of Old Monticello Road. On the Western side of Old Monticello Road, they are proposing the construction of a second dining room, a third shul and five (5) new bunk buildings housing an additional 330 campers. One existing bunk will be relocated to a more suitable site at the same location. 

On the eastern side of Old Monticello Road, the proposal is to construct a third dining room plus four compartmentalized staff dorms. Within each of the four proposed dorm buildings will be three units consisting of two bedrooms, a bathroom and a living room or seating room. There will be no kitchens in any of these proposed units. All people staying in these units will eat in one of the dining halls. 

In the immediate future, one bunk, one shul and two staff dorm buildings would be constructed for the 2014 season if approved by the board. 

With no obvious layout for off-road parking for cars and/or buses, no indication of utility locations, lighting, fire safety, additional room for garbage, and so on, the board has many unanswered questions.  It would be best if Isaac and/or Rabbi Laurencz could attend the next meeting. Pam will let them know.

ON A MOTION BY JEFF MILLER, SECONDED BY HARRY RAMPE AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED, THE MEETING IS ADJOURNED AT 8:00 P.M.

Respectfully submitted, 

Pam Winters, Clerk                                   Approved:  Sept. 12, 2013
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