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2020 Prayer: To See God More Clearly
by Bev Olonoh, Prayer Team Leader
Sanctity of Human
Life Sunday is
January 19.
See Page 3.
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“Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.” Matthew 5:8
As the new year approaches, my prayer is that 2020 will be a time to see God more clearly.
Life is full of distractions. Like parasites, these tend to latch on to our hearts and minds so
that we no longer notice their presence – and their hindrance to our growth in Christ.
Matthew 5:8 has captured my attention lately. I so desire to know God more and delight
to see Him at work in my life, in our church and everywhere else. But a pure heart is not
distracted by all my other desires. I need the Lord to reveal what is blinding me or distorting
my vision.
(continued on page 2)
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God, Government, and the Gospel

“Let every person be subject to the governing authorities” (Romans 13:1).

Save the Date!
Secret Church is Friday, April 24, 2020
Why “Secret Church?”
The idea behind Secret Church comes from time David Platt spent teaching and ministering among underground Asian house-churches. Due to hostility from the
government, from the surrounding community, and
even from their own family, many of our brothers and
sisters in Christ around the world are forced to gather in
secret, sometimes at the risk of their lives.
The plight of our persecuted brothers and sisters also
explains why prayer for the persecuted church is a
major part of every Secret Church gathering. We remember those who cannot meet openly, asking God
to sustain their faith, to change the hearts and the actions of their persecutors, and to use their witness for
the spread of the gospel.

But what if you don’t agree with who those authorities
are and how they are governing? How does this apply
to different types of governments in different parts of
the world? How does this command apply to the persecuted? In summary, how should Christians relate to
government? Should we gladly submit to government,
work to change government, or both, or neither? And
what do Christians do when they disagree about political positions and personalities, cultural concerns and
challenges?
Secret Church 20 will explore how the gospel transforms
the way followers of Jesus relate to governing authorities in any nation for the glory of God in all nations. The
purpose of this Secret Church is definitively not to advocate for a political position, party, or candidate in any
particular country. The purpose of this Secret Church is
to establish biblical foundations for understanding how
the character of God and the content of the gospel
totally transform the way Christians relate to government.
Along the way, we will examine how these biblical foundations help Bible-believing Christians promote love
and preserve unity even when we disagree on policies
and politics. Ultimately, we will encourage one another
to live faithfully as citizens of heaven while we’re citizens on earth. (from secretchurch.radical.net)

2020 Prayer

(continued from page 1)
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all
your mind...” Luke 10:27
Have I allowed distractions to cloud the clear command to love God? Have I become content with “most” or
“more than others,” yet fallen farther and farther away from loving God with my ALL?
“If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”
John 15:10-11
It’s wonderful to realize that the Lord’s commandments are designed to bring us joy. I am praying and trusting
God to show me where I need to repent and be cleansed from those things that have taken away from my relationship with Him. I trust, as my Good Shepherd, He will continue to lead me and do the work to conform me
to the image of Christ.
Will you pray with me? As individuals, we may be reluctant to confess sin and repent. Yet in His grace our Father
longs for our return. It is a privilege to come boldly to God’s throne of grace through the blood of our Savior. He
delights to share time with His children.
Praying with fellow believers is so encouraging. It’s enlightening to hear the hearts of others who love and seek
the Lord as we pray together. Will you join others to pray for revival at Northside and beyond?
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Lord, give us a desire to see You more clearly. Send revival to Your people – for YOUR glory!
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Northside Kids Volunteer Training
Each volunteer who serves in the Orange, Red, or Purple room during the 10:30 service is invited and encouraged to attend one of the meetings held on January 5,
12, 19, or 26 (please attend the meeting for the day you
will be serving, each volunteer only needs to attend
one meeting). We will have some breakfast foods and
go over some helpful info for serving in the preschool
wing. Meeting will end by 10:15, so each volunteer can
go to their room and be ready to greet their students.

Cross Training: Church History

12 Weeks beginning January 12 at 9 AM in D100
To be a Christian is to be a part of history. And to grow
as a Christian is to be a student of history. Christianity is
primarily a faith that is rooted in historical fact, in events
that took place in time and space. Christianity does
teach some eternal truths but focuses on the historical events of Jesus’ incarnation, death and resurrection. Therefore, the Christian is personally involved with
history. This is an open invitation for the whole church
to attend the ongoing Crosstraining Small Group. We
will take the next 12 weeks and delve into the times,
places, and people that God has used to build up the
Church. In the Old Testament, God consistently and repeatedly commanded his people to look to the past
for encouragement and strengthening of their faith
today. Come join us as we strengthen and grow in
our faith by remembering the people and events that
have come before us.

New Awana Semester
Awana restarts on Wednesday, January 8. This is a great
time for your kids to start the year in a fun, club atmosphere that teaches scripture. Join us in Kids Cove on
Wednesdays, 6:30 - 8:00 PM for age 3 to grade 5. Cost
is $15 per semester to cover materials.
Members’ Meeting: January 19
Meet in the Fireside Room at 5 PM on Sunday, January 19 for a pitch-in dinner, followed by our bi-monthly
members’ meeting at 6 PM.
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday: January 19
Believers across the nation set aside the third
Sunday in January as
a time to reflect on the
value of human life. We
as a body of believers
affirm this truth: “So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and
female he created them.” Genesis 1:27-28
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The month of January kicks off two new Bible studies
for women.
None Like Him: 10 Ways God is Different from Us (and
Why that’s a Good Thing) - by Jen Wilkins
Study begins Sunday, January 5 at 9:00 AM in Room
D113 and will be led by Denise Sherman.
Homework—a few very life applicable questions at the
end of each chapter. No video. 10 weeks
This exploration of ten attributes that belong to God
alone reminds us of why our limits are a good thing in
light of God’s limitlessness—celebrating the freedom
that comes from letting God be God.

New Study: None Like Him

by Denise Sherman
Two years ago, a Christian blog that I subscribe
to, posted recommended reading for the new year.
The recommendations came from various people on
staff of this particular ministry. The book None Like Him
written by a woman to women was touted by a man.
That certainly piqued my interest. Also, a book written on some of the characteristics of God interested
me as well. I always am ready to learn more about
our marvelous God, plus I had heard some good comments about the author, Jen Wilkin. So, I ordered it—
ten chapters, each one dealing with an attribute of
God. After I reached the second paragraph of the
first chapter I was enthralled with the author, devouring
the creative way in which she wrote about my God. I
had to stop and ponder often what was written and
consider these new facets of looking at characteristics
with which I was already familiar. Each chapter gave
me a greater awe of my Awesome God and drew me
into worship. It is my hope that anyone who takes this
class will see God in a more magnificent way than ever
before, thus producing growth in her love, worship, and
obedience of Him.
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by Barbara Cross
Jason Gray said it best in the lyrics to his song, More
Like Falling in Love. “I need more than a truth to believe. I need a faith that lives, moves and breathes.”
That’s exactly what we need to possess as believers. As
we enter the month of January and start a fresh, new
year, let’s let 2020 be the year of a clear vision for our
faith.
On January 24, Northside Women begin a new Friday morning study of the Gospel of John. The thing that
will be unique about this group gathering is the focus on
falling in love with Jesus. That begins with knowing Him
and learning everything scripture reveals
about Him. This group
will meet Friday mornings at 9 AM, every other week leading up to
Easter. There will be no
homework. The study
will draw mainly from
scripture supported by
insight from sources
such as The Bible Project, The Gospel of John film (the
script is scripture) and the book by William Cook, John:
Jesus Christ is God.
There are so many beautiful metaphors about Jesus in this gospel. He is the Bread of Life, the Light of
the World, the Way, the Truth and the Life. The book
conveys seven “I AM” statements and seven signs or
miracles, culminating in the resurrection.
The Gospel of John is an exciting perspective of
who Jesus is. It has been said that each of the four Gospels present a slight variation of His identity. In Matthew,
He is a King. In Mark, He is a Servant. In Luke, He is the
Son of Man. In John, He is the Son of God.
John is the last book to be written of the four. We
don’t have to wonder what compelled this beloved
disciple to write the book. The most significant explanation is given when the book is wrapping up in chapter
20, verses 30-31 tell us, “Now Jesus did many other signs
in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in
this book; but these are written so that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”
Please join us beginning January 24 as we dive into the
awe-inspiring Gospel of John.
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Women’s
Ministry
Team

Kala Slack
Linda Loveless

Kathy Martine

Christina Rees

Jan Jeter

Peggy Abram

Creative Crafting

Thursday, January 16 at 6 PM in Kids Cove

Ladies, save the date in January as we kick off another
year of Creative Crafting with a fun project: frosted
mason jar candle holders. Cost for materials is $5/person. Bring a food item to share and bring a friend!

Stephanie Short

Rachel Brock

Judy O’Neil

Phyllis Rudisill

Transformed: April 17-18, 2020 at Northside

Northside Women have a fun
way of getting to know each
other. Meet Me for Tea is a
regular get-together in the Fireside Room on the first Saturday
of the month, 11 AM to 1 PM.
Please plan to bring a salad to
share and your favorite mug/
cup for tea or coffee.

Next
meeting is
Saturday,
February 1
at 11 AM in
the Fireside
Room.
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Christmas Belles and Cookies

The Vision

It was a busy, but most enjoyable month in December for Northside Women. Belles’ Brunch
was packed with more than 200 women and
many of our men providing table service and
valet parking. Our speaker and the music were
inspiring and everyone was pointed to the Lord
Jesus Christ as we celebrate His birth.
Later in December, the ladies enjoyed a fun
time at the second annual Christmas cookie exchange. It was extra-sweet fellowship for all.

Missionary Visit
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Northside was blessed to have visiting
missionaries in the month of December. Kevin and Karen White shared
about their first year of ministry in Colombia where they minister to Venezuelan refugees through their church and
Samaritan’s Purse. Prior to going to the
mission field, Karen was our Children’s
Director and Kevin was the leader of
our Mission Team. It was good to see
them and their boys.
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Saturday Prayer
2nd 4th & 5th Saturday
at 8 AM in the
Prayer Room: D105
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Our Staff
John Reeder
jreeder@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nathan Brock
nbrock@northsideindy.org
Associate Pastor
Janice Morrow
jmorrow@northsideindy.org
Grade School Coordinator
Danielle Root
Preschool Coordinator

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:00 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Micah Langmaack
micah@northsideindy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@northsideindy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@northsideindy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin
Bev Olonoh
accounting@northsideindy.org
Controller

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senior Women - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Senior Adults - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Cross Training - D100
Grades 6-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Dickerson:
Sunday evenings 317-529-7981
Fishers:
Thursday evenings 317-509-6746
Brock:
Sunday eve. 863-307-9492

Covenant Foods: Tuesdays, 4-6:30 PM

Northside’s food pantry is open each Tuesday 4:00 PM - 6:30 PM. Our mission to feed the hungry in our community goes beyond supplying physical
needs and feeds the soul. Our volunteers and counselors truly care about
the guests who come seeking help each week. Everyone who visits will see
the love of God on the faces of those who greet them. No one goes away
empty. Praise the Lord!

Women:
Sunday lunch 317-902-7689
Ravenswood:
2nd & 4th Fridays 317-457-6953
Senior Couples

