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Broadcast Times 
 

St John's Service @ 
Cable 97 & 991 
Mondays 11 AM  
St John's Service @ 
Cable 97 & 991 
Tuesdays 6:30 PM 

Watch anytime on the 
St. John’s App 
 
 

Worship Services  
(same service at all locations) 
Thursday 
6:30pm   Juneau Campus 
Saturday 
5:00pm   Horicon Campus 
Sunday 
8:00am   Juneau Campus 
9:30am   Salem-Lowell Campus 
10:30am  Juneau Campus 

 

Pastors 
David Brandt   608-343-2206 
Paul Schupmann    920-344-9839 
Joel Luetke    920-285-1351 
Sr. Asst. Matt Hatzung    612-386-6131 
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920-386-3313       920-386-3313    
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SALVATION UNTO US HAS COME 
  

The word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert.  3 He went 
into all the country around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins.  Luke 3:2-3 NIV84 

  

REMEMBER YOUR BAPTISM 
What are some of the titles that you proudly bear? Is it mom or dad? Doctor or 

CEO? Student or athlete? American or Wisconsinite? What about Christian or child 
of God?  I think it is safe to say that you’re not going to be writing your name down 
as “Christian John Doe”. Yet that is a title that many of us were first given when we 
were baptized. It is the most important name that we bear! 

John the son of Zechariah also known, as John the Baptist, had the joy and 
privilege of baptizing many of the people that came to him at the Jordan River. His 
ministry was important as he shared the Word of God. He called people to 
repentance. He performed baptisms that actually did something about those sins. It 
gave the forgiveness of sins! It made people children of God through the power of 
the Spirit. 

The same is true with us when we were baptized. God washed us clean from 
all our sins. God made us his children by bringing us to faith in Jesus. God declared 
us to be holy as he clothed us with Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 

While we may not remember that day when we were baptized or who did the 
baptizing the important thing is that were baptized in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit for the forgiveness of sins. Because attached to those 
words are the promises of God. Promises that will not be broken. Promises of life 
everlasting to all of God’s forgiven children. 

While our baptisms may not be included in our signatures, but they are 
something to remember everyday of our life. This is especially neat to remember as 
we come upon the celebration of Jesus’ birthday. We are able to celebrate the 
birthday of our brother. For we were adopted into God’s family the same way that 
John baptized the people of his day. 

  

Prayer: Dear Jesus thank you for washing me clean through the waters of holy 
baptism. Help me now to remember that I am your forgiven child in all that I say, 
think and do. Amen.  
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Promoting St. John’s School 
 
By Teresa Stowell 
 
Community members can expect to see more activities 
open to the public at St. John’s Lutheran School as the 
school’s promotion committee is becoming more active 
this year. Crystal Schultz, preschool teacher, is using her love of organizing events to help promote 
the school. 
 
“We want to showcase our school and show other families in the community what we can offer,” 
Schultz, chairwoman of the school’s promotion committee, said. “We’d like to see our school grow.” 
 
Schultz has been teaching at the school for the last six years. She also taught a few years before 
2013 but took time off to raise her children Emma, Owen, Autumn and Alyssa. She returned to 
teaching after they all entered school. 

 
“In my earlier years here, there was a promotions committee but the 
committee took a break for a while,” Schultz said. “We loved working 
with the committee and my husband, Steve, and I thought we should 
bring it back.” 
 
The committee led by Schultz includes school parents, teacher’s 
wives and church members. Anyone is welcome to be a part of the 
committee. It has been active for the past few years, but is really 

pushing forward this year and hopes to do even more in the future. 
 
The group kicked off the school year with Trunk or Treat, its first 
ever Halloween event. 
 
“It was such a great success. The weather was perfect, compared 
to how much it snowed later that week. God was looking out for 
us,” Schultz said. “We had a great turn out of people who came 
with decorated trunks and lots of children came through dressed 
up and we saw a lot of new faces.” 

 
The children collected candy at the 
trunks, then went in to have their picture taken, played games in the 
school and then did the raffle prizes. 
 
Schultz said there were over 100 children that came to the event. As 
winter settles in, the committee is in its final planning stages for its 
Christmas for Kids event. While Schultz led the Trunk or Treat event, 
another committee member, Erin Krebs, is leading the Christmas 
event.  
 
“The nice part of this committee is that there are other people who 
jump in to share the responsibilities,” Schultz said. “I can handle 
leading one big event but it’d be tough to take on all the others. We all 
work well together.” 
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This will be the third year of the Christmas for Kids event that 
will be held at the school on Saturday, Dec. 21, from 10:30 
a.m. to 12 p.m. Parents are welcome to drop their children off 
at the school where they will have a story time, snack, do a 
craft and a music activity.  

 
Children ages 3 to sixth grade are welcome at the event and 

are divided into age groups for the program.  
 
“Parents can go finish some Christmas shopping or even just stay home and wrap gifts all while the 
children are celebrating and learning about the birth of Jesus,” Schultz said.  
 
Shortly after Christmas, the committee will start planning their Easter for Kids program. The Easter 
program is led by committee member, Char Lober, and is similar to the Christmas for Kids event. At 
this event the parents stay with the kids while they have a devotion at the school gym, an egg hunt 
and then activities in the school. 
 
This will be the first year the committee has done all three events in one school year and they hope to 
continue that tradition. 
 
“We also hope to add other events for the school that may help the families get to know each other,” 
Schultz said.  
 

  

Register your child(ren) for Christmas for Kids on the St. John’s app or 
on our website, www.stjohnsdodgecounty.com 

You can also signup to volunteer to help with the event on the St. 
John’s app or in the narthex. 

http://www.stjohnsdodgecounty.com/
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ST. JOHn’S nEWS 
 

Welcome to WELS’ C19 program, an effort to 
reach more than a million souls with the gospel 
prior to and on Christmas Eve. That probably 
sounds ambitious. But, consider this: a year ago 
we set the goal of reaching a million souls 
through our C18 effort. The response from WELS 
congregations was remarkable. We estimate that 
as many as 1.2 million souls were invited to hear 
the Christmas message. This demonstrates just how large an impact the people of the WELS 
can have when our efforts are directed toward a common goal and those efforts are blessed 
by the Lord. But every congregation will want to find ways to encourage its members to be 
engaged in personally inviting their unchurched friends, neighbors, and co-workers to join 
them for worship this Christmas. Why? Because it has been shown by study after study that 
the unchurched are far more likely to accept a personal invitation to attend church. One final 
encouragement: A recent survey found that 80% of unchurched adults would seriously 
consider accepting an invitation, extended by a friend, to attend a Christmas Eve service. C19 
seeks to encourage every member of our WELS family 
to do just that.  We have extra postcards in the narthex 
you can use to invite your family and friends.  Please 
take a few and share them. 

 

  

Thank you to all of the donors that came 
and gave blood during our blood drive on 
Friday, November 8, 2019.  Our goal for the 
day was 60 units and we did 55 units, 
AWESOME JOB!   

Thank you to Gretchen Last for getting all 
the blood drive signs up and all of the 
advertising put in the paper and on the 
radio. 

Thank you to the volunteers that helped 
during the blood drive doing registration, 
canteen and assisting the donors. 

Thank you also to all that donated food and 
treats for the drive. 

I hope to see you all again at our next blood 
drive which is scheduled for Friday, March 
6, 2020 from 1-6 p.m. 

Thanks again, 

Blood Drive Committee 

Candy Bag Donations:  
We are accepting donations 
of candy and/or money for 
the Christmas candy bags 
that are given to the 
children on Christmas Eve. 
If you would like to 
participate, there will be a 
free-will offering on the 
weekends of December 1 & 
8.  Members are also 
welcome to donate candy for 
the Christmas bags during 
that time.  Thank you!  
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There will be a joint Advent Service on 
Wednesday, December 4th at 7:00 PM 
with St. Stephen and Good Shepherd in 
Beaver Dam and our congregation.  This 
year, it will be hosted by Good Shepherd 
Lutheran Church in Beaver Dam.  The 
service will be a special reflective 
Advent Service with special choirs and 
sermonettes.  Also, please come and join 
us for some desserts and fellowship after 
the service.   Please join us as we prepare 
our hearts for our coming Messiah.   

Joint Advent Service 
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Cookies   Cookies   Cookies 

Calling all Bakers!!! 
On Monday, December 9th, the Ladies Aid will be 
delivering cookies to our shut-ins beginning at 
8:00AM in the church basement.  We are looking 
for volunteers to assemble, package, decorate, 
and deliver the cookies for over 50 shut-ins.  How 
can I help?  We are accepting cookie and bar 
donations, soft homemade and soft store-bought 
candy (with no nuts please), and caramel corn, 
etc.  If you have any questions, please contact 
Geraldine Bischoff at 386-3356 or Marianne 
Zastrow at 386-4465.  Thank you so much and so 
do the shut-ins! 

Also, if you know of anyone who would 
appreciate a cookie package this Christmas 
season who is not a shut-in, please contact 
Geraldine.   

Church Closing Information  
inclement weather 

How do I know if church is cancelled due to 
weather?   
Please check these places 

1.  St. John’s app notification 

2.  St. John’s website homepage 

3.  NBC Madison 

4.  WBEV and WXRO Radio 

5.  WTMJ4 Milwaukee 
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St. John’s Piano & Jr. Choir Recital 
December 2nd, 1:30pm 
@ Juneau Public Library 

 

St. John’s School Music Concert 

December 16th, 1:30 pm & 7:00pm 

@ St. John’s School Gym 

 

If you have difficulty hearing, we have a hearing loop 
installed at the Juneau Campus. Simply turn your hearing 

aid setting to “T” and it should pick up the frequency. If you 
don’t have that setting on your hearing aid or don’t have a 

hearing aid but need help listening to the service, there are a 
limited number of listening devices that you can pick up in 
the narthex. An usher will be able to help you locate them.  

 

ZUMBA K GROUP 
Extended for 2 more weeks!!! 
December 4 @ 5:45pm 
December 11 @ 6:00 pm 
 
Join us for fun and fitness with Zumba – beginner to advanced – 
everyone welcome! 
 
Wear comfortable clothes and shoes.  
We’ll meet St. John’s Juneau Campus’s lower level. 
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The Ladies of St. John’s and their friends & family are invited to join us for a special 

Advent by Candlelight 
Sunday, December 8th  

6:00 PM 

Table Hostesses for Advent By Candlelight 
Sunday, December 8th at 6pm 

We are looking for 6-8 ladies to volunteer to be a 
hostess at our upcoming Advent by Candlelight.  
A hostess will provide a table setting of dessert 
plates and napkins (cups are optional) for 8 
ladies and provide a dessert to share.  The 
tablecloths and the advent wreath centerpieces 
will be provided.  Please sign-up  in the narthex if 
interested and contact Heide Brandt if you have 
any questions 989-574-5976.   

 



13 
 

  
Adopt a Seminary Family 
 
The St. John’s Ladies Aid will again be sponsoring a seminary family 
this Christmas and we want to invite you, the members of St. John’s, to 
be a part of this special Christmas gifting! We have been given the 
name of a deserving family by the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary staff 
(this couple has 2 small children – 18 mos and 1 mos) and we asked 
them for a wish list. Below you will see the communication we received 
from the Welchs as well as their wish list. To participate, purchase any 
item(s) off the list, wrap it, include a card with Christmas wishes if you 
like or it can be anonymous, and bring it to church no later than Sunday, 
December 15th. There will be a drop box in the St. John’s Juneau 
narthex. What a blessing it is to be able to help this young family 
working on their way into the ministry! 
  
(Message from Thomas and Grace Welch) 
Thank you again for reaching out. We can’t even tell you how much we 
appreciate it! We are so blessed. 
  
Below is a wishlist! 
-Disposable diapers (all sizes) 
-Bum Genius Freetime All-in-One Cloth Diapers 
-Double A batteries 
-Art supplies (finger paint, pipe cleaners, stickers, foam, etc.) 
-Glass food storage containers 
-Tickets for fun activities (zoo, museum, etc.) 
-iPhone chargers 
-Mac Book charger 
-Blue light blocking glasses (we’ve been getting headaches from  
looking at our computers while doing work) 
-18month boys fleece sweatshirt 
-3 month boys fleece sweatshirt 
-18month boys footie pajamas 
-Size 5 toddler boys slippers 
-Plastic storage bins for organizing toys 
-a sled :) 
-Children’s CDs for the car 
-Any sort of gift card, especially for groceries,  
helps a ton. We try to eat as healthy as possible  
on a budget! 
  
Thank you so much!!! 
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Helping those in Need 
Do you know a family in need this Christmas season?  Are you in need of some extra 
help this Christmas?   

St. John’s is making a “Giving Tree” this Christmas for those in need in our community.  
If you or someone you know would like some extra help to make this Christmas extra 
special, please contact Pastor Schupmann with the specifics of a gift, clothing sizes, 
etc.  All requests will be kept confidential.  In December, our members will have the 
opportunity to purchase those needed items and they will be delivered prior to 
Christmas.  Please email your requests to Pastor Schupmann at 
pschupmann@stjohnsjuneau.org.   

 

 

 

Would you like to help those in our community who are in need 
this Christmas?  St. John’s will have a Giving Tree during December.  
Needy members in our community have submitted gift requests 
and St. John’s will place tags onto the tree specifying certain gift 
requests.  Our members may take a tag from an anonymous family 
and purchase or donate money for the requested item on the tag.   

“‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’”  (Matthew 25:40 
NIV) 

 

 

 

Would you like to show appreciation and give some encouraging words 
to our Called Workers this Christmas Season with a card?  St. John’s 
has a Christmas card box in the back of church to place your cards into.  
We thank God for all our called workers and all they do to share Jesus 
with us and our school children.   

Who are our called workers?  Pastor David Brandt, Pastor Joel Luetke, 
Pastor Paul Schupmann, Senior Assistant Matt Hatzung, Principal Rick 
Cody, Teacher Suzi Colantonio, Teacher Nikki Gunst, Teacher Michel 
Krebs, Teacher Matt Lober, Teacher Crystal Schultz, and Teacher 
Rebecca Zellmer.   
  

mailto:pschupmann@stjohnsjuneau.org
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Tips for Less Stress during 
the Holidays 
Christmas can be a very stressful time. It is a 
frenzied season full of expectations and 
obligations. Decorations need to be put up, 
baking has to be done, presents have to be 
purchased and relatives must be visited. It is 
quite possible that in a season where you should experience peace and joy you may miss out on all of it. Here 
are some steps you can take to manage your stress this Christmas season. 

1. Establish Your Priorities - This is the time when we celebrate the birth of the Savior of the world. Whatever 
else may beckon for your attention the most important thing is the spiritual. Because of Jesus we can know 
inner peace, joy greater than mere happiness and learn to love others as Christ loves us. We can have hope 
knowing God has a purpose and plan for our lives. All of this is because Jesus was born. 

2. Have Realistic Expectations - We all want the season to be filled with happiness but the reality is that may 
not be possible. There are factors beyond our control that can negatively impact any Christmas celebration. Job 
loss, health issues, family problems do not disappear because it is Christmas. Be prepared that things may not 
turn out exactly the way you want or expect. 

3. Keep Spending Under Control - Establishing a budget for Christmas is crucial to managing stress. Knowing 
how much you can afford and sticking to your budget will make your holiday a whole lot better. Spend only 
what you have saved for buying presents and avoid using credit cards. 

4. Ask For Help - If you feel overwhelmed with all that you have to do ask others to help you. Being a martyr 
will not make your holiday better. Let the people who care about you know that your stress level is too high and 
ask for their assistance to get everything done. 

5. Continue Healthy Habits - Your schedule can get pretty jumbled during the holidays. It is easy to let certain 
positive habits slip away. Exercising is a proven stress reducer and should be done consistently throughout the 
Christmas season. Getting enough sleep is crucial to looking and feeling your best. As tempting as it is, don't 
overdue it with too much eating or drinking. 

6. Have Some Fun - Make sure to have time for the things you truly enjoy at Christmas. Do the fun stuff this 
season provides. Whether that is a favorite holiday movie, special tree lighting, caroling, feeding the homeless 
or trip to the city those activities should be highlights of your Christmas season. 

7. Remember The Reason - After all the parties, shopping and events Christmas is the celebration of the birth 
of Jesus. His teachings and His example are what we should follow. 
Showing God's love to others, serving those in need and giving is 
what Christmas really is. Wrap up your Christmas season at a 
Christmas service and you will truly experience a less stress 
Christmas.    Article from www.christianpost.com 
Christmas Blessings from St. John’s  
         Nurse Parish Ministry 
 

Next date for Blood 
Pressure checks is 
Sunday, December 

15th between services 
at St. John’s. 
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St. John’s Shut-Ins 
Are you willing to spread some Christmas cheer?  How about sending a card to our Shut-Ins?  Feel free to send 

them some encouragement this Christmas Season.   
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St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 Bev Gullickson 

salem@stjohnsjuneau.org  

Office Hours: Thursday morning 9:30 – 10:30 a.m. in the Juneau office 

Other hours as needed 
 

Hello to my fellow sisters and brothers in Christ! I am in my first year as the campus secretary for the Salem-
Lowell campus. I originally started as a secretary for Salem Lutheran Church before the merge. Starting this 
past spring my duties were revised. What do I do now? 
 

Worship Preparation and Attendance. 

Unless there is an exception, such as holidays, I am in the Juneau office on 
Thursdays and pick up the worship folders and any other material for the 
Salem-Lowell campus. At the church I remove any past worship folders and 
set out the new ones, update the bulletin boards as necessary, set out Bible 
Class material, and make note of anything that needs to be replenished, 
such as The Welcome.  
 

On Sundays I collect the sheets from the friendship registers at Salem-Lowell 
and record the attendance in Servant Keeper, St. John’s church software 
program. 
 

Liaison between the Juneau and Salem-Lowell campuses.  

If someone needs to contact someone regarding the Salem-Lowell campus 
or find out information about the campus, I can assist. Conversely, I can also 
assist anyone who needs to contact someone at the Juneau campus or 
would like information regarding that campus. 
 

Projects. 

Sometimes projects will pop up that need my assistance, such as special 
mailings. (This is besides occasionally baking cinnamon rolls, brownies, etc. to sustain the energy of office 
personnel.  ) 
 

Other tasks as needed.  

These tasks are determined by the pastoral or Juneau office staff. I’m there to help. 

 

 

Campus Secretary, Salem-Lowell 
 

Photo:  Gary and Bev Gullickson 



21 
 

 

 

Contribution Manager 

St. John’s Lutheran Church 

Juneau  Salem-Lowell  Horicon 

Jenifer Hirschfeld 

contributionmanager@stjohnsjuneau.org 

Hello!  I am blessed to be serving as St. John’s 
Contribution Manager.  I joined the St. John’s office 
team in 2018 and work 3-6 hours per week in the 
church office.  I enjoy using my financial background 
to assist the members, employees and called workers 
of St. John’s Lutheran Church.  Some of my 
responsibilities as Contribution Manager include: 

Entering Offerings: 
 Together with the Financial Secretary, we 
generate a weekly report summarizing all funds 
received by the church.  The report includes monies 
received in offering envelopes, electronic giving, free 
will offerings, benevolences, memorials, special gifts, 
etc.  As Contribution Manager, I enter the offering 
totals into our Church’s database as well as the Church’s accounting software. 

Preparing Contribution Statements: 
 At the end of each calendar year, I assist in generating year end contribution statements.  Statements 
are also provided throughout the year to members of our congregation requesting an update on their giving.   

Accounts Payable: 
 Each week, I assist the Church Treasurer by entering and organizing all bills and invoices received by 
the church.   

Other Duties: 
 I also prepare various financial reports as needed.  During the church audit, I provide documents and 
information requested by the audit team.  Our office team is continually working together to ensure all three 
campuses are running smoothly.    

 

  

Photo:  Luke, Jen, Noah, Evan, and Isaac Hirschfeld 

mailto:contributionmanager@stjohnsjuneau.org
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Communications Director 

St. John’s Lutheran Church:  Juneau, Salem-Lowell, Horicon 

Rachel Tolkinen 
church@stjohnsjuneau.org 

Hours:  Monday-Friday mornings at the Juneau Campus 

Greetings!  I have the privilege of being in my fourth year as St. John’s 
Communications Director.  I thoroughly enjoy working with the members of St. 
John’s and the called workers.  Well, you may be wondering what a 
Communication Director does?  Look at the list below to learn more. 

 Announcements:  As Communications Director, I am your one-stop place 
for advertising any announcements to our three campuses.   
 Newsletter:  The WELCOME is the monthly newsletter for our congregation.  
It includes all the upcoming events, calendars, news articles, etc.  It is available online, 
through email, on the St. John’s app, and paper copies are available at our campuses.   
 Calendars:  Our church monthly calendar and school monthly calendar are found in the WELCOME newsletter.  
The monthly church calendar and school calendar are available under the church tab and the school tab on our website 
and on our app.  On our church website’s homepage, (www.stjohnsdodgecounty.com) the google calendar combines 
both the church and school calendars.   
 Hymn Requests & Flower Donations:  Would you like to request a special hymn or give flowers on the altar in 
honor of a special occasion or memorial?  Please contact our Juneau Campus at least 2 weeks before the requested date 
for any special requests.  
 Worship Service Design (liturgy, hymns, formatting - per pastoral approval):  A major portion of a 
Communication Director’s position is to put together the weekly service bulletin.  I insert into the bulletin the hymns, 
Bible readings, liturgy, etc.  I check and recheck the formatting so that the bulletin is easy to read and contains all the 
parts of the liturgy.  I also report the hymns we sing to our music licensing company and oversee our graphic’s licenses 
so we are following all licensing rules in our communications.  I give the bulletin to the organists and pastors so they can 
prepare for their services.  
 App:  The new St. John’s app is a whole new adventure!  It is downloadable for free at your app store.  Check it 
out!  The app contains the latest bulletins, newsletters, calendars, numerous devotions including Vicar Hatzung’s Family 
Devotions, signup sheets, online giving, sermons, staff contact information, etc.  The purpose of the app is to keep all 
our members up-to-date and give them personal Bible Study opportunities no matter which campus they worship at.  
 Website:  Our church’s website is considered our “new front door”.  We want our website to be up-to-date and 
contain all the necessary information our members and visitors require.  Many prospects will look at our website before 
they come into our building.  Therefore, we want the information to be relevant and give our visitors an idea of what to 
expect in our services prior to their arrival.   
 Printing:  Not only does a Communications Director put together the newsletter and bulletins and upload them 
onto our website and app, but I also print the paper copies as well.  I, along with others in our congregation, work with 
our copy machine and its contract to be sure our materials are printed in a cost-effective way. 
 Promotion/Flyers:  One of the creative aspects of a Communication Director’s position is to design or oversee 
any promotion/flyer materials.  There are a handful of people in our congregation who enjoy designing promotional 
materials, so we work as a team to design the materials and distribute them to our congregation and communities. 
 Other Duties:  In a church office, other duties “pop up” regularly.  We work together as a team to be sure that 
our members can rely on their office staff to help our church to run smoothly.  Sometimes this entails organizing a closet 
or emptying a trash can, sometimes it is creating a signup sheet or an online registration form, sometimes it’s relaying 
phone messages, assisting those who stop by the office or putting together a church directory.  No matter what “pops 
up”, I, along with all our St. John’s office staff, are willing to serve in any way.    

Photo:  Nick, Rachel, Abigail, 
Anna and April Tolkinen 

http://www.stjohnsdodgecounty.com/
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Campus Secretary – Juneau & Horicon 

Becky Zimmerman 
office@stjohnsjuneau.org 

Hours: Monday & Wednesday 9:00 am – Noon; Tuesday & Thursday 1:00 – 3:00pm 
At the Juneau Campus 

Greetings everyone! I have had the pleasure of serving as the Juneau/Horicon Campus 
Secretary for just a little over a year now. That means I am no longer considered a “rookie” 

but I have quite a way to go before becoming an accomplished veteran! 

A campus secretary’s main focus is on the members 
of St John’s:  
 assist those who stop by, call or email the 

office 
 prepare the friendship registers & record 

worship attendance  
 update members’ contact information 
 compile the birthday and anniversary lists for 

the WELCOME 
 record official sacred acts - 2020 we will start a 

joint system  
 handle changes in membership at the direction 

of the Board of Elders and Pastors 
 official contact for all prayer requests 
 provide assistance to Elders & Pastors in caring for the flock  

 
Administrative services are also a part of the campus secretary’s duties: 
 manage the day to day office operations 
 assemble reports for church council and voters’ meeting packets 
 maintain the congregation’s business files at the direction of church leadership 
 prepare synod and congregational statistical reports 
 receive and process memorials, gifts and freewill offerings 
 order office & worship supplies as needed 
 write thank you notes/letters on behalf of the congregation 
 assist pastors with schedules and membership visits such as hospital, shut-ins, funeral visits 

and other appointments as needed   
  

I, along with all the St John’s office staff meet on a regular basis to make sure we are 
prepared for all worship opportunities, upcoming activities and projects that occur 

throughout the year as directed by the church leadership and the Pastors. We support each 
other by using our God-given gifts and abilities to help our church run smoothly. We enjoy 
visiting with and serving you, our St John’s family, as we work together to carry out the 

mission of the church. 
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since 

you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord 
Christ you are serving” Colossians 3:23-24 

Photo:  Gary, Becky, Jacob and Evan Zimmerman 

mailto:office@stjohnsjuneau.org
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St. John’s Lutheran School 
Carol Leissring 

school@stjohnsjuneau.org 
Hours: Monday-Thursday, 7:30 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Fridays – All day.  

 
Hello all! I am the School Secretary here at St. John’s School. This school year is my 24th year of serving St. 
John’s in this capacity. What started out as assisting Mr. Schultz with various office duties has grown into what 
I do on a daily basis now.   I have watched my daughters graduate from St. John’s School, high school, college, 
and get married in those 24 years. Time has flown! I do enjoy serving St. John’s School and God has truly 
blessed me and my family!  
Here is a synopsis of what I do in the school office: 
 

Start of the School Year: 
 Registration packets for home visits.  
 Registration Day: Work with Mr. Cody collecting money, assisting 

parents facilitating installment plans if needed, and answering any 
questions. 

 Work with Mr. Cody updating Power School to get it ready for the 
school year. 

 Once all forms and money are collected from registration, all needs to 
be organized. 

 Check the immunizations of our school children to make sure they 
comply with the State of Wisconsin regulations. Send notifications to 
parents if immunizations are needed. 

During the School Year: 
 Assist the teachers any way I can in the day-to-day running of the 

school. This may entail making copies, going into a classroom to supervise, making phone calls to 
parents, emailing parents, etc. 

 Answer the phone, greet visitors, and talk to parents when they come into the office with questions. 
 Monitor the entrance of school and screen the requests to enter the school (doorbell) during school 

hours. 
 Assist with the practicing of fire drills, tornado drills, and school safety drills. 
 Dispense medication to school children as directed by the doctor and the parents. 
 Work with Mr. Cody on Power School items needed which includes report cards. 
 Communicate the honor roll or any photos to the newspapers. 
 Organize food or beverages needed for school concerts, or other school functions. 
 Help the athletic directors in any way – organizing the basketball uniforms, rosters for the sports 

teams, concession money, admission money for the basketball games and tournaments. This includes 
being available for basketball games held at our school which includes the B team tournaments held on 
two Saturdays in January and February. 

 Help the musical directors – print tickets and programs, sell the tickets, take photos, and any other 
help needed to put on the musical production. 

School Secretary 

Photo:  Rick & Carol Leissring 
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 Take photos and put the school yearbook together. 
 Coordinate three Clothing orders – take the orders, payments and get the orders to our clothing 

supplier. 
 Any other projects or tasks that need to be done. 

End of the School Year: 
 Organize the School Picnic – Get volunteers for grilling and serving the food. Getting the food and 

beverages. 
 Print diplomas for the graduates. 
 Awards Banquet – Take in the reservations, organize all the awards, print the certificates, programs, 

and help at the banquet.   
Monthly: 
 Mr. Cody and I work together taking in all the money that comes into school. This includes recording it 

into the various spreadsheets needed to keep track of everything. This includes school payments, 
Mission money, field trip payments, Eagle Care payments, Before and After School Care payments, 
lunch order money, gift collections for coaches, concession money, musical tickets, and any other 
money coming into school. 

 School Calendar – in paper and electronic form which includes updating the Google calendar which can 
be found on our church website. 

 Work with Mrs. Schultz tracking attendance, hours, and billing for the Eagle Care and Before and After 
School Care programs. 

 Prepare monthly billing statements for those families who are paying school on an installment plan. 
This includes registration, family, preschool, Eagle Care, & Before and After School Care fees. 

 Hot lunch orders. I send home the orders on a monthly basis, collect them along with the payments, 
tally them for each restaurant, deposit the money, get the orders to the restaurants, and dispense the 
food when it comes to school. 

Weekly: 
 Empty the Family Envelopes on Monday and collect all that is sent back to school from the parents. 
 Fill the Family Envelopes on Fridays with any communication that is needed to go home to the families 

from hot lunch orders, classroom newsletters, sports schedules, and any other items needed to go 
home. 

 I prepare the Eagle Claw on a weekly basis. This is our main communication tool we use to keep the 
parents up-to- date as to the schedules and events going on at school. The Eagle Claw goes home on 
Fridays in paper form and is also emailed to those parents who want it communicated to them in that 
form. 

 Run off the Chapel items needed for the presenters and children.  
 Weekly deposit of money on Fridays. 

In closing, I do enjoy what I do here at St. John’s School. It is never boring! We are a family of believers and our 
school centers around a Christ centered education. That in itself is why I love working here. I do work with 
great teachers! It is a wonderful place to work and it is a pleasure to serve the Lord and our families in any way 
I can!  

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you 
will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Colossians 3:23,24 
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Special Events Director 

St. John’s Ev. Lutheran Church 

Juneau  Salem-Lowell  Horicon 

Char Lober 
volunteer@stjohnjuneau.org 

920-386-4785 or 920-219-0122 

Greetings!  My name is Char Lober.  I work 6 hours a week from my home.  This is my first year as an official staff 
member serving as a Special Events Director.  I enjoy helping people develop their volunteer skills in serving their Savior. 

 

Below is a list of ways I have the opportunity to serve at St. John’s.   

Coordinate Volunteers:  In the last 6 months, most of my 
time has been dedicated to creating a regular schedule for 
various volunteer positions.  This includes ushers, greeters, 
communion assistants, Welcome mailers, nursery helpers, 
etc.  

VBS:  Over the past 12 years, I have enjoyed coordinating 
Vacation Bible School.  I work with the pastor to recruit 
teachers and volunteers, advertise the date, arrange 
Dodgeland Summer School transportation, meet with the 
sub-committees, coordinate with the Juneau Rec 
Department for choosing a date for VBS, etc. 

SCRIP Coordinator:  I have served in a lead role in the St. 
John’s SCRIP program since its creation in 2006.  It is currently a volunteer position with 
numerous weekly and monthly duties.  This program greatly benefits our church, school 
and school families. 

School Promotion Committee:  This committee creates awareness of our school in the Dodgeland community.  We do 
this through Trunk or Treat, Christmas for Kids and Easter for Kids.  My roles in these events range from being the 
coordinator to being an assistant and behind-the-scenes volunteer.    

Various Events:  In the past, I had the privilege of arranging and coordinating the District Pastors Conference, Ladies Aid 
parties, Lenten Reflections and numerous Lenten meals.  I also organize or help to organize the Christmas Caroling, 
volunteers for canvassing (Praise & Proclaim), breakfasts for LLHS and LPS students and will assist various boards by 
finding volunteers for special projects.   

Church Picnic/Meals:  I have coordinated or assisted with various Church Picnics, New Member Dinners and Super 
Bowling, anniversary meals and our Welcome Home dinner. 

I am thankful that God has given me the opportunity to use my God-given management skills and interpersonal skills to 
accomplish these tasks.  I enjoy special events and strive for them to be well done and organized to the glory of God.  
Working with volunteers is a joy as is engaging and networking with local organizations in the community to create a St. 
John’s presence.  I work closely with our pastors, office staff, teachers, and volunteers so that events run as smoothly as 
possible.  My prayer is that these events will allow our school and church family to grow as we walk this earthly life 
together. 

Photo:  Matt & Char Lober 
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Volunteers 

 
 
 

A BIG thank you to all of our volunteers at all three campuses!  St. John’s wouldn’t function if 
it wasn’t for all of people who serve in both large and small roles!  Below is a list of our 

volunteers for October.  If you have any questions regarding this list or would like to volunteer 
yourself, please call/text Char at 920.219.0122(cell) or 920.386.4785(home) or 

volunteer@stjohnsjuneau.org.  
 

 *** Just a reminder that serving counts towards your high schooler’s volunteer hours! 
 
Greeters @ Juneau Campus 
12/1  8:00 AM Bob & Mary Rist 
  10:30 AM Gary & Jen Thiel 
12/8   8:00 AM Bob & Karen Bischoff, Betty Schultz 
  10:30 AM Dan & Phyllis Wegener, Mohr family 
12/15 8:00 AM Carol Soldner, Char Lober, Gary & Becky Zimmerman 
  10:30 AM Geraldine Bischoff, Elaine Cox, Brenda Saugstad 
12/22 8:00 AM Bonnie Sell, Phyllis Wegener 
  10:30 AM Mel Saeger, Delores Gentz, Russ & Barb Ridge 
12/29 8:00 AM Matt & Char Lober, Paul & Sharon Schmidt 
  10:30 AM Rebecca Rennhack and family, Earl & Diane Pamperin 
 
Communion Assistants – Juneau Campus 
12/8  8:00 AM Rick Cody, Harold Zastrow, Mike Krebs, Dave Meister 
12/8 10:30 AM Earl Pamperin, Royce Cox, Steve Schultz, Luke Hirschfeld 
12/22 8:00 AM Dave Gerbitz, Art Mittlestadt, Chuck Wolfram, Paul Schmidt 
12/22 10:30 AM Randy Mohr, Russ Ridge, Marty Weinheimer, Mel Saeger 
12/29 8:00 AM Ben Gentz, Matt Lober, Paul Schmidt, Tim Weisensel 
12/29 10:30 AM Kevin Schultz, Nate Zank, Darris Wasmund,  Paul Lepple 
 
Nursery Helpers for Communicants 
12/8 8:00 AM Michel Krebs, Emily Krueger 
12/8 10:30 AM Miranda Mohr 
12/22 8:00 AM Abigail Tolkinen 
12/22 10:30 AM Miranda Mohr 
12/29 8:00 AM TBA 
12/29 10:30 AM Miranda Mohr 
 
Altar Guild 
Juneau Campus: Ginny Koch, Joyce Schmidt 
Salem-Lowell Campus: 12/8 Susie Kohn, Pam Leistico 
    12/22 Dawn Becker 
    12/29 Bev Gullickson 
 
 

mailto:volunteer@stjohnsjuneau.org
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Welcome Mailers 
Shirley Luetke, Bev Weinheimer, Deb Wolter, Joan Klug, Teri Borchardt, Jim Bublitz 
 
Ushers @ Juneau & Salem-Lowell Campus 
12/1  8:00 AM Rick Bassette, Ralph Kaul 
  9:30 AM Kevin Schoeffel, Kevin Borth, Bill Borth, Ralph Guderian 
  10:30 AM Tom Selchert, Wayne Braunschweig, Connor Recklau 
12/5  6:30 PM Neil Foch, Bob Gerbitz 
12/8   8:00 AM Joel Pitzlin, Bob Sette, Bob Koch, Shaun Panetti, Jay Panetti 
  9:30 AM Craig Shoemaker, Kevin Borth, Bill Borth, Ralph Guderian 
  10:30 AM Jerry Stolzman, Bob Henken, Dennis Lisko, Mike Schall, Kevin Schall 
12/12 6:30 PM Lee Weis, Dylan Stegner 
12/15 8:00 AM Chuck Wolfram, Kevin Voigt, Bruce Soldner, Josh Soldner, Nick Voigt 
  9:30 AM Ken Leistico, Kevin Borth, Bill Borth, Ralph Guderian 
  10:30 AM Royce Cox, Pete Bischoff, Rick Leissring, Dave Schultz 
12/19 6:30 PM Joel Bischoff 
12/22 8:00 AM Bob Rist, Bob Sell, Steve Weinheimer, Bob Affeld, John Hoffman 
  9:30 AM Matt Yuenger, Kevin Borth, Bill Borth, Ralph Guderian 
  10:30 AM Keith Weinheimer, Andy Gentz, Eugene Gentz 
12/23 1:30 PM Curt Ninmann team & Dale Marks team 
12/24 6:30 PM(J) Curt Ninmann team & Dale Marks team 
  6:30 PM(L)Ken Leistico, Kevin Schoeffel, Craig Shoemaker, Donald Gibson, Matt  
   Yuenger 
12/25 9:00 AM(J) Curt Ninmann team & Dale Marks team 
  9:30 AM(L) Ken Leistico, Kevin Schoeffel, Craig Shoemaker, Donald Gibson, Matt  
   Yuenger  
12/29 8:00 AM Curt Ninmann, Art Mittlestadt, Tim Girioux  
  9:30 AM Donald Gibson, Kevin Borth, Bill Borth, Ralph Guderian 
  10:30 AM Dale Marks, Randy Mohr, Tom Schuster, Cole Schuster, Lyle Poch,  
   Sam Marks, Tim Marks  
 
 

  

This year, we at St John’s, tried a different process for handing out the 2020 envelopes, 
commitment cards and time and talent forms. This process was made so much easier 

because of all our volunteers. We truly could not have done this without your expertise 
and we offer our heartfelt thanks for giving of your time and talents in serving the Lord 
and your fellow St John’s family members. Whether you attended the training session, 
said “yes” to serving in some way, or committed to a specific day and time, we thank 
you! May the Lord continue to bless our congregation, as we as a family of believers, 

find other ways to “answer the call” to serve here at St John’s! 
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St. John’s Lutheran School 
402 S. Main St., Juneau, WI 53039 
Richard E. Cody, Principal 
rcody@stjohnsjuneau.org  
School Phone 386-4644 
December, 2019 
 

“Walk by Faith”  “We walk by faith, not by sight.”  2 Corinthians 5:7 

Board of Education News  
• Our school enrollment is at 105 students in Grades PK-8. 
• We were able to have our first Trunk or Treat event here at St. John’s, Juneau on Sunday, October 27.  

We had wonderful weather and a wonderful turnout for the event.  Thank you to all the helpers  and 
volunteers! 

• We are putting the finishing touches on the school accolade sheet with the assistance of Mrs. 
Schupmann. 

• Mr. Preskar is working and consulting with Nate Zank and the trustees on the storage for the back-
hallway plan. 

• The first draft for the teaching projections for 2020-21 was shared and discussed.  No changes or 
shifting of teaching is planned at this time. 

• Pertaining to the St. John’s Church App, the BOE with the input from the teachers and parents of St. 
John’s will be studying and planning what school related items will be placed on the app. 

• With the merger preparations, the BOE is going to review their duties and responsibilities.  We will be 
looking to see if we need more members on the board to complete these responsibilities and duties. 

• The recommendations from LES Committee were reviewed for St. John’s Student Assistance.  A total of 
$1,706.43 was extended to three families who applied for assistance.   

• The PK and K Open House for March 1, 2020 will be moved to March 8, 2020 due to a scheduling 
conflict. 

• The BOE had discussion on the SCRIP Program and the Christmas Eve Candy Bag planning.  There will 
be more planning and discussions on these topics in the near future. 

 
Some school Information – 

• Pastor Brandt is encouraging families with students in eighth grade and in high school to consider 
having their child attend the WELS International Youth Rally at the University of Tennessee – Knoxville 
on June 23-26, 2020. 

• We had a very good collection of food donations that was taken to the Food Pantry in Horicon on 
Saturday, November 23.  Thank you to the families who made donations to our November Food Drive! 

• Please continue to keep our Sunday School Teacher Erica Thiel in your prayers.  She is facing some 
difficult health challenges.  May God give her comfort and strength. 

• A special “Christmas for Kids” event is planned for Saturday, December 21. 
• The Christmas Eve Service for this year will be shared on Monday, December 23 at 1:30 P.M. and on 

Tuesday, December 24 at 6:30 P.M. 
• Please continue to save General Mills Box Tops and aluminum cans for school.  Did you know that 

General Mills points can be accumulated by having your grocery receipts scanned and uploaded? 
• Please see the school calendar for all the activities and programs that are planned for the month. 
• The faculty and staff would like to wish you and your family a Blessed Christmas as we celebrate our 

Savior’s birth!  May the Lord continue to bless you and your family in the year ahead too! 
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Dear Families, 
 
The Box Tops for Education program is changing the way we can earn cash for our school! 
Over the summer, participating brands have begun to change their packaging from the 
traditional Box Tops clip to the new Box Tops label. 

Going forward, instead of clipping from packages and checking expiration dates, all Box 
Tops will be earned digitally by scanning your receipt. The Box Tops for Education 
team has worked hard to build a NEW-and-improved, user-friendly Box Tops mobile app, 
available now. The new app features state-of-the-art technology that allows you to scan your 
store receipt, find participating products and instantly add Box Tops to our school's 
earnings online.   

If you still have traditional Box Tops clips at home, make sure to send them to school. We 
will still earn cash for all clipped Box Tops until they expire. Better yet, you can “double 
dip” during the packaging transition by clipping traditional Box Tops AND scanning your 
store receipt containing participating products. 

This is a change that we are going to need your help with so boxtops can still be successful 
for St. John’s. Thank you in advance for your help. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Mrs. Rebecca Zellmer 

BE SURE TO DOWNLOAD THE NEW APP OR UPDATE YOUR EXISTING APP:   
DOWNLOAD ON THE APP STORE OR GET IT ON GOOGLE PLAY 
 

Things to remember- 
-Scan receipts within 14 days of purchase 
-Check in with family members and friends to see if they need help scanning receipts 
-Call or email Mrs. Zellmer at school with any questions- (920) 386-4644 or 
rzellmer@stjohnsjuneau.org 
-check app for any bonuses 
-See the website for participating products 
-LEARN MORE ABOUT THESE CHANGES AT BTFE.COM 
 

mailto:rzellmer@stjohnsjuneau.org
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Memorials 

      Amount    Fund  

Kim Daniels         $ 1525.00         General 

           $     10.00        Ladies Aid 

           $     40.00         Missions 

           $     20.00   Undesignated/Projector 

                 Screen   

           $     30.00          School 

Arletta Selchert        $    465.00         General 

Charles Weinheimer        $     40.00         General 

          

       Gifts 

A gift was given to the General Fund by Paul and Sharon Schmidt in loving memory of their 
spouses who have passed away, Rodney Doughty (11-8-13) and Judy Schmidt (11-20-12). 

Allen Weiss has given a gift to St John’s School in remembrance of his graduation from the 
school in 1947! 

 
Sacred Acts 

 
Baptisms: 
Isabelle May Taylor   11/3/2019 
Lillian Mary Taylor   11/3/2019 
Evelyn Alice Kern   11/17/2019 
 
Funeral: 
Arletta Selchert   10/31/2019 
 

New Members 
 
 A warm welcome to these folks who have recently become members of our St. John’s Family! 
Barb Watters comes to us from Frieden’s in Randolph and Steve Groening came all the way 
from Emmanuel, Owatonna, MN! Dan & Alyssa Dogs and children – William, Benjamin and 
Samuel join us from St. Matthew’s, Janesville and Brittany Binder and son Brantley join us 
from Immanuel, Farmington! 
    



33 
 

Happy Birthday! 
 
12/1 Ellen Bassette 
12/2 Lorraine Beal 
 Brody Behring 
 Piper Panetti 
 Robert Schemm 
 Shirley Thieme 
12/3 Tim Shramek 
 Heather Stensaas 
12/4 Makayla Kuehn 
 Madyson Kuehn 
12/5 Leah Hartman 
 Yvaine Hills 
 Brian Passig 
12/7 Sue Contreras 
 Brieanna Manthey 
12/8 Danielle Schilling 
 Amanda Soldner 
 Carol Yerges 
12/9 Brooklyn Borth 
12/10 Andrew Kolbow 
12/11 Junis Belin 
 Lila Wegener 
 Kimberly Yuenger 
12/12 Duanne Brandenburg 
 Grace Cody 
 Nolan Gentz 
12/13 Micah Cody 
 Jason Nehls 
 Brandon Saeger 
 Megan Schaalma 
 Maya Soldner 
12/14 Steve Day 
 Clara Hilker 
 Ty Stensaas 
12/15 Ruth Hart 
 Gail Hartman 
 Mary Rist 
 Katie Winter 
12/16 Tony Colantonio 
 Mike Krebs 
12/17 Hope Krebs 
12/18 Holly Herbst 
 Anna Knippel 
 Leon Schmitt 
 Ellexandria Stensaas 

 Mark Wolfram 
12/19 Mallory Kohn 
 Wyatt Redecker 
12/20 Kaiden Coombs 
 Owen Gentz 
 Lorraine Hammann 
 McKenna Martin 
 Austin Neis 
 Roy Seifert 
 Dennis Wagner 
 Kiptyn Wolter 
 Zachariah Yuenger 
12/21 Brooklyn Borchardt 
 Kari Schmidt 
 Jeff Weinheimer 
12/22 Taylor Buelter 
12/23 Bob Lepple 
12/24 Michelle Kutz 
 Shannon Schmidt 
 Justin Vinz 
12/25 Mark Ockerlander 
 Lee Weiss 
12/26 Lee Fehrman 
 Dennis Lisko 
 Sandra Milfred 
 Ken Schneiter 
 Joshua Soldner 
 Andrew Thomsen 
12/27 Tim Wegener 
12/28 Max Brandt 
 Brady Kohn 
 Landon Roy 
 Katie Schachtner 
12/29 Judith Kaul 
 Audrey Reichow 
12/30 Tom Ebert 



 

  

Happy Anniversary! 
12/01/2007 Tom & Cheryl Sahr 

12/02/1951 Harlan & Hazel Werblow 

12/08/1963 Harold & Dorothy Ninmann 

12/12/1998 Randall & Frances Mohr 

12/13/1986 Jerald & Brenda Schaalma 

12/14/1996 Mark & Jaime Buelter 

12/14/1986 Randall & Debra Voigt 

12/20/1986 Jeff & Peggy Soldner 

12/23/1988 John & Martina Stanton 

12/26/2004 Curtis & Elaine Bening 

12/30/1972 Don & Linda Behring 

12/31/2003 Rob & Amy Feller 
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nEWS frOM OuTSidE Of ST. JOHn’S 
Christmas at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 

  
The Seminary Chorus of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary 
will present its annual Christmas Concert on Sunday, 
December 8, at 3:00 and 7:00 p.m. The 62-voice choir 
will present a program featuring the great Lutheran 
hymns of the holiday season in traditional and modern 
settings. The concert is the thirty-fifth and last Christmas 
concert directed by Prof. James Tiefel.  There are no 
advanced tickets sales; a free will offering is 
appreciated. The seminary is located 11831 N. Seminary 
Dr. in Mequon. 
  

Do you love working with children? Are you 
looking for an opportunity to share God's 
Word and serve His kingdom? St. Paul's 
Lutheran Child Care in Ixonia, WI is looking 
to hire part-time help for their Early 
Childhood Ministry.  Applicants must be at 
least 18 years old and First Aid and CPR 
certified or willing to become certified. Prior 
experience with working with children a 
plus. Be a part of a growing ministry! 
Contact Cate Free 
at catefree@stpaulsixonia.org or (608)630-
5114 for more information. 

December 2019 Twice is Nice News 

Volunteer: Twice is Nice is truly grateful to Bill Hirschfeld (St. Paul, Fort) who donates lawn mowing and 
other groundskeeping to the store with his Bill’s Mowing business, and we thank Bob and Betty Cloute 
(Bethany, Fort) and their painting/cleaning/maintenance business, Cloute Inc., that faithfully keeps our 
windows sparkling. We also welcome new LLHS student vols: Lydia Buxa (Immanuel, Farmington), Caitlin 
Heinrich and Kendra Wilson (Eastside, Madison), AnaCristina Iglesias (St. Mark, Watertown), Mia Murray 
(St. Andrew, Middleton), Julia Neuberger (St. Paul, Lake Mills), Lillian Runke (Peace, Sun Prairie), Grace 
Seim (St. Stephen, Beaver Dam), Laura Zank (St. John, Juneau). Eagle’s Pathway Program: Polly Felton, 
Evan Hardwicke, Braden Howard, Julian Ortiz, Theresa Smith, Kelly Weber. When might you stop down to 
see what it’s all about? Call any day and ask for a day manager 920-674-6868. 

Shop: We all know that the Reason for the Season is our Savior Jesus, yet it’s the rare one among us who 
doesn’t succumb at least a bit to the shopping fever around this time of year. We at Twice is Nice encourage 
you to not forget about us even as you are bombarded by the colorful flyers and catalogs from everywhere 
else – from decorating to gifts to warm and cozy or festive and fancy seasonal apparel, we are open 9-5 six 
days each week for you to find those merry bargains!  We’re easy-to-find just a minute east on the Hwy 18 
exit off the 26 bypass at 907 W. Racine St., next to the Jefferson Piggly Wiggly. 

 
The Ladies of Good Shepherd (LOGS) Lutheran 
Church, Beaver Dam, extend an invitation to the 
ladies of your congregation to attend our Advent By 
Candlelight Service on Sunday, December 1, 2019 at 
2:00pm.   
Advent by Candlelight is an opportunity for ladies of 
all ages to set aside the hustle and bustle of holiday 
preparations and focus on the birth of Christ.  Our 
programs this year is “The Greatest Gift of All.” 
Fellowship and refreshments will follow in the 
Fellowship Hall. 

mailto:catefree@stpaulsixonia.org
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The Christian Church Year 
Life has a rhythm to it. Winter, spring, summer, 
fall. Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, 
Veterans’ Day. There’s an annual rhythm to the 
seasons, to our national holidays, and to family 
traditions. We keep reliving the things that are 
most important to us. 
Christians also have an annual rhythm in 
worship called the church year. The diagram 
shows the upcoming church year from 
December 2019 through November 2020. 
You’ll see the colors reflected on our banners 
and the pastors’ stoles as a way of visually 
marking the changing seasons. 
Every church year is a little bit different 
because the date for Easter changes from year 
to year, but the overall pattern is the same. The 
first half of the church year (from about 
December to May) relives the life of Jesus from 
his birth to his death, resurrection, and 
ascension. The second half of the church 
(June through November) has more of an 
emphasis on our growth in our faith and lives 
as the Holy Spirit works in us through God’s 
Word. Those are the kind of things that are 
worth celebrating again and again. 
  

The following Luther Preparatory School called 
workers will mark anniversaries of their service to 
the church this year. 
                                40 years of service 
                                Professor Thomas Lindloff 
                                25 years of service 
                                Professor Randy 
Mensching                                      
    The Governing Board and faculty of Luther 
Preparatory School invite you to be present at a 
service of thanksgiving to the Lord of the Church. 
The service will be held on Sunday, November 10, 
at 7:00pm in the Luther Preparatory School 
auditorium. 
    Congratulatory messages may be sent in care of 
  
                                Professor Randy Bode 
                                Luther Preparatory School 
                                1300 Western Avenue 
                                Watertown, WI  53094 
  
In Christ’s service, 
 The Anniversary Committee 
 

WELS Wind Ensemble 
Invites you to its annual 

 
Sunday, December 8 

2:00 PM 
Fall River High School 

Auditorium 
Ample parking - no stairs 
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Lutheran Women’s Missionary Society 

As you prepare to send Christmas greetings to family and friends, please also remember 
to send a little Christmas cheer to our Befriend A Missionary families and the missions 

they serve! They love hearing from you and are ever so thankful for your prayers. As we 
all know, mission work can be challenging and a few words of encouragement can go a 

long way in renewing their zeal and commitment! Thank you! 

River of Life Lutheran Church 

Pastor  & Jenni Albrecht – 3 children: Fiona, Ezekiel, Genevieve 
17040 W Cocopah St. 
Goodyear, AZ 85338 
 
One Africa Team – Malawi Mission 

Paul & Susan Nitz – 6 children: Joel, Frances still at home in Malawi 
PO Box 30067 
Lilongwe, Malawi 

Grace Lutheran Church 

Pastor & Alexandra Reeder – 1 child: Beck (his birthday is Dec 11th 2yrs old!) 
11051 Phinney Ave N 
Seattle, WA 98133 

Risen Savior Lutheran Church 

Pastor & Susan Wright – 3 children: all grown and living in Phoenix AZ 
1549 Bridgewater Way 
Mansfield, OH 44906 
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There is not just one way 

There is not just one way. . .  

. . . that people come into contact with the gospel. There are lots of different ways, and we are seeing many 
of them in play at your home mission congregation in Macomb, Michigan. The picture above proves that. 
From left to right, we begin with Bill and Amanda. Bill was an inactive WELS guys engaged to Amanda, who 
had no church home. They came to us because 

they wanted to get married, but also because they 
wanted God in their marriage. They took our pre-
marriage course, then took our adult instruction 
course, and are now every-week worshipers and 
regular volunteers. Next to them is Bill’s mom, 
Andrea. She came because she now has family 
ties to the mission. Next to Andrea is Kay. Kay is a 
solid, life-long WELS lady who transferred in 
because she and her husband moved closer to Ascension. Her husband, Paul, has now completed our adult 
instruction class and, together with Kay, is a valued member and volunteer. Next to Kay is Gary and a few folks 
to right of him is Mary, one of our most senior members. They came to us because their WELS church in 
Detroit closed. Along with them came several others – all who know what it is to stay and serve to the end. 
Gary’s wife, Gloria, came along, too! Gloria is now our organist – on the very organ that their former 
congregation donated to our mission. The little girl next to Gary is Jillian, and that’s her mom, Joanne, next to 
her. They are other-Lutherans who moved into our neighborhood, visited us, liked what they heard, and 
stayed. Joanne’s husband (Jillian’s dad) is Jason who has also taken our adult instruction class and become a 
member. Behind silver-haired Mary is Mike, ex-military and one who has been - quite literally – battle-tested in 
the good fight. He lives in the neighborhood, too. The four folks to the right of him are Rod and his three 
children. They are former-WELS who bounced around for a while before visiting Ascension and enrolling those 
three great kids in our confirmation instruction class. Rod’s wife Cori has also taken our adult class and 
established membership. 

What’s the point of all of that backstory? There is but one gospel that the Holy Spirit uses to gather people to 
Jesus, but there are lots of different ways that he brings that gospel to people. Did you hear them in all that 
backstory? Proximity to a church that proclaims that gospel, family members who become transmission lines 
for the gospel to others in their family, people who have had a long association with the gospel and who knew 
exactly where to find it and serve it in their new community, people searching for a place where they can have 
a meaningful relationship with God through Word and Sacrament, people drawn by authentic friendships to 
hear the gospel, and people reached through outreach efforts by one of your WELS home missions. If you 
look, you will find those same ways at work in your congregation, too. That is what makes every WELS church 
a mission! 

P.S. - The guy in the back row under the cross is your home missionary, Dan Simons. I have the best seat in 
the house to watch the Holy Spirit reach out with the gospel in many ways, but with the same result: souls are 
added to the kingdom! 

Written by Rev. Dan Simons, home missionary at Ascension Lutheran Church in Macomb, Mich.  

  

 

https://u2735450.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=03Je31-2Fg56e0BD6KRL52vFqoRPfaQ6GEg92Yl9TzzSR1fDWwxxl5DalFnv3zCiC2wAX8ckaTTLalBEzHEMtF2m2nL1qIObXCfXuuarKiArFZ8giclTZFD-2F3oezMpxtUTK5i67W26H-2BKmXl1kOkGFAkYEyqdzvexvr5o3wN2-2FJpjpKKgZAJiodm0tfPdvALdn7Azhc3MGTRxtxIrVNeq7OJB1QWVCi5UKBfq0IoWkaSbW-2B7nRse3Ab4RYgena6fp6_yfSVrEMmPkGa-2BDSY-2Fk3JNRdEVo6rsFfa-2B3ycvN6dTBbNYRQBzJfmd5FPlSPMlIRo3SiGZFfWRdeBKoUHiFAOWQmgVDLK-2FUQv19KKadgnzkcJ2aeRZescnLFdEWekMVQTFi4DDS-2FbHCUsCb6YPNm1iGkuPgJ09-2FpANoex8VizBxTu5suJ-2FlYxDw1flfs65bBSSx1zGhPgeyDnGipaiciRMp-2Bhb4keUwrcwRE1V6K92fg-3D
https://u2735450.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=03Je31-2Fg56e0BD6KRL52vFqoRPfaQ6GEg92Yl9TzzSR1fDWwxxl5DalFnv3zCiC2wAX8ckaTTLalBEzHEMtF2vZs9Oz4HEB3ZmExhA54Y6uZ7IEAb3E4JnqgsGbA-2FtlL2bkuPgfTojcvITM4xyxQU57xqzgjFVEBon8DQ9RYlTpd6afCVM-2BLNcYyvnKWgjZzk-2FU6KKdLm5ugCqUrla3n-2FDh3GuRraWGQaWVLQDzd44b5NuHHqJltV61elPkDxdas_yfSVrEMmPkGa-2BDSY-2Fk3JNRdEVo6rsFfa-2B3ycvN6dTBbNYRQBzJfmd5FPlSPMlIRo3SiGZFfWRdeBKoUHiFAOWU1MHvY74KJxUqxKFQkweQfWjE4WccGqWrfjHYx35bNNsA0pG8D7KlPgiC5Xx6yYxzWENBcYgot9SoDvWCwI4wTtGnUSaUtJRAr-2Bv4TbATDus4PToVpakG5t5wm7t2jBW0Sdef3vB09W01xYvU5Kxdg-3D
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Learning about God’s timing 
2019/09/30/in FIC News, Forward in Christ 

In April 2018, WELS Board 
for Home Missions 
approved funding for a new 
mission in Joplin, Mo. In 
May 2019, Jordan Bence 
was assigned to serve as 
the home missionary in 
Joplin, Mo. What did the 
core group in Joplin do as it 
waited for its first pastor?   
“Well, the first thing we had 
to learn was patience,” says 
Wendy Wright, a member 
of the core group. “This was God’s timing, not ours! We learned a lot about the divine call process, as 
we extended ten calls during this year.”  
Wright adds, “The waiting would have been much harder had we not started a weekly Bible study last 
July, led by Pastor Aaron Schumann, who serves at Faith, Pittsburg, Kan.”   
The Bible study began as a way for the core group to enjoy fellowship and biblical 
encouragement together. “But then, several of the group invited guests . . . and they came . . . and 
they stayed!” says Wright. “We were excited to have three guest families join us, and two have 
continued regular attendance.” One of the guests even offered space at her real estate office for the 
group to meet.  
“My role was every pastor’s dream—I showed up and taught them and their friends God’s Word every 
Wednesday evening for one year,” says Schumann. “The core group took care of all of the details, 
filled out all of the necessary paperwork, put together the proposal to synod, and invited their friends 
and their coworkers to the Wednesday night Bible study. They were awesome. My role was to bring 
them Jesus on a weekly basis and to encourage them in what they were doing. Their motivation to 
serve their Lord and tell others about Jesus is what has driven this mission.”  
So what was it like to find out that a pastor was assigned to them from Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary’s graduating class of 2019?  
“On Call Day the whole core group was waiting anxiously to find out who would be assigned to our 
home mission,” says Wright. “We were all watching on our laptops or phones at work and at home. 
When we saw that at the top of the list Jordan Bence was assigned to our mission, we were 
ecstatic!”   
And Bence’s reaction? “I guess it was just pure shock,” he says. “You try to prepare yourself for that 
moment, but you really can’t. When President Schroeder read my name and assignment, I was just 
overwhelmed. Overwhelmed with the fact that God had chosen me for such a task. Overwhelmed with 
the opportunity that God placed before me to love these people by continually building them up in his 
unconditional love. It’s truly a humbling moment of God’s grace. It was something I had been 
dreaming of since kindergarten.”  
Bence continues, “The training program of our synod has given me many experiences to not only 
build my own faith but also prepare me to serve the Joplin, Mo., (JOMO) mission. I have helped out 
multiple mission churches throughout the United States going all the way back to high school.”  
Finally, Bence says, “When it comes to the JOMO mission, I guess a summarizing statement for this 
group might be—ambitious to serve. These people are filled with the spirit and are ready to go out 
and proclaim the good news!” 
To learn more about the JOMO mission and other home mission congregations, 
visit wels.net/missions.    

https://wels.net/learning-about-gods-timing/
https://wels.net/category/forward-in-christ/fic-news/
https://wels.net/category/forward-in-christ/
https://wels.net/missions
https://wels.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/700x411-FiC-JoplinCoreGroup.jpg
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