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Clean up at Crook Horn Creek 
By Ann Richardson, Staff Writer 
If you’re planning a nature trail and inviting the community to come enjoy a beautiful track of wetlands and spectacular sunsets, the proper thing to do is make sure it’s clean and pristine when visitors arrive. With that in mind, city officials sponsored the inaugural “Clean up at Crook Horn Creek” on Sunday morning. 
“It was amazing, it was awesome,” said Drew Fasy, head of the city’s Council on Physical Fitness. Sponsoring the event with the city’s Clean Communities Program and Environmental Commission, the clean-up was tremendously successful. The area encompasses a stretch along the wetlands. It runs about three-quarters of a mile, stretching from 51st Street all the way out to the bay. 
“We went all the way to the end with the clean up, it was incredible,” said Fasy. “I was standing on the railroad tracks, looking at toward west and it was people as far as you could see. It was pretty cool. They were down on their hands and knees picking up glass. We had over 130 people out there and they got every last piece of trash out.
“We are just so excited to get this project moving forward,” he added. “Imagine how nice it’s going to be. The sunsets over the bay are beautiful. Imagine walking out to watch the sunset, docking your boat, enjoying nature. We’re envisioning a nice nature trail like you see in Linwood or Upper Township. A lot of communities have nice nature trails, Ocean City should definitely have one.”
Several times a year, city officials sponsor beach clean-ups. Last year, over 1,100 volunteers provided over 4,400 hours of service to environmental sweeps. On this cold, blustery March morning, Fasy was proud to see the community turn their focus to the wetlands, which have unfortunately become a favorite dumping ground for unscrupulous contractors, among others. 
“The area has been terribly abused. We had big hunks of concrete and wood,” he said. “There were big piles of old sod and rocks. We couldn’t believe how much stuff was out there. We filled the entire back of a truck with cans and bottles. We bagged up the trash and the city is going to haul it away. We had a great turnout, for a cold day it was impressive.”
Surrounded by beautiful beaches, state-owned park land and a vast stretch of wetlands, Mayor Sal Perillo says Ocean City is more than just a family-oriented barrier island.  Maintaining a clean environment is of utmost importance. He hopes to see more clean-up efforts in the future.
“I said from day one that the environment would be a top priority,” he said. “Our efforts have energized both the city staff and the community to make this happen. What has occurred in the past year by their effort is nothing short of amazing.” 
Initiatives for recycling, solar power, biodiesel, wind power, bike trails, clean ups and nature trails are moving forward. 
“A nature trail is planned for this area, to allow residents and visitors an opportunity to view the wetlands which make our environment so unique,” said Perillo, who donned gloves and helped pick up trash with the rest of the crowd. 
“We’re hoping when the trail is graded, we can block off auto and truck traffic out here and stop the dumping,” said Fasy. “If we can label it a nature trail, people would have more respect for it and treat it differently. We need people to respect this area, take better care of it. We want to take it up a notch.”
The area was the sight of a huge controversy last year when the city announced a plan to pave the road and build a gazebo. A Cape May County grant would have provided funding for what was commonly referred to as a “bike trail.” A group of neighbors formed an opposition group, “Friends of the Wetlands,” and complained bitterly. 
The plan has been scaled back considerably. The road will be graded, not paved, the gazebo has disappeared. 
“We want this to be positive,” said Fasy. “I think, in talking to people, there was some fear of the area becoming a tourist destination. They didn’t want a lot of trash back here.  The plan is scaled back. It’s going to be cool; they’re planning to rebuild a dock for fishing.  It’s not really a bike path, it’s a nature trail. For the most part, people are okay with it.
“The plan is to keep it simple,” said Fasy. “We figured if we could clean it up, it would encourage people to keep an eye on it. There are signs up prohibiting dumping. We are alerting people that this is a nature area. I think that with all this work that we did, people will be watching. If you see a truck back here dumping, you have to let the authorities know about it. Hopefully the city will move forward with the nature trail sooner rather than later.”
Friends of the Wetlands organization were invited to the clean up, but none showed up.
“It was a lost opportunity, how could you be against cleaning this area up?” Fasy asked.  
It didn’t much matter, there were plenty of volunteers. 
“Cornerstone Ministries was huge today,” said Fasy. “Out of 130 people, 75 came from Cornerstone. They really made it happen for us. When the clean up was over, they invited all of us back to their church for lunch. They brought coffee and donuts, lots of fruit for the volunteers. 
“There were lots of children, members of the Student Council and environmental club at Ocean City High School came to help out, students in Students Against Drunk Driving, SADD, came and volunteers from Oakcrest High Schools science club showed up. People from the civic organization 16-34 helped. People worked really hard to get a lot accomplished in a few hours.”
The city’s environmental commission, the first in the city’s history, celebrates their first anniversary on Earth Day. The nature trail will be an extension of their efforts to educate the public. 
“They love this kind of stuff,” said Fasy. “We work together with them and Clean Communities on a number of initiatives. We have mutual support. We’re planning some things for Earth Day.
“We had a good day, everyone felt really good about it,” he said. “We’d like to do more things like this. It was a good feeling, everyone went away feeling positive about our community. If you put this kind of time and effort and come away feeling good about it, the effort was worthwhile. This is just a first step in getting the nature trail ready for the public to come out and enjoy it. 
“It’s really neat,” he said.
