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PONDERINGS FROM TCC
Update from the Executive Committee:
The Executive Committee has been meeting weekly
since early January, and we are making good progress in our
efforts to hire an Interim Minister.by May 1, 2019, or as soon
as possible thereafter.

TCC TRUMPET

TRINITARIAN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

We've now completed the Interim Church Profile and
submitted it to Kelly Gallagher, Associate Conference
minister. All perspective applicants will be processed through
the MACUCC offices in Framingham.
The need for confidentiality of course prevents us from
sharing any information on individual candidates, but we will
keep everyone posted on the process as time goes on.
We thank you for your support and prayers throughout
this period of transition.
Martha Morse, Sue McGowan, Gwen Trelle,
Kathy Wright, and Marion Scott

Rev. Ted Thornton has graciously agreed to conduct
Worship Service during the Lenten Season, Holy Week and
Easter, during the Executive Committee process for an
Interim Minister.
Sunday, March 3, 2019, Rev. Ted will serve Communion by
Intinction.

March 6, 2019, a brief Ash Wednesday Service will be
offered at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary
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A Music Opportunity for Everyone
Would you like to provide Special Music for a
Worship Service?
Do you play an instrument or do you sing?
Or, do you crave to hear a special local musician
you know of who will add some joyous
music to our worship?
You can sponsor “Special Music” for a Sunday by
talking with Patter Field - well in advance,
and help to set things up or give a monetary
donation to enable a musician to perform.
I can be reached at 413 522-0578 or by email:
patterfield@gmail.com
I would love to hear from you!
A Financial Update from Kathy Wright, Co-Treasurer
At the Annual Meeting in January, there was an error in the
list of fund-raising activities we wish to correct. We omitted
in error Salad Bar Luncheon which raised $765.50 for the
Church. The corrected list should read:
Apple Pie Sales
$ 726
Golf Tournament
5,055
Tag & clothing Sale
3,058
Holly Berry Fair
4,616
Salad Bar Luncheon
766
Cookbooks
34
St Pauly Clothing
815
Love & Chocolate
373
Total
$15,443.

Saturday, June
22nd, 2019
Joanne and Bill McGee
9 Main St., Northfield
Church Picnic 4-7 pm
Hamburg, hot dogs & Veggie
burgers provided
Bring something to share
and a folding chair

Our income for January 2019 was approximately
$11,292 and our expenses were $6,481.
Our income included prepaid pledges for 2019 and
receipt of the Wells Fund donation of approximately $1,000
as well as other smaller amounts. $195 of the collections will
benefit UCC.
It is hard to read how we are doing on a monthly basis
due to fluctuations, but in an effort to keep you current, we
will try to put in a monthly summary as well as a quarterly
report which might be more meaningful.
Kathy Wright
Gwen Trelle

To: My TCC friends
From: Rev. Julie
Re: Big Thank you!
Date: February 25, 2019
Oh, my friends. I cannot tell you how much the beautiful reception and riot of good
wishes, gifts and loving words that you gave me on Sunday meant to me. I have reflected on
your faces, your hugs, your thoughtful gestures and kind words. I have even dreamed about
you! The generous cash purse you all contributed to me was so surprising and unexpected,
I’m afraid that I was not as gracious as I should have been in accepting it. It was so large I
thought it was an extra paycheck. God bless you all for that extra boost much needed and
appreciated in this transition.
To live and work in a space where one can share oneself openly, honestly, “warts and
all,” is truly a gift. Thank you for extending that gift to me through the years. Your caring
spirits, gentle humor, hardworking hands and compassionate hearts made it hard to say goodbye but easy to say “so long.” Whether we manage to see each other in some context (not
church!) is secondary to the genuine connection we have in friendship and warm wishes for
each other in the future.
Thank you for everything you did to make my time with you so rewarding. Thank you
for everything you gave of yourself from your good hearts that made my last day absolutely
sparkling and memorable.
May God bless you and keep you always,
Julie
P.S. Almost forgot to say: THE BEST CAKE I EVER TASTED!!!

View From the Agora

Temple of Hephaestus, Agora, Athens - Photo: Ted Thornton
Paul says in Acts 17:22 - “People of Athens, I can see that in every way you are very
religious.” In this column we explore the many ways people are and have been religious.

I’m reading Jill Lepore’s new history of the United States, These
Truths . One section that caught my attention was her discussion of how
during the English Civil War (1642-1646) the idea of the divine right of kings gave way to the idea of the
sovereignty of the people. She calls both ideas “legal fictions,” proof of how powerfully the fictions we tell
ourselves can move history. Not that fictions can’t be good for us.
Close on the heels of the idea of the sovereignty of the people came two other very good ideas:
representation and freedom of speech and religion. It was the Puritan John Milton who in the middle of the
war (1644) argued that ideas should not be censored before being allowed to come into print and public
circulation. “Let her [truth] and falsehood grapple,” he said. “Whoever knew Truth to be put to the worst in
a free and open encounter?”
On our own side of the big pond, this kind of thinking came to light with Roger Williams, another
Puritan, and a champion of religious freedom, separation of church and state, fairness toward Indians, and
one of the earliest American abolitionists. He paid for his convictions by being expelled from the
Massachusetts Bay Colony for his “new and dangerous ideas.” Williams moved to Rhode Island, where he
founded the First Baptist Church of Providence in 1638.
Williams borrowed Plato’s image of citizens as passengers on a ship, a metaphor that resonated
powerfully with Puritan audiences whose memories of the dangers of crossing the Atlantic in search of
religious freedom were still fresh. “There goes many a ship to sea,” Williams wrote,” with many hundred
souls in one ship whose weal and woe is common”; hence the name by which we call our state,
“Commonwealth.” That ship, Williams went on to say, contains “both papists and protestants, Jews and
Turks.” For this reason, the ship’s captain was obliged, Williams argued, to protect the freedom of all to
worship as they deemed right.
That Williams was expelled by those who had themselves come to our shores to find the kind of
freedom he claimed calls to mind the instability and fragility of the idea of tolerance. Joan of Arc, a patron
saint of France, is touted as one of the most admirable dissidents in history: standing up against the tyranny
of English invaders and paying for it with her life. Yet, she, too, had her intolerant side. In 1430, she wrote
a letter to a breakaway group of radical French Catholics called Hussites and threatened to make war on
them if they didn’t return to orthodox ways.
I’m quite I’m quite sure most of us think tolerance of others is good. But, are there times and
circumstances when we should not tolerate certain things that go on? Irshad Manji is a lesbian who grew up
Muslim but found her religion’s condemnation of her sexual orientation intolerable. She wrote an Op-Ed
piece in the New York Times in 2005 titled, “Why Tolerate the Hate?” Nine-Eleven was still fresh in our
collective memory and the debate over what we should and should not tolerate in the name of religion was
raging. She wrote, “[The] ultimate paradox may be that in order to defend our diversity, we’ll need to be
less tolerant...Why tolerate violent bigotry? Where’s the ‘mutual’ in that version of mutual respect?”
Unfortunately, I don’t think resolving this paradox will ever be easy. Much as I would like to see us
governed happily under universal rules that apply in every situation, I think our best course is to approach
each occasion with humility, prayer, and the will to do what causes no harm and does the most good.
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A financial update from St. Pauly Textile, Inc.
Thank You, TCC members and friends for continuing to collaborate with us on the
St. Pauly Textile clothing drop off shed project! In 2018 roughly 14,795 garments of
clothing were donated to your shed. This was enough to clothe an estimated 1,794 people.
This clothing is being used right now by people in one or more of 44 different countries
(including the US) to which our clothing is likely to have been distributed this past year.
Your organization raised $862.83 in 2018 through hosting this shed.
We ask that you continue to spread the word about the clothing shed to other
community members. Thank you for all your support and please feel free to reach out to us
at any time!
Sincerely,
The Team at St. Pauly Textile, Inc.
1067 Gateway Drive, Farmington, NY 14425
585-924-7941

March 20th!

THE SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR
MODERATOR’S UPDATE
Hear Ye, Hear Ye! Here’s a new plan for our Sunday morning Coffee Hour. It’s just a trial
balloon at this point, proposed by our dear Marlee Kaplan, and only applies to the months of March, but it
it goes well, it can continue into April and maybe even further into spring. Marlee, whose interests in
kitchen goes well beyond anyone else I know, has volunteered to to become our ‘coffee hour manager.”
She plans to: *set up the tables - *make coffee and punch *provide cheese, crackers and fruit
Members of the congregation - that’s you - will be asked to be Coffee Hour Volunteers. Just think,
you won’t have to come early! Doing your part will include bringing cookies and/or small pre-sliced
quick breads, or donut holes, etc., plus your own serving plates. Afterwards, you must take your dishes
and leftovers home with you so as to maintain order in the Lounge refrigerator-freezer.
And please plan to be available to help Marlee with the clean-up. Marlee’s number is 774-2413 if
you’d like to volunteer for a particular Sunday, Marlee has an answering machine and would like you to
leave your name and number so she can return your call. She’s also likely to ask for your volunteer
services. She offers her services in Christian love and we can join in and all do the same.

PLEASE NOTE: additional changes to begin 3/3/19 at Coffee Hour – the
refreshment table will be set up at the opposite end of the Lounge.
We are trying this new set-up in hopes that this move will make it easier for
everyone to access refreshments and reduce the traffic jam of folks coming from the
Sanctuary. Let us know what you think.

SAVE THE DATE…
TCC’S THIRD ANNUAL GOLF TOURNAMENT
four person scramble to be held at the
Northfield Golf Course on Saturday, July 13th
Join our planning sessions - the first meeting is scheduled in the Lounge
Tuesday, March 12th from 4-5 pm
Send ideas or questions to gmariebedard@yahoo.com
All ideas are welcome and appreciated.
You can help by sharing info about potential sponsors;
perhaps engaging a hole sponsor or a cart sponsor.
There will be a chicken barbecue after the tournament.

