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Our Mission Statement:

“Teaching God’s Word by Living God’s Love”

DECEMBER USHERS
Dave LaChance, John Ramsey, Larry
Kaufman, Randy McDonald, and Boyd
Epperson.

JANUARY USHERS
Joyce Kirk, Mary Kilburg, Carol Holtshouse, Vee
TyRee, Anne Epperson, Roxann Ramsey, Doris
Beale, Nita Nungesser, Lori LaChance, and Jeni
See.
The church office will be closed
December 25 and 26 in observance of
Office
Christmas and January 1st in observance
Closed of New Year’s. We wish you and your
family a safe and wonderful Christmas
season with many blessings for the New Year.

2020 CALENDAR
There are 2020 calendars available on the Gathering
Area Counter.
TRINITY CIRCLE
Trinity Circle will meet at the Rusty Horseshoe at
1:00 PM on Thursday, December 5th. You may call
Correina Boyce at 419-468-7485 or Ann Campbell at
419-468-3309 with your reservations.

Dorothy Vose
Walnut Hills Retirement Home
P.O. Box 129
Walnut Creek, OH 44687
Ruth Lemke
421 Mission Lane
Room 106
Franklin, OH 45005

Paul Sherman
Mansfield Place, Apt 107
1841 Middle Bellville Road
Mansfield, OH 44904
MILL CREEK
Barbara Roelle
JoAnn Marlett

MAGNOLIA TERRACE
Peg Lust and Jan Shuck

DEBORAH CIRCLE
Deborah Circle will have their Christmas Dinner
Thursday December 5th at the Rusty Horseshoe;
followed by the meeting at 7:00 p.m. at Aspen
Terrace.

AT HOME:
Bee Anderson, Kathie Miller, and Pat Keirns.

MISSION NEWS

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
We have received the following report from Sue
Irwin….Here is an interesting fact about the
Operation Christmas Child Collection drive. The
team I am on included 6 counties and our team leader’s
goal was to have 19,000 boxes packed in our territory.
The total was 19,033! Which means—Christ UMC donated
34 boxes…. and that is what put us over the 19,000 goal!
Without those boxes, the total would have been 18,999!

EYEGLASS DONATION BOX
We now have a box to drop off useable eyeglasses for the
Lions Club International. If you have a good used pair of
eyeglasses you would like to donate to help those in need,
please drop them off in the box at the Mission Center.

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE
WANTED! Have you moved in the past six months?
Have you changed your E-mail address?
Have you switched to a new cell phone number or
dropped your landline phone?
Some members of the church have requested a copy of
the pictorial directory that was made for Pastor Heather.
The Membership Committee will be willing to work on this
in the new year IF YOU WILL HELP by seeing that your
information is updated.

RightNow Media
You now have access to an extensive, new video library
called RightNow Media! It’s like the "Netflix of Video Bible
Studies" and has a HUGE library of faith-based videos that
you can access on any device that has access to the internet:
your smartphones, tablets, computers, and TV media
devices. RightNow Media is a tool that we hope will assist
you in strengthening your walk at home. There are videos for
everyone—kids, youth, parents, married couples, college
students, single adults, working professionals, retirees—all
aimed at helping you and your families grow. For those of
you who attend the Wednesday Bible Study, you can find all
of the videos and discussion guides on this site as well. This
is great in case you miss a week (or if you wanted to
participate in the study, but are unable to)!
You should have already received an official invitation email
to give you FREE access to RightNow Media as our Christmas
gift to you. If you haven't received it yet, check your spam
folder (because it came from RightNow's system, it may have
gotten caught there). If you still haven’t received it yet, it’s
because we do not have your email address! Send an email
to Pastor Heather at pastor.heather.umc@gmail.com. Once
you find the email, simply click the link, sign up for an
account, and you’re all set to explore more than 20,000
videos.

FOOD PANTRY
Items needed for the Food Pantry this
month include noodles, rice, soups,
crackers, and cereal. Also needed are
taxable items such as toilet paper, paper
towels, tissues, deodorant, and shampoo.

Pastor’s Ponderings
Happy December! This year, I am excited about many things,
besides the usual Christmas fanfare.
I’m excited to share that our church, in conjunction with Bucyrus
Woodlawn UMC (my husband, Pastor Sean’s, church) is giving you a
Christmas gift! Beginning December 1, everyone associated with
Christ UMC (members and non-members) have access to RightNow
Media, an online database of over 20,000 videos aimed at
strengthening your faith and the faith of your families at home.
More information about this is included elsewhere in this
newsletter.

Charles Miller

01

Arlene Bighouse

03

Brian Campbell

06

Joanne LaChance

10

I am also excited for our nativity show and the parade on
December 7, and our “Longest Night” Christmas service on December 22. And of course, I am excited to celebrate my first Christmas
Eve service with you on December 24! More information on these
events are included elsewhere in the newsletter. It is going to be a
very busy month!

Zach McNutt
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Barbara Roelle
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Nathaniel Scheidler
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Cynthia Davis
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Also, don’t forget to mark your calendars for January 19, 2020:
Dream Day. This is a very important day for the life of our
congregation. Following worship, you are invited to join us for
lunch and for a day of dreaming about the future of Christ United
Methodist Church. EVERYONE (members and non-members) is
encouraged to bring your ideas, hopes, and dreams for the future
of this congregation. Together, we will celebrate where we’ve
been, where we are now, and discover where God may be leading
us in the future! In the meantime, you are encouraged to pray for
this congregation and community, that God’s will is done.

Warren Dean
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Carol Holtshouse

13

Elmore Beale

18

William Olt

18

Mary Kilburg

23

Richard Cromley

26

Jill Shuck

29

It’s hard to believe, but 2019 is coming to a close. 2020 lies before
us as a blank slate, just waiting to be written! “Forget the former
things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now
it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the
wilderness and streams in the wasteland” (Isaiah 43:18-19). Our
God is making all things new!

Love,

Pastor Heather

John & Pat Fisher
08

Recipe of the Month
PUMPKIN COOKIES
Mix together 1 C. Sugar
1 C. Soft Butter

1 Egg
1 C. Canned Pumpkin

Mix: Add to above:
2 C. Flour
1 t. Cinnamon

1 t. Baking Soda
1 t. Baking Powder

Mix: 1/4 t. Salt
Add: 3/4 C. Raisins (Cook until water boils, drain)
3/4 C. Chopped Nuts
Mix all together, and drop by teaspoon on baking
sheet. Bake for about 12 minutes.
Frosting
Mix:
3 T. Butter
4 T. Milk
1/2 C Brown Sugar
Boil for 3 minutes.
Add and mix:
1 t. Vanilla
2 1/2 C. Powdered Sugar
`
Ice cooled cookies. Store in Refrigerator

The Longest Night
“It’s the Most Wonderful Time of the Year” for many, but
for some in our community, it is a very
difficult time. For those who have lost
loved ones, or who have gone through a
divorce, or lost a job, or are far away
from family, or suffer from depression
and/or other mental health issues; this
holiday season can seem very dark
indeed. If this describes you or
someone you know, you are invited
to join us on December 22 at 7:00 pm
for a special worship service. “The
Longest Night” (alternatively called
“Blue Christmas”) is a Christmas
worship service traditionally held
on or near the longest night of the
year that gives you space to grieve
your personal losses while
celebrating the Christ child:
the Light of the World that
brightens our darkest day.
Come for yourself or in
support of a loved one who
is going through a difficult time.

Christmas Eve Worship

Join us on December 24 at 7:00 pm in our
sanctuary for a celebration of Lessons and
Carols. Scenes from the Christmas story will
be read from the Bible, interspersed with
special music by our chancel choir and other
musicians. We will close our service with a candlelighting and singing of “Silent Night”.

The Memorial Gifts Committee thank these
families for thinking of the church with
their Memorials.
The family of Ronald Barnes have donated a monetary
gift to the Praise Team and the Chancel Choir to meet
needs that will aid these two organizations.
An additional monetary gift was given by the Ray
LaChance family for the Praise Team in memorial of
Steve Beale.
The Bill Campbell family donated a matching Flowering
Pear Tree for the Memorial Garden. Additional
landscaping and stone has been added to this area. The
committee wish to thank Vince McKinney for taking his
time to clean the Corner Stone in the Garden. If at any
time others wish to donate items for the Memorial
Garden please contact the Trustees.

NOTICE: Deadline has been
extended to Tuesday,
December 10th.

