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Eastside United Church
Confirmation Policy
We sing of a church

seeking to continue the story of Jesus

by embodying Christ’s presence in the world.
We are called together by Christ

as a community of broken but hopeful believers,

loving what he loved,

living what he taught,

striving to be faithful servants of God

in our time and place.



Song of Faith
In the United Church of Canada, the practice is to receive an adherent  into full church membership upon Confirmation of  baptismal promises” or an “adult profession of faith”. 
Participants: 
The Confirmation ministry is geared towards high school students wishing to join the church.  However it is also open to adults wishing to be confirmed or re-affirm their faith.  
Curriculum: 
The ministry will focus on furthering one’s spiritual journey, exploring the many facets of faith and what it means to be a member of the United Church of Canada.  Participants are encouraged to search, question, and discern.
Service: 
The ministry will require service within and outside of the church, and reflection on those experiences.
Covenant: 
To encourage commitment, confirmands, and, if applicable,  parents or guardians of confirmands will covenant to faithfully participate in the educational training, service, and reflection aspects of the program, and the minister and church will covenant adequate time and resources to provide a meaningful and engaging confirmation experience for the confirmands.
Requirements: 
Participants are required to attend 6 confirmation classes.  In the event that a class is missed, the participant can meet with the minister to make up the class.  
Rite: 
Those who have completed the requirements and who have shown growth in their faith, and who desire to be confirmed, will have the opportunity to renew their baptismal vows, and to receive the rite of Confirmation by laying on of hands on Confirmation Sunday. They will be considered full members of the church, and offered every opportunity to participate in the leadership of the church.
Confirmands who have not been baptized as young children will be baptized  as Adults. on the day of their Confirmation.  The sacrament of Baptism becomes an integral part of the Confirmation rite.
NOTE:
Names of all persons to be baptized, confirmed or re-affirmed shall be presented for information purposes to the Eastside United Church Board and printed in the bulletin.
There is no fee for confirmation.
Definitions:
Adherent 
means a person who is attached to a Congregation and who 
contributes regularly to its life and work while not being a member thereof. 
Member
Persons are admitted to full membership either by baptism, or by baptism and confirmation, or by certificate of transfer of membership in good standing from other United Church Congregations or other communions, or by reaffirmation of Christian faith. The names of persons received into full membership shall be entered in the minutes of the Session or Church Board or Church Council. The Session or Church Board or Church Council shall be responsible for the roll of the Congregation.
