One of the things I do not miss from my time having a pager 


for the Emergency Response crew 



is having been on a call, 



knowing exactly what happened in all its detail, 


but having to sit around the tables during Fellowship



 listening to best guesses at who was Medivaced 



or why the siren lights were flashing down the street late at night.  

Due to Hippa laws, 


I could not reveal what I knew.  

So as I sat at the table listening to the various guesses, 


it was hard to keep silent.  

Now thankfully, 


for some of the really scary things that happened within the community, 



word spread fast 



and I did not have to wait any longer than the Prayer of the Day, 




for someone to share what they had heard 




and we could pray for the person as a community.  

Our Psalm today has someone in a similar position, 


where they know something of importance 


and they have to decide when to reveal it.  

And as you can tell from the Psalm, 


they did not do it in a way that was approved by the Psalmist.  

We don't know too much about Doeg the Edomite, 


but we know enough to paint a relatable character 



that most of us have encountered at some point in our lives.  

He was Saul's head shepherd.  


He knew who David was 


and seeing him with the Priest in Nobb 



was enough for him to file this information away as important.  

What David did that day, 


as we have already stated from Psalm 38



 was a true blessing from God.  




Receiving the reserved bread of presence 




and Goliath's sword would not go unnoticed hopefully by many.

While all of this could be argued 


to be above board 


and an unfair characterization of Doeg is in the Psalm, 

it is the later half of the story 


that gives us a fuller picture of Doeg character.  

Doeg was originally in the temple 


fulfilling a vow before the Lord.  

What that vow was, 


we don't know.  

But he was practicing his Jewish faith.  


Fulfilling his vow, 

And David is now known as wanted by the King, 


Doeg finds himself loitering with Saul's officials.  

The text is clear 


that all of the officials are there, 


and Doeg was there to, 



kind of a tag along.  


Perhaps he was shepherding the sheep there.  

Again, 


with his eyes and ears taking everything in, 

he hears that David has been found 


and Saul unleashes upon his officials for not knowing this sooner.  

Kind of a 


“What am I keeping you around here for?” scene.  

Hearing what Saul has to offer to those who support him 


and not David


for those Who help him remove this possible usurper, 



Doeg steps in with his nugget of information. 

“I saw the son of Jesse come to Ahimelech 



son of Ahitub at Nob. 

10 Ahimelech inquired of the Lord for him;



 he also gave him provisions 



and the sword of Goliath the Philistine.” 

Now in reality, 


it doesn't help Saul track David down at all.  

All that it does, 


is makes Saul more paranoid 



that everyone is against him 



and that he has to take greater steps to maintain his power.  

Doeg doesn't share the lie that David told Ahimelech 


or anything else to clear the Priest's wrongdoing.  


To show the innocence of the priest in this encounter.  



That the Priest was supporting Saul to the best of his ability.  

This next step leads to Ahimelech 


and 84 members of his family being called in, 


questioned by,  



but not listened to by Saul.  

Their fate is already sealed in Saul's mind.  


He has forgotten that no one else knows 



the thoughts that have been growing in his head.  


Saul commands his officials to kill Ahimelech 



and his 84 fellow priests.  

Here comes the bright spot for humanity here.  


The king's officials refuse.  



They see the truth,



 they stand up to Saul and say, 




“No, 





there is no reason to kill these men.  




They are not the problem or issue!”  

In the midst of chaos, 


leaders can get caught up in the moment and their power.  

Yet there stands Doeg.  


The words of power, 


estates, 


riches still ringing in his ear.  

The desire for more authority than just head shepherd.  


You are important enough 



to know how much more important everyone else is.  

He is told to kill the priests 


and he willingly steps forward and does so.  



He kills a man of God, 




not once, 




not twice, 





but 85 times in succession.  

There is not enough rage, 

enough hate, 


to be able to sustain that 



without having something else driving you.  

The need to be accepted 

and experience the priviledge of being in Saul's inner circle 


drove Doeg.  

The fallenness of humanity in general 


provided what was necessary to carry out the deed.

Holding this brokenness before us, 


we hear David more clearly lament this mighty man.  

The one who now celebrates his speaking up 


and then being called upon to slaughter the priests.  

The one who did so much unnecessary damage to God's priest's.  


That evil drives him 



rather than good, 


despite his religious practices, 



his heart does not seek after the true God 




Yahweh, 



but false idols like King Saul.

Then David's hand in this means he has to make sense of what has happened.  


By his stopping in 


and talking to Ahimelech this day before Doeg, 



he has guilt connected to the situation.  

David is left with the same options that all of us run into 


when someone has wronged us.  

Do we seek revenge ourselves 


and bring justice by our power?  

Or do we trust that God will bring justice in his own time.  
As this week has had people calling for justice 


and issues of racism to be addressed 



that still have not been addressed in the last 200 plus years, 

it is good to note 


that David did not sit there silently 


and not say anything about what was wrong.  



Otherwise we would not have this Psalm.  

At the same time, 


we need to acknowledge that David let God do the work.  



God would bring Doeg to everlasting ruin, 



tear him form the tent, 



uproot him from the land of the living.  

When those days come, 


the righteous will see God and God's work 



and be reminded of who God is.  

At the same time, 


they will rejoice that God is making the things right.  

The method in which Doeg gained power 


is shown faulty in the big picture of things.

Which leads David 

and anyone else with eyes to see, 


to trust in God.  


To see the wisdom of being an olive tree 



flourishing in the house of God.  

Olive trees live for 100s of years, 


they produce a life-giving crop.  


They provided what was needed year in and year out.  



As does God's unfailing love.  

David's last line about hoping in God's name 


can also be read as God's character.  



Do we trust that God's character is strong enough 




to bring all of this to the right end?

David did, 


time and again.  

He knew who his God was, 


what his God aimed to do, 

and he was willing to let God be the reconciler 


that brought broken people to justice.  
This has been a hard week 


as the lower 48 has been met with protests, 


more people dying while trying to do what they are called to do, 


and mixed messages coming from news outlets and our government.  



And none of that has to do with Covid-19!

Do we trust 


in the midst of this ever mounting chaos 



that God will allow the righteous one day




 to laugh and say, 





“You should have made God your stronghold!  

Are we praising God 


despite the hardships around us?  

Are we seeing his unfailing love 


still at work underneath all of the chaos.  

I pray that you can.  

Otherwise, 


you will be tempted to make the world right yourself 


and soon find yourself 



doing things that your mother never dreamed you would do.  

Whether that is slaughtering 85 priests, 

or watching a co-worker kneel on another man's neck until he dies.  

So sing this Psalm with tears, 


with pain, 


with anger.  

But end this song with hope, 


with trust, 


with love.  

For that is the character of God.  


That is where David finds his peace.
Why do you boast of evil, you mighty man? 

Why do you boast all day long, 

you who are a disgrace in the eyes of God? 
2
Your tongue plots destruction; 

it is like a sharpened razor, 

you who practice deceit. 
3
You love evil rather than good, 

falsehood rather than speaking the truth. 
Selah 
4
You love every harmful word, 

O you deceitful tongue! 
5
Surely God will bring you down to everlasting ruin: 

He will snatch you up and tear you from your tent; 

he will uproot you from the land of the living. 
Selah 
6
The righteous will see and fear; 

they will laugh at him, saying, 
7
“Here now is the man 

who did not make God his stronghold 

but trusted in his great wealth 

and grew strong by destroying others!” 
8
But I am like an olive tree 

flourishing in the house of God; 

I trust in God’s unfailing love 

for ever and ever. 
9
I will praise you forever for what you have done; 

in your name I will hope, for your name is good. 

I will praise you in the presence of your saints.
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