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" RANGE OF =312,

z DION'T REALIZE YOUR FAMILY
WAS SO SPREAD OuT, MR. suLU--
OR SO HANTANT.

THE HATOYAMA YES, SIR. THE
CORPORATION--THATS \ FEPERATION USES THEM TO
YOUR MOTHER'S NAME, BUILD STARSHIPS, AMONG
CORRECT?-- |5 THE OTHER THINGS. .
MAJOR PRODUCER

OF CVBER-SUITB

7 AYE,SIR. THEY'RE OLR N\
BIGSEST COMPETITOR--AND
CLOSEST NEIGHBOR . BOTH

CLANS HEADQUARTER ON
MOUNTAINDOVE 4
ﬁTATIG

SIR. MAINLY, THIS
BOND WILL SERVE TO
FAMILIES NOT

; 3 Had EXISTED FOR
ONLY IN MATRIMONY e / GENERATIONS.,
~-gur pusess ) & \ f 2

I'VE SROWN P WITH IT, BUT T
\ DPON'T THINK EVEN MY GRANDPARENTS | |

T 0ON'T HONESTLY KNOW, aqmw.
KNOW WHAT IT WAS ALL ABOLT.

SHUTTLE CRAFT

FLIBHT PLAN LOGOEP
& FOR STATION L-3/2.
8002 LUCK,
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HE i
TUHE T REFLECT LIAON JUST WHAT I
AN LNGLE WHD DISAFPRIUED OF ME, AND
B CHIEN T LOVED--AND LEFT, MV PR TING
HAS ... BANELIL. 1 ANIZ IO L 1ST RETUN.

HoLos FAR-FLLUNG FIECES

STARELEET
SHUTTLE NC-1/38,
WE HavE Yow on'

EINAL APPRAACH,
WELCONE BAcK
MOLN TAINDOVE,
SULU-SAMA,

THANK You;
FLIGHT CONTROL, R

ExcEPT

® OO0 0 0 00 000086 o0 reninann
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AL e D 1P
GATE OPEN - = 4 :
. MY MOTHER
TIHE W:0/00 % | 5 HATOYAMA AND
ST TIHE, i - COULD NOT ATTEND,
_ IM HERE A5

HER REPRESENTATIVE.
IT (5 MY OUTY TO
HONOR HER THIS WAY.

DPON'T GET FORMAL ON ME, SULU-SAN.
WE WERE BEST FRIENDS 7HEN -~ AND

NOW. COME ON, THE PATRIARCH
WANTS TO SEE You.

WE'VE ADDED THREE NEW
SECTIONS, BUSINEES HAS BEEN
VERY GOOP SINCE

STARTED BUILDING THE

ra

7 THE HEIKE FELD 3 ,
/" HAS REALLY AFFECTED el

Him . THATS WHY A :
AH! YOUNG SULU HIKARU
FINALLY YOU RETURN TO US.

GREETINGS, HATOYAMA
KIYOMORI, HONORED UNCLE.,,

ON 3 #2 PAGE FOLIOWING_|
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*Glubgrafutz”

(1 SAVE THE ORANGE ONES TILL LAST.)

He knows as well as /4
you do that all Reese’s
Pieces pieces have
exactly the same delicious
out-of-this-world
peanut butter taste. But,
you see, orange is
his very favorite color:
What's yours? :

wwas P Harunsy fooes Corporavian
[ ]
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e

WHOLE COMMOND CENTER
VERY e IN THE *BRAIN,* 0, THINK

“”Zi%fi‘“’g' 3. 4 il OF MY TOYS, HIKARU?Z

i ¢ THE HOURS T SPENT GROWING UIP

AROUND THESE MACHINES AND IN

THEIR SIMULATORS GAVE e MY

\ INTEREST IN FLYING STARSHIPS.

\ 1D LIKE To 7Y ONE OF

THESE NEW MODELS.

' { PERHAPS THAT COLLD
: BE ARRANGED.

_S0k! UL HIKARU, MAY T
PRESENT HEIKE RETIRO. HE
15 OLIR HONORED GROON, TRUT BY ENOI

THIS RIVALRY

TM & © 2008 CBS Studios. All Rights Reserved.

You couL? STILL RUN ONE \ i
i




IF I CAN GeT
ITON IT5 BACK...

THIS THING 'S
GONE WILG SOMEHOW!
IT'LL ATEL,
KYOMOR| !

YES, GO, SHE HAS .
| WAITING FOR YOUR RETURN.
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(HoW cAN Yo 00 THIS T
ME, HIKARUZ TO /6 7

BUT You AnEW/
THAT GOING 0 THE
STARFLEET ACADENY HAS
A BeeN MY OREAm/
AND NOW IT'S COMING
TRUE L

C
-BESIDES,
ITS NOT LIKE

IM LEAVING
FOTEVER,

LNDERSTAND. ITS
SOMETHING T AHAVE,
° po.

I DON'T
KNOW WHAT TO SAY
TO MAKE IT RIGHT.

TM & ® 2008 CBS Studios. All Rights Reserved.

‘Bonkers! Fruit Candy

bonks you out of this world
with a Robot-Watch.

The Bonkers!Rohot-Watch is two kinds of space-age
fun. On your wrist, it's a digital watch. Off the strap.it =
transforms into a robot. You can get it from Bonkers!

the fruit candy that comes in four out-of -this-world

vors —strawberry, grape. orange. and new watermelon.

: Romlarsy, Robot-Watch for$3.95 '
and 3 RerkeErsy, labels. |

Piease send me Bonkers! Robot-Watch, available from Bonkers! Fruit Candy. The watch shows the time
and date and is made of durable biue plastic with a black band. Here's $3.95 and the UPC symbol from 3
Super Fruity Bonkers! labels. That's the part with the lines and numbers that looks like this:

£ Name
Address.

Gty State
Zip_ Age

II""""II
Send to: H (YO
BONKERS! ROBOT WATCH 1902

Box 5988

PO.
Wyoming, MN 55092

Aummmhmw December 31, 1985.
urhaﬁmmdorummmsﬁ Offer good only in U.S. I

Aliow 6-8 weaks

The watch eomvn(h al \eaf limited warranty. _l

— — — — — — e — S — — — — —
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WV I NEVER THOLGHT I'D SEE e

afiay

WHAT DID Z-- A 17-YEAR- : ;
BIRL IN LOVE - KNOW OF Rl

! : i, ¥ OH, HIKARL, ST,
WE'VE LIVED WITH "N Y 5 ; ]
ITALL OUR LIVES. %f’ : HOLD ME!
IT KEEPS THE CLAN

TOGETHER..

TO THE HEIKE 15
PONE OUT OF DUTY.
YOU DON'T REALLY

BY THE TIME ZM
FINISHED WITH THE
HATOYAMA CLAN, NO

ONE WILL EVER

FORGET ME!
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PLERSE STATE
LESTIMATION.
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BUT, MY VOIN TO AVENGE YoU WILL NOT %z
UNFULFILLED, THE HATOYAMA CAUSED

T UNBUCCESSAUL I BEe SN YOUR DEATH, AND THEY SHALL REPAY

YOUR FORSIVENESS! : THE 0EBT IN KIND !

I HAD NOT COUNTED
ON THE PRESENCE
SULU HIKARL , NOR
Hi5 STARFLEET
TRAINING..

I ABREEQD TO THE MARRIAGE
BETWEEN HEIKE AND HATOYAMA
MERELY TO GAIN CLEAR ACLESS
0 KIYOMORI. TOMORROW'S
WEDDING...

. WILL
PRONIPE THE PERFECT
W CHANCE. MY PLAN 15 SIMPLE,
ANP SUBTLE. KIYOMOR!
WILL BE PEAD.
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ALL GATHERED
HERE BEAR WITNESS
0 THIS Bonp !

THE SHARING OF THE CEREMONIAL
CUP SHALL BRING TWO CLANS
TOGETHER, BINDING HONOR
AND ANCESTORS AS ONE!

I DON'T LIKE THIS WHOLE SITUATION.
COULD THIS ROBOT BE PROBRAMMED
TO ATTACK KIYOMOR!, TOO?

HATOYAMA KEIKO,
DRINK OF THE cUp.

5 SEALED. s &
LET NO FORCE T
SUNDER IT !
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LETS WHO'S INTERESTED UNELE, ALLOW ME TO OFFER Y : N \ANE : Y L5 . : NOT FLCaN
e jiee g {. My 8esT WISHES BY ¢ : - NN A 5 y : ‘
¢ SHARING DRINK. : ‘ : N :

IN WHAT KIYOMORI EATS..,
OR 2a55V'T eAT

RELTIRO SEEMS FASCINATED
WITH KNOMORI'S PLATE .
NO--THE SakZE!

LNCLE , PERHAPS YOU ANG
REITIRO SHOULD SHARE
SAKE AS A TOKEN OF
OUR NEW BOND. g

. PRINK IT, REITIROZ
\ 15 SOMETHING AIPNG 2
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ON VIBEOGASSETTE

THERE'S
NOWHERE
You CAN HIPE,

AWFUL
BALANCE ON' | 3,
THESE THINGS! 3

Family Home Entertainn

PLEASE STATE 4
DESTINATION .

G

i
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GLOW Ii: DARK POSTERS

3 For $3.00 e

* Amazing day and night effects
* Use separately or join to make one large scene
* Each measures 11" x 14" in size
* Recharges over and over
* Place in any room, turn out the lights
and watch them Glow!
PLUS FREE . . . with every poster offer .\ryj »

: ; a y (IO
you will receive one package of Neon Lace ™ the NJ(Q\QUU_Q
rechargeable, Glow-in-the-Dark, shoe lace. 3

S e s R

i
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-~ 15 ANOTHER ; o ONE THING
CYBER-SULIT/ 2 : = I CAN SAY FOR

. _— 3 12 - re
SURE Haps , Ly RERIERD.

CAN RUN THIS == : :
L _MONSTER!

WHAT REVENGE? 15 ) HAKA. YOU CAN'T STOPME
HE TALKING ABOUT ! I SH THE
. THE FEUD? HATOYAMA BEN|

.HE'S CONSISTENT/
EVEN IN A CYBER-SUIT,
HIS SWORDPSMANSHIP
1S STILL Loy !

ICAN'T LET B
HiM LOOSE ON THE
STATION IN THAT

THING /

7 THE ONLY
_{ THING THAT'LL
57051950 CYBER-

/

o
EMERGENCY !

HULL BREACH. COMMENCE ! . e '

WELL, MAYBE HES
A LITTLE STRONGER! 3
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Write advertiser direct for information.

WRITE ' For advertising rates write
: !;rsig! Advertising Representatives, Inc.

EXINGTON AVE, N.Y, N.Y. 10017

| 5 2 SMOKE B=Y smokE g

I HIGH SCHOOL B

25Phony [Jf any5-3335 [Fiy /s
Parking Tickets | Add $1.00 Post |Trap 1@<

A A The American School has been §

: S0 | How IE‘, ORBEEIE Cut ogt o ¢ Clgaély_Tcthkl :}I:H?Mgrus FINISH Héau SCHOOL :
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MY FATHER'S LIFE ~~AND &‘, ’ o 2 B e e e o s G S B 850 Enst 58th 8t Chi wsossy ¢
REAL METEORS! from the maoon or H

'ooxs passing comets? Studied by NASA. Struck City/State. H

]

earth at 25,000 mph oves 750,000 years

ago. AWESOME! Fact book. i Phone
certificate_and viewing case included.
Meteor  Send $5.00 for 1, for 2. {we pay
13" long  shipping).

250,000 in atock, complete Marvel & DC

Groups from 1935-1883. Aiso T.V. Guides, mms NO FINANCE CHARGES weas
James N.CLE. Doc

a , UNCLE. 5 -
Mags, Dark Shadows, T.V. Avengers. ‘MIL COMIC BAGS
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order) to Pilot Light. Box 305A. Stone Mtn.. GJ

Satisfaction s guaranteed of your Thousands of Marveis & DCs
money back Allow three weeks for delivery. For catalog send 75¢ to:
o o 1]
< . 122 E. 42 St.«New York, NY 10168

SRS ONA [ WHAT IS NINJA? |——

Dad i

ad, Brother or Sister whenever you Yoo can e loid Be ihs 181 fo have &

want! Look at friends & laugh! Nobody niquesttt mm”m‘;,ﬂ "l' iley's cﬁ'ﬂﬁ T'S';I;l-.

knows the secret but you! Rush $1.00
for vour no- noise hideaway secrel
earplugs. Nobody will know! $555H-
Suite 458, 444 Hudson St., New York,
N.Y. 10014.

:n":n' ues'.m“l'l'i'mf' Comba Vgl :

), .95,/ ¢ i - ok
i S | DO ] A
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b y ] $26.00, 100 DIF. MIXED PUBS. - $21.50,
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SULU, T VERY PROLID OF
YOLI--AND THE Widy You
DEFENDED THE HONOR
OF THE CLAN .

| = wie acwavs TRy

HONOR THE CLAN, SIR. Vi
SMY DUTY.

AS MY OUTY NOW BECONMES CLEA
NOW THE WIFE OF HEIKE REWTIRO, AND
MY RESPONSIBILITY (5 TO Mk~
NO MATTER HIS BEHAVIOR.

R BE ABLE TO
IN THE FUTURE WHAT WE
HAD INTHE PasT,

TM & ® 2008 CBS Studios. All Rights Reserved.

AFTER ALL
THESE YEARS ANAY
FROM THE FAMILY ,
I DI NOT KNOW

HOW You eeLT
TOWARD LS .

Dear Mike, Marv, Tom, and Ricardo,
The conclusion of the Mirror Uni-
verse story line was so disappointing. |
almost wish it had gone a bit longer. |
have one disagreement, concerning
your rationale on how the Empire
deviated from the Federation. You seem
to ba thinking more in terms of it being
an alternate-history rather than &
parallel universe. I've no problem with
that, but then wouldn’t the spiit in time
have to have occurred within less thana
generation, otherwise most of those
born in the Federation timeline might
not have been conceived in the Empire
timelina?
Tim Blaes
Route 6, Box 294
Hendersonville, NC 28739
No, we don’t think the split should
have happened sooner than the Federa-
tion-Romulan war. We needed an event
that would give the Emp:re a8 Iogrcaf
place to emerge, and in a pil

every issue, but when dealing with
something as big as the Star Trek Uni-
verse, you have almost too many facets
that can be fit into a single issue and still
be correct 100% of the time. We allow
Tom and Ricardo a lot of lseway ir in H'mr
artwork b were

something from one medium into
another and must have room for inter-
pretation.

Many readers felt the Mirror Uni-
verse saga ended far too quickly and
pointed out favorite scenes that should
have been lengthened. Msybe so and
we apologize for disappointing any of
you. And we apologize for the goof
regarding leaving orbit at warp 10. Of
course ships can’t do that.

mxzas

Dear Bob,
First reaction to STAR TREK #15:
Whars s tha letters page?

session, that unexplored war was
chosen as the best place. When getting
involved in hing as plex as
parallel worlds and alternate timelines,
it's all open to interpretation and many.
letter writers have sent in their
theories—for which we thank you all.

asess

Dear Miks,
Something has gone foul with STAR

TREK. | have a few technical com- '

plaints about issue 15 and an overall
complaint about the series. On page 13,
Captain Trask orders his ship out to
leave orbit. That's fine and dandy with
me, but at warp 107

Your lacking continuity, which is pro-
bably the most important thing in the
whole book when you're dealing with
snotty know-it-alls like me, is the bad
news. it seems that the story line and
artwork have been on a decline since
the release of issue 7. What | mean is,
scenes are drawn as if you were in a
hurry—people don't look like who
they're supposed to be as much as they
used to and perspective does not ssem
to be taken into consideration when
drawing ships in space. The story line
seems to move too quick.

I know I'm being very picky, but what
do you expect when you're dealing with
one of the most popular shows ever?
Thanks for listening.

Chris Romano

1476 Laisades Drive

Pacific Palisades, CA 90272

Sorry we haven't been perfect with

Yay! They're still on
the right trackl

I loved the idea of the counter-Saavik
playing a spy. I've always thought, ever
since TWOK, that Saavik has an air of
mystery around herand|'m glad to see it
so focused in the use of counter-Saavik.

J do have one complaint, actually. in
both universas, since you started STAR
TREK, all Klingons (except for Konom)
are shown as morons with no intelli-
gence whatsoaverl They were never
portrayed like that in the saries. Kor,
Kang, even Kruge, were shownasmuch
more than just bloodthirsty criminals.
Yes, they were bloodthirsty, yes, they
were criminals, but they also had per-
sonalities!

By now, you've probably received your
copy of the script for Star Trek IV, since
filming begins soon. God, | envy youl I'd
love to know what they have in store for
us next!

Daniel Wolpe
1608 Hagys Ford Road
Narberth, PA 19072

We'd love to know what they have in
store for ustoo. We probably won't seea
copy of the seript until the latter half of
1985. Mike and Marv got the script to
ST W\, for example, in January of 1984.

As for your criticism of the Klingons,
all | can say is that we'll try harder next
time and thanks for pointing it out. Then
again, Mike points out the Klingon in
command of the Mirror Klingon Uni-
verse head & parsonality.

DC Comics inc.
686 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10103

Jenette Kahn, President and Pubfisher
Dick Giordano, Vice Pres.-Exacutive Editor
Mike W. Barr, Editor

Robert Greenberger, Associate Editor
Tom Conden, Managing Editor

Pat Bastienne, Editorial Coordinator

Bob Rozakis, Production Manager

Paul Levitz, Executive Vice Presidant

Joe Orlando, Vice Pres.-Creative Diractor
Ed Shukin, Vice Pres.-Circulation
Bruce Bristow, Marketing Director
Patrick Caidon, Controlier

12095

Dear Crew,

1 just finished issue #16 and M
compelled to write. | am not a hard-core
convention-attending Trekker, how-
ever, | am a highly devoted Szar Trek fan.

Overall, | am pleased with the way DC
is handling STAR TREK ... Yoursis by far
the best comic book version to be
produced. | was pleased with the way
you handled the problem of Admiral
Kirk’s return to Starfieet. We ail know
what “the press” can do when they
want to.

Thera is, however, one sore point in
this story. You are violating one of the
basic rules of Star Trek success, in that
you have split up Kirk and Spock. Surely,
you don’t believe you can get away with
that. The Kirk-Spock relationship is
essential to Star Trek and | for one wilk
not continue to read this book unless
that problem is rectified soon.

Robert Weaver
345 E. Buell Drive
Ft. Myers, FL 33905

Mike made this decision, after con-
sulting with me and Marv, in order to
advance the characters and types of
stories we can telf in the comic between
featurs films. It would be a mistake to
put Kirk and Spock back together again
and have the Excelsior seak out new
life-forms and new civilizations for the
next year. As Mike has explained et con-
vantions, that would be redoing the TV
series and we should be able to do more
than that. Be assured that they will get
back together in the future, but not teo
soon.

sosas

Dear Mr. Barr,
| eagerly bought issue #16, antici-
pating the start of a long and climactic
trial. Was | ever disappointed. You made
your first mistake and it is a big one: you
let James Kirk off too lightly. He
committed mutiny, the highest crime in
any service.
For all his crimes, Kirk didn't get even
a slap on the wristl Instead, he gets the
most medern ship in the fleet! | wonder
wheo really runs Starfleet, Admirai
Turner or Admiral Kirk?
John Warren
104 Modoc Place
Woodland, CA 95695
As we have explained in the past, we
must clear everything we do through
Paramount Fictures. Last September.
Marv and | met with producer Herve
Bennett to discuss things we coulddoin
the comic.that would not imerfere with
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the fourth feature. What heppened in
issug 16 met with Paramount’s ap-
proval. We were told there were some
areas to stay away from and that
it any major confr ion with
Starfleet. We guess that’s something
they want to do on the silver screen and
that's their right.

caves

Dear Bob and Mike,
I have but one comment on “Home-
coming” in STAR TREK #16: if the Star
Trek saga were ever to reach a con-
clusion, | can think of no finer or more
fitting ending than the last five pages of
thisstory. Simply put, inall the years I've
been reading ST fiction, both profes-
sional and amateur, I've never come
across a vignette that feit so “right.” it
takes a great effort on the part of the
‘writer to get me to respond.
Thanks for letting the legend live
again|
Mark Chrisco
150 S. Harrison Street Apt. 6D
East Orange, NJ 07018

sEssa

Dear Marv and Mike,

I'm surprised that you've already
broken up the Triad, since you just got it
back fogether. Of course, in the ssries,
the Triad was necessary in order to
make Kirk's thought processes accessi-
ble to the television viewer, with Spock
and McCoy representing the ration-
al/emotional aspects of Kirk’s mind. In
the comic this is unnecessary because
we have direct access to Kirk's head via
the “thought balloon.” At least now you
can begin'to explore Saavik's person-
ality in_more depth; it cannot be subli-
mated to the degree of the typical
Vulcan’s—or of Spock's—considering
her early background and parenting.

“Homecoming” was nothing like |
expected, even though | didn’t know
what to expect. Kirk's gambit was a
much more intelligent action than some
he couid have tried—like abandoning
the Exceisior in the Bird of Prey, for
example. The art lives up to its usual
standards.

Andrew W. Laubacher
PSC #1 Box 129
Lackland AFB, TX 78236

srsms

Dear Marv and Mike,

I'would like to say thanks for finding a
way of saving Admiral Kirk's and his
fellow crewmembers’ careers after they
had stolen the Enterprise to rescua Mr.
Spock’s katra. The way things were
going, | thought they might -have to be
mercanaries flying around in the Bird of
Prey until the Federation took them
back.

Your decision to have Kirk use the
“power of the press” in STARTREK #16
was a master stroke. lt's a great feeling-
to know that our Admiral always has a
few aces up his sleeve. Regrettably, |
kind of hoped it would be Sarek’s cloutin
Starflest that would get Kirk another

ship to command, buti think youfounda

more elaborate way. Besides, seeing

Captain Styles lose his commandtoKirk
was well worth waiting for.

Richard J. Graper Jr.

Newark, DE 19711

taene

Dear Mr. Wolfman,

STAR TREK #16 was the first one-
shot issue you‘ve put out that perfectly
matches the ST “feel.” In the past, your
best stories have bsen multiparters.
Now that you have apparently hit your
stride with self-contained stories, let's
have more of them. Don‘t dispense with
your ongoing subplots, though.

The best thing about #16 was that not
a single ship's phaser was fired. Theone
thing | have disliked about DC’s STAR
TREK was the continual influx of ship-
to-ship space battles. As an aspiring
journalist myself, | was quite intrigued
by the Andorian reporter Lyndra Dean.
The prospect of the government vio-
lating the First Amendment is quite dis-
turbing to me. | fervently hope that jour-
nalists will continue to value and
respect the First Amendment.

I do, however, have a few gripes. |
hated Jim Kirk getting command of the
Excelsior. NX-2000 is unquestionably

the ugliest spaceship | havaever seenin

fact or fiction. And after two.years of
waiting to see Spock come back, we
have to lose him again. What have you
got against the man anyway? A Spock-
less TREK will have to be very special to
hold my attention. Stories about Spock
on the Surak will help, but it will not be
the same.
Peter Greer
Mo Address Given

COMING ATTRACTIONS

Next month Peter gets his wish when
we focus on the Surak and Spock. it's his
first command apart from a training
mission, so it will be interesting to see
how he manages. Written by Bob
Rozakis, itfeatures art by the usualteam
of Tom and Ricardo.

Elsawhere in the DC Universe, things
heat-up in ¥ #10 as a psychotic visitor
assassin stalks Donovan through the
warstorn streets of New York. Then
there’s our ongoing 50th anniversary
celebration. In the wake of Supergirl's
death, the heroes andvillainsteam upin
CRISIS ON INFINITE EARTHS #8 and
wage an all-out assault against the
Anti-Monitor. And the war will exact its
toll from the ranks.

Meantime, WHO'S WHO #9 gets us
through most of G, including the space-
faring Green Lanterns, the Green
Lantern Corps, and the mysterious
Guardians of the Universe. As usual.
written by Len Wein and drawn by the
top names in the business.

I'm editing another new series, de-
buting in Spacialty shops only. This is
the Iong-awaited DC CHALLENGE,
which is a round-robin comic in which
the writers try to top each other. Written
and drawn by several dozen of today's
top talents, this series is here for fun, so
don’t miss it!

Until next month and your comments
on issue 17, enjoy the end of summer
and please, keep smiling!

—Bob Greenberger

A NEW MEMBER
A NEW TOWN
A NEW LIFE
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The DC softball team, the Bullets,
kicked off the 1985 season with a pizza
party pep rally in the Production
Department one afternoon in mid-
May. It was the day of the first game of
the season and team captain Bob
Rozakis was looking forward to getting
the team out there. Unfortunately, it
rained and the game was cancelled,

“This is incredible,” said Bob. “The
major leagues play over 500 games
this year without a rainout, but we get
washed away the first day. This could
be an omen that the water shortage in
New York will be ended as long as I
keep scheduling games.”

But Bob's dismal forecast about the
weather did not come true. A week
later, the Bullets took the field against
The Nation and, despite a valiant ten-
run comeback in the last inning to tie
the game, lost it 21-20. “Not exactly
what you'd call a pitcher's duel,”
mused Bob, one of the pitchers in
question, "Still, it was good to see the
team get a lot of hits and put together a
big inning when we were down 20-
107

*

*

The Bullets is a team made up from
all parts of the DC staif with a few
freelancers and “friends of the family”
included in the mix. Not surprisingly,
it is Bob’s own Production Department
that is best represented on the team:
John Holiwski, Helen Ramirez, Helen
Vesik, and Muffy Greenough were
joined this year by fellow
productioneers Lisa Saladino and
Julia Schick. "It may look like Bob
demands that we play softball, but that
isn't the case,” said one production
person who preferred to remain
anonymous. "Mr. Nice Guy just
happens to hire people who like to
play. I think it was the first thing he
asked me when I applied for a job.”

The business end of the company is

represented by Marketing Director

Oo‘_], Guest Meanwhile.

Bruce Bristow and Director of Foreign
Rights Chantal d'Aulnis, plus Robin
Phelps, Bonnie Miller, and Linda
Robak. ("Don't talk about the number
of production people on the team,”
points out Bob. "Didn’t anybody notice
that half of Bruce's department is on
the team too?’) And Walter Wang,
owner of Comics Unlimited Ltd., one of
DC’s direct distributors, ranks as one
of our favorite “friends of the family”"
when game time rolls around.

The Editorial Department is
represented by Len Wein and Barbara
Randall, with freelancers Bob Smith,
Karl Kesel, Phil Clarke, Shawn
McManus, Ashley Tillman, and Tom
Hill adding their skills on the field as
well as contributing their writing and
art talents to our books.

Robyn McBryde, known to her
teammates as “Shake McBake,” is the
team’s co-captain. It was Robyn who
organized the pep rally, as well as last
year's Friday afternoon picnic game
against DC’s sister company,
Licensing Company of America,
"Which we won,” Robyn hastens to
pointout. "LCAisitching for a rematch
this year and we're ready for them.”

“Softball at DC is lots of fun,” says
Rozakis, “and a tradition that dates
back to 1976, when the team played a
single game against Maryel. Bob
Smith and I are the only veterans of
that year's team. Len Wein played in
that game too, but he played for them.
DC won the game, by the way.”

Theae days the team doesn't win too
many games, but it doesn't seem to
matter to the players. “We're out there
to have fun,” says Bob, “We've played
against teams that seem to care only
about having a winning record, doing
everything from rearranging their
batting order at convenient times to
blatant cheating just to win. I don't
usually bother pointing out when I
catch them doing it. If winning means
that much to them, Ifeel sorry for them.
Qur guys are out there to have a good
time and enjoy being together ... and
we do!”

Several weeks ago, I felt impelled to
join a conversation I'd overheard
between two seemingly intelligent
young ladies. It seemed that the one
that was doing the most talking
absolutely forbade her children to
read any comics; she said it was a
waste of time. The other woman simply
nodded her head in dumb assent.
Unable to restrain myself any longer, [
stepped between them and proceeded
to enlighten them on the benefits of
comic book reading.

I told them of how, while other
mothers were wondering why Johnny
couldn’t read, comicsled metoan11.4
reading level in the sixth grade. I told
them of how, while many of my peers
were joining gangs and
experimenting with drugs and
aleohel, I was building science fair
projects and assisting the school
librarians. Thig I told them, was due to
the interest in science and reading that
comics instilled in me. I told them how
comic books fired me with a love for
drawing and painting, and how this
helped me pass the entrance exam for
the High School of Art and Design. I
told them how the stories in these
comics filled me with awe and wonder,
and stirred my imagination to the point
where I enrolled in several creative
writing classes in high school and
college. I told them of the many art
awards I've won from schools, of the
stories I've had published, of the
artwork I've sold. I told them of how
comics sparked my interest in fields
like computer science, veterinary
medicine, police science, history, and
even cybernetics.

Then, as I finally left them, I looked
back over my shoulder and spoke to
them in my most solemn and wise
manner: "Everyone and everything in
life needs nourishment. Young minds
thrive, not only on textbooks and
homework, but on stimuli and
adventure. Comic books can be a
springboard for a young mind. Short
travels into these amazing and fun
worlds of fantasy, in the long run, can
help prepare [young pecple] for the
real world in which they’ll spend the
rest of their lives."”

Arnaldo Lopez Jr.
128 Ryerson Street
Brooklyn, NY 11205

ON SALE WEEK

LI ST

O Crisis on Infinite Earths 8: Death
strikes another hero as the Anti-
Monitor strikes back!

0O DC Comics Presents 87: Superman

CHECK

OF  AUGUST 1

meets the Superboy from Earth-Prime!
O Best of DC Digest 66: Superman’s
greatest team-ups, including the
Legion and Metal Men!

O Justice League of America 244: The
last JLA-JSA team-up ... ever! Plus
Infinity, Inc.!

O Fury of Firestorm 41: Harbinger
comes for Firestorm—the untold pre-
CRISIS #1 tale!

O Tales of the Teen Titans 59:
Reprinting the first New Teen Titans
story plus the little-seen digest tale!
O Blue Devil Summer Fun 1: Madame
Xanadn Man.Rat tha (Traamar tha

Phantom Stranger, Demon, games,
pin-ups, and much more!

O Vigilante 23: Marcia learns the
secret of Adrian's other life—is it too
much for her?

O Deadman 7: The rousing
conclusion to the deluxe-format
reprint series guest-starring Batman!
O The Outsiders 1: A deluxe-format,
all-new series introducing a new
member!

O Hex 3: The Conglomerate's
Chemical Entertainment Division is
for those who find post-holocaust
rasalits wpendurable!
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