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From the Editor
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Happy Spring!
In the current edition of the Wild Ones Journal, our National
President, Janice Hand, talked about seeking information to be
more efficient & effective – both on the national & chapter levels.
She asked that we take some time to look at what we’re doing
that makes our chapter successful and what we do that might be
less valued. She urged us to keep doing what’s working and change
or drop things that don’t work as effectively as we would hope.
While the folks at National concentrate on figuring out the answers to these questions at headquarters, they will be asking the
individual chapters to share opinions & wishes - and to share information that could help them and other chapters succeed.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Monthly Meetings are held the first
Saturday of the month at 10:00 a.m.
at Gibson Woods
unless otherwise noted.
April 1, 2017
Plant Sale Preparation
Hosts: Peggy Foster, Cheryl Tolbert

May 6, 2017

*** Plant Sale ***

Pot Luck

This gets me thinking…
We do a lot of things that contribute to our success. Our plant
sales, biennial symposiums, our participation at certain shows &
events, and some of the speakers that we host all attract new
people & help bring awareness to the benefits of Native Plants.
What else COULD we be doing? What can we do to attract our
next generation of native plant ambassadors? Should we partner
up with some of the environmental organizations around us? How
can we do that? Should we involve ourselves with more projects
like we did with the Ideal Highway last summer?
I like the quote that Karl mentioned in his presentation last
month – “If suburbia were landscaped with meadows, prairies,
thickets, or forests, or combinations of these, then the water
would sparkle, fish would be good to eat again, birds would
sing and human spirits would soar” By Lorrie Otto. Can we, or do
we actually help make this happen???
We’ll be talking in the months to come about what we do successfully & how we can elevate our success in promoting our values
to an even greater level. Please reflect on this and bring your ideas.
We’re all in this together & we’re a great group of people that
already do & will continue to accomplish great things!

Kim Moor - Editor

June 3, 2017
Julie Duttlinger and Betty Huseman -

Lake County Soil & Water
Hosts: Sheree Bonke, Edie Bukwa

July & Aug, 2017
No Meetings - Enjoy your Summer
September 9, 2017
Donna Gonzalez, Wild Ones Member
Let Sleeping Logs Lie
Hosts: Barb Hargrove, Linda Bulla

October , 2017
Keith Nowakowski, Author/
Landscaper - Incorporating Native
Plants in your Garden
Hosts: Mickey Taylor, Ruth Komacsar
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GIBSON WOODS WILD ONES

Join us on Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
pages/Wild-Ones-Native-PlantsNatural-Landscapes-GibsonWoods-Chapter38/528949993858676

2017 Officers
President:
Karl Ackermann
708-790-1322
acks123@sbcglobal.net
Vice –President:
Pat Rosenwinkel
219-865-2679
patrosen@sbcglobal.net
Secretary:
Colleen Travis
(219) 696-5567
ctravisa@gmail.com

Treasurer:
Karl Ackermann
Education:
Pat Rosenwinkel
Community Outreach:
Linda Cook
219-924-5013
earthday70@yahoo.com
Assistant/Newsletter Editor:
Kim Moor
219-433-5731
kckim10@gmail.com

PLANT SALE
A Plant Sale flyer and list of our plants are included with this edition of the Newsletter. Please
feel free to share with anyone who might be interested in native plants. Extra copies will be available at
the meeting. Take some and pass them along.
We will be fine tuning Plant Sale & preparations leading up to the big
day at our April meeting. If you are unable to make it to the meeting and do
want to help, please contact Karl Ackermann to see what positions still need
to be filled.
Don’t forget about donations for the White Elephant sale. These can be
dropped off at the April meeting or anytime up to the day of the sale. And, as
always, we will be in need of some bags for White Elephant purchases, and
lots of boxes for customers’ plant purchases. These can also be dropped off at
the April meeting.

APPRECIATION
A big Thank You!! To all the members who attended, or helped at our
March meeting. The party was fantastic. I cannot tell you what a shock it was
and I’m still enjoying the balloons and flowers.
The gifts were so special because of the memories associated with them.
Someone was very creative. And it reflects what a unique group you are. I’ve
been blessed! Thank you for all the support and the hard work you have
done these past years.
Pat Rosenwinkel

CONDOLENCES
Our condolences to Theresa Corriere on the loss of her father.
And to Linda Bulla on the loss of her mother.
Big hugs to both of you—our thoughts are with you

Please email or call in info.
for the Newsletter by the 15th
Corresponding Secretary:
Marilynn Thompson
219-227-8374
Greenhouse Manager:
Peggy Foster
219-286-3262
omanigetwithit@comcast.net
Education Supervisor, Native
Plant Consultant/Ordering
Joy Bower, Gibson Woods
219-844-3188
Jbower1126@aol.com
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BOARD MEETING
We will be having a Board Meeting at the April meeting. Officers & position
members are encouraged to attend. We will try to fit it in during regular
meeting times (about 11:30 ish?) Bring your ideas with you!

Save the Date - Earth Day Event
Wolfe Wildlife Refuge, 109th & Laramie, Oak Lawn, IL
Saturday, April 29 from 10-2. The theme this year is Citizen Science.
Wild Ones - Gibson Woods will have a booth there.
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March Presentation: NATIVE PLANTS 101– reported by Kim Moor
Karl shared the presentation that he’s been working on at our March meeting. We were his guinea pigs before he took his ‘show on the road’. He did a good job speaking, among other things, about the importance
of habitat, and why natives are good & aliens are bad.
We already know all the reasons, so I won’t list them here. I do want to provide the link to a download that
he talked about—Life in the Leaf Litter. http://www.amnh.org/our-research/center-for-biodiversity-conservation/resourcesand-publications/general-interest/biodiversity-guides-and-handbooks/life-in-the-leaf-litter . It’s pretty cool!
This past weekend, I had the opportunity to see his presentation at Wild birds Unlimited in Schererville.
He had the attention of every in attendance! Theresa Corriere (who works there) passed out Plant Sale flyers.
Many were interested in our plants, as well as the presentation. Bravo, Karl!!!
If you’d like to show your support, his next speaking engagement is at Elzinga Farms on Rt. 30 in Dyer, on
May 27th at 10:00 a.m.

LOOK WHATS BLOOMING IN THE GREENHOUSE
This past month, besides the usual watering, bumping up, weeding, etc., we received &
potted up our fern & spring ephemeral order, and our new shrubs. We ’ve been busy &
everything is looking fabulous!!

From top left—Wild Bleeding Heart (Dicentra exima), Marsh Marigold (Caltha palustris),
Pale Purple Coneflower (Echinacea pallida), Great Merry Bell (Uvularia grandiflora),
Wild Stonecrop (Sedium ternatum).

Volume 18, Issue 4
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PLANT STUDY— By Mickey Taylor
Blue-stemmed Goldenrod (Solidago caesia)
Blue-stemmed goldenrod is
part of the Aster family
(Asteraceae).

It’s considered a low maintenance plant, tolerant of
deer and clay. Bees and butterflies are attracted to it.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Zone: 4 to 8
Bloom Time: August to September
Height: 1.5-3’ tall
Small clusters of 1-12 bright
Light conditions: Full sun to light shade
yellow daisy-like flowers
Water: Dry to medium
bloom in the leaf axils along
the length of the stems.
Soil Conditions: wellFlowers bloom from late sumdrained soil, loam, claymer through fall, and lasts
loam, or some rocky mateabout 1 month.
rial
Attracts: Bees, butterflies,
Solidago caesia grows to be wasps and flies; beneficial
11/2 to 3’ tall. The main stem beetles and caterpillars of
is erect and usually leans to
some moth species; seeds
one side. While the plant is young, the stems tend to be eaten in moderation by Indigo
light green, however as the plant ages the stems may
Bunting, Tree Sparrow, Eastchange to a blue-gray or burgundy-gray color.
ern Goldfinch and other song
birds. White tailed deer are
It grows easily in average, dry to medium, wellespecially likely to feed on the
drained soils in full sun to part shade. It’s considered a foliage if goldenrods in woodlands.
woodland species that will tolerate poor, dry soils and
light shade, but will perform it’s best in full sun. Unlike
Sources: www.illinoiswildflowers.info, www.missouribotanicalgarden.org
Photo Credits: Bradsford, W.D. And Dolphia; Smith, R.W.
some of the other goldenrods, Blue-stemmed is clump
forming and doesn’t spread aggressively.
—————–———————–——————

Dogtooth Daisy/Sneezeweed (Helenium autumnale)
Dogtooth Daisy belongs to the
genus Helenium autumale and
to the Aster Family Asteraceae.
The genus is named for Helen
of Troy. The legend is that the
flowers sprung up from the
ground where her tears fell.

maintain vitality.
Easy to grow in average, medium
to wet soils in full sun; prefers rich,
moist soils. It does not tolerate
dry soils.

Sneezeweed was once used to
make snuff. When inhaled it
This plant has clusters of 2” di- caused sneezing that would supameter, daisy-like flowers with
posedly get rid of the evil spirits in
distinctive bright yellow, wedge- the person’s body.
shaped petals, with three lobes
on the ends of their petals. The •Zone: 3 to 8
center of the flower has a prominent, dome-like, dull yel- •Bloom Time: August-October
low disk. Bloom time is August to October (sometimes to •Height: 3-5’ tall
the first frost).
•Light conditions: Full Sun
Dogtooth Daisy leaves are alternate, lanced-shaped and •Water: Medium to Wet
dark green. It typically grows to be 3-5’ tall on a rigid
•Soil Conditions: Prefers rich, moist soil. Intolerant of dry
stems. If you would like your plants to be shorter, it is
soils. Will grow in average soil. Do not fertilize.
possible (but not required) to cut them back in early June
(at least 6 weeks before normal flowering) as this will en- •Attracts: Butterflies
courage branching and many more blooms, healthier foli- •Tolerate: Deer, Clay Soil, Wet Soil
age and less need for support. Remove spent flowers to
Sources: www.wildflower.org; www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/
encourage more blooms. After flowering, cut the plants
Plant Finder
back by half. Divide clumps about every 3-4 years to
Photo Credits: Cressler, Alan; Missouri Botanical Gardens
Volume 18, Issue 4
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Invasive Swallow-wort … it’s getting closer!
An article in a southwest Michigan newspaper was
brought to my attention recently. It warned residents of
an invasive plant that is starting to show up in the area
– black and pale swallow-worts. After doing some research, I found that it
has been spotted in Porter County, so I would
gather that it will be
here in Lake County
soon. Maybe it already
is – so be on the look
for it…

eventually split, dispersing their winged seeds.
It is encouraged to manage populations as soon as
they are found. Catching them early is key to making
sure they don’t become a problem. With any invasive
species, earl detection and rapid response is the best
way to make sure they don’t establish.

With very small or new populations, pants can be
hand pulled or dug.
Composting or
throwing away the
invasive species
could increase the
The invasive creeping
spread. It is sugvine grows very quickly gested that drying
Black Swallow-wort
and very densely, meaning that it can swamp and
or burning any resmother other vegetation and trees. It is poisonous to
moved plant matemonarch butterflies, which are attracted to the vine be- rial entirely is most
cause of its distinctive seed pods. Swallow wort can
effective. Mowing
Swallow-wort pods. By Salicyna - https://
visually ‘trick’ the butterflies into laying eggs on them. and cutting the
commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=48326813
When the caterpillars
plant is not advised
hatch, they don’t have a because this can increase sprouting and re-growth. If
good food source, and
pods are noticed late in the summer, these should be
won’t reach maturity.
removed by hand and burned. For long term manageThe vines hold on to the ment or to remove established populations, chemical
thin, milkweed-like pods control is generally necessary.
throughout winter, meanPer the Indiana Department of Natural Resources,
ing they are easy to spy
you can call 1-866 NO EXOTIC (1-866-663-9684) to
after the leaves have fall- report sightings of invasive plants, or
en off. In the Spring, the email depp@dnr.IN.gov. Please include your name,
vines will grow dark
address, phone number, what species you have seen,
green,
waxy,
opposite
what county you have seen it in and what you have
Pale Swallow-wort
leaves, which can be narrow seen. You can also download the app or record your
to oval shaped.
sighting at EDDMaps.org/Indiana. Susan MiHalo of the
Nature Conservancy spoke of this at last November’s
June through August, swallow-worts create small,
five petaled flowers that are dark purple for black swal- meeting when she came to talk to us about invasive
low-wort, and light cream to pink in pale swallow-wort. plants.
The milkweed-like pods will form in late summer, and Sources: South Haven Tribune, Sunday Feb 26, 2017
appear green and thick until they dry to brown and
IDNR: https://secure.in.gov/dnr/naturepreserve/4736.htm
—————–————————————————————————

Monarch News
Speaking of Monarchs, it was reported on March 23rd by Journey North that a mass departure has finally occurred.
Monarchs are now heading northward by the millions after a slow and gradual start to the spring migration season.
The migration’s leading edge entered and crossed Texas. The northernmost butterflies have already reached Oklahoma. Strong & steady south winds across the region carried the monarchs swiftly. After a slow start, they are now making
up for lost time. Laying of this season’s first eggs have been reported in Texas (Editor’s note: and by now, probably in
Oklahoma).
They’ll be here before you know it. Are you ready? Got Milkweed?
Source: http://www.learner.org/jnorth/monarch/spring2017/08/monarch-butterfly-migration032317.html
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Rusty Patched Bumble Bee Officially Listed As Endangered
On January 11, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) published a rule to list the rusty patched bumble bee, Bombus affinis, as
endangered under the federal Endangered Species Act. The effective
date for this listing became official on March 21, 2017.
The campaign to list the rusty patched bumblebee as endangered
began after the USFWS estimated that the species had declined by as
much as 95%. Originally found throughout grasslands and tall grass
prairies in 31 eastern and mid-western states, and in southern Canada,
the species now comprises tiny, isolated populations in just 12 states
and in the province of Ontario.
Listing the rusty patched bumble bee was historic because this is
the first bumble bee species, and the first bee found on the continental
United States, to ever be listed as endangered under the Endangered
Species Act. This listing is the result of a five-year campaign by environmental groups such as the Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC), and the Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation,
and based on input from tens of thousands of citizen scientists and
private citizens.
In addition to being a native species that evolved alongside their
flowering plants, bumble bees are critically important crop pollinators

Shifting Sands: On the Path to Sustainability - A Documentary Film & Lecture

Gibson Woods - Sun, April 2nd 1 p.m. - FREE
Located on the southern shores of Lake Michigan, the Calumet region boasts natural beauty
and a rich history of science and industry. These
unique features have helped mold the region and
the culture surrounding it. Science, industry, and
nature are all important to our area, but as we
enter the 21st century the question becomes one
of sustainability. Will a globally rare ecosystem
survive among the smokestacks of heavy industry? Register for this FREE documentary screening by calling 219-844-3188. The film’s producer
will be available to answer questions and teaching information will be available to take the lesson into the classroom.

in their own right. Bumble bees are generalists, and they are the key pollinators for a
variety of important crops. Bumble bees
specialize in an unusual form of pollination
known as "buzz pollination" or
"sonication", where the bee hangs
Credit: Dan Mullen / Creative Commons.
from the flower and vibrates its
flight muscles rapidly, which shakes loose pollen that is held tightly
by the flower. Although only 8% of plants rely upon buzz pollination,
these include some of our favorite food crops, such as tomatoes, potatoes, blue berries, and cranberries. (Honey bees are physically unable
to perform buzz pollination)

Bumble bees are generally cold-tolerant insects, but even amongst
their relatives, the rusty patched bumble bee is special; it flies in cold
temperatures and at elevations that even many species of bumblebees
cannot deal with. This cold-tolerance means that rusty-patched bumble
bees are active for much of the year, and thus, they require access to a
variety of flowers over a long period of time.
Source: https://www.forbes.com/sites/grrlscientist/2017/03/21/rusty-patchedbumble-bee-officially-listed-as-endangered/#1044a2a41b7e

Fall Swap: Monday, September 12
Meet at Deep River County Park Wood’s Mill
parking lot behind the Visitor Center at 10 a.m.
Spring and fall are great times to increase or
change plant varieties in your garden. One simple
and free way to do that is to swap perennials. So
pot your perennials, identify them and bring them
to the plant swap to exchange for others. Bring
empty containers, too, for plants that may be
divided and exchanged. Don’t be late as plants go
fast! The general store in the visitor center will be
open during the times of the plant swaps.

———————————
I Spy a Dragonfly!
Learn about Dragonflies common to Lake Coun-

———————————
ty. Then, throughout the spring and summer, take
Sky Warn – NOAA Severe Weather Spot- a hike at selected locations to practice identifying
the various species present that day. Required
ter Training

Gibson Woods Tuesday, April 12 7 p.m.
Call 219-844-3188 http://skywarn.org/wpcontent/uploads/basicspot.pdf
The effects of severe weather are felt every year
by many Americans. To obtain critical weather
———————————
information, NOAA’s National Weather Service
(NWS), part of the U.S. Department of ComWoodcock Watch
merce, established SKYWARN® with partner
Oak Ridge Prairie
organizations. SKYWARN® is a volunteer proWed, Apr 6 7:30 p.m. Free Ages 10+
Call 219-844-3188 to register Individual sign-ups gram with nearly 290,000 trained severe weather
spotters. These volunteers help keep their local
only (please no groups)
communities safe by providing timely and accuThe American Woodcock is best known for the
spectacular flight of the male bird over its breed- rate reports of severe weather to the National
ing grounds occurring at dusk and again at dawn. Weather Service. Although SKYWARN® spotters provide essential information for all types of
The birds circle up to hundreds of feet high and
weather hazards, the main responsibility of a
then descend in a zigzag flight. Once they have
SKYWARN® spotter is to identify and describe
landed, their distinctive “peent” calls penetrate
the silence of the evening or early morning hours. severe local storms. In the average year, 10,000
severe thunderstorms, 5,000 floods and more
Anyone who has witnessed the flight of the
than 1,000 tornadoes occur across the United
woodcock recognizes it as one of the earliest
signs of spring. Some woodcocks return as early States. These events threatened lives and properas February and “perform” while snow is still on ty. SKYWARN® storm spotters are part of the
ranks of citizens who form the Nation’s first line
the ground. Join us at dusk as we stake out an
of defense against severe weather. There can be
area to usher in spring with our fascinating creno finer reward than to know that their efforts
puscular friend, the American Woodcock.
have given communities the precious gift of time
———————————
– seconds and minutes that can help save lives.
Perennial Plant Swap at Wood’s Mill
NWS encourages anyone with an interest in pubSpring Swap Monday, April 11
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lic service and access to communication, such
HAM radio, to join the SKYWARN® program.
Volunteers include police and fire personnel,
dispatchers, EMS workers, public utility workers
and other concerned private citizens. Individuals
affiliated with hospitals, schools, churches, nursing homes or who have a responsibility for protecting others are also encouraged to become a
spotter.

registration at 219-844-3188 closes two days
prior to each activity. Cameras and binoculars
encouraged; NO NETTING of dragonflies allowed. Ages 15+ strictly enforced. Suggested
resource: Dragonflies of Indiana by James R.
Curry will be available for purchase at Gibson
Woods.
Fee: $10.00 for lecture and all Saturday naturalist
-led hikes. Note: sunny days are best. Walks will
be automatically cancelled on rainy days.

•Lecture on dragonflies common to Lake Coun-

ty, Indiana Gibson Woods - Wed, Apr 27, 6
p.m.
•Saturday Dragonfly walks at 10 a.m. Gibson
Woods - May 21, June 11, Aug 27, & Sept 10
•Oak Ridge Prairie Fish Pond June 18 & Aug 20
•Additional Dragonfly Walks 10 to noon Gibson
Woods May 3, 10, 17 24, 31, June 7, 14, 21, 28,
Aug 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 & Sept 13, 20, 27

-———————————
Shirley Heinze 2017 Educational Hike Series

This year's schedule:
Saturday, April 22, 8am-11am- Spring Bird
Migration at Seidner Dune & Swale in Hammond
with Matt Kalwasinksi. (more listed next month)
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