‘A lively and compelling portrait of
the controversial genius who solved one
of archaeology’s greatest puzzles’

JOHN H. TAYLOR, CURATOR, DEPARTMENT OF
EGYPT AND SUDAN, BRITISH MUSEUM

‘Entertaining, highly readable and authoritative’

MICHAEL D. COE, AUTHOR OF
BREAKING THE MAYA CODE

‘[Champollion’s story] is brought out by Robinson
with verve, elegance, and perception’
JOHN D. RAY, PROFESSOR EMERITUS,

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE
FINANCIAL TIMES

Cracking the Egyptian Code is the first biography in English of Jean-
Frangois Champollion, the impoverished, arrogant and brilliant
child of the French Revolution who made the vital breakthrough in
deciphering Egyptian hieroglyphs in 1822. This beautifully illustrated
story explores Champollion’s dramatic life and achievements and
intricately weaves together the different strands of Champollion’s
life including his support for Napoleon, his role as curator of
Egyptian Antiquities at the Louvre and his extraordinary expedition
to Egypt. Andrew Robinson’s full-blooded account brings the man,
his setbacks and his ultimate triumphs vividly to life.
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