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Orange Park Medical
Center marks 2 births.
Page 8.
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School’s art
department
brightens up
county shelter
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GREEN COVE SPRINGS – While
many other high school students
were sleeping in on the weekends,
several students and their teachers were hard at work on a beautification project.
Visitors to the Clay County Animal Care and Control’s shelter on
State Road 16 west of Green Cove
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Sunshine glinting off the cockpit of Dan Weseman’s RV-4 homebuilt aircraft gives an interesting perspective
to viewers watching the short film “SOLO,” which was filled at Haller Air Park in Green Cove Springs.

Aircraft film uses Clay location

PARTY ARREST
Man charged in party
fight. Page 7.

LOCAL HISTORY
Did moonshiners
operate in Clay? Page 2.

By Lisa Kohlbrenner
Staff writer

GREEN COVE SPRINGS – A
Middleburg High School graduate
has written and produced a film
shot mostly in Clay County that is
expected to be completed in a few
months.
Writer-producer Lisa Weseman
graduated
from
Middleburg
High School in 1996 and earned
a degree in television and film
production from the University
of Florida in 2000. She moved to

Los Angeles to pursue a career in
the entertainment industry.
“SOLO” is the story of a closeknit aviation community mourning
the loss of an experimental
aircraft pilot.
Filming ended Dec. 21. The
final cut is expected in March. The
first public viewing will be at Sun
‘N’ Fun Air Show in Lakeland at
the end of March.
Weseman said the family
element sets “SOLO” apart from
other aviation films.
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“Though ‘SOLO’ has plenty of
breathtaking flying scenes, this
is not a documentary about war
planes or a ‘Top Gun’-style action
film; it’s a personal story that goes
beyond what happens in the sky
and looks at the impact flying has
on the people left on the ground,”
she said.
Most of the filming took place
at Haller Air Park, a privately
owned air community in Green
Cove Springs. The park was
SEE AVIATION , 6
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SPECIAL TO CLAY TODAY
Fleming Island High School art teacher Rick
Shimer works on a mural at the Clay County
animal shelter in Green Cove Springs.
Shimer, along with two other teachers and
several students, volunteered their time to
paint the walls.
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Clay high schools get all A’s and B’s
Clay Today staff

ORANGE PARK – Clay County high
schools scored no lower than a “B” in
grades released Wednesday, Jan. 4, by the
state Department of Education.
Among the five “A” schools was Middleburg, which earned the first top score
in the school’s history. The school grades
are: Clay, A; Fleming Island, A; Keystone
Heights, A; Middleburg, A; Oakleaf, B; Orange Park, B; and Ridgeview, A.
At Clay High, principal Pete McCabe,
who said he was “on Cloud 9,” was bursting
with pride as he spent time on Thursday

Aviation
FROM PAGE 1

selected because of its location.
“We could not have made this film without the people of Haller. Not just because
of their amazing flying, but their hospitality
and generosity.” Weseman said. “The outof-town crew and local cast kept commenting on the warmth of everyone they met in
Haller -- a hallmark of the people of northeast Florida and Clay County.”
The film features Clay County residents
who are decorated veterans of the Air
Force and Navy and leaders in the experimental/home-built aviation movement.
“The people and the place are all rooted

thanking his staff for the hard work.
The faculty had worn “Let’s Put the A
Back in Clay” shirts that the athletic department had come up with. McCabe said
the A is a result of two years of the entire
school focusing on improving scores.
“The challenge was to put Clay High
back where we know it belongs. … The effort made by the faculty and staff has been
nothing short of fantastic,” he said.
He also said he was sure the hard work
would pay off.
“I knew it would happen. You could see
it in their eyes,” McCabe said.

Superintendent Ben Wortham also
praised the efforts of the school district’s
employees.
“The long wait was worth it!,” said
Wortham, referring to delays caused by
compiling all the data used by state education officials to grade the schools. “I am
extremely pleased with our high school
grades and very excited for our administrators, staff, faculty and students. Everyone deserves to be congratulated.”
“The high marks reflect FCAT achievement, improved graduation rate and acceleration performance.”

in our friends and family in small aviation
communities,” Weseman told Clay Today.
Air scenes were flown by Haller pilots,
who donated their time to the low-budget,
independent production. One of those pilots is Lisa’s brother, Dan Weseman, an
experimental aircraft pilot who is president of Haller and who served as the film’s
aviation stunt coordinator. He flew the
main plane and choreographed the flying
scenes.
Dan Weseman, 35, said filming was fun
and a new experience for him.
“The movie was interesting from a
learning perspective. Everyone watches
movies but they don’t really see how they
are made,” he said.
He said flying for the movie was unlike
anything he had ever done and it posed

challenges at times.
“You have to take into account the sun for lighting or
flying in formation with the
camera plane. The airplane
that was behind usually is
in front so I had to look back
over my shoulder while flying.”
Weseman said he also
has to remember not to look
at the camera during takes.
He also said it was a good
feeling to know the scenes
were shot practically in his
back yard.
“Living in Clay County,
it is cool to see Green Cove
Springs utilizes for something like this. It’s cool to
PHOTOS COURTESY OF BRUCE DICKSON
have your city, town, and The cast of “SOLO” is, from left, Jeffrey Crisp, James Jourcounty as the focal point.”
dan, Adelaide Hall, Jimmy Brunelle, and Karen Overstreet.
“SOLO” required about
10 hours of flight time over
Weseman and director Lex Sadasivan,
five days of filming, he said.
who together began creating the script
Dan, also a Middleburg High grad, last August, will be returning to Clay next
got his pilot’s license at the age of 17 and month for some pick-up shots for the film.
has been flying and building planes since Both have roots in aviation – their grandthen. He has built several experimental parents, fathers, and brothers are all genplanes, including the homebuilt Van’s RV-4 eral aviation and experimental pilots.
featured in “SOLO.” He says it was a plane
There will be a private screening for
damaged in a tornado that he later bought the cast and crew at Haller before the final
and rebuilt.
cut is submitted to various film festivals
His company, Sport Performance Avia- and air shows, including Jacksonville.
tion, is developing a debut kit plane, the
For more information about the film,
Panther.
go to www.flysolofilm.com.

The crew
for “SOLO”
captures images of four
RV-4 aircraft
above Haller
Air Park in
Green Cove
Springs during filming in
December.
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Middleburg High School Principal John
O’Brian said he was extremely proud of everyone.
“This is an awesome accomplishment
and everyone deserves the credit… the
students, teachers, support staff and, of
course, Mr. David Broskie, who was the
Principal here at MHS in 2010—2011.
“All of us worked extremely hard, and
we continue to do so, to ensure our students mature both socially and academically,” O’Brian said.
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