


Tebelak was born in Berea, Ohio and graduated from Berea High School in 1966. His parents were Genevieve and John
Tebelak, and he had one sister.
He first produced Godspell as his master's thesis, under Lawrence Carra, at Carnegie Mellon University in December
1970. He had been studying Greek and Roman mythology, but became fascinated by the joy expressed in the Gospels, with
the deadline for his thesis two weeks away. He attended an Easter Vigil service in 1970 at Pittsburgh's St. Paul
Cathedral, wearing his usual overalls and a T-shirt. A police officer frisked him for drugs after the service. He wrote,
of this experience, "I left with the feeling that, rather than rolling the rock away from the Tomb, they were piling more
on. I went home, took out my manuscript, and worked it to completion in a non-stop frenzy." Though he never completed
his coursework at the university, Carnegie Mellon did award him a degree.
He then directed productions of Godspell at La MaMa Experimental Theatre Club, the Cherry Lane Theatre, the
Promenade Theatre, and on Broadway. He was named Theatre Man of the Year by Elliott Norton of the Boston Record
American, and Most Promising Director of 1971 by the New York Drama Desk. He was also named an Outstanding Ohioan by
then-Governor John J. Gilligan. Following the success of Godspell, he contributed funding to a number of productions
at La MaMa, including Paul Foster's Silver Queen Saloon (1978); William M. Hoffman's A Book of Etiquette (1978); Steven
Margoshes, Gerome Ragni, and James Rado's Jack Sound (1978); Tadeusz Kantor's The Dead Class (1979); Winston Tong in two
pieces (1979); Andrei Serban and Elizabeth Swados' Fragments of a Trilogy; Rosalyn Drexler's Vulgar Lives (1979);
Meredith Monk's Recent Ruins (1979); and Ron Tavel's Nutrcracker in the Land of Nuts (1979/1980).
Tebelak directed the Broadway play Elizabeth I in 1972, the off-Broadway play The Glorious One in 1975, and Ka-Boom! in 1980. He also directed Lope de Vega's Fuenteovejuna in
Madrid in 1975. He co-wrote the 1973 film version of Godspell with David Greene.
Tebelak once said that he "walked into a theatre at the age of nine and stayed there." He was a lifelong member of the Episcopal Church, considered becoming a priest, and may have
attended an Episcopal seminary for a time. He was dramaturge for the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York City and staged liturgical drama there. According to Reverend
James Parks Morton, "whether it was a sermon series or a two-day conference on the environment, he turned it into theater."
In 1980, Tebelak was sued in New York State Supreme Court by his former live-in companion, Richard Hannum. Hannum was represented by famed divorce lawyer Marvin Mitchelson,
and was working with Norman Mailer on an adaptation of a play about Marilyn Monroe called Strawhead. The lawsuit was an early effort to define the rights of cohabiting
homosexual couples.
Tebelak returned to his hometown of Berea, Ohio, to direct the 10th anniversary production of Godspell at the Berea Summer Theater in the summer of 1980. He subsequently
directed Cabaret there in the summer of 1981. He directed a revival of Godspell at La MaMa in 1981 and then another revival production billed as the 10th anniversary reunion
production in Los Angeles in December 1981 with the majority of his original New York cast. In 1983, he directed Diversions: Or Proof that it is Impossible to Live, based on the life
and work of Franz Kafka, written by Aubrey Simpson, and starring Michael Mayer, at La MaMa.
Tebelak died at his home in Manhattan, New York City on April 2, 1985, of a heart attack.

Schwartz was born to a Jewish family in New York City,  While attending Carnegie Mellon University, Schwartz composed and directed an
early version of Pippin (entitled Pippin, Pippin) with the student-run theatre group, Scotch'n'Soda. Schwartz graduated from Carnegie

Mellon University in 1968 with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in drama.
Upon returning to New York City, Schwartz went to work as a producer for RCA Records, but shortly thereafter began to work in

Broadway theatre. He was asked to be the musical director of the first American rock opera, The Survival of St. Joan. He was credited
as the producer of the double album of the soundtrack with the progressive rock group Smoke Rise on Paramount Records. His first

major credit was the title song for the play Butterflies Are Free;
In 1971, he wrote music and lyrics for Godspell, for which he won several awards, including two Grammys. For this musical's Toronto

production in 1972, he asked Paul Shaffer to be the musical director, thus starting Shaffer's career. Godspell was followed by the
English-language texts, in collaboration with Leonard Bernstein, for Bernstein's Mass, which opened the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts in Washington, DC. In 1972, the long-running Pippin premiered on Broadway. Schwartz had begun writing songs for Pippin

while in college, although none of the songs from the college version ended up in the Broadway production. Both Pippin and Godspell
continue to be frequently produced.

Two years after Pippin debuted, Schwartz wrote music and lyrics of The Magic Show, which ran for just under 2,000 performances. By
mid-1974, at age 26, Schwartz had three smash hit musicals playing in New York simultaneously. Next were the music and lyrics of The

Baker's Wife, which closed before reaching Broadway after an out-of-town tryout tour in 1976. However, the cast album went on to
attain cult status, which led to several subsequent productions, including a London production directed by Trevor Nunn in 1990 and

another at the Paper Mill Playhouse in New Jersey in 2005.

Meet the Creators

In 1978, Schwartz's next Broadway project was a musical version of Studs Terkel's Working, which he adapted and directed, winning the Drama Desk Award as best director, and for which he contributed
four songs. He also co-directed the television production, which was presented as part of the PBS American Playhouse series. In 1977, Schwartz wrote a children's book called The Perfect Peach. In the
1980s, Schwartz wrote songs for a one-act musical for children, The Trip, which 20 years later was revised, expanded and produced as Captain Louie. He then wrote music for three of the songs of the

Off-Broadway revue Personals, and lyrics to Charles Strouse's music for the musical Rags.
In 1991, Schwartz wrote the music and lyrics for the musical Children of Eden. He then began working in film, collaborating with composer Alan Menken on the scores for the Disney animated features

Pocahontas (1995), for which he received two Academy Awards, and The Hunchback of Notre Dame (1996). He provided songs for DreamWorks' first musical animated feature, The Prince of Egypt (1998),
winning another Academy Award for the song "When You Believe". He wrote music and lyrics for the original television musical, Geppetto (2000), seen on The Wonderful World of Disney. A stage adaptation

of this piece premiered in June 2006 at The Coterie Theatre in Kansas City, Missouri, and was titled Geppetto and Son, and is now known as Disney's My Son Pinocchio: Geppetto's Musical Tale. .
In 2003, Schwartz returned to Broadway, as composer and lyricist for Wicked, a musical based on the novel Wicked: The Life and Times of the Wicked Witch of the West, which tells the story of the Oz

characters from the point of view of the witches. Schwartz won a Grammy Award for his work as composer and lyricist and producer of Wicked's cast recording. On March 23, 2006, the Broadway
production of Wicked passed the 1,000 performance mark, making Schwartz one of four composers (the other three being Andrew Lloyd Webber, Jerry Herman, and Richard Rodgers) to have three shows

last that long on Broadway (the other two were Pippin and The Magic Show). In 2007, Schwartz joined Jerry Herman as being one of only two composer/lyricists to have three shows run longer than
1,500 performances on Broadway.

After Wicked, Schwartz contributed music and lyrics for a new musical that was commissioned to celebrate the bicentennial of the birth of Hans Christian Andersen. The production, titled Mit Eventyr
or "My Fairytale", opened at the Gladsaxe Theatre in Copenhagen in the fall of 2005. 

Schwartz returned to Hollywood in 2007 and wrote lyrics for the hit Disney film Enchanted, again collaborating with Menken..
In September 2011, the Northlight Theatre in Chicago premiered Schwartz's new musical, Snapshots, which featured music and lyrics by Schwartz, book by David Stern, and was directed by Ken Sawyer. It

blended together "some of the best-loved music with some of the genuinely wonderful lesser known gems of (the) renowned Broadway composer."
Schwartz returned to write the lyrics for a sequel to Enchanted, titled Disenchanted, and will do the same for a live-action remake of The Hunchback of Notre Dame.

Steven Schwartz

John-Michael
Tebelak



John-Michael Tebelak wrote the first version of Godspell as his master's thesis at Carnegie Mellon University. The Carnegie Mellon cast included (listed in speaking order):
Andrew Rohrer, Mary Mazziotti, Martha Jacobs, Robin Lamont, Robert Miller, Sonia Manzano, Stanley King, Randy Danson, James Stevens, and David Haskell with original music by
Duane Bolick. This version was performed at Carnegie Mellon in 1970 by students from Carnegie Mellon's Theatre Department.

Production History
1970 - Carnegie Mellon University

The show was then brought to the attention of producers Edgar Lansbury (brother of Angela Lansbury), Joseph Beruh, and
Stuart Duncan by Carnegie Mellon alumnus and associate producer Charles Haid, who wanted to transfer the show to off-

Broadway. The show was first produced at La Mama as a play with original music for eight songs by Duane Bolick, Jeffrey Mylett,
who added one of his songs ("The Raven and The Swan") and Peggy Gordon and Jay Hamburger, who added "By My Side". The producers

then hired Stephen Schwartz, another Carnegie Mellon alumnus, to re-score the show. Schwartz's score incorporated a variety of
musical genres, including pop, folk rock, gospel, and vaudeville. "By My Side", written by Carnegie Mellon students Jay Hamburger

and Peggy Gordon, was kept from the original score. As in the original score, most of the lyrics not written by Schwartz were
from the Episcopal hymnal. The show opened as a musical at the Cherry Lane Theatre on May 17, 1971. It transferred to the

Promenade Theatre three months later, and closed on June 13, 1976, after 2,124 performances at the Promenade. This production
was directed by Tebelak, and the original cast included Lamar Alford, Peggy Gordon, David Haskell, Joanne Jonas, Robin Lamont,

Sonia Manzano, Gilmer McCormick, Jeffrey Mylett, Stephen Nathan, and Herb Braha (Simon). The band included Jesse Cutler on guitar
and bass, Richard LaBonte on bass, Stephen Reinhardt on keyboards, and Ricky Shutter on percussion. In late 1971, LaBonte was

replaced by bassist Steve Manes when two of the original musicians, Shutter and LaBonte, went with the majority of the original
cast to The Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles to open the show there. With the exception of LaBonte, they all returned to the

Promenade in January 1972.

1971 - La MaMa & Off-Broadway

The 1972-1973 Toronto production opened at the Royal Alexandra Theatre and was intended to be a run of a few dozen
performances for a subscription audience. The cast was drawn entirely from local performers, instead of a touring cast.
After an enthusiastic response from the audience, the scheduled run at the Royal Alexandra ended and the show moved
uptown to the Bayview Playhouse in Leaside. The Bayview Playhouse production ran until August 1973, with a then-record run
of 488 performances. The Toronto production launched the careers of many actors, including Victor Garber, Eugene Levy,
Andrea Martin, Gilda Radner, Dave Thomas, and Martin Short, as well as the show's musical director, Paul Shaffer.

1972 - Toronto

The first Broadway production opened on June 22, 1976, at the Broadhurst Theatre. It was directed by John Michael Tebelak, with
Steve Reinhardt as musical director, costumes by Susan Tsu, lighting by Spencer Mosse, and sound by Robert Minor. The opening

cast featured Lamar Alford, Laurie Faso, Lois Foraker, Robin Lamont, Elizabeth Lathram, Bobby Lee, Tom Rolfing, Don Scardino,
Marley Sims, and Valerie Williams. Kerin Blair, Bob Garrett, Michael Hoit, and Kitty Rea were understudies. The band consisted of

Paul Shaffer (keyboards, conductor), Mark Zeray (guitar), Chris Warwin (bass), and Michael Redding (percussion).
The show transferred to the Plymouth Theatre, then to the Ambassador Theatre, where it closed on September 4, 1977, after 5

previews and 527 performances.

1976 - Broadway

The first Broadway revival opened for previews on October 13, 2011, at the Circle in the Square Theatre, and officially opened
on November 7, 2011, to mixed reviews. Theatre review aggregator Curtain Critic gave the production a score of 63/100, based on

the opinions of eighteen critics. The production featured Hunter Parrish, Wallace Smith, Anna Maria Perez de Tagle, Celisse
Henderson, Telly Leung, George Salazar, Morgan James, Uzo Aduba, Nick Blaemire, and Lindsay Mendez, and was directed by Daniel

Goldstein, choreographed by Christopher Gattelli, and produced by Ken Davenport. On April 17, 2012, Corbin Bleu took over the
role of Jesus. The 2011 cast recording was released digitally on December 20, 2011, and in stores on January 31, 2012. The

production closed on June 24, 2012.

2011 - Broadway Revival

Godspell was revived off-Broadway at the York Theatre from August 2 to October 7, 2000. Cast members included Shoshana Bean, Tim Cain, Catherine Cox, Will Erat, Barrett Foa,
Lucia Giannetta, Capathia Jenkins, Chad Kimball, Leslie Kritzer and Eliseo Roman.

2000 - Off-Broadway

2020 - Berkshire Theatre Group
Godspell became the first live show to be approved by the Actors' Equity Association during the COVID-19 pandemic. This production, which was performed in a tent in the
Berkshire Theatre Group's parking lot, featured Nicholas Edwards, Tim Jones, Alex Getlin, Michael Wartella, Zach Williams, Dan Rosales, Brandon Lee, Emily Koch, Isabel Jordan,
Najah Hetsberger and Kimberly Emmanuel. Instead of the standard opening to the show, which features the song, "Tower of Babble," the actors of the show shared how their
lives were uniquely impacted by the pandemic. The show, which had the audience sitting ten feet away from the actors on stage (who were socially distanced themselves) required
that every audience member wear a facial covering for the duration of the performance. This production brought up the possibility of more socially distanced theatrical
productions in the future. The show ran from August 6, 2020, until September 20, 2020.



The song "Beautiful City" was written for and first included in the film, while the songs "Learn Your Lessons Well" and "We
Beseech Thee" were omitted. The melody for "Learn Your Lessons Well" is used briefly in an early scene of the film and
again as incidental music, and snippets of both "Learn Your Lessons Well" and "We Beseech Thee" are heard in the scene
inside Cherry Lane Theatre when Jesus plays their melodies on the piano during the story of The Prodigal Son.

While the play requires very little stage dressing, the film places emphasis on dramatic location shots in Manhattan.
(Except for the opening scenes and the final scene, the city streets and parks are devoid of people other than the cast.)
Locations include the following:

The Brooklyn Bridge, where John the Baptist walks down the pedestrian walkway while humming "Prepare Ye the Way
of the Lord" in the opening sequence;
Bethesda Fountain in Central Park, in which the new disciples are baptized by John while singing "Prepare Ye";
The Andrew Carnegie Mansion, in which they sing "Turn Back, O Man";
Times Square, where Jesus and John are silhouetted by a screen of lights as they dance to "All For the Best";
The central fountain at Lincoln Center, where Jesus and Judas dance on the fountain's stone lip as they sing "All
for the Best";
The top of North Tower of the World Trade Center, which was nearing completion at the time of the film's production;
The Soldiers' and Sailors' Monument on Riverside Drive;
A bird's-eye view of Fifth Avenue from above and behind St. Patrick's Cathedral, looking down on the Tishman Building
during "Beautiful City";
The exterior and interior of the Cherry Lane Theatre - where the first musical version of Godspell began its off-
Broadway run the year before the film was show - where the story of The Prodigal Son is told.
The long approaches of the Hell Gate Bridge on Randall's Island, where the disciples switch to their colorful
clothing after baptism near the start of the film, and where they carry Jesus' body through the arches, creating a
barrel-vaulted cathedral effect, after his crucifixion on a chain-link fence.

Vocally, the chorus is very much in the same style, but solo parts are, at times, more lyrical. Notably, in "All Good Gifts",
whereas Lamar Alford had used a dramatic tenor voice, Merrell Jackson uses a lighter voice and falsetto for the high
ornament, which creates a joyous effect.
Regarding the band, all four of the musicians from the original stage production and cast album were retained for the
film recording. These musicians were Steve Reinhardt on keyboards, Jesse Cutler on acoustic and lead guitar and bass,
Richard LaBonte on rhythm guitar and bass, and Ricky Shutter on drums and percussion. Reviewer William Ruhlmann
explains that by having a larger budget than had been available for the stage, Schwartz was able to expand the line-up
by adding key studio personnel such as lead guitarist Hugh McCracken (on "Prepare Ye (The Way of the Lord)"),
keyboardist Paul Shaffer, bass player Steve Manes, a horn section, and six strings.
Ruhlmann describes Schwartz as being "better able to realize the score's pop tendencies than he had on the cast album...
this was a less complete version of the score, but it was much better performed and produced, making this a rare
instance in which the soundtrack album is better than the original cast album."

Movie vs Musical



Jesus
High Energy, charming, funny, gentle but with strength. He is the sort of person others instinctively follow.

JOHN THE BAPTIST/JUDAS
He has attributes of both Biblical figures: he is

both Jesus' lieutenant and most ardent disciple and the doubter who begins to
question and rebel. Like Jesus, he is also charismatic, but in more of an overt
revolutionary way. Usually played by someone handsome and masculine, with an
undertone of sexuality. He is the most "serious" and intellectual of the group,
though as with all the actors, he must still possess a good sense of physical

comedy.

NICK
Very high energy. Impish and playful. In the original, he played several

musical instruments, including concertina, recorder, and guitar.

TELLY
Not the brightest in the bunch, he is a little slow on the uptake. But

there is a great sweetness and innocence about him. Because he sings "All Good
Gifts," he must be a very good singer.

GEORGE
The comedian, the class clown. The guy who can do a hundred

voices and imitations.

ANNA MARIA
A bit of a tomboy, but basically open and sweet. Perhaps the

youngest of the group. She is the first of the group to commit to following Jesus
in the song "Day by Day."

LINDSAY 
The confident one, the show-off. The first one to volunteer,

sometimes she jumps in before she really understands what's going on.

UZO
The shy one. Sometimes a little slow to get things, but when

she does, she commits all the way. Has an "earth mother" kind of warmth to her.

MORGAN
Sassy and slightly cynical, the most urban of the group. Also the

"sexy" one, but her sexiness contains a large element of put-on, in the manner of
Mae West or Madonna (who in fact once played this role.)

CELISSE
The female equivalent of the class clown. Goofy and a cut-up.

In the 2012 Broadway revival, she played several instruments, including conga,
ukulele, and guitar.

Characters


