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APPROVED 05-14-2014 

Regular Meeting of the Casco Township Planning Commission 

April 9, 2014 -  7:00 PM 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bruce Barker, Daniel Fleming, Dian Liepe, Lewis Adamson, David Campbell, and 

Paul Macyauski 

ABSENT:  Judy Graff was excused 

STAFF PRESENT:  Susan West, Recording Secretary 

ALSO PRESENT:  Alfred Ellingsen, Zoning Administrator 

 

1.  Call to Order and review of agenda.  Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  There were two 

additions to the agenda.  Under number 6 – Resolutions requiring Planning Commission action:  a 

request from Charles Shaw for an extension will be addressed.  Under number 7 – New Business:  

Daniel Fleming would like to address a question to the Board. 

 

Chairman Barker asked Ellingsen for an update on the Zoning Ordinance Book.   Ellingsen stated that 

Attorney Bultje would like a final public hearing on the Re-Statement of the Zoning Ordinance Book.  

Upon Attorney Bultje’s approval of the book, Ellingsen will publish a notice for the public meeting.  

Chairman Barker stated that if time permits, he would like to hold this meeting on May 7, 2014 at 

6:00 pm.  Fleming suggested that the notice in the paper should state that the Regular Meeting will 

immediately follow the Special Meeting so that there will not be a delay between meetings.  Ellingsen 

said that could be done.  Ellingsen also stated that once Attorney Bultje approves the book, he will 

make copies for everyone’s review.  

 

2. Approval of minutes of 3/5/14 regular meeting - Motion by Fleming, supported by Campbell, to 

approve the Minutes of the March 5, 2014 Regular Meeting as written.  All in favor, MSC.    

 

3. Report from the Township Board Representative –  No report 

 

4. Report from the ZBA Representative – Macyauski reported that there will be a ZBA Meeting on 

May 8, 2014 regarding property in Sunset Shores. 

 

5. Report from Water/Sewer Representative -  Adamson reported as follows: 

 

a. Spring bond payments have been made with approximately $500,000.00 left over.  

Chairman Barker asked how much the spring bond payments were.  Adamson answered 

that they totaled around 1 million. 

b. There have been 22 water and 28 sewer hook-ups 

c. They are continuing with the loop on Miami Park to fix the low pressure problem for fire 

protection.  Campbell asked who will pay for this loop.  Adamson answered that they 
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will, but that they will research to see if there is a way to be reimbursed (i.e.:  a grant, 

etc.) 

d. The Court threw out the Lake Bluff lawsuit. 

 

 

6. Resolutions requiring Planning Commission action:   Letter dated March 17, 2014 was received 

from Charles F. Shaw of Charles Oerther Vineyard, LLC (attached hereto as Attachment 1) 

requesting a one year extension of his preliminary site plan approval.  Chairman Barker asked 

Ellingsen if this will fall under the old rules or new rules.  Ellingsen answered that it would fall 

under the old rules.  Chairman Barker asked for a vote to grant a one year extension to Charles F. 

Shaw on his preliminary site plan approval.  All voted in favor – Extension was granted. 

 

7. New Business-Zoning Ordinance & Process for Zoning Amendments from adoption to 

codification: 

 

a.  Chairman Barker informed the Committee that the Murdoch Winery plans to open mid-

May.  Campbell asked if they will have product to sell at the opening and Chairman 

Barker indicated that they would. 

b. Chairman Barker stated that he has received e-mails (attached hereto as Attachment 2) 

from John Helmrich of the Michigan Place Initiative which is a group of leaders that 

work together to make West Michigan a better place to live.   Possible issues that could 

benefit from this group would be water & sewer, tourists issues, internet, etc   Chairman 

Barker will review and follow-up on the information. 

c. Chairman Barker received a Region 8 Notes mailing and will leave it in his mailbox in the 

event that anyone is interested in joining.  Fleming asked who determines what region a 

township falls in and Chairman Barker stated that he believes it is the State. 

d. Fleming asked what are the rules concerning how committee members should act 

outside of a formal meeting (i.e.:  whether two or more members discussing Township 

matters is considered a violation) and how these rules would apply to group e-mails.  

Ellingsen stated that they are not considered a violation because no decisions are being 

made and with one person e-mailing at a time, there is never a quorum.  Liepe then 

inquired whether it was ok to hold on to e-mails for one year before deleting them.  

Ellingsen stated that it is fine.     

 

 

8. Old Business:  Review of Annual Planning Meeting:   Chairman Barker stated that this was taken 

care of at the March, 2014 meeting. 

 

 

9. Public Comment:  none    

 

Chairman Barker asked for comments from the Commissioners: 
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Campbell asked Ellingsen what process was used to make sure all amendments that were made will 

make it to the final new Zoning Ordinance Book.  Ellingsen stated that he went through and 

compared the final draft to all the past public notices and that he has read through the entire final 

draft.  Attorney Bultje is also reviewing the entire draft.   Chairman Barker stated that we still need a 

written plan/checklist for future use.  Ellingsen stated that there could be small minor issues that will 

need to be corrected, but that he is confident that all passed amendments have made it to the final 

draft.  Chairman Barker stated that in the front of the book, there is a log sheet with corresponding 

dates.  Campbell asked if the log sheet has been audited.  Ellingsen stated that all the amendments 

were on the log. 

 

Macyauski stated that he is happy with the way things are going. 

 

Adamson stated that he didn’t have anything to comment on. 

 

Liepe stated that she will be unable to attend the May meeting. 

 

Fleming stated that while considering the information received from the Michigan Place Initiative, it 

seems like we have a pretty good system in place.  We have the federal, State and local governments 

and that sometimes diversification leads to dilution.   

 

Chairman Barker stated that he is proud of the work that the Planning Commission has done. 

 

Motion to adjourn by Fleming, 2nd by Macyauski.  All in favor, MSC.  Meeting adjourned at 7:53 pm 

 

Minutes prepared by Susan West, Recording Secretary 

 

 

 

Next Meeting:  Regular Meeting on May 7, 2014 at 7:00 pm 

(If the final review of the Zoning Ordinance Book and the required publication of same can be 

completed in time, the next meeting will be changed to a Special Meeting on May 7, 2014 at 6:00 pm, 

with the Regular Monthly Meeting immediately following.) 

 

 

 

Attachment 1:  Letter dated March 17, 2014 received from Charles F. Shaw of Charles Oerther 

Vineyard, LLC 

Attachment 2:  e-mails from John Helmrich of the Michigan Place Initiative 














