19th Sunday in Ordinary time - Year C
10th - 11th August 2019

First Reading: Wisdom 18:6-9
Just as you struck our enemies, you made us glorious by calling us to you.

That night had been foretold to our ancestors, so that, once they saw what kind of oaths they had put their trust in, they
would joyfully take courage. This was the expectation of your people, the saving of the virtuous and the ruin of their ene-
mies; for by the same act with which you took vengeance on our foes you made us glorious by calling us to you. The de-
vout children of worthy men offered sacrifice in secret and this divine pact they struck with one accord: that the saints
would share the same blessings and dangers alike; and forthwith they had begun to chant the hymns of the fathers.

The Word of the Lord

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 32:1,12,18-20,22
R/ Happy the people the Lord has chosen to be his own.

Second Reading: Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
We will look for the city designed and built by God.

Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of the realities that at present remain un-
seen. It was for faith that our ancestors were commended. It was by faith that Abraham obeyed the call to set out for a
country that was the inheritance given to him and his descendants, and that he set out without knowing where he was go-
ing. By faith he arrived, as a foreigner, in the Promised Land, and lived there as if in a strange country, with Isaac and
Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. They lived there in tents while he looked forward to the city found-
ed, designed and built by God. It was equally by faith that Sarah, in spite of being past the age, was made able to con-
ceive, because she believed that he who had made the promise would be faithful to it. Because of this, there came from
one man, and one who was already as good as dead himself, more descendants than could be counted, as many as the stars
of heaven or the grains of sand on the seashore. All these died in faith, before receiving any of the things that had been
promised, but they saw them in the far distance and welcomed them, recognising that they were only strangers and no-
mads on earth. People who use such terms about themselves make it quite plain hat they are in search of their real home-
land. They can hardly have meant the country they came from, since they had the opportunity to go back to it; but in fact
they were longing for a better homeland, their heavenly homeland. That is why God is not ashamed to be called their God,
since he has founded the city for them. It was by faith that Abraham, when put to the test, offered up Isaac. He offered to
sacrifice his only son even though the promises had been made to him and he had been told: It is through Isaac that your
name will be carried on. He was confident that God had the power even to raise the dead; and so, figuratively speaking,
he was given back Isaac from the dead.

The Word of the Lord

Gospel Acclamation: Mt 24:42, 44
Alleluia, alleluia! Be watchful and ready; you know not when the Son of Man is coming. Alleluia!

Gospel: Luke 12:32-48
See that you are prepared.

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘There is no need to be afraid, little flock, for it has pleased your Father to give you the king-
dom. ‘Sell your possessions and give alms. Get yourselves purses that do not wear out, treasure that will not fail you, in
heaven where no thief can reach it and no moth destroy it. For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also. ‘See
that you are dressed for action and have your lamps lit. Be like men waiting for their master to return from the wedding
feast, ready to open the door as soon as he comes and knocks. Happy those servants whom the master finds awake when
he comes. I tell you solemnly, he will put on an apron, sit them down at table and wait on them. It may be in the second
watch he comes, or the third, but happy those servants if he finds them ready. You may be quite sure of this, that if the
householder had known at what hour the burglar would come, he would not have let anyone break through the wall of his
house. You too must stand ready, because the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” Peter said, ‘Lord, do
you mean this parable for us, or for everyone?” The Lord replied, ‘What sort of steward, then, is faithful and wise enough
for the master to place him over his household to give them their allowance of food at the proper time? Happy that servant
if his master’s arrival finds him at this employment. I tell you truly, he will place him over everything he owns. But as for
the servant who says to himself. “My master is taking his time coming”, and sets about beating the menservants and the
maids, and eating and drinking and getting drunk, his master will come on a day he does not expect and at an hour he does
not know. The master will cut him off and send him to the same fate as the unfaithful. ‘The servant who knows what his
master wants, but has not even started to carry out those wishes, will receive very many strokes of the lash. The one who
did not know, but deserves to be beaten for what he has done, will receive fewer strokes. When a man has had a great deal
given him, a great deal will be demanded of him; when a man has had a great deal given him on trust, even more will be
expected of him.’

The Gospel of the Lord
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Do Not Be Afraid, It Has Pleased the Father to Give
you the Kingdom!

Today’s Gospel follows on from the last week’s teaching of Jesus concerning right
attitudes to this world’s possessions and priorities. “Get yourself treasure that will not
fail you.” And that treasure — the hospitality and love of God being offered to all has
been revealed in the life of Jesus.

The Gospel begins with Jesus words of comfort and assurance. “Do not be afraid...”
His are the words of an older, compassionate brother, one whose heart is wrenched by
the thought of the trials his friends may face.

Jesus reminds them that God’s gift of the kingdom is already with them now in spite
of life’s challenges to come. He reminds them not to let worldly preoccupations to
distract them. This is not easy when so much of our material survival is ruled by mon-
ey, taxes, education, travel — not to mention food and clothing. Even worrying about
the security of what we do have or the personal security of ourselves and others dear to
us can eat away at us. These are all traits of human living. But Jesus reminds us,
“Where is your heart?” Is it acquiring more and more - or do our lives and interactions
model the Hope in God’s promise.

There follows a parable of service. Jesus compares God to a master who is also a
servant. Similarly the authority of discipleship must be patterned on God who is not
remote and distant but in intimate rela-
tionship with humanity - who feels the
sufferings and uncertainties of his peo-
ple and encourages and supports, so that
they recognise their dignity and em-

Parish Mass Schedule
Weekend Masses:
Saturday: 6:00pm
Sunday: 9:00am ({talian),
10:30 am, 6:00 pm
Weekday Masses:
Monday to Friday: 9.10am
Healing Mass: 1st Thursday of
the month at 1.30pm

Devotional Practices:
Adoration of the Blessed
Sacrament: Wednesday after
9.10am Mass

Holy Rosary: Thursday (Eng) &
Friday (Italian) after 9.10am Mass
Legion of Mary: Thursday
7.30pm, in the Presbytery
Reconciliation:

Weekdays: 30 minutes before
Mass or by appointment
Baptisms & Weddings:

By appointment only

powerment as children of a loving God.
With God as the model of servant lead-
ership so the church is to model servant
leadership to the world and we who are
disciples are to be mindful of this what-
ever our position in the church. As the
reading from Wisdom and the letter to
the Hebrews affirm, faith in the promise
of God incarnate in the person of Jesus
compels us to hope. Hope finds expres-
sion in love which humbly listens to the
concerns, fears, joys of humanity and
stands with the injured, the abused, the
dis-spirited and the poor.

The Christian way is a way of faith
which enables us to go forward as a
community that embraces others with respect, hospitality and compassion. This was
and is the way of Jesus and therefore surely must be the way of present and future
leadership in the Church.

The fact is the Church has a treasure to share with people and when it shares that
treasure the response will be enlivening and encouraging
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