As the changes to care for our brothers and sisters kicked in for Covid-19 , 


I watched what was a completely full schedule from the end of March, 



through Easter, 



and continued through the mission trip




disintegrate from my calendar.  

After Holy Week events being revisioned, 


getting the message from Heather 



that airline tickets had been cancelled 



was the heaviest blow to my heart.  

I should have spent this week blowing up air mattresses, 


putting away Costco orders, 


driving to Whitehorse, 


and helping Dyea Dave load his van up with a mission crew 



and all their luggage.  

This morning, 


I should be looking three solidly filled rows in our sanctuary, 



instead of completely empty seats.

But through this whole process, 


the Multnomah church has been like a hundred little Timothy moments, 



that have reminded us time and again 


that this is in God's hands, 


and that God will provide.  

That all the good that we normally do together 


is mainly because we have a loving and all powerful God.  

You were the first church to reach out and ask us, 


“How can we help, 



we know your cruise season might be decimated.”  


It was.  

Heather and Danny reached out time and again 


to make sure our church and I were doing okay.  

Heather sounded like Paul in verse 10 and 11, 


continually seeking that there might be a way clear for you to come to us.  

Each Saturday, 


our community has been the focus of concentrated prayer from you.  

We have received your generous gift 


to make sure the church continues to bless this community.  

You have been a reaffirmation 


that what God started 


will not come to an end 



just because of some worldwide pandemic.  

Just like Paul was strengthened to hear 


that despite only preaching for three weeks, 



the message had taken root among the Thessalonians.

That is where the message is easy to apply.  


Where it gets a little blurry is, 



who is helping who stand firm in their faith?  

Because as you may have heard in your mission Sunday's, 


people tend to come home saying, 



my faith was made stronger than anything I did from the trip.  

The beautiful thing about this relationship we have, 


is how symbiotic it is!  



How your love benefits from our love 



and vice versa.  

The trip Multnomah sponsors each year, 


has allowed us doors in which to grow our Sunday School ministry, 


our Date Night ministry, 



and connect with families in a new way.  


All the kids in town know my name,



 because they have come to hang out with your team.  

From the tales I hear and observed, 


our hosting 


and community has been integral in many of your Youth Groups faith walk, 


including the adult leaders.  


The different pace of life,



 the number of hours that youth have had access to a caring adult, 



have helped many teens walk through some difficult times.

We are so much stronger and better off


because of your time here 


and I am sure the same is true on your end.  

But as Dale Bruner has been quoted to our congregation many times, 


“You never graduate from the Jesus school.”  

And since you bring up mainly high schoolers, 


who continue to graduate 


and new 8th graders appear every year, 



there will always be a chance to supply what is lacking.  

We thank you that you have been a source of that for us in Skagway 


and we hope that we can continue to be that for you.

We join with you in praying the three part prayer of Paul in verse 11-13.  


May God clear the way for us to come to you.  



That would mean the pandemic is no longer raging.  


May our love increase 


and overflow for each other 



and for everyone else, 




just as ours does for you.  



God is still using this time, 




even if we can not be together in person.   



Let us use it well, 




just as we are today.  


Using what Satan intended as a barrier 



for us not just to connect with the Mission team this week, 



but the whole mission church body.  


May the Lord strengthen your hearts 



so the you will be blameless and holy 




in the presence of the Triune God when he comes.  

Remember that the Lord is the one doing the strengthening, 


not us, 


not you, 


not the mission trip.  

That is the only way to explain the relationship 


that grew out of that rough first meeting 12 years ago 



when we only had 2 youth come to the high school nights, 



to more high schoolers showing up 




than are in the High School.  

Thank you for being good news to us 


time and again 


over the past twelve years!

But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see us, just as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 
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