We heard in our reading today, 


the women remembering Jesus' words to them, 

but the question is not just 


do your remember what Jesus said, 


but do you understand what Jesus said.  

Do we understand what Jesus said and did?  


The question boils down to, 



“Is what Jesus did on Easter morning, 




any different than what Jesus did with Lazarus. 




Or what Paul later did with the little girl, 




or Elijah did with the widow of Nan's son?  


Is it any different than the caskets we find with finger nails scratched into them?  
Is it any different than someone who has been termed dead by a medical doctor, 


only to come back to life again?  

If it is not, 


then we need to either have more holidays 


or stop getting excited about Easter.  

If it is, 



what does it mean?

We are going to move forward with the assumption 


that what Jesus did is different 



than what has happened before or since.  

But what is the difference?  


What is so special about Easter morning.  

After all, 


Lazarus was dead for four days, 


Jesus was only dead for three.  

Jesus describes Lazurus' condition as “Koimao,” 


falling asleep or dead.  

Jesus is going to go “exupniso” 


or wake him.  

So is this what happened to Jesus?  

The words for what the angels tell the women at first 


sound the same.  

In verse six they say, 


“He is not here, 


but was raised,” 



a different word, 




but the same root as woken up.  

But as the angel concludes the description, 


in verse 7, 



they say “be raised again,” 



“anastasia.”  

This is the key word we need to focus in on.  


This “anastasia,” 


this 'resurrection' term.  

It is the difference between Jesus' experience 


and Lazarus' 


or anyone else.  

Resurrection is more than just coming back to life.  

Jesus discussed this some with Lazarus' sisters when he said, 


“I am the resurrection and the life.”   

We hear and see the difference 


in the Easter morning story.

In the Lazurus story, 


there is a physical body 



that is just the same as they left it 




four days earlier.  



Lazurus is still bound, 




covered in burial clothes.  



He is now alive again 




instead of dead.  


Take the burial cloths off, 



and Lazarus is going to back to his same job, 



same life, 



just with a healthier appreciation for life, 




like we all do after a medical scare.

On Easter morning, 


the burial cloths are there, 


but the body is not.  

The body has changed 


and somehow was able to leave the sealed tomb. 

As later stories will clarify, 


Jesus still has a physical body, 



he eats, 



is touched, 



has conversations with us.  

But he also walks through walls, 


appears and disappears, 


is recognizable, 



but different in appearance.  

Jesus is different post death/new life.  


His life is not a continuation of the old, 


but a transformation into a new existence.  



He didn't just come back to life, 



he has a new life.

The reason this is hard to explain and hard to imagine, 


even if the person you had been walking with for the past three years



 talked about it every day, 


is that it had never happened before 


and has never happened since.  

Jesus is the Adam, 


the prototype of the resurrection.  

But everything he experienced, 


has not happened since.  

The ancient world had come to understand that God would do something new, 


that God's kingdom would come on the last day.  



God would make everything right again,




like it was in the garden.


But this was an end of time thing.  

But here are two men saying, 


“It has happened already to Jesus.”  

This is why their words seemed like nonsense.  


It didn't fit.  



If Jesus was resurrected, 




why were they still there, 




why was Rome still in power, 




why did they still fear for their lives?

While the Old Testament has hints 


and lines that could be interpreted as predicting these things to happen, 

it is only with perfect hindsight 


that we are able to pull all of what God did together from the Old Testament.  

The reason the women were looking for the living among the dead, 


is that Jesus was dead.  

Since he was dead, 


there should be a physical body.  

The angels remind them of Jesus' words and Jesus' plans.  


Pieces start to come together, 



but it is not easily explainable.  

Yes, 


the resurrection will happen like the Pharisee's have proclaimed, 


but not like they think it will happen.  

Just as Jesus said, 


his Kingdom is coming here on earth.  

It will be a physical transformation, 


same earth, 



but all new 



and all different.  

We are not going anywhere, 


but the world that we now know is being changed.  

It has happened to Jesus, 


it is happening to us



and it will happen to us fully someday.  

Peter is like us, 


he hears this news 


and it sounds weird, 

but it also stirs a hope and a life within us 


that we were unaware of previously.  

In his aroused state, 


he finds himself running to the tomb.  


Steps in, 



and sees a familiar but new scene.  

He was there when Lazarus was raised to life again, 


walking out like a good Halloween Mummy.  

So to see the strips of linen laying there, 


but no body is a sign of hope, 


is fertilizer to the hope that the women have raised.  

What it all means, 

what it looks like, 


Peter does not know for sure.  

But he knows hat the world is no longer the same.  

Something new has happened 


and the hope of Jesus being our King has been renewed 



and given a new, 



different type of life.  

A type of life where the fear of death, 


disease, 


power, 


and false religious authority no longer have the same sting.  

A life where all things are being made new, 


including me and you.   

That is what makes Jesus death, 

and new life 


different from anyone else's.  

That is why this morning is about hope.  

Why Easter fits in during Spring, 


but is so much more than trees blooming, 



but the promise of a completely different type of life.

If you are here this morning, 


somewhere, 



this Easter hope was stirred in you.  

The status quo was no longer good enough for you.  

As another Easter Sunday begins, 


let us go from here 



in hope that life can change, 


because the way it once was, 



is no longer, 




because he is risen from the dead, 




just as he said.

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words. 
9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 
