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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 CHURCH EMAIL- immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net       
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  
CELL PHONE- 507-829-3901 

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who is 

or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you would 
like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, please 

contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
have an announcement for the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. 

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.



2024 Immanuel Officers & Board Members

President Steve Haase

Vice President/President Elect Lucas Bayer

Secretary Kathy Stanek

Treasurer Chris Christinson

Elders Joel McDonough, Steve Haase, Darlo Kelting, Ken Mergen

Trustees Kevin Schultz, Ben Louden, Dan Huebner

Board of Education Sherry Baker, Danielle McDonough, Markie Koepp

Board of Stewardship Keith Thorpe, Pam Sittig, Diane Schultz

Board of Evangelism & Missions June Routier, Bev Huebner, Dianna Kelting

Organists Pam Haase, Amber Bayer, Esther Huedepohl             

Pianist Sophia Louden

Church Secretary Amber Carnine                

Sunday School Opening Pastor Koepp

LWML Board  President: Pam Haase     
        Treasurer: June Routier     
                        Secretary: Dianna Kelting
 
Altar Guild  Helen Thorpe   
    June Routier  
      Danielle McDonough  
    Pam Haase   
    Pam Sittig
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There is much talk of identity and politics that are ever stirring, even more 
so today in a political cycle. People feel the need to say something about 
everything and make identities clear and known.

The Gospel of Matthew records, “13 Now when Jesus came into the 
district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 
that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, 
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, “You 
are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, 
“Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed 
this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are 
Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall 
not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:13-18)

If there is one person in the Gospels that we often like to identify with, 
at times, it would be Peter; and especially in this text. There was much 
confusion and question as to who Jesus was. Jesus asks what seems like a 
simple question, but the answer, we find was not so simple.

Who is Jesus? Or as Jesus asked it, “Who do people say the Son of Man 
is?”  This elicited a number of responses. Some thought Jesus was John 
the Baptist back from the dead. Some thought Elijah or Jeremiah or anoth-
er prophet. Many thought of Jesus as another miracle worker, or someone 
who had been given special gifts by God. They thought of Jesus as a mere 
man, but not as God in the flesh. Their confession was only half-right. 
He was man, but He was at the same time, God. This very Jesus was God 
with Us. This Jesus was not here to proclaim the way of or preach about 
the Messiah; this Jesus was the Messiah.
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Jesus then turns His question to those who had followed Him from the 
beginning; the apostles. He asks them, “Who do you say that I am?” This 
is where we want to be like Peter and respond with all gusto and correct-
ness, “You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God!”

But imitating Peter is probably not the best person to imitate. As we find 
out a few verses later, Peter doesn’t quite get it all the time either. Peter 
is fine calling Jesus the Christ, but when Jesus tells them again what the 
Christ is supposed to do, suffer, be killed and on the third day be raised, 
Peter says, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you.” It 
is this same Peter, who we want to be in our Gospel lesson for today, that 
denies Jesus, not once, not twice, but three times in one night.

So who do you say that Jesus is? Are you like Peter? Are you like the oth-
ers that Jesus asked about first? Jesus asks this same question today? Who 
do people say the Son of Man is? What are the answers? Some say Jesus 
is only a good moral life coach. He tells me how I am to live my life and 
help me live it perfectly. He coaches me to live right, so I can do the right 
things and earn my own way into heaven. Like the people in our text, the 
confession is only partly right. We should follow the example of Jesus; 
in fact Jesus says quite often that we are do the commands of God all the 
time, including taking up our crosses and following Him. The reality is 
that we cannot do it, “For the good that I want to do, I do not do, the evil 
that I do not want to do, this I keep on doing.” 

Others say Jesus is all about love, or have your heard the phrase, “God is 
Love”? While this is absolutely true, God is Love, they don’t talk about 
what the love means, or how that love is shown. We live in a culture that 
confuses forgiveness and tolerance. Tolerance is preached heavily in our 
culture, but what is tolerance? Tolerance is defined as a “permissive at-
titude toward opinions and practices that differ from one’s own.” To be 
tolerant leaves out the understanding of right and wrong. What is right for 
you may not be right for me and what is wrong for you may not be wrong 
for me. Is this the message taught by Christ? If Christ was tolerant, if that 
was His message, then why did He have to die? Why didn’t Christ just 
come down and say, “I permit you to do whatever you want to do because 
I love you all even if you opinion differs from mine”? If Christ was toler-
ant, then why did He rebuke Peter and tell him, “Get behind me Satan”?
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Forgiveness implies that something is wrong and needs to be forgiven. 
Forgiveness is about Grace. For by Grace you have been saved through 
faith, not by works, not by tolerance. Christ is about Forgiveness, He 
is Love. How does He show His love? His love is shown at the cross. 
It precisely for forgiveness that Christ came and died. It is because you 
are exactly like Peter, that Christ died for you. You do confess that He 
is the Christ, the Son of the Living God, and you also confess with your 
thoughts, your words, and your deeds that you are sinful and unclean. You 
confess that He is not always God. You try and make yourself have more 
authority and power than His Word. When you try to justify your sins, 
“Well, surely God cannot be upset about one sin.” “Well it is just a little 
sin, a least it is not a big one.” It is because you deny Christ when you fail 
to talk, live, and proclaim that His is Your God, Your Father, Your Brother, 
and that you are His Child, the object of His love. Like Peter you have 
times when you deny the true confession of who Christ really is. Like 
Peter, you are tolerant, and you live lives of tolerance, instead of lives 
filled with forgiveness.

Like Peter, you come face to face with your sin, and like Peter, you are 
brought to the foot of the cross. Like Peter, you hear the words, “Father 
forgive them.” Like Peter you here, “Take eat, this is my body given for 
you;” and “take and drink this is my blood shed for you for the forgiveness 
of your sins.” Like Peter you hear the risen Lord say, “Peace be to you!” 
Like Peter you are given the peace that passes all understanding. Like 
Peter, You are not tolerated, but you are forgiven. Yes you cannot and will 
not always do the right thing, but there is forgiveness through the blood of 
Christ. You are made right with God through the Blood of the Lamb and 
this you can draw eternal comfort as you remember your Baptism, Hear 
God’s Word and receive His gifts. Join me this month by singing with 
Peter:

Hymn ‘Built on the Rock’         LSB 645
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Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783–1872, abr.; tr. Carl Döving, 1867–
1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812–87
Text and tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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God’s Work in Latvia
A Mock Family Newsletter

May-June 2024
________________________________________

We’re in Riga!
You read that right. We’ve moved and are currently settling into our new 
place in Riga. Praise God! News came in early June that we would be 
able to move to Riga. A clear path had been found by the lawyer who has 
been helping us with our Latvian visas. The timing would be quick, as 
they wanted us to be in country before the end of the month so we could 
start on our Latvian visas before our Czech Republic visas expired. With 
that news and timeline, we quickly began our preparations to move from 
Prague to Riga. The move went very smoothly and we have been settling 
well. Our fellow missionaries in Riga have made sure of that by present-
ing us with groceries as we arrived, showing us how to use public trans-
portation, and guiding us through the city. We have stayed busy settling 
our home, working on our documentation for our visas, and exploring our 
neighborhood.

Intensive Study Week
Unfortunately, with the timeline for our move being so quick, I (Cody) 
was not able to attend Luther Academy’s Intensive Study Week. Fortu-
nately, I was able to assist in a remote capacity—albeit a much smaller 
capacity due to not being physically present. It’s not just good for the stu-
dents and theological educators to get together in person—but also for the 
IT people!

          Baptism!
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On a much more joyful note, before we left Prague, Aurélie and I were 
able to attend and be sponsors to the baptism of Benjamin Lu. Benjamin 
was born at the end of May and is the son of two of our very good friends 
from St. Michael. We were honored to be asked to be sponsors and we 
miss them dearly. This goes also for the rest of our fellow missionaries and 
church family at St. Michael, as well as all those whom we had been able 
to get to know during our nearly one-year stay in Prague. While we miss 
those we have left behind, we look forward to the relationships that God 
will provide for us here.

Language Learning Update
It has been very encouraging to be in Latvia and hear and see Latvian 
everywhere we look. We are also pleased by how much English is spo-
ken—especially since our Latvian remains wanting in many situations. 
One fun example of this is when I asked for help at a store. In Latvian, I 
asked, “Do you speak English?” and received the reply, “I’m sorry, could 
you please repeat that?”–not in Latvian but in perfect English!

Thank you so much for your prayers as we continue in the work that God 
has set before us, that the Gospel of Christ and Him crucified for the sins 
of the world may be proclaimed. Please be in prayer with us as we begin 
our time here in Latvia and continue the crucial work of securing our Lat-
vian visas.

– Cody, Aurélie, Eva and Moriah



The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
LCMS Stewardship Ministry – Newsletter Article

lcms.org/stewardship

Mercy and Grace Lead to Generosity

“Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift” (2 Cor. 9:15)! This is St. 
Paul’s exclamation upon hearing the Corinthian church’s response to 
the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ and his request for sup-
port for the church in Jerusalem. The Christians in Corinth heard and 
received God’s mercy in Christ, and they responded to St. Paul’s call 
to support Christians in Jerusalem with a collection. The Corinthians’ 
joy filled Jerusalem’s need. 

This is the reality of stewardship. Because of God’s generosity in the 
giving of His Son to die on the cross for us, we are to be generous 
with all that we receive from Him. What do we re-ceive? Everything. 
All that we are and all that we have is the Lord’s. He is the creator 
and the giver. We are His creatures and those who receive what He 
gives. 

It sounds easy. And it is. But then again it isn’t. Stewardship is easy 
because it is God’s work. Through what God gives, we give to others. 
Through what God gives, we support the work of the church for the 
life of the world. He gives; we receive. And like our generous Father 
in Heaven, we, as His children, use what He gives to us to love and 
serve others. 

But stewardship is also difficult. That is because it goes against our 
natural inclination to think that what I have is mine to do what I want 
with. This is our sinful nature. It is our selfishness and our greed. How 
can we who have been given everything — life, food, clothing, house, 
home, forgiveness, divine sonship, an eternal inheritance — be so 
stingy with what we give to the church, the place where we hear 
about and receive all that God gives us and does for us? We are all 
guilty of this kind of thinking. And the only godly response is to repent 
and trust in the Gospel. 

For if God has given you His own Son, will He not give you all things? 
Yes. He will. This is His sure and certain promise. God provides for 
His people. He provides everything we need for this body and life and 
for the life that is to come. 
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       IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
        Monthly Meeting of the Church Council

       Sunday, June 9, 2024

The regular monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on June 9th at 8:00 
AM. Present:  Pastor Koepp, Steve Haase, Keith Thorpe, Keven Schultz, Diane 
Schultz, Chris Christinson, Joel McDonough, Luke Bayer, Sherry Baker, and Di-
anna Kelting.

Steve called the meeting to order, and Pastor Koepp opened with prayer.
Steve motioned to approve the May minutes with two corrections and Chris 2nd.  
Motion carried.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS

Board of Elders:  Joel McDonough
• Continue planning and scheduling member visits.

Treasurer’s Report: Chris Christinson
• Written reports distributed.   All bills have been paid with current balances  
 reflected.
• The yearly audit was completed and submitted.

Board of Trustees: Kevin Schultz
• Contacted a tree removal company to price quote the removal of 4 trees.
• Keith and Helen Thorpe are maintaining the parking lot from weeds and in 
 voluntary grass.

Board of Evangelism:  Dianna Kelting
• The board is meeting with a local photographer in July to discuss a pictorial  
 directory.

Board of Education:  Sherry Baker
• Teachers and volunteers are ready for VBS July 15-17.  
• Confirmation classes have been scheduled. 

Board of Stewardship: Keith Thorpe
• Giving is steady with no issues to report.
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Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Koepp
• Pastor Koepp will be in St. Louis June 9-21st. Steve Hasse will lead worship   
 service June 16th.
• 1 member transferred into Immanuel from another church.
• Providing spiritual leadership to members of Immanuel church, preparing   
 weekly sermons, preaching, and conducting worship services. Leading Confir-  
 mation and Bible Study classes.
• Counseling/home visits, attending board meetings, visiting sick/shut-ins as   
 allowed and providing Communion to those who cannot attend Sunday Divine  
 service.  

Unfinished Business:  
• Awaiting a response from the company that will be creating the “Corpus of   
 Christ” for the Cross to discuss final arrangements and to submit the order.
• Voting members will discuss and vote at the July Voter’s meeting if Immanuel  
 will approve Pastor Koepp for the nomination of Circuit Visitor.
• The council is compiling a list of nominees for the 2025 boards. Elections will  
 be in October.
• S.O.S. (Substitute Organist Service) will provide music when an organist is   
 unavailable.

New Business:  None

With no other business Steve adjourned the meeting

Next Council Meeting: July 14, 2024 8:00 AM

Submitted by:            
Dianna Kelting 



We are looking for Sunday School Teachers We are looking for Sunday School Teachers 
for 2024-2025 for 2024-2025 

If interested, please speak to a member If interested, please speak to a member 
on the Board of Education on the Board of Education 

Sherry Baker, Danielle McDonough, Markie KoeppSherry Baker, Danielle McDonough, Markie Koepp


