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First Sunday of Advent – Hope! Advent families will be in person this year as we begin
our church year. First evening please attend our Live and Learn!
Second Sunday of Advent – Peace! At the 10:30 am Service we will receive communion
and further explore Advent.

Dec. 5—MORAVIAN LOVE FEAST—5 PM
The Bells will be ringing in the Season of Christmas, outside if
weather permits. We are back with the beautiful Festivities to set the Christmas
Season! We will be receiving the bun and coffee just a little different and safer
for this year along with hearing from Elon’s new chaplain, Rev. Kirstin Boswell.
The Cathedral Brass and our Choir will fill the room with Christmas joy and
such a beautiful Candlelight ending. Be sure to join us!

Please mark your calendars for our annual Lessons & Carols featuring our
Chancel Choir. This year, we will be presenting a cantata entitled What Sweeter
Music by composer John Leavitt. The choir will be accompanied with our very own
distinguished organist/pianist Joy Rust and a string quartet. Come one come all:
December 12, 2021, 10:30 am service. Afterward we will have our Christmas
Luncheon in the Community Life Center, catered by Kreations by Kristi. The cost is
$16 for adults, $8 for children 4-12, and children 3 and under are free. Tickets
must be purchased and paid for in advance. The menu includes Creamy Herb
Chicken, Stuffed Portobello Mushrooms, Parmesan Pork Loin, Garden Salad, Roasted
Potatoes, Vegetable Blend, Macaroni & Cheese, Roll, Chocolate Cake, Key Lime Pie, Pecan Casserole,
Tea/Water/Lemonade/Coke/Diet Coke. If all goes well, we will have a Congregational Meeting to elect our
new slate of officers for 2022.
December 19
Fourth Sunday of Advent – Joy! The Pink Candle will be lit as the youth and children
present bells and a very special Readers Theatre style play for this year. As always, this service will be
held in the Community Life Center. The message for the morning will be A
Christmas dramatic reading written by UCC minister, Dani Veenstra. Our
JuBELLation and Young Ringers bell groups will present the music for the
day. We will hold our first and only Meet & Greet inside for the year as
we celebrate our Christmas Cookie exchange! Bring at least one dozen
cookies to share and receive a great variety of Christmas Treats! We
believe there will be a special visitor at the end of this service! There will
be joy no matter how you see this special service!
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Travelling With Mary & Joseph 2021
Each year Advent and
Christmas come around and our
well-rehearsed activities, decorations,
and festivities come back into light.
They are even much more special
this year because last year we had to
be so careful and weren’t able to do many of the things we have
done. This year we are still careful, and some new ways may take
over. I hope so because the death and sickness that took place in
January afterwards is something we absolutely don’t want to repeat.
Even with the ways we have been impacted by the pandemic, it in no
way compares with the absolute life changing activities of millions
around the world each year. Mary and Joseph had a taste of this type
of migration. Because of a census, families were expected to travel
from their homes to ancestral locations. According to Matthew, the
young family fled to Egypt to protect the life of Jesus. Today, millions
around the world find themselves in even more dire conditions fleeing
for their lives from certain death, or the threat of death and
starvation. A loss of complete hope with the exception of putting life
on the line to find a new place for sanctuary or even a grain of hope
for something better. This is the part of the Birth account of Jesus we
don’t usually spend a lot of time thinking about.
This last year we especially heard about it through groups
of families, sometimes just children massing at the US border. Swept
away by many as “illegals” their stories not communicated or
recognized as God’s children fleeing, not unlike Mary and Joseph with
Jesus. Also, we were impacted by the sobering scenes of suffering and
desperation at Afghan airports as millions tried to escape with nothing
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more than themselves after a long war that ended where it began.
Many of these persons were facing persecution and death because
they helped our men and women in the military. Now, they have
arrived by the hundreds of thousands seeking a life and hope for a
new way.
This Advent and Christmas, we can no longer ignore the
travelling portion of the Christmas story. Right now, there is a dire
need to resettle individuals and families from Afghanistan in our
communities. The question, “Is there Room in the Inn” echoes in the
words of emails I am receiving from organizations desperate to find
communities like ours to work together to set up lodging, furniture,
and support structures so these families can settle, find jobs, and find
sanctuary in a new land.
We will be quickly endeavoring to engage in this time of
resettlement. Our sister churches are doing the same and we are
ready to do this with a little preparation. Think of it as some new
Christmas traditions that welcomes people of today into our Inns and
lives. Something that reminds us of the poignant beauty of the
Christmas story. Congregational UCC in Greensboro has already
resettled one family and may be working on a another. The family
they received brings home the season in that the mother had a baby
on the plane that left Kabul. Our hospitality is needed now more
than ever, and the possibility of hope is more real than ever.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from all the staff at
Elon Community Church! The story is more alive then ever as we
continue to travel in where our faith and love lead us.
Love,

Randy

COMPARING KINGS AND
CHRONICLES

Exciting Conclusion in January!
Sr. Pastor’s Bible Study 9:30-1015am Every Sunday

These parts of the Old Testament rarely show up in our worship readings
or even Sunday School for that matter. But how they compare sharing the story of
Israel is truly important to our understanding of the Bible and the Story of the
People of God. Join us as we explore the “why’s” about what is chosen to report,
how it is written about, and the fact that we have two sets of books writing
about the same thing. We are now uncovering these differences in our readings
and the impact on how we see the Bible is worth the search! Join us!

Secondhand Christmas Items,
Artisan Craft Fair, Hotdog Lunch
Saturday, December 4
10 am - 4 pm • CLC
If you are interested in volunteering,
please let us know. Otherwise, we
hope to see you there shopping!
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December 24 – Christmas Eve—Two Service Options

4:45 pm This year ECC is adding a Family oriented Christmas Eve Service at 4:45 pm in the Sanctuary. This will be a service that is engaging
with all of our children, youth and families. This service will be presented in a way that is meaningful to each child in a way they
may understand the reason for the season, the birth of Jesus. Come as you are to this service—Christmas PJ’s? Okay, Christmas
dresses and suits? Okay! This is a come as you are type service where all children and youth will be invited to share in the
experience. The service should conclude no later than 5:30 so you will be home in time for Christmas
Eve dinner.
7:00 pm Traditional Christmas Eve with Joy Rust at the organ, Communion, Candlelight, and all your favorite
Carols. Just the idea of being together on Christmas Eve is so very special! Please consider coming to
this very special service!

This year will look a little different, but if you are interested in donating funds to help our Christmas Cheer
families, you can do so by going to https://onrealm.org/eloncommunitychurch/-/give/KORFVZFYQE and selecting Christmas
Cheer or you can drop a check off to the church (be sure you designate Christmas Cheer in the memo).

For those looking to purchase items for our families, contact Racheal Stimpson at rstimpso@vt.edu.

KICK Group December Meeting
December 5
December 19

No KICK meeting as we have Moravian Lovefeast on that evening.
We will celebrate Christmas with a party in the Community Life Center. We will decorate cookies, play games, and do a
special Christmas craft. We will meet from 4-5:15.

COOL/EDGE December Meetings
December 5
December 19

We will meet at Freddie’s Steakburgers at Alamance Crossing at noon for lunch. After lunch, we are
off to Five Below for purchasing gifts for our backpack students.
Christmas Party in the CLC. Bring something to share to eat and a small $10 gift for our gift
exchange. Always loads of fun at Christmas!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! WINTERFAITH WILL AGAIN BE
WINTERFAITH WEEK! JANUARY 18, 19, & 20 • 11:30 am- 1:15 pm
This will be an in-person event as well as a ZOOM broadcast! We hope you can come out for the
community, and we will be safe, but we know that some depend on virtual, and we will provide both. Details of the speakers and price of the
lunch are yet to be announced but plan now for this most important multi-faith event for the university, church, and community.
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Soaring High Book Club December Meeting
On December 20 at 7 PM, the Soaring High Book Club will meet in ECC’s Fellowship Room to discuss Truman
Capote’s 45-page picture book, “A Christmas Memory.” Join us “in person” or via Zoom. (Contact Tanya Gold for the Zoom
link.) The book vividly demonstrates how Christmas traditions can build and strengthen friendships (very little currency
required!) First published in 1956, the reading aloud of the story itself has become a Christmas tradition – as illustrated by
the dozens of recordings of it on YouTube! The gem of all the recordings, however, is a 1959 album where Truman Capote
reads his Christmas classic. (After a musical prologue, the reading begins at the 1:50 mark.) The 33-minute reading begins with an intriguing
invitation to “Imagine…” Whether or not you join us to discuss memories of holiday traditions, check out the story and share it with a friend!
Truman Capote Reading His "A Christmas Memory" - Original 1959 Album: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RUKoXXhvnyg

Women’s Fellowship Meeting in December
The Morning and Evening Circles of the Women's Fellowship will meet together on Monday, December 6, 2021
at 10:30 am in the CLC. Our Associate Pastor, Sharon Wheeler, will present our program on Rahab, another of the
women whom Matthew includes in the genealogy of Jesus. The scripture is found in Joshua 2, 6: 22-36. All of the
women of the church are invited to come and be a part of this fellowship which supports the mission of the church
financially and otherwise. It also offers the opportunity to become friends with a group of your fellow church members.
You may come in person or participate by Zoom. Please bring a picture of your grandmother/s or someone who fulfilled that role in your
growing up days. if you did not already participate in this discussion. We look forward to welcoming you. Jean Toms is our President, Katherine
Floyd, Vice President, Caroline Holmes, Treasurer and Grace Jones is our Secretary. A Zoom connection will be e-mailed before the date.

2022-2026 Visioning Themes and Goals Update
Elon Community Church Results from the retreat as we finish the final Goals. This report was given to Council and the final goals will be in the
January Newsletter for Congregational approval at our Annual Meeting. This is a summarized version right now. The vote counts show for the top
goals with the top objectives under each.
ECC will be known as the place in Alamance County for a progressive religious experience for families and individuals.
1. Focus on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Social Justice- 33
• Building meaningful partnerships with African-American Churches and the Burlington Masjid (7-8)
2. Continue to build our children, youth, and adult ministries-32
• Evaluate and create a strategic plan for staffing and other resource needs to work with the youth program (23)
3. Deepen our missional priorities and focus on service for/with our local community 16)
• Create mission/partnership plan with high-need and historically-marginalized populations and areas in the Elon/
Burlington Community (e.g. Manning Ave neighborhoods) (15)
• Sponsor Afghan family for resettlement, provide ongoing support for family’s integration and network of supports
within the local community (12)
ECC will continue to grow its membership by providing facilities to meet the membership and community needs.
1. Invest in our facilities and equipment- 27
• Complete audio-visual updates to the sanctuary and other parts of the building (19)
• Purchase a van (mini bus?) for church and ministry activities (18)
2. Build awareness/messaging for our unique church identities, values, and culture (17)
• Complete a study and set a strategic plan for effective communication within the church (information-sharing) and
external awareness (sharing our identity): further develop online/social media presence and staffing based on study
ECC will continue to retain its membership by providing opportunities for developing and sustaining relationships.
1. Strengthen relationships and community of care within the church- 25
• Develop more retreats- women’s, men’s intergenerational, etc. (15)
• “From a newcomer, how can we tell our story more quickly, clearly, and make it more accessible.” (24)

Page 5

BE THE CHURCH

The Torch

From meeting in church library on November 14, 2021—By Tanya Gold, Council Secretary
Treasurer’s Report – Bill Blanchard noted that the Boards & Committees are $49K under budget collectively. That helps explain the 2021
surplus of $80K at this point. Looking toward 2022, pledge cards have been received from 74 families, but Bill expects at least 20 more
pledges.
Trustees continued to discuss potential revisions to the CLC Rental Agreement, especially related to events serving alcohol. The most recent
event went smoothly.
Deacons are making plans for Advent/Christmas. The sanctuary decorations and poinsettias will be in place soon. Love Feast will look a little
different this year. Deacons will act as ushers/dieners for that event on Dec. 5.
Board of Christian Education appreciates the involvement of the congregation, Boards & Committees, and the Elon softball team in making
Trunk or Treat a great success. The children enjoyed the games, candy, and 19 trunks this year!
Missions & Outreach Board reported that ECC members contributed $739 toward the total of over $37K raised for Crop Walk Alamance. Thank
you to everyone who donated or participated! We have adopted 5 Christmas Cheer families, including our first Spanish-only family. (We have
volunteers to translate.) Racheal appreciates ECC’s Women’s Fellowship for generously providing grocery gift cards every year for the Christmas
Cheer families. The congregation’s support of the Secondhand Santa Sale & Craft Fair will also directly support Christmas Cheer, so invite your
friends! Racheal noted that this Board will need someone to step up as Board secretary in 2022, so consider “Enlisting in Ministry” and help
support ECC’s work in the community!
Board of Evangelism is co-organizing the Secondhand Santa Sale on Dec. 4. Members of the Board could use your help on Thursday and Friday
before the event to set up. Contact Matt or Racheal Stimpson to volunteer.

Children/Youth Ministries – COOL (our middle school youth) are excited to be rehearsing a Reader’s Theater drama, which will be presented as
our Christmas Pageant on Dec. 19. COOL (middle), EDGE (high school), and KICK (children) groups continue to meet twice monthly. The KICK
children will learn about Advent on Nov. 21.
Associate Minister’s Report – Pastor Sharon preached at Twin Lakes Nov. 14, assisted with funerals, helped set up & organize Trunk or Treat
and the Living & Learning educational sessions. She also helped organize the Community Thanksgiving Service on Nov. 7. This month, she and
Randy attended the UCC Southern Conference Annual Gathering by Zoom, along with delegates Sandy & Betty Griffin. ECC takes an important
leadership role among the larger clergy network in our community and region; and our financial support of UCC programs through Our Church’s
Wider Mission offering makes a huge positive impact. (This financial support is noted as OCWM in ECC’s budget.)
Senior Minister’s Report – Pastor Randy noted that ECC Committees are being revitalized and becoming more structured, starting with having
formal officer elections (at least chairperson and secretary). The Council authorized Randy to contract with a caterer for the annual Christmas
Dinner on Dec. 12. He is excited to have a full schedule of Advent activities, with modifications for Covid-safe gathering. Besides the 10 confirmands celebrated this fall, we rejoice at receiving 5 new members on Oct. 31, with more planning to join the church on Nov. 21. Randy
has been contacted about whether ECC would be willing to make the commitment to host a family from Afghanistan.
Two Items of New Business –
Visioning Themes/Goal Development. Moderator Whitney Gregory summarized results from the Goals Retreat on Oct. 23; and Pastor Randy
outlined next steps toward bringing formal, measurable goals before the Council and congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting in
January. Moderator-Elect Hugh Comfort will join the effort to provide perspective and assist with crafting clear wording.
Pastor Annual Appraisal. Since the Moderator coordinates this process, Whitney recommended a simplified form for gathering feedback,
and invited suggestions from Council about who should be asked to provide input. She noted that this is an opportunity to celebrate
all the amazing work our pastors do.

Next Council meeting is planned for Sunday, December 12, 2021 at 7:30 PM
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Thank You To Our Church Family

Annual Reports for the 2021
Yearbook are due to the church office
by Friday, December 17. All boards and
committees are expected to submit a report. If
you are uncertain whether you should submit
one, please contact the church office. Thank you
for your cooperation.

Stay Connected
with Elon Alive!
Have
you joined our
private
Facebook group
yet? It’s called Elon Alive! and is invite only for
church members and friends. If you have not
received an invite and would like to participate,
please e-mail the church office at
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com. You must have
a Facebook account in order to be involved. This
is a great place, safe for the whole family to
post pictures and interact with other members
and friends.

Click or scan the QR Code on the top
right of our website, eloncommunitychurch.org, or
look for the QR Code in the bulletin and Torch.
You can also go to our website and click on the
FINANCE tab, to set up an account for regular
online giving. Please take into account that we
pay 3% in fees on each donation if paid with a
credit card. Debit cards and checking accounts
are encouraged! If you cannot make an online
payment, checks are welcome to be mailed to
PO Box 625, Elon, NC 27244.

The many supportive condolences I
received following the death of my husband,
Hilding, were deeply appreciated. I have felt
warmly embraced by the love and care of this
church community. Life goes on and I am doing
well.
- Dottie Olson

Special Fridays is in need of a few volunteers for January’s meeting. If you are
interested in helping, please contact Dorrie Roedner at droedner@gmail.com.

Altar Flower and Greeter Schedule
Advent Wreaths
December 5
December 12
December 19
December 26

Melissa Gold
Janice Walker
Maggie Byerly
Kacey Long
Kayleigh Long
Luke Coker
Thomas Gregory
Dave Turnage
Dody Denault
Sno Ember
Joshua Wood
Joe Foley
Deborah Thorpe

12/2
12/5
12/6
12/11
12/11
12/11
12/11
12/12
12/12
12/15
12/17
12/17
12/17

Kevin and Vivian Bengel
12/18
Mike and Janet Mayse
12/19
Jeffrey and Beth Coker
12/20
Ron and Rebecca Cole-Turner 12/20
Dan and Sue Kuhn
12/26

Dr. Ed Powell
Cindy Hammond
Betty Reynolds
Tom Powell
Hunt & Jessica Johnson

Peyton Lewis
Bob Lawton
Matt Jones
Vince Coker
Jacob Mauney
Patty Welborn
Cathy Covington
Margene Grant
Elizabeth Lewis
Angela Borzio
Caroline Holmes
Sarah Martin
Bill Taylor

12/19
12/19
12/19
12/20
12/21
12/24
12/27
12/27
12/28
12/28
12/29
12/30
12/31

Jim and Sue Brown
Curtis and Vickie Foster
Orval and Marlene Connor
Jack and Mildred Lynch

12/28
12/28
12/28
12/30

Mailed: 11/24/2021

Street: 271 N. Williamson Ave.
Mail: PO Box 625
Elon, NC 27244
Phone: 336-584-0391
E-mail: eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com

Torch Articles

Please note that all
submissions are due by the
19th for the upcoming month. Because
of limited space, articles may be edited,
saved for future issues, or omitted.
Thank you for your contributions!

If you would like to be removed from The Torch mailing list please e-mail
eloncommunitychurch@gmail.com
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