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The Echo Of Our Lives
A young boy and his grandfather were
walking in the mountains. The grandfather had gotten a little way ahead and
the boy called out, “Grandfather, I’m
afraid!”
To the boy’s surprise, his voice came
back from across the way,
“Grandfather, I’m afraid!”
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Startled, the boy called out, “Who’s
there?”

•
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Wild Swings In Market

Again his words came back to him,
“Who’s there?”
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The boy got angry, and in his fear he called out, “You’re a chicken!”

•

Page 5 - Laughter Corner

“You’re a chicken,” the response came back.

•

Page 5 - 4 Reasons To Buy A
Home In Winter

The grandfather returned and was laughing gently. The boy asked
what was happening. “Listen,” said the grandfather. He called out,
“You are wonderful!”

FREE Reports, Tips and Advice.
Here’s the link to my page:
www.facebook.com/MDREpros
www.facebook.com/MarkRemax

The grandfather’s voice answered back, “You are wonderful!”
The boy said, “I do not understand, grandfa-ther. Is someone teasing us?”
“No, child. This is called an echo. Our voice is is like a rubber ball
hitting that cliff and bouncing back to us. But there is a lesson here,
because you can throw any words you want, but I chose happy
words. Something like an echo also happens in life. When you throw
your words or thoughts into the world, they bounce back to you.”
“If I say to my teacher that I’m afraid, will he tell me I’m afraid?”
“Something like that. But if you tell your teacher you’re happy, perhaps he will agree that you are happy. And if you think someone is
caring, perhaps they will think you are caring, too.”

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.Facebook.com/MDREPros

Eric’s Christmas List
Karen was just gathering her purse and keys to head out the door when her son stopped her. “You’ll
need this if you’re planning on doing some Christmas shopping,” Eric said, handing his mother an
envelope.
“What is this?” Karen asked.

“My list for you,” he answered. Before she could question him further, he ran out of the door, on his
way to his after school job.
Karen was confused. Eric knew they didn’t have a lot of money, and today’s trip to the store was to
buy supplies to make a few gifts for other family members. She’d already told Eric there would only be one gift, which she’d already
bought. Eric knew this, so why would he give her a list?

Karen opened the envelope and five $20 bills fell out, along with a
list. She picked up the list and read, her eyes filling with tears:
Mom’s to-do list:
•

Get a mani/pedi

•

Treat yourself to lunch

•

Buy that bath oil you love

Buy a pair of earrings
Love, Eric

Remodeling For Decluttering
Thinking of renovating your kitchen? Tidiness
is the biggest trend this year, according to the
2018 Houzz Kitchen Trends Study.
The study found that 75% of homeowners
named decluttering their counters as their #1
priority, followed by 66% who want to put
things away and 49% who are focused on recycling.
The biggest issue? Storage – cited by 93% of
survey respondents. That was followed by
space planning (38%), entertainment (32%),
and cleanliness (32%).

This Month's Question
Which Of These Animals Does Not Drink Water?
A. Alpaca
B. Fennec Fox
C. Koala
D. Baby Elephant

The survey notes that homeowners are also
interested in pullout garbage bins, organizers
for dishes and utensils, and wine bars.
“Christmas, children, is not a date. It is a state
of mind.” ~ Mary Ellen Chase

Go to www.MDREPros.com/monthly-contest.html
Or write Mark@MDREPros.com
And enter the correct answer for this months contest! Good Luck & Have Fun!

Facing A Divorce? FREE Report Mistakes To Avoid When Going Thru A Divorce - www.MDDivorceMistakes.com
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Let It Go
Ned paced back
and forth in his
sister’s kitchen
one Sunday before dinner.
She'd tried to
get him to talk
about what was
on his mind, but
he liked to be
stoic and solve
his problems by
himself.

FINANCIAL FOCUS
How Should You
Respond to Wild Swings In
Financial Markets
What’s going on with the financial markets? Specifically,
what’s behind the price swings of the past several weeks?
And, more important, how should you, as an individual
investor, respond? To begin with, the recent volatility was
not really all that extraordinary. The daily drops pushed
U.S. stocks down about 10% from their recent record
highs, although they have regained some of that ground.
A 10% drop represents a “correction” – not a crash – and
historically, corrections have occurred about once a year.
So what seems to have caused these market jitters? Here
are the key culprits:
•

Anticipated slowdown in economic growth and
corporate earnings. The stock market is forwardlooking – investors make decisions based on what
they think will happen.

•

Ned took the can and walked outside
where he threw the scraps in the compost bin before returning to the kitchen.

Rising interest rates – The Federal Reserve raised
interest rates in 2018. While higher rates are not bad
for all market sectors, they can slow the expansion
plans for many businesses, resulting in reduced
growth prospects.

•

“Why did you toss my scraps? I asked
you to hold on to them.”

Slowing global economy – The global economy is
growing more slowly than expected, resulting in lower
returns for international stocks and a particularly sharp
decline in emerging markets.

•

Keep realistic expectations. Try to maintain realistic
expectations about how your investments are likely to
perform over time.

•

Review your mix of investments. From time to time,
and sometimes in response to changing market conditions, you may need to change the mix of investments
in your portfolio.

•

Don’t get scared away from investing. You may not
like seeing multi-hundred- point plunges in the Dow
Jones Industrial Average, but don’t get scared off from
investing. After all, recent stock market history has
taught the value of patience.

Instead of hassling him to open up,
she called him over to the sink. “Hey
Ned, can you hold on to this for me?”
she said, handing him a can of vegetable peels and other scraps from the
meal she was making.

“Why would hold onto your garbage?”
Ned asked.
“I though you liked holding onto garbage," she replied.
“What do you mean?”
“You’ve been wearing a path on my
kitchen floor because of whatever
mental garbage you're holding onto.
Why don't you toss that out, too? It'll
lighten your load."
Ned laughed and opened up, realizing
holding onto his own mental garbage
wasn't doing him any good either.

The financial markets will always fluctuate – sometimes
violently. But as an investor, you should strive for calmness, patience and discipline – because these attributes
can help you look past today’s headlines toward the future
you envision
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by financial advisor Mat
Tiahrt, Hampstead, Maryland, 410-239-0859. mat.tiahrt@edwardjones.com

Get Free money-saving home tips at my web site: www.MDREpros.com

LAUGHTER CORNER

“Knock, knock.”
“Who’s there?”
“Repeat.”
“Repeat, who?”
“Who?”
*************************
“Knock, knock.”
“Who’s there?”
“Repeat.”
“Repeat, who?”
“Who?”
*************************
“Knock, knock.”
“Who’s there?”
“Woo.”
“Woo, who?”
“What are you so excited about?“
*************************
What do you call a christmas
song parody that's not funny?
The first no-LOL
*************************
What do you get if you deep fry
Santa Claus?
Crisp Cringle.
*************************
Why did Santa bring 22 reindeers
to WalMart with him?
Because what he wanted to buy
cost around 20 bucks and just in
case it cost more he brought
some extra doe.

THANK YOU for reading my
personal newsletter. I wanted to
produce a newsletter that has great
content and is fun and valuable to you.
Your constructive feedback is
always welcome.
AND…whether you’re
thinking of buying, selling or
financing real estate, or just want
to stop by and say
“Hi,” I’d love to hear from you…

Maryland Real Estate
Professionals
w/REMAX Realty Plus
301-831-5600 - O
301-418-8640 - C
Mark@MDREPros.com
www.MDREPros.com

4 REASONS TO
BUY A HOME THIS
WINTER!
Here are four great reasons to consider buying a home today instead of waiting.
1. Prices Will Continue to Rise
CoreLogic’s latest Home Price Insight report revealed that home
prices have appreciated by 5.6% over the last 12 months. The
same report predicts that prices will continue to increase at a rate
of 4.7% over the next year.
The bottom in home prices has come and gone. Home values will
continue to appreciate for years. Waiting no longer makes sense.
2. Mortgage Interest Rates Are Projected to Increase
Freddie Mac’s Primary Mortgage Market Survey shows that interest rates for a 30-year mortgage have hovered around 4.8%. Most
experts predict that rates will rise over the next 12 months. The
Mortgage Bankers Association, Fannie Mae, Freddie Mac and the
National Association of Realtors are in unison, projecting that
rates will increase in 2019.
An increase in rates will impact YOUR monthly mortgage payment. A year from now, your housing expense will increase if a
mortgage is necessary to buy your next home.
3. Either Way, You are Paying a Mortgage
There are some renters who have not yet purchased homes because they are uncomfortable taking on the obligation of a mortgage. Everyone should realize that unless you are living with your
parents rent-free, you are paying a mortgage – either yours or
your landlord’s.
As an owner, your mortgage payment is a form of ‘forced savings’
that allows you to build equity in your home that you can tap into
later in life. As a renter, you guarantee your landlord is the person
building that equity.
Are you ready to put your housing cost to work for you?
4. It’s Time to Move on With Your Life
The ‘cost’ of a home is determined by two major components: the
price of the home and the current mortgage rate. It appears that
both are on the rise.
But what if they weren’t? Would you wait?
Look at the actual reason you are buying and decide if it is worth
waiting. Whether you want to have a great place for your children
to grow up, you want your family to be safer, or you just want to
have control over renovations, maybe now is the time to buy.
If the right thing for you and your family is to purchase
a home this year, buying sooner rather than later could lead
to substantial savings.
Provided by: Dan Flavin, Sr. Mortgage Banker, 1st Financial, NMLS
112247, 3545 Ellicott Mills Drive, Suite B, Ellicott City, MD 21043
Dan@1atmc.com 410-935-3528

Are You A First Time Home Buyer? Start Here - www.MDFirstBuyers.com

Do You Want To Work With
Other Businesses That Give
Outstanding Customer
Service?
Request a free copy of our
service directory.
All the businesses listed in it have a
proven track record for providing the
kind of outstanding customer service
you deserve.

Got A New Job?
When you’re just starting a new job, you’re probably
excited, ambitious, and a little nervous. Here are
some tactics for getting ahead quickly:
•

Act as if you’re still auditioning. Instead of assuming you’ve got it made, spend the first month
or so demonstrating that you deserve your new
job. Don’t take anything for granted. Work as
hard as you can and show that your employer
made the right choice.

•

Help your manager. Your job isn’t to take orders; it’s to help your boss accomplish his or her
goals. Ask questions, be proactive, and show
that you’re dedicated to the organization’s success.

•

Focus on results. You’ll build better relationships with your new co-workers by showing what
you’re capable of completing, not just by what
you say you can do. Be dependable, and they’ll
see you as someone they can trust to get things
done.

•

Look for role models. Identify the high performers on your team and in your organization. Learn
what they do to succeed so you can emulate
their efforts—and develop your own reputation
for getting results.

Saltwater Trout Become
Freshwater Fish
Evolution normally
takes place over
thousands or millions of years, but sometimes it can happen
more quickly. The Science.com website reports that a group of saltwater steelhead
trout transplanted from California to the saltfree waters of Lake Michigan in the 1890s
have evolved into a species that can live
wholly in fresh water—in only 100 years.
Genetics helped. The steelheads hatch in
freshwater rivers before swimming out to the
ocean for much of their lives, returning to the
rivers to spawn. That probably allowed key
genetic differences to develop in their new
home, demonstrating how quickly an organism can change and adapt to a new environment if it has the right genetic makeup.

“Giving frees us from the familiar territory of our
own needs by opening our mind to the unexplained
worlds occupied by the needs of others.”

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

~ Barbara Bush

Gardening May Cause
Happiness
Getting your hands dirty in the garden may be
one way to fight depression, according to the
Gardening Know How website. Fresh air and
sunshine help, but scientists say there’s a natural
antidepressant in soil. Mycobacterium vaccae apparently has the same effect on neurons that Prozac and other medications provide. The bacterium seems to enhance the production of serotonin, the lack of which has been linked to depression, anxiety, bipolar disorder, and other mental
illnesses.
Experiments using the bacterium with rats appeared to increase cognitive ability, lower stress,
and create higher levels of concentration. Studies
testing the bacterium on cancer patients found
that the patients reported less stress and a better
quality of life.
The effects can come from the air, touch, and
through blood in case of a cut in the skin. You
should always wash your hands after working in
the dirt, but a few hours in the garden every week
could have a positive effect on your physical and
mental health.

How To Invest An Extra $50
You get a gift from a
relative, or a bonus,
or win a prize at
work, and suddenly
you're $50 richer!
What are you going
to do with it?
There are so many
ways to spend a
windfall of $50 that it
can easily disappear without any sense of it having
been there at all. Do you buy a tank of gas? Pay
the electric bill? Do you do the smart thing and pay
extra on your mortgage?
No! It may not be "smart,” but the best thing to do
with an extra $50 (provided you don't actually need
it to live on) is to invest in a memory. The $50 was
a windfall; let it be a special treat. Spend it on
something personal. Go to a concert, buy the expensive wok you've always wanted, or splurge on a
steering wheel cover. The point is, use it for something you wouldn't normally spend money on. Because if you just use it for everyday expenses, it'll
be gone and not even a memory will remain.

This newsletter is intended for entertainment purposes only. Credit is given to the authors of various articles that are reprinted when the original author is
known. Any omission of credit to an author is purely unintentional and should not be construed as plagiarism or literary theft.
Copyright 2018 Maryland Real Estate Professionals w/ REMAX Realty Plus. This information is solely advisory, and should not be substituted for medical, legal, financial or tax advice. Any and all decisions and actions must be done through the advice and counsel of a qualified physician, attorney, financial advisor and/or CPA. We cannot be held responsible for actions you may take without proper medical, financial, legal or tax advice.

What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here - www.MDHomesValue.com

WELCOME NEW CLIENTS

Here are some of the new clients who
became members of our “Real Estate
Family” this past month. I’d like to
welcome you!
•
•
•
•
•
•

Skip & Linda S - SOLD!
Raul & Courtney S - JUST LISTED!
Michael & Amanda T. - JUST LISTED!
Bryon H. - Just Listed!
Donna F. - Looking At Homes
Pam S. - Looking At Homes

We love recognizing our wonderful new
friends and existing clients who are kind
enough to introduce their friends, family
and neighbors to us.

Your Intangible Legacy
ccording to Northwestern University’s Family Institute, boredom is one of the most rewarding
experiences of childhood. When children get
bored, they have a chance to nurture their creativity, daydream, think, come up with solutions to
problems, and discover their interests.
In the 1980s, children from three different Canadian communities participated in a study. The
researchers found that the children who lived in
an area with no access to television scored
higher in thinking skills that measured imaginativeness than their TV-watching counterparts.
Two years later, televisions were introduced into
the homes of these same rural children. The decline of their divergent thinking skills soon followed.
If watching television can diminish a child’s
thinking skills, imagine the impact of countless
hours of video game playing, texting, and communicating through emoji. Help your children unplug from their devices, grow bored, and tune in
to their imaginations. The opportunity to uncover
their hidden talents and build new worlds awaits.

“To laugh often and much; to win the respect of
intelligent people and the affection of children...to leave the world a better place...to know
even one life has breathed easier because you
have lived. This is to have succeeded.” ~ Ralph
Waldo Emerson
What’s Your Home Worth? Find Out Here -

