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Streams through the Bible
by Nicholas Piotrowski, Associate Pastor of Theological Development
When I was in college I took a course called
“Oceanography.” We studied how the various
dynamics of the ocean work together. From
temperatures, to depths, to photosynthesis, we
thought about how many contributing factors
make the ocean what it is and how different
it is the world over. One of the most fascinating considerations is how currents flow through
the oceans for—no exaggeration—literally
thousands of miles. The very water molecules
in which we waded off the Eastern Shore of Maryland had just days before been down in
the tropics! And days later it would be in Europe! That means the temperature, surf, nutrients, plankton, jelly fish, and so on were all affected by whatever happened thousands
of miles away. If that “Gulf Stream” as it is called (because it runs quite literally like a
stream through the larger ocean up from the Gulf of Mexico) were not there, or flowed in
a different manner or different direction, life on North America’s eastern continental shelf
would be entirely different. In fact, not only in the water but on land as well. The climate
and weather patterns on the east coast would also be different, affecting the entire environment including farming practices. The same is also true for England, western Europe
and Scandinavia. Because after the Gulf Stream passes on and flushes into Europe, that
entire part of the world is also affected. It is simply amazing that the sun warms a body
of water in the Caribbean, affects plant and fish life and winds and evaporation, and
seeking equilibrium the water flows north up into colder waters and in turn affects entire
continents and millions of people half a world away! And this sort of vast network of currents is circulating every day in all the oceans.
Now, what does this have to do with us? Well, in a similarly beautiful intra-connectivity,
each book of the Bible work the same way! There are streams that originate in the first
chapter of a book and flow into the rest of that book, taking with them all the nutrients
of the first chapter and distributing them into the various other parts of the book. And
what happens in those various parts of the book sends more nutrients further on. Ideas,
themes, key words and concepts are established early in a book and continue to exert
continued on page 8
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Seeking Your Prayers for Northside Students

by Bev Olonoh, Prayer Ministry Leader
On Thursday, July 6, four adults and 19 teenagers will load
themselves and their luggage into a couple of vans. They will head
south to Crossings at Cedarmore Camp near Bagdad, Kentucky.
They will spend five days together with all the fun of recreation
and fellowship away from “normal” life. Speakers and leaders will
present the concept of Christians being outsiders in this world, since
we are citizens of heaven. However, unless hearts are prepared to
receive spiritual truths, eternal truths will not take root.

Coming in August
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Transform: Equipping our Teachers

The State Convention of Baptists in Indiana will host a
workshop for teachers on Saturday, August 12 at Northside. Educators with expertise in teaching various age
groups (preschool, children, students and adults) will
be presenting. The training is from 8:00 to 2:30. Cost per
person is $25 to cover program fee and lunch. Sign up
online at www.lifeway.com/transform

“Just as a plant may die for lack of watering,
so may a genuine work of God die and rot for lack of prayer.”
James O. Fraser
Will you take time each day to pray for the Ultimate Youth Camp
July 6-10?
• Pray for the students who are able to go, for each to:
o pay attention to and yield to God’s voice
o deal with any sin or wrong thinking that keeps them from
perceiving truth
o open their hearts to God’s desires for them and for others
• Pray for the adults who are able to go, for each to:
o also pay attention to and yield to God’s voice
o be perceptive to God at work in the lives of the students
o seek God’s wisdom in ministering to others
• Lift up
o students who are not able to go to camp
o parents of teenagers
o Northside Student Ministry volunteers
o search for Northside’s Student Minister
“Is it not a staggering thought that our unique and glorious
Lord has authorized us to make use of His mighty name in our
prayers?” J. Oswald Sanders
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“I love the Lord, because He heard my voice...”
Psalm 116:1

Faith & Fellowship Night at Victory Field

On August 23, the Indianapolis Indians and Christian
radio station Shine 88.3 FM celebrate Faith & Fellowship Night at Victory Field. The evening starts with a
pregame concert from JJ Weeks Band and a faith testimonial from an Indians player at 5:30 p.m. Then, stay
for the game to enjoy a night of baseball overlooking
the downtown skyline.
First pitch is scheduled for 7:05 p.m., with gates opening
in time for the pregame concert at 5:30 p.m. Fans who
want to attend the pregame concert need a ticket for
that night’s game.
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Our POPs (Parents of Preschoolers) group met at Riverwood Park in Ravenswood for a fun morning of splashing and swinging in the middle of the month of June
and had a blast. Our second event for June was a
Farm Themed event led by Jennifer Flood. We had 14
children and their parents come and enjoy songs, stories, crafts, and a sensory table full of corn.
Please plan on joining us for our July Events:

Music & Story: Wednesday, July 12

We will be having a Music and Story Time at Northside
on Wednesday, July 12th at 11:00 AM.

West Park: Saturday, July 29

Meet us at West Park in Carmel with your picnic lunch
and water clothes at 10:30 AM.
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Parents Night out:

On Friday Night, June 23rd, 25 children and 10 volunteers hung
out at Northside Baptist Church for Parent’s Night Out. The
night consisted of dinner, craft, games, and a roller skating party. Thank you to all that helped make this event such a success
to allow parents a free night out. Our next Parents Night Out is
scheduled for Friday, August 25th.

Carpenter’s Workshop

A big thanks goes to our Facility
Manager, Micah Langmaack, and the many volunteers who
helped with the “More than a Carpenter” projects with Northside Kids. The Kindergarten through Second Graders built bird
houses and the Third through Sixth Graders crafted a wall
plaque/key holder that says “Faith, Hope, Love.”
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Vacation Bible School (July 17-21, 9 AM to noon): Kids
age 4 through grade 5 are invited to come to this fun
and FREE event.Turn your kids into Galactic Starveyors!
As kids focus their telescopes on the marvels painted
in the sky by the Creator, they will discover the wonder
among all wonders - that the God who created everything there is - the knowable and the unknowable, the
visible and the invisible - wants a personal relationship
with them! Invite your kids into the clubhouse and show
them the God who is over the moon in love with them.

Sign up online at
www.northsideindy.org
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(continued from page 1)
an interpretive influence throughout. And those ideas,
themes, key words and concepts “pay off” in the other
various parts of the book, bringing little climaxes and
conclusions along the way. In turn, those various parts of
any book reorganize and redeploy those ideas, themes,
key words, and concepts to further the book’s larger
theological agenda on the way to its conclusion.
Why does this matter? Often, we chop up biblical
texts and read shorter passages (sometimes even just
a single verse) and interpret those shorter passages in
the abstract. We isolate those shorter passages and
therefore miss the significance of those larger book-wide
influences. But we need to see the entire ocean if we
are going to appreciate
how the streams are
flowing. That is, we need
to understand the entire
book—its structure, its
flow of thought—if we
are going to arrive at
a good understanding
of the whole book, and
equally any of its parts.
To do this, there is a
handful of important
steps. First, read the
entire book in one sitting.
We commonly read a
chapter or two, or even
sometimes less, and then
come back to the next
chapter the following day, or something like that. While
this sort of practice is great for meditating on some
details, when we do that, however, we miss the flow of
thought of the entire book. We “miss the forest for the
trees” as it is said. In focusing on the trees one by one,
we cannot see the beauty of the entire forest as the
many trees live together and relate to each other. Yet
in any given book of the Bible there are themes and
concepts and key words that the author plants in one
part that will pay off in another. Think of these as the
nutrients flowing from one part to another. Well, if there
is too big of a time delay between reading chapter 1
and, say, chapter 10, we will not see those connections.
Thus, reading a book in one sitting will help us make
connections through the book—follow the streams and
harvest the nutrients as it were. Yes, I mean even the
larger books like Luke or Romans or Job or the Psalms!
If reading so much at once is a big time-commitment,
it will be worth it in the end.
To take this even further you could even read the book
out loud. This brings two other human activities to the
task. In addition to reading and thinking, here
you will also be speaking and hearing. The
more bodily activities and senses we employ,
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the more opportunity there is for the content to stick
to our bones. Still more, find a friend or two and read
the book out loud together. This, in fact, is the way the
books of the Bible were first experienced—out loud, in
community, in their entirety. This sort of oral communal
whole-book experience, therefore, comes the closest
to the authors’ original aims.
Finally, however you read the entire book in one
experience—silently reading or out loud, alone or with
others—read slowly. Too often we can read really fast
and blaze through the words. But in such cases, have
we really read? Slow down and think. Jot down some
notes. Go back to a previous passage if you think you
want to re-read something. In fact, often we discern
the streams flowing through a book somewhere in the
middle or the end. And that, in turn, causes our minds
to go back to where we
remember (because we
are doing all this in one
sitting!) those streams
originated. It is as though,
the first parts of the book
become clear, not when
we are reading them,
but a few chapters later
as the book continues
to develop. But that is
okay if we are reading it
all at once and reading
slowly. The conclusion of
the book will, in the end,
tie things off in our minds.
So, my recommendation
is this. If you’re currently
reading a book of the Bible a little bit each day, that is
great! It’s very fruitful to dig into the details. But equally,
we have to see the streams flowing through book. So,
pause that reading. Make time to read the entire
book cover to cover in one sitting. If you can, read it
with someone else. Read it aloud. By all means, read
it slowly. Then you can go back to the regular reading
program a little bit each day. I guarantee, when you
return to digging into the details like that, you will see so
much more and benefit so much more!
Here is an example of this:
Genesis is all about “beginnings.” Not only does the
universe begin (as so clearly in verse 1), but it also
describes the beginning of God’s purposes in the
creation. And it narrates the beginning of sin that
disrupts those purposes, as well as (and here lies the
book’s greatest focus) the beginning of God’s plan
to restore those purposes. Notice in 1:28 it says God
“blesses” the first man and woman and gives them this
privilege and responsibility: “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” As
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Streams through the Bible (continued from page 8)

you read through Genesis in one sitting you will clearly
notice the repetition of the concept of “blessing” as
well as its obverse, “cursing.” Moreover, you will notice
the refrains of fruitfulness and multiplication as well
as concepts of “dominion” (kings, land possession,
etc.). Yet, there are all sorts of problems: some woman
cannot conceive and there are many resisting forces
to anyone’s kingly dominion (whether it is Adam, Noah,
Abraham or Joseph). All the while, the reader will
remember Genesis 3:15 where one “offspring” (another
commonly repeated phrase in Genesis!) will reverse
all these problems and restore that original creational
purpose to humanity. That concept of “offspring”, in
fact, acts like a stream running through the book tying
everything else together. Why do we care that Sarai
cannot conceive? What is it to us whether Abraham
might kill Isaac? Why are we interested in Joseph and his
brothers? These are not just timeless stories of common
human interest—as though our hearts naturally go out
to a woman who cannot conceive, or we just know that
murder is wrong, or we find in Joseph’s story shades of
our own families. Rather, these stories matter because
they are part of the unfolding drama of God’s design
for restoring all humanity to its original creational intent.
If the “offspring” is not born (Sarai’s story) or he is killed
(Abraham’s story), God’s purposes of restoration will fail!
And sin will remain a permanent destructive force against
all Genesis 1:28 envisions for humanity. But if Isaac is not
that ultimate “offspring” after all, and perhaps one of his
grandchildren is—Joseph looks like a great candidate as
the story unfolds—then the nearly-mortal attack on that
“offspring” and deportation from the land of promise are
more threats against God’s purposes in creation and
redemption. But in the end there is a beautifully poetic
twist when Judah—alas not Joseph after all—is given
the promise of dominion at the very end in 49:8–10! It is
then to Judah and his line of “offspring” we look as the
book closes. Judah and his tribe will bring the Genesis
3:15 salvation to humanity and restore us to our original
Genesis 1:28 place in the cosmos!
What we have done here is found the streams running
the ocean that is Genesis. These are the major ideas
inside of which the details of the text operate. That is, we
can now understand the individual stories of Genesis—
each unique and fascinating in their own right—as part
of this larger picture that Genesis 1:28, 3:15 and 49:8–10
decisively shape. This helps us then not atomize the
stories and read them in abstraction from each other,
and from the larger point of the book. Each story can
be understood as part and parcel contributing to filling
out the larger point of Genesis. Details of each story
remain important, and there are a lot of smaller points
Genesis makes along the way. But even those smaller
points need to be nestled inside the larger purposes of
the book. In the end, we will guard ourselves against
moralizing these stories, allegorizing the details and
twisting them out of their original contexts.
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Cross Training:
Building the Body of Christ

Worldviews Class begins Sunday,
July 9th at 9:30 AM
On July 9th we will begin a Cross Training class on
“Worldviews.” A worldview is the lens through which
people interpret life. Ever wonder how people can
think so differently than you? Well, they have a different worldview causing them to interpret things differently. It is vital for us to understand our own worldview,
but also the worldviews of others so that we can reach
out to them more effectively. For, if we can see where
people are coming from, then we can also see how
we can best direct them to Jesus. We will meet in the
upstairs youth area starting at 9:30 a.m. each
Sunday morning through September. Taught
by Nicholas Piotrowski. All are welcome.
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Summer at Covenant Foods

by Donna Kreke, Ministry Volunteer
Summer has arrived and it is fun to see the garden coming up again at
the church’s south entrance. Unfortunately, it doesn’t just happen on it’s
own. But, through the hard work of several of our volunteers, Covenant
Foods’ guests will have access to lots of healthy and fresh vegetables.
They look forward to this each year.
We decided to have our annual summer picnics each Tuesday in June
this year. Guests still saw a counselor and selected their food as usual.
But, before they left, they stopped by the picnic tables set up just outside our door for a hamburger or hotdog right off the grill, baked beans,
macaroni and cheese, and watermelon. This is a special treat for them
and they are so grateful. Five year old Abby, who was eating a hotdog
with her mom and baby sister, said, “This is delicious!”
Because of your generous donations and the careful, well thought
out spending by our ‘grocery shopper’, we started the summer months
well under our budget. This is a huge praise! So, we were able to add
hamburger back to our list of meat choices for our guests. Hamburger
had previously been removed because other meat choices were less
expensive. It may seem like a little thing, but hamburger is a favorite for
many guests. Yes, God is still interested in the small stuff.
The first Tuesday in June we had 42 guests; our highest number for
any week this year! Of those guests, 12 visited us for the first time. This is
exciting, not because it’s a high number, but each number represents
an individual, a couple, or a family that we can share the gospel with.
That week several people accepted Jesus as their Savior. It is amazing
and humbling to see how God continues to use this ministry to
further His Kingdom. Thanks to all for your continued giving,
serving, and praying.
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Backpack Donations

Covenant Foods will be
collecting back packs and
school supplies during the
month of July. They are given to our guest families with
children. Back to School is
an expensive time for our
families and this is just another way we can help them.
Thank you for your generous
giving and helping to do
the Lord’s work.
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Contact Information
Church Office: 317-255-6692
Fax: 317-257-9168
Website: NorthsideIndy.org
Editor: bcross@NorthsideIndy.org

Sunday Classes & Worship
Small Groups - 9:00 AM
Cross Training Classes - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:30 AM

Our Staff

Support Staff

Pastoral Staff

Karen White
kwhite@northsideindy.org
Children’s Ministry Director

Eric Martin
emartin@NorthsideIndy.org
Senior Pastor
John Reeder
jreeder@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Worship
Nicholas Piotrowski
nicholas@NorthsideIndy.org
Associate Pastor of Theological Development

Micah Langmaack
micah@NorthsideIndy.org
Facilities Manager
Jan Jeter
office@NorthsideIndy.org
Office Assistant
Barbara Cross
bcross@NorthsideIndy.org
Dir. of Communication/Office Admin

Sunday 9:00 AM
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Carter Class - D102
James 1:22 - D109
Living Stones - B203
Men’s Class - D112
Woessner Class - Fireside Room
Women’s Class - D113
Grades 7-12 - CLC Upstairs
Elementary - Kids Cove
Preschool - Various Rooms

Members’ Meeting: July 30

Join us on Sunday evening, July 30 at 5:00 PM in the Christian Life Center
for a pitch-in dinner and Members’ Meeting.
Several new families and individuals have shown an interest in learning
more about our ministry and vision at Northside and have completed the
Membership Matters class. Each of these have met with pastors to discuss
next steps to become a member. At our Members’ Meeting, prospective
new members will be presented to the congregation.

Sunday 9:30 AM

Teacher: Nicholas Piotrowski
meeting in the Assembly Room.

This is also the perfect time to hear regular announcements from ministry
teams. Our Stewardship Team keeps us up to date on our finances and the
Personnel and Ministry Placement Teams bring news and recommendations from time to time.
In addition to regular announcements, each Members’ Meeting features
persentations from ministry areas within the church such as Children’s,
Youth, Missions and Covenant Foods.
We are grateful the Lord is using Northside to spread the gospel in our community and around the world. Coming together as a body of believers on
a regular basis, both to learn and to embrace the vision to reach the lost,
keeps the body healthy and moving forward toward kingdom growth.
Please plan to join us on July 30th and keep praying for Northside!

Steinmeier: Sunday evenings
Fishers: Thursday evenings
Young Married: Wednesday evenings
Women (Fishers): Sunday lunch
Ravenswood: Friday evenings
Contact the office at 317-255-6692 if
you would like to join a group.

