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Extra, Extra, - Compatriot Lindsey C. Brock
Becomes the 111th NSSAR President General!
The Purpose of this Q&B is to share the
news coming out of the 124th Congress
in Greenville, South Carolina; to honor
the memory of Hal Miller; and to
announce items of interest until we meet
again in the fall.
SAR Strength Resides in Continuity of Command.

With his left hand on the family Bible and his wife Billie at
his side, Compatriot Lindsey C. Brock receives the Oath of
Office from Chancellor General John L. Dodd. Out-going
President General Joseph W. Dooley, with his niece Robin to
his right, prepares to transfer the PG Medallion and Neck
Ribbon to incoming President General Brock.

Newly installed President General Lindsey C.
Brock addresses Compatriots and their ladies at
the 23 July formal banquet, concerning
initiatives he’ll put forth during his 2014-2015
tenure. One of the most significant moments of
the induction banquet is the
George Washington’s Seal
Ring Ceremony, honoring
the continuity of command
from the American War of
Independence to the present.
Please turn to page 2.
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The George Washington’s Seal Ring*
According to Present General Howard L. Hamilton
(1982-1983), the single most valuable property
owned by the National Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution is not its Headquarters
building nor even its Permanent Fund. It’s a small
circular object, about 7/8” in diameter, which rests in
darkness, untouched for 364 days of the year,
emerging for only one night when a new President
General is installed. It shares its space in a safety
deposit box with the deed to the Headquarters
Building, an insurance policy, some certificates of
stock, and an affidavit about the ring’s origin.
This precious possession is the Seal Ring owned
and worn by General George Washington. The ring
itself is of gold, with a thin band and delicate shank.
It’s a perfect size 10 on a modern mandrel. There is
no maker’s mark or any inscription whatsoever on
the inside. On each outer surface, the metal of the
shank is deeply incised to give in raised relief a stem,
three leaves, and a three-part bud or flower at the
top, too worn to identify. The annulus of the crown
is oval, surrounding and holding in place the setting
of light orange carnelian in which is incised the
Washington crest consisting of a shield with three
stars at the top and two transverse bands beneath,
surmounted by a crown containing a griffin, and
underlain by a ribbon bearing the Latin words,
“Exitus acta probat.” These words come from line
85 of the second Heroides of Ovid, and are translated
literally as “The outcome proves the deed.” A more
common variation is “The end justifies the means.”

12. President General Dooley (2013-2014) exceeds goal;
keeps promise and shaves his head bald—Page 12.
13. Peek Preview of the new VetCorps Survey Form,
which will be released during August—Page 13.
14. Coming Events—Page 14.

George Washington Ring
on the Hand of PG Brock.

Washington’s Crest

*PG Hamilton’s original text at http://www.sar.org/node/1664

George Washington’s Seal Ring March-On

In trail of the Treasurer General

was led by past NSSAR Color Guard Commander
and Newly Elected Treasurer General J. Michael
Tomme, Sr., under escort by three NSSAR Color
Guardsmen.

is Mrs. Cilla Tomme, carrying the
Lady Washington Cameo Broach
which is attached to the ring bearer’s
pillow.

Continuity of Command is represented
here, from the holding box to the slipping of
the George Washington Seal Ring onto the
finger of the 2014-2015 President General
Lindsey Cook Brock.

Mrs. Janet Leishman pins the Lady
Washington Cameo Broach on the
2014-2015 NSSAR First Lady Mrs.
Billie Brock.

The President General’s Staff & their Ladies -- They Make Things Happen

Genealogist General (DC) John D. Sinks

2014-2015
General Officers

Surgeon General (GA) Edward
P. Rigel, M.D. and Lady Joan

To view President Generals Brock’s Vision concerning a
patriot biographies database turn to page 10. To view his
direction concerning Veterans Recognition turn to page 10.
And to view what Saramana Chapter is doing to support
President Generals Brock Vision concerning youth
programs outreach turn to page 11.
Florida Society Delegates to the 124rd NSSAR Congress and their Ladies

Saramana Chapter Members Receive Special Recognition at the 124th Congress

Vic McMurry

President General Joseph W. Dooley (2013-2014) awarded
Chapter President Vic McMurry the Meritorious Service
Medal (MSM) for his leadership skills and exceptional
staff action in the continued system creation and technical
development of online fillable, savable, and mail-able
forms during 2013-2014. Clearly President Victor G.
McMurry’s service is a credit to himself, the Saramana
Chapter, the FLSSAR, and National Society Sons of the
American Revolution.

Chuck Sweeney, Saramana
Chapter, Florida Society,
was recognized at the 124th
Congress as the Editor of
the most outstanding
multiple sheet newsletter.

MSM

Saramana’s Registrar/Genealogist
Richard K. Mahaffey was awarded
the Liberty Medal Oak-Leaf Cluster
for his tireless recruiting effort of
new Compatriots into the National
Society of the SAR.

The new Vice President General of the South Atlantic District—Mark Anthony

During the 124th Congress, Compatriot Mark C. Anthony (SC) was installed as the Vice President General of the South
Atlantic District. A District General Officer serves as an intermediary between the national society and the state societies.
Pictured here are three of the four presidents of the state societies that comprise the South Atlantic District. L/R Georgia
Society President Roger W. Coursey; North Carolina Society President Clarence K. Wilson; Vice President General
Mark C. Anthony; Past Vice President General and Current Chaplain General (FL) Rev. Dr. Randy Moody; and South
Carolina Society President Daniel K. Woodruff. Florida Society President Steve Williams was unavailable for the photo.

Current and Past President Generals of the Florida Society

President General Lindsey Cook Brock and NSSAR First Lady Billie
Please turn to page 8.

Current and Past President Generals of the Florida Society Continued

President General Carl K. Hoffmann, JD (1997-1998) and Lady Pat

President General Roland Downing, Ph.D. (2005-2006 ) and Lady Norma

On Saturday, 26 July 2014, at 2:00 PM a standing
room only celebration of life for Compatriot Hal
Miller was conducted at the Toale Brothers Funeral
Home’s Colonial Chapel. Long-time
friend Frank Hodalski and fellow past
president of the Saramana Chapter and
Florida Society spoke eloquently of
Hal the man, his accomplishments and
most importantly his outreach to others
so as to improve their quality of life. He
he was a leader; he had a quietness about himself that
made others comfortable in his presence. Frank Hodalski
considered himself blessed to have known Hal as a
friend and Compatriot.
When Past Chapter President/ current
VP Harold Crapo spoke, he did so in
a
a manner which speaks volumes as to
how all SAR members revered Hal:
“…not only was he well-liked and
respected, he had the qualities of
being soft spoken, learned, very generous and helpful
to others. He never complained; he always looked for
solutions. He believed in God, respected the American
Flag, and supported the Constitution. He was a great
American Patriot and a consummate gentleman.”

Harold F "Hal" Miller, Jr. died on
July 20, 2014, at the age of 85. He
was born in Boston on October 3,
1928. He brought his family south
from Pleasantville, NY, in 1969 and
had lived in Sarasota for 45 years.
After a hard fall in October which
caused 4 breaks in hip and femur, he
spent 3 months at Heartland Rehab
and nearly 6 months at Ashton Place Assisted Living Facility.
His other physical problems included Multiple Myeloma, a
cancer in the bone marrow.
Hal graduated from Lawrenceville School in New Jersey
and Amherst College in Massachusetts. He spent most of his
working years in investment banking, retiring from Smith
Barney in 1997.
Hal joined the Sarasota County Republican Executive
Committee in 1973 and was elected Republican State
Committeeman for 5 four year terms. On September 27,
2013, at a Republican function at the Van Wezel Performing
Arts Hall, Joe Gruters, Chairman of the Republican Party of
Sarasota, presented Hal with a Life Time Achievement
Award.
Hal was a member of the Sons of the American Revolution
since the age of 18, but did not become active until after he
retired. He then went on to be President of the Saramana
Chapter and President of the Florida State Society and a great
supporter of the Color Guard.
He was a past-president of the Ivy League Club of Sarasota
(due to graduate courses at Columbia College). He was a
member of the Downtown Kiwanis Club for over 25 years
with a perfect attendance record for many of them. He also
belonged to the Gideons and Fellowship Foundation of
Sarasota County, a non-profit corporation which organizes
the annual Community Prayer Breakfast.
Since retirement Hal was seldom seen without his wife of
56 years, Pru-Ann. They enjoyed traveling, cruises, going to
each other's meetings, eating at The Field Club where they
had been members since 1972. They also enjoyed
membership at White Sands Cabana Club. They worshipped
at The Tabernacle, the church that they had attended since
1975.

Patriot Biographies Database
Initiative 2014-2015
Per President General Brock’s vision outlined during his
inauguration address, Compatriot Douglas T. Collins will
chair the Patriot Biographies Committee.
The purpose of this committee is to perpetuate the
memory of our Revolutionary War Patriot Ancestors by
providing a media for the SAR members to submit
biographies of their patriot ancestor(s), which will enhance
the recruitment of new members for SAR. As the
Committee Chairman of this endeavor, Compatriot Doug
Collins asks each SAR member to join the effort. He needs
volunteers to review and edit spelling and grammar prior
to loading the patriot biographies into the database.
In the 1894 Kentucky Society Yearbook, Thomas Page
Grant wrote about the establishment of the Sons of the
American Revolution, "The men whose forefathers took
part in the establishment of the Nation were naturally
drawn together, and in some of the older States formed
themselves into societies to gather scatter bits of history
and save them for coming generations; to preserve a live
memory of the men who gave so much for country and
paid so dear a price for liberty; to inculcate in the minds of
the rising generations a knowledge of what they fought for,
and a love of the principles they held so dear. “
Now, one hundred and twenty years later we can do just
what Compatriot Grant envisioned—we can create a
meaningful and useful patriot biographies database.
As you may know, under the leadership of Del White,
the Patriot and Grave Index has grown by leaps and
bounds. In collaboration with Compatriot White and with
your help, it’s our intent to attach the biographical sketches
that you send our way into a patriot biographies database.
Accordingly, the Patriot Biographies Committee asks that
sketches be sent to patriotbios@sar.org.
When submitting your biographies, keep these points in
mind: (1) Send data in a file that is Microsoft WORD
compatible. (2) If you have a Patriot Number assigned
(i.e., P-xxxxxx), please include it along with your name
and NSSAR Number. (3) Due to storage limitations, keep
your biographical sketches limited to no more than 500
words. And lastly, (4) while your information should be
accurate as possible, a Patriot Biographies Database is not
intended for use as documentation source for SAR or DAR
applications. Thus, a submission does not require the
reference or source of your data.
Questions or requests for further information should be
addressed to Doug Collins at patriotbios@sar.org.

President General Brock’s
Veteran Recognition Committee (VRC)
Initiatives 2014-2015
We’ll continue the work of the
Veterans Recognition Committee,
under the leadership of Colonel
Charles T. Sweeney of the Florida
Society. The VRC Charter remains
in effect, to include prior President
Generals’ decisions concerning the
establishment, administration, and
management of NSSAR Veterans
Corps. Specific guidance concerning this and the
additional tasks assigned to the VRC are as follows:
1. World War II Veterans Corps. Continue the VRC
vetting and processing of Certificates of Patriotism for
NSSAR Compatriots who served during the Second
World War. Each year Vice President Generals shall
receive a list of living World War II Veterans in the
VPG Districts so that honors may be given as deemed
appropriate on Veterans Day.
2. Korean Service Veterans Corps. Continue the
VRC vetting and processing of Certificates of
Patriotism for NSSAR Compatriots as a result of
Korean Service and the awarding of the appropriate
Campaign/Service Medal.
3. Vietnam War Veterans Corps. Continue the VRC
vetting and processing of Certificates of Patriotism for
NSSAR Compatriots who served during the Vietnam
War; continue as a NSSAR Commemorative Partner
pursuant to Public Law 110-181 Sec. 598 to assist and
support a grateful nation in thanking and honoring our
Vietnam War Veterans who answered the call during
that war and received the Vietnam Service Medal.
4. Persian Gulf War Veterans Corps. Establish a
Task Force under Colonel Sweeney for VRC vetting
and processing of Certificates of Patriotism to be
awarded to NSSAR Compatriots who served during
the Persian Gulf War and received the Southwest Asia
Service Medal.
5. Veterans Recognition Committee Newsletter. To
keep our veterans and leadership informed of the
various ongoing recognition programs available to us,
the Veterans Recognition Committee will create and
distribute via email a Veterans Recognition Committee
Newsletter no less than three times a year

Saramana Chapter Initiatives
Consistent with President General Brock’s
Vision Regarding the Importance of
Youth Outreach Programs
On 4 August 2014, Saramana Chapter President Vic
McMurry communicated with the Sarasota and Manatee
Counties Schools Leadership as well as the leadership of
the Gulf Coast Florida Girl Scouts and the Boy Scouts
Directors of the Manatee and Sarasota County. His
message was clear and emphasized the importance the
Saramana Chapter and the National Society of the Sons
of the American Revolution places on our youth
outreach programs. Specifically, President McMurry
addressed the upcoming program available for 20142015.
Rumbaugh Orations Contest. The Joseph S.
Rumbaugh Historical Oration Contest is open to all
students attending home schools, public, parochial, or
private high schools that are in their freshman,
sophomore, junior or senior (grades 9 through 12) year
of study within the jurisdiction of the sponsoring
chapter. The oration must be original of not less than
five minutes or more than six minutes. The subject shall
deal with an event, personality, or document pertaining
to the Revolutionary War and show a relationship to
America today. The oration must be essentially the same
as the submitted manuscript. Notes and props (including
military uniforms) may not be used in the presentation.
Deadline for entering is November 1, 2014. Awards will
be presented Friday November 21, 2014 at a Saramana
Chapter Luncheon.
Eagle Scout Scholarship Contest. Open to all Eagle
Scouts who are currently registered in an active unit and
have not reached their 19th birthday during the year of
application. (The application year is the calendar year,
01 Jan. to 31 Dec.) The year that Eagle was awarded is
not restricted. College plans do not need to be completed
in order to receive the cash scholarship. The application
consists of: The two page application form, the Four
Generation ancestor chart, the 500 word Patriotic Theme.

Entering deadline is December 1, 2014. Award presented
Friday January 16, 2015 at the Chapter Luncheon.
American History Teacher Award. The NSSAR
invites all American history teachers, whose approved
curriculum teaches students about the Revolutionary
War era from 1750 to 1800, to apply for the Tom &
Betty Lawrence American History Teacher Award. The
educator must be a teacher at the middle or high school

level, at a recognized public, private, or parochial
institution. Teacher candidates interested in entering the
Local Chapter contest must complete the required
application and submit a written essay of not less than
500 words discussing the importance of teaching the
American Revolutionary era. The essay may also
describe any extraordinary teaching techniques or
innovative projects utilized by the teacher to teach the
American Revolution. The contest is aimed at identifying
a teacher who is still actively teaching and who is in the
early stages of his or her career, therefore having many
years of productive classroom teaching remaining. It is
recognized that school districts may have different job
titles for teachers of American history such as Social
Studies teachers. The actual job title of the teacher is not
important as long as the teacher has as their primary duty
the teaching of American History. Teachers who teach
music, JROTC, or other subjects as their primary subject
are not eligible. The essay should also discuss why the
teacher wants to attend the educational seminar and how
the teacher would use what is learned at the seminar in
the future. Entering deadline is December 1, 2014.
Knight Essay Contest. This contest is open to all
students who are United States citizens or legal aliens.
Contestants shall be attending public, parochial, or
private high schools (including accredited home schools).
Contestants shall be in the freshman, sophomore, junior
or senior grade of study during the contest year. The
contest is for an original researched and proven topic
written in English. The topic of the essay shall deal with:
an event, person, philosophy, or ideal associated with the
American Revolution, the Declaration of Independence,
or the framing of the United States Constitution. Students
must source at least five (5) references with the minimum
of three being published book sources to allow for
verification of sources if necessary. References from
Encyclopedias or Internet sites will be accepted, but are
not considered as part of the three published book
sources. If there are no book sources (i.e. all are from
encyclopedias or internet sources) the essay will be
disqualified. Entering deadline is December 31, 2014,
with the award being presented Friday January 16, 2015
at the Saramana Chapter Luncheon.
Enhanced JROTC Program, aka known as the ROTC
Outstanding Cadet Essay Contest. Invitations and
Nomination Forms are emailed the area High Schools
Senior Military Instructors during the first half of Nov.
Requirements include: (1) Recommendation by the
Principal who must verify the cadet’s GPA and Class
standing. (2) Recommendation by the Senior JROTC

Instructor with specific comments about the Cadet’s
leadership potential. (3) Original Essay by the Cadet, of
500 to 700 words. The essay must be double-spaced and
contain a word count at the end of the essay. (4) The
Cadet’s name, rank and Units name and school should be
on the first page. The cadet’s name should appear on each
page of the Essay. (5) The topic - “How JROTC has
prepared me to be a better citizen of the United States of
America”. (6) Entrance deadline February 1, 2015. Awards
will be presented Friday February 20, 2015 at a Saramana
Chapter Luncheon.
Bronze JROTC Medal Program. Nomination Forms
emailed to Senior Military Instructors at area High Schools
during the first half of March. The criteria for receiving
this award is set forth in the parent military service
directives to the JROTC Units. Specifically, a Cadet must
be enrolled in JROTC Program; he or she must be in the
3rd year of a 4 year Program or 2nd year of a 3 year
Program—stated differently the cadet must be a junior; he
or she must be in the Top 10% of his or hers JROTC Class
and in the top 25% of his/her Class. The Bronze JROTC
Medal is presented at school award ceremony, usually
during the last part of April or early May.
Americanism Elementary School Poster Contest. This
contest is directed at students in the 3rd, 4th or 5th grades,
depending on which year the American Revolution is taught
in their educational system--including ecumenical and home
schooled students. Entering deadline is April 1, 2015
Americanism Middle School Brochure Contest. This
contest is directed at students in the 6th, 7th, 8th or 9th
grades, depending on which year the American Revolution
is taught in their educational system--including ecumenical
and home schooled students. Entering deadline for this
program is April 1, 2015.
Additional information on the above programs can be
found at http://saramanasar.org/. For answers to specific
question, please contact Vic McMurry at (941) 966-0493
or email him at vicmc4@gmail.com.

125th Annual Congress
Fri 26 Jun 2015 – Wed 01 Jul 2015

Louisville, Kentucky
Mark your calendars now!

President General Brock signs the 1.223rd
Certificate of Patriotism and awards 6’5”
Purple Heart recipient Captain Zachary Fike

the SAR War Service Medal for Service
to Country during the Afghanistan War.

L-R New England Vice President General
Charlie Brown (2013-2014); Captain Zachary Fike,
US Army; and President General Lindsey Brock.
After Veterans Corps members from Illinois
befriended first-time Annual Congress attendee
Captain Zac Fike (VT) and learned of his service,
they introduced him to President General Brock.
Charlie Brown (VT) is a Vietnam War Veterans
Corps member; he sponsored Zac Fike. President
General Brock is a Korean Service Veterans Corps
Member.
The latest Veterans Corps Survey Form for
joining one or more of the NSSAR Veterans Corps
will be released during the middle of August. For a
peek preview, please turn to pag13.

President General Joseph W. Dooley
(2013-2014) exceeds his term of office
goal of raising $1,000,000. He keeps
his promise and shaves his head bald.

To become a member of one (or more) of the four current NSSAR Veterans Corps, a Compatriot must have
received an authorized campaign medal that qualifies him to receive the SAR War Service Medal. Volume V of
the NSSAR Handbook, edition 2013.3 with an effective date 7 March 2014, contains the policy concerning the
awarding of the War Service Medal. The specific section of this policy that governs the acceptance of a
Compatriot into a NSSAR Veterans Corps relates to proof of service as follows: “Proof of service, in the form of
a copy of the member's discharge (or other U.S. or Allied Government proof in the case of a member on active
service), must be presented to the NSSAR Veterans Recognition Committee, State Society Secretary or
Chapter Secretary (depending on presenting authority) before the medal can be purchased and/or worn. Such
proof must show that the Compatriot: (1) Served, or is serving, honorably in the armed forces of the United States,
the military forces of a country allied with the United States, or a United Nations Peace Keeping Force; (2) Served
against a common enemy in a war or action recognized by a branch of the Armed Forces of the United States; and
(3) Received a campaign medal, combat ribbon or badge as shown on the DD-214 form or equivalent.”

Minimum Qualifying
Campaign Medal for each
NSSAR Veterans Corps
World War II VetCorps

WWII Victory Medal

Korean Service VetCorps

KSM

or

KSDM

Vietnam War VetCorps

Vietnam War Service Medal
Persian Gulf War VetCorps

Southwest Asia Service Medal

Coming Events
1. 16 Aug 2014 -- State SAR meeting in Port Charlotte at Perkins Restaurant, 1700 Tamiami Trail, 10 A.M. - 2 PM.
2. 13 Sep 2014 – Color Guard Request for DAR Constitution Week Luncheon. Details to follow subsequently.
3. 17 Sep 2014 -- Saramana Chapter Board of Governors Meeting, Church of the Redeemer, 1:30 PM.
4. 25-27 Sep 2014 – NSSAR Fall Leadership Conference and Trustees Meeting, Louisville KY.
5. 03-04 Oct 2014 – FLSSAR Board of Management Meeting, Florida Hotel (at the Florida Mall in Orlando). For BOM
information go http://flssar.org/FLSSAR/Tabs.asp.
6. 15 Oct 2014 – Saramana Chapter Board of Governors Meeting, Church of the Redeemer, 1:30 PM.
7. 17 Oct 2014 -- Saramana Chapter Luncheon Meeting, Sara Bay Country Club, 11:30 AM Cordials.
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