
Chapter 17

Buying and Maintaining a Vehicle



17.1 

Buying a Vehicle



Do You Need A Vehicle?

ÁNeeds great enough to justify owning a 

vehicle?

ÁAre there alternatives?



Can You Afford to 

Own a Vehicle?



ÁConsider how much money you have to 

spend or your budget.
ÁPurchas price

ÁAuto insurance

ÁRegistration fees

ÁState vehicle sticker

ÁGasoline, oil, tires, preventive maintenance, and 

repairs

ÁIf you took out a loan, you will have monthly 

payments



Financing

ÁPay in full with cash, you donôt have to 

pay interest

ÁShop around and get the best rate on a 

loan



Depreciation

ÁValue of vehicle drops over time

ÁWhether you use the vehicle or not



What Kind of 

Vehicle Should I 

Buy?



Ask Yourself These 

Questions:

ÁWhat will I use it for?

ÁDo I need certain passenger and cargo 
capacities?  Do I need to tow anything?

ÁHow many mile will I drive each year?

ÁWill I be driving mostly short or long 
trips?

ÁHow long to I expect to keep the vehicle?


