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The Abuse of Men
• Men are more physically violent than women – even as early as from 1 to 6
years of age

• Men and Women are equally aggressive
• Society teaches that it is acceptable for a woman to slap or hit a man

Women were more often the victims of severe partner assault and injury –
but not because of anything more than men hit harder.
- Barbara Morse (1995, p. 251).
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•
•
•
•

In the United States, it is reported that men abuse women every 15
seconds.
Research shows us that females abuse men at the rate of every 14.6
seconds.
Nearly 43% of sexual assaults against men were perpetrated by women.
Men in the church are twice as likely to be abused than those outside the
church
Barber, C. F. (2008). Domestic violence against men. Nursing Standard, 22(51), 35-39.
Weiss KG. Male sexual victimization: examining men’s experiences of rape and sexual assault. Men Masculinities.
2010;12(3):275–298.
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Biblical History of violent women
• Sarah coerced her husband to commit adultery
• Rebekah manipulated Isaac to give her favorite child the birthright.
• Delilah was the definition of a “dripping faucet” using words like, “If you
loved me you would tell me the secret to your strength...”
• Potiphar’s wife screamed “Rape” when she couldn’t seduce Joseph.

“For at the window of my house I have looked out through my lattice,
and I have seen among the simple, have perceived among the youths, a
young man lacking sense, passing along the street near her corner, taking
the road to her house in the twilight, in the evening” (Proverbs 7:6-9).
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Purpose of the
Action

Burden of Proof
Required

Remedies or
Penalties

Civil

Criminal

To resolve disputes
between individual
and to compensate
for injuries
“Greater Weight of
evidence” – it must
be shown to be
more likely than
not that the act in
question occurred
Remedies: Money
damages or
injunctive relief,
ordering a
defendant to do or
refrain from doing
something

To punish acts that are
disruptive of social order and to
deter similar acts
“Beyond a Reasonable Doubt” –
this is a higher standard of
evidence than in a civil case

Penalties: Incarceration, fines,
restitution, probation during
which certain conduct may be
required or prohibited by a
prosecuting attorney. The
defendant retains a private
attorney or public defender or
may represent himself.

A (VERY) Quick
Over View of the
Judicial System
• Orders of protection –
Civil
• Divorce – Civil
• Anything said in civil will
be used against a client in
Criminal court

Moving on... Or trying to, anyway.
• No Civil Standby
• Abuser Refused to Leave
• 2 weeks after I got into my apartment I
was robbed
• Only things that were worth any personal
value to me – were taken
• Police did not investigate

• The Abuser got the house
• The Abuser got the church
• The abuser got my family

“The follow ground of the poor would yield much fruit, but it is swept away by injustice” (Pr. 13:23)
(it cost me 30 years of my life)

In my next 30 years...
• I had been abused by my spouse, my family, my church, and the justice
system.
• Married and divorced 3 times

• Raising two children on my own
• Making my living as a stripper
• I had also left the only God-fearing, Christ-centered man that I felt I did
not deserve - at the altar
• and was heading for abusive marriage number 4.

Danger
Assessment

18.

Have they ever intentionally harmed a pet?

Never – 0

19.

32 Question Assessment
Tool Available at:
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0 – Healthy Relationship
1-14 – Unhealthy
15-36– Abusive
37-93 – Seriously Abusive
94+ - Dangerously Abusive

22.

All the time – 4

Once or twice - 2

Frequently – 3

All the time – 4

Once or twice - 2

Frequently – 3

All the time – 4

Once or twice - 2

Frequently – 3

All the time – 4

Have they threatened you with an object or a weapon?

Never – 0

24.

Frequently – 3

Have they ever hurt you with an object or weapon?

Never – 0

23.

Once or twice - 2

Do they slap, punch, kick, bite, choke, pull your hair or burn you?

Never – 0

To learn how serious your abuse is/has
been, please total your points.

All the time – 4

Do they force you to stay awake?

Never – 0

21.

Frequently – 3

Have they ever locked you out of the house?

Never – 0

20.

Once or twice - 2

Once or twice - 2

Frequently – 3

All the time – 4

Do they endanger you or your children with reckless driving?

Never – 0

Once or twice - 2

Frequently – 3

All the time – 4

Safety Plan
The following steps represent my plan for increasing safety and preparing in advance for the
possibility for further violence. Although I do not have control over my spouse’s violence, I do have a
choice about how to respond to him/her and how to best get myself and my children to safety.

If I decide to leave, I will: _______________________________________________ (practice how to get out: What door
will you use, windows, elevators, stairwells, or fire escapes).
I can keep my purse and car keys ready and put them (location) _____________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
I can trust _______________ with this information and request that they call the police if she/he hears suspicious
noises coming from my house.
I can teach my children how to use the phone to contact police, fire, and 911.
If I have to leave, I will go: ___________________________________________________________
I will use _____________________ as a code for my children, friends and/or family to call police. Example: “Have you
seen the red notebook?” “Go get my red notebook out of the car... from the next-door neighbors... from
outside...” “Mom, did Janie leave her red notebook at your house?”
If I have to leave my home, I will go to: _______________________________________________
I will also tach some of these strategies to some or all of my children.
When I sense an argument, I will move to a low risk area such as:

Available at
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The Church has the Solution! We are the Called!
Provide Counsel

Where there is no guidance, a people falls,
but in an abundance of counselors there is
safety. Pr. 11:14

Advocate for Justice

Open your mouth, judge righteously, defend the rights of
the poor and needy. Pr. 31:9

Break the Cycle by making
disciples

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a
manner worthy of the calling to which you have been
called. Eph. 4:1
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But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead (Phil. 3:13).
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David: PastorofPump@Gmail.com
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The Biblical Responsibilities for the Pastor, Counselor, and the Church in Dealing
with the Victims and Offenders of Domestic Violence
Brought to you in

3D
Depravity

Discipline

Divorce

DEPRAVITY

DEPRAVITY
The Abuser by definition is to be treated as an
UN-BELIEVER
BELIEVER

UN-BELIEVER

Galatians 2:20 -I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who
live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for
me.

Luke 6:44-46…and the evil person out of his evil treasure produces
evil, for out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks. “Why
do you call me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what I tell you?”

Galatians 5:22-23 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;
against such things there is no law

Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are evident: sexual
immorality, impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife,
jealousy, fits of anger, rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy,
drunkenness, orgies, and things like these. I warn you, as I warned
you before, that those who do such things will not inherit the
kingdom of God.

John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they
follow me.

Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but they deny him by their
works. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work.

Definition of an abuser:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Someone who habitually exhibits narcissistic, sociopathic behaviors
that gives them a mindset/mentality of entitlement
to take power and control over another individual
by using evil and deceptive means,
physically, verbally, emotionally, financially, sexually, spiritually and socially.
This abuser feels not only entitled by also justified in using these evil and
manipulative practices to keep the power and control in their court
and in return they get the obedience and create the fear that they most crave.
They have no empathy for anyone else but themselves.
They are their own god.

Let’s take a look at the abuser a little closer.
1. Proud, the world revolves around them. Don’t care what others think or feel.
2. Skilled liar and manipulator.
3. Violent to the point of physical violence and blood shed.
4. Cold and calculated plan of attack. Evil and wicked in their plans.
5. In public, they are a saint but quick to run to their evil ways when in private
6. Hypocrite, portrays himself one way in public but their true nature is to do evil in private.
7. Causes conflict within the church by gaining allies with manipulation and lies using
pity and portraying themselves as the victims

So what does the Bible say???? Do you think this
person is a child of God, someone God loves?

Proverbs 6:16-19
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

There are six things the Lord hates,
seven that are detestable to him:
haughty eyes (pride),
a lying tongue (liar),
hands that shed innocent blood (violent),
a heart that devises wicked schemes,
feet that are quick to rush into evil,
a false witness who pours out lies (hypocrite)
and a person who stirs up conflict in the community.

If you are still on the fence believing this…..
Psalm 5:5- The boastful shall not stand before your eyes; you
hate all evildoers.
Psalm 11:5- The LORD tests the righteous, but
His soul hates the wicked and the one who loves violence.

• God doesn’t only hate the violence, He hates the violent!!
• He hates abusers.

Why so hard on abusers…..
So we can know how to help/counsel them
Preach the Law of God before you offer the “Good News”
The Law reveals sin.(Romans 3:20) (Romans 7:7)
If we seek to preach the “good news” without making sin an issue is like
trying to heal the brokenness of people superficially, saying, “Peace,
peace,” when there is no peace (Jeremiah 6:14)

We must call them to repentance and faith

CHURCH DISCIPLINE

“When discipline leaves a church, Christ goes with it.” –John
Dagg
“…most church leaders avoid discipline at all costs. But that
is not love. It is a lack of courage and disobedience to the
Lord Jesus Christ.” – Alexander Strauch
“Shepherds who are too gentle to shoot wolves will gently let
the sheep be devoured – Matt Chandler

THE MAIN REASONS BEHIND
CHURCH DISCIPLINE:
• THE PURITY OF CHRIST’S BRIDE
• SALVATION FOR THE ABUSER.

Matthew 18:15-20- Starting point
1 Corinthians 5:1-13, 2 Corinthians 2:5-11, 13:1-3
Unrepentant moral evil
Romans 16:17-18, Titus 3:9-15Divisiveness and serious doctrinal error
Galatians 6:1-2, 2 Thessalonians 3:6-12
General unspecific transgressions

PRIVATE – PLURAL – PUBLIC - PURGE

Murder

Physical abuse is never seen in
Physical
isolation; it is the end result of a
process that begins at the base of
the triangle and works upwards.
Sexual
Property/ Animal / Children

Verbal
Spiritual abuse is the using of God, the
Bible, or religion to justify abuse or using
religious position of superiority to selfjustify.

Psychological/Spiritual

Matthew
18

Church

Police

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

YES

1 Cor
5

?

YES

YES

If Matt 18
doesn’t
end
situation

YES

If Matt 18
doesn’t
end
situation

(Patricia Warford, Facing Nabal: Working with Men Who Abuse, Priscilla Papers, PP 28:1 (Winter 2014) p.12)

Ephesians 5:6-12Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these
things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
Therefore do not become partners with them; for at one time you
were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light is found in all that is
good and right and true), and try to discern what is pleasing to the
Lord
take no part in the unfruitful works of the darkness, but instead
expose them. For it is shameful to even speak of the things they do
in secret.

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising themselves as
apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel
of light. So it is no surprise if his servants, also, disguise themselves as servants
of righteousness. Their end will correspond to their deeds. (2 Cor 11:13-15)

So you also outwardly appear righteous to others, but within you are full of
hypocrisy and lawlessness. (Matthew 23:28)

We are fools when we
want to pet and stroke a
wolf into repentance!!

BEWARE

Experts agree that domestic abuse perpetrators who visibly show remorse change at the same rate as those who don’t.

TRUE REPENTANCE
“For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.” 2 Corinthians 7:10
Puritan Thomas Watson points to
6 ingredients to TRUE REPENTANCE
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sight of sin
Sorrow for sin
Confession of sin
Shame for sin
Hatred for sin
Turning from sin.

DIVORCE
IT IS THE ABUSE THAT BREAKS THE MARRIAGE COVENANT,
NOT THE DIVORCE

We MUST NOT prioritize the marriage over safety of one of God’s image bearers

Malachi 2:16????
English Standard Version

“For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, says the LORD, the God of Israel.”
New American Standard Bible
"For I hate divorce," says the LORD, the God of Israel.”

WHO IS DOING THE HATING???

Many will quote as God saying “I hates divorce”,

but proper exegesis of this passage will show different.
In the original Hebrew “I hate divorce” was grammatically inaccurate.

The Hebrew ( )ׂשנאdenotes the object as third person masculine singular = he.
Many translations switched the third person “he” to a first person “I” without any
grammatical warrant.
So this verse when exegeted correctly is actually God speaking about a husband
who divorces because he hates his wife.

If he hates her and divorces her he covers his garment in violence, it is disgraceful
and evil.

1 Corinthians 7:15. “But if the unbeliever departs, let him depart.”
As we have shown previously that an abuser is an
UN-BELIEVER
Matthew 19:6, Mark 10:9- “Let no man separate”
and so when studying the above passages, we must ask ourselves…
who caused the separation
Constructive desertion
An abuser’s conduct causes the victim to separate from the marriage. The abuser’s evil
conduct ends the marriage because it causes the other partner to leave. The abuser is the
deserter, not the victim. The victim bears no blame

God, who is not capable of sinning, is a divorcee
His covenant with Israel is compared to a marriage.
Jeremiah 3:8

She saw that for all the adulteries of that faithless one, Israel, I had sent her away with a
decree of divorce…”
God divorced Israel.
God was the wounded party, the victim of broken vows.
God’s criticism is not against the legal process or a person who files for divorce; otherwise,
He would have to criticize Himself for divorcing Israel.

Why would God hate the very thing that would liberate an abused woman from her
oppressor?

More than 90% of Domestic Abuse is VERBAL
it doesn’t tear the flesh, it is much worse as it rips apart ones soul
and spirit and destroys personhood.
James 1:26
If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own
heart, this man's religion is worthless.
Proverbs 18:21
Death and life are in the power of the tongue
James 3:5-12
So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. How great a forest is set ablaze
by such a small fire! And the tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among
our members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, and set on fire by
hell…... It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. With it we bless our Lord and Father, and with it
we curse people who are made in the likeness of God. ...

The Abuser is always a reviler, It
starts with the tongue and ends
with the fist.
But now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of brother if he is guilty of
sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a
one. (1 Cor. 5:11)….(This reviler will corrupt the church and the church is warned to not even eat with such
a person. We are to purge the evil person from among us. Yet some pastors/counselors would send a
spouse back in to this scenario to live. Does that sound logical??)
Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither
the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God.
(1 Cor. 6:9-10)….(an
unrepentant reviler will not inherit the Kingdom of God.)

You can be a reviler and you can be a Christian, but you can’t be both!!!!

Psalm 142
With my voice I cry out to the LORD; with my voice I plead for mercy to the LORD.
2I

pour out my complaint before him; I tell my trouble before him.
3 When

my spirit faints within me, you know my way!

In the path where I walk they have hidden a trap for me.
4 Look

to the right and see: there is none who takes notice of me;
no refuge remains to me; no one cares for my soul.
5I

cry to you, O LORD; I say, “You are my refuge,
my portion in the land of the living.”

6 Attend

to my cry, for I am brought very low!

Deliver me from my persecutors, for they are too strong for me!
7 Bring

me out of prison, that I may give thanks to your name!

The righteous will surround me, for you will deal bountifully with me.
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