Trinity-Neches Forest Landowner

Association Newsletter

Quarter 12017

Next Meeting

Date: April 27, 2017

Time: 0830 regis.
0900 starts

Place: Richard O.
Barham SuperTree

Nursery
Bullard, TX

Inside

Legislative Update

Tips for Managing
Your Wildlife

Wildlife and Seuthern
Forests

Market Report

Prescribed Burning
Fact Sheet

Calendar of Events

Management Tip

Don’t forget to inspect
your firelines before
the beginning of the

spring prescribed

bl sy n!!
23
S

Legislative Update

Ron Hufford, Texas Forestry Association
Ph: (936) 632-8733

Email: rhufford@texasforestry.org
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Committee Appointments:
House Committee Assignments for East Texas Legislative members absent from
last week's update:

o Rep. John Raney - Vice-Chair of the House Higher Education Committee
and also serves on the House Appropriations and House Administration
Committees

« Rep. Dade Phelan - Vice-Chair of the House Natural Resources
Committee and also serves on the House Appropriations and House
Calendars Committees. He was also appointed to the House Select
Committee on Texas Ports, Innovation & Infrastructure.

e Rep. Jay Dean - will serve on the House Appropriations, House
Investments & Financial Services, and the House Local & Consent
Calendars Committees.

» Rep. Cole Hefner - will serve on the House Criminal Jurisprudence and
Pensions Committees.

House Appropriations Subcommittees:

o Articles I (General Government), IV (Judiciary), and V (Public Safety
and Criminal Justice) Chair: Longoria, Vice: Miller, Capriglione,
Cosper, and Rose

o Article II (Health and Human Services) Chair: Davis, Vice: Greg Bonnen,
Dukes, Munoz, Roberts, Sheffield, and Wu

« Article III (Education) Chair: Ashby, Vice: Giddings, Mary Gonzalez,
Howard, Koop, Raney, and Van Deaver

» Articles VI (Natural Resources), VII (Business and Economic
Development), and VIII (Regulatory) Chair: Larry Gonzales, Vice:
Walle, Dean, Perez, Phelan, Rodriguez, and Simmons

Budget Transparency and Reform Committee
Chair: Capriglione, Vice: Howard, Roberts, Simmons, and Walle

Bills:
Senator Schwertner, Senator Kolkhorst and Senator Nichols have filed the
following Eminent Domain bills that address the rights of property owners:

« SB 627, by Schwertner - this bill addresses the property owner's rights to
the examination or survey of property by an entity with Eminent Domain
authority. Bill authors include: Senators Schwertner, Birdwell, Burton,
Creighton, Hall, Huffines, Kolkhorst, Nichols, Seliger, Zaffirini. SB 627
has been referred to the Senate Committee on State Affairs.
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Five Tips for Managing Deer on Your
Property

Whether you own small or large acreage there are
some simple things you can do better manage the
deer population and other wildlife on your
property. These five simple tips can help you
better manage your wildlife as well as your
forestland in general.

Run Game Camera Surveys — This is a great
way to see what’s on your property, from deer
and turkeys to predators and, unfortunately, any
poachers or trespassers who might be slipping in.
Game camera technology today is vastly
improved and depending on your budget you can
get high-dollar cameras with wireless capability
and HD video or the basic models that provide
black-white or color images. You don’t have to
have a dozen cameras, three or four placed across
your property can provide a tremendous amount
of information about the deer and wildlife on
your property as well as other activities that may
be occurring.

Plan a Prescribed Burn — This is great way to
help restore the soil, promote tree growth, remove
built-up leaf litter and generate new vegetation.
You should contact a certified prescribed burner
to help you with your property and ensure it’s
done in a safe manner achieving your
management objectives. You can contact your
local Texas A&M Forest Service office for help
finding certified vendors and should contact them
if you are conducting a burn at any time.

Tree Trimming, Thinning and Hinge Cutting -
If possible, you may want to consider thinning
your woods of undesirable trees or others in order
to open the canopy. provide sunlight to the floor
allowing some mast-bearing trees, herbaceous
plants and forbs to grow and thrive. Thinning will
help not only keep your forest healthy but also
allow a buffet of desirable food sources to
establish and grow supporting multiple wildlife
species.

Food Plots and Fruit Trees - Not everyone has
the land, money or time to plant big food plots,
that’s just a given and completely
understandable. However., it doesn’t mean you
can’t plant some smaller plots such as “‘throw and
grow” plots. It'll take some work to get rid of the
existing vegetation and till up the dirt. Another
option is planting fruit trees which are native to
your area and can handle the local climate.
Obviously growing trees will take time but
eventually they will produce fruit feeding local
wildlife and you!!

Don’t Just Sit There - If you're truly interested
in doing something, then do it. Figure out a way
to make some improvements, even small ones,
and then get to work.

Websites of
Interest

Texas A&M Forest Service Information
Portal
http://www.texasforestinfo.com

National Timber Tax Website
http://www.timbertax.org/

Become a TFA Member Today!!!
http://texasforestry.org







