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Ed i tor ?s n ote 

H i fr iends, 

         The last for tn ight has witnessed 
m om entous happenings in  
contem porary h istor y .Personal ly the 
exci tem ent of m eeting M s.H aben 
Girm a, who accepted m y invi tat ion and 
gave  talks on access and the wor ld 
disabi l i ty day celebrat ions of launching 
the access to sea shore were h ighly 
sat isfying. 

  Cyclone Vardha incapaci tated l i fe in  
Chennai and brought for th the urgency 
to tweak  the disaster  m anagem ent to 
m eet the needs of people with 
disabi l i t ies.   The passage of the RPW D 
BILL, 2014 in  less than a m inute in  both 
the houses, cheered by som e and 
cr i t icized by som e has created enough 
confusion am ong the disabled. The 
com ing days wi l l  throw m ore l ight on 
th is. 

This issue features excerpts fr om  
H aben's in ter view , inclusion str ategies 
fr om  an exper t and a un ique inclusion 
event which is blazing i ts way in to the 
hear ts . 

H appy reading, 

Regards 

Bhavna Botta 

Educat i on  i s a r i gh t , w h i ch  pol i cy do you  th i n k  has 
been  ef fect i ve i n  i m pl em en t i n g th i s 

I t  is hard to pinpoint to one pol icy which has been m ore 
effect ive. Inclusion happens in  the com m unity.There 
has to be m ul t iple people work ing on i t . Som e people 
work ing in  sciences to m ake i t  accessible while 
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Fr om  the H ear t  

H aben Girm a ,an in ternat ional ly acclaim ed 
accessibi l i ty leader  , was on a visi t  to Chennai and 
del ivered talks on Access.The f i r st  Deafbl ind person to 
graduate fr om  H arvard Law School , H aben cham pions 
equal  access to in form ation for  people with disabi l i t ies. 
She has been honored by President Barack  Obam a, 
President Bi l l  Cl in ton, and m any others. 

The excerpts of an interview with her

Com m un i cat i on  an d  i n for m at i on  has to be m ade 
accessi bl e to al l -how  i s the si tuat i on  i n  you r  
coun t r y  

I t?s tr ue that in form ation and com m unicat ion m ust be 
m ade accessible. W e are work ing towards i t  by 
teaching and tr ain ing people to develop program m es, 
technologies that are accessible .Posi t ive stor ies of 
disabi l i ty, can help in  th is ,
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som e people work ing in  ar ts to m ake i t  accessible, 
som e people work ing in  physical  education to m ake 
i t  accessible.  I t  is m ul t iple pol icies and laws  work ing 
together   

Di scr i m i n at i on  i s a cause for  m en tal  heal th  
i ssues, do you  sue the ser v i ce pr ov i der s on  th i s 
gr oun d  an d  do they fal l  i n  l i n e 

There are lawyers who work  on access issues , there 
are others who work  on these em otional  issues. 
Personal ly I  bel ieve in  f ixing the bar r ier s to access. 

 W hose w or k  i s i t  to pr ov i de Job 
accom m odat i on s? 

I t  is em ployers work  to provide the accom m odations. 
I t  is as sim ple as that 

Tel l  us abou t  an  i m pact i n g case w h i ch  you  
han d l ed  as a l aw yer  

Dur ing m y t im e, the biggest case was the digi tal  
l ibrar y case. This was not accessible to bl ind readers. 
So we sued the l ibrar y and got them  to change their  
websi te and works accessible. 

I t  is a success as they are work ing on i t . 

Con sum er  r i gh ts ar e uphel d  i n  you r  coun t r y, w hat  
abou t  the con sum er  r i gh ts of  peopl e w i th  
d i sabi l i t i es 

 There are advocates who ensure that products and 
services are accessible. There are advocates who are 
teaching and tr ain ing people to m ake th ings 
accessible. 

There are others who test, whi le others who sue. 
There is a lot of work  involved in  the m ak ing th ings 
accessible. 

watch the video on -https:/ /web.facebook .com /

ConnectSpecial -237985419908836/

Lots of  Fun  w i th  Si gn Bee 

         A unique method of inclusion which 
not only removes stigma around disability 
but also develops a skill and a positive 
attitude .That?s Sign Bee.   

 Gen esi s  -

           In  late 2014, IEEE - Bangalore (par t  of 
a global  non-profi t  body of EE Engineer ing 
Professionals), establ ished a 'Special  
In terest Group on Com m unicat ions 
Disabi l i ty? with technologists, Cl in icians, 
Pr im ary care givers & end-users. This 
group was char tered to develop standards 
and technologies for  'Enabl ing Abi l i ty in  
Disabi l i ty?. 

            The group star ted del iberat ing on 
var ious gaps in  technologies required to 
al leviate the day-to-day l iving of people 
with Com m unicat ions Disabi l i t ies l ike 
Speech & H ear ing Im pairm ents, Visual  
im pairm ent, Neurodegenerat ive disorders 
l ike Cerebral  Palsy, Aut ism , etc. I t  was 
decided to conduct per iodic W orkshops, 
Events & Standardizat ion act ivi t ies that 
can br ing var ious stakeholders to a 
com m on platform  and enable 
developm ent of technologies and 
solut ions for  the di fferent ly-abled. 

            H owever , along with these act ivi t ies, 
a need was fel t  to r aise the levels of 
awareness and inclusiveness in  the 
society about the needs of the 
di fferent ly-abled. SignBee Contest was a 
resul t  of th is need.
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W hat is SignBee 

I t  is a National  Level  Com peti t ion for  School  
Chi ldren who have no known Speech & 
H ear ing disabi l i ty and have learnt or  are 
wi l l ing to learn Basic Sign Language The key 
object ives of the contest are 

     I .  Teach and tr ain  School  students on Sign 
Language so that they can help in  
com m unicat ing with persons with hear ing 
im pairm ents and also with their  im m ediate 
fam i ly m em bers who m ay suffer  hear ing loss 
in  later  years (ex: Grandparents, Elder ly in  the 
society ) 

   I I .     Lead to an inclusive society so that the 
persons with hear ing im pairm ents are not 
st igm atised 

  I I I .  Scale up the avai labi l i ty of m anpower  for  
'Sign Language In terpreter s' to aid 
Governm ent In i t iat ives (ex: Accessible India, 
Indian Sign Language Research Centre) 

 IV.  Provide a forum  to create and innovate in  
Assist ive Technologies (ex: Gesture 
recognit ion, Apps, M obi le tech) The SignBee 
Contest was a big success in  i ts Inaugural  
edi t ion in  2015 and on request fr om  Schools 
and Parents scaled up fur ther  to 'Spel l  Bee' 
contest. 

This year , the SignBee Qual i f ier s were held in  
3 ci t ies viz. Tr ivandrum , Coim batore & 
Bangalore. The tr ain ing for  the Qual i f ier s 
were ably suppor ted by pioneer ing 
inst i tut ions l ike NISH , SRCISH , AIISH * and by 
forward-look ing inst i tut ions l ike Coim batore 
Distr ict  Librar y & Noida Deaf Society. 

Chi ldren selected fr om  each of these centres 

were then invi ted to par t icipate in  the SignBee 
2016 Finals held on 03rd Decem ber  (W or ld 
Disabi l i ty Day) at Visvesvaraya Industr ial  & 
Technological  M useum , Bangalore. The 
success of th is inclusive event was reflected 
in  the Finals, which was a wel l -contested 
event   and had Ties for  the Top 2 Pr izes!!

 *NISH  - National  Insi tute for  Speech and H ear ing, Tr ivandrum , 

 SRCISH  - Dr. S. R.Chandrasekhar  Inst i tute of Speech and H ear ing, 
Bengaluru, 

AIISH  - Al l  India Inst i tute of Speech and H ear ing, M ysuru 

www.signbee.org 

Connect  Special congrat ulat es t he 
w inners-

1st  Pr ize Winners : Bhadra P Varma, 
Meenakshy Sudheer (both from TVM) 

2nd Pr ize Winners : Deepit Patil (BLR), M. 
Athira (CBE) 

3rd Pr ize Winner     : Spoorthi K.S 
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I N CLUSI ON  STRUGGLES  AN D 
STRATEGI ES FOR SUCCESS
                                                                                                                                              
M r s. Su jatha Sr i r am  

  

W hat  ar e the Chal l en ges faced  i n  
i n cl ud i n g ch i l d r en  w i th  d i sabi l i t i es? 

There are issues at every step- att i tude, 
percept ion, m yth about the condit ions, lack  of 
awareness about the inclusion process and 
acceptance fr om  teachers get com pounded 
by inaccessible physical  str uctures. 

Fai lure to desensi t ize the teachers and peers 
about the chi ldren with special  needs, lack  of 
counsel ing to handle adolescent behavior s, 
there are m any chal lenges but none which 
cannot be solved.  

Ar e ther e an y chal l en ges f r om  other  
par en ts an d  f r om  studen ts w i thou t  
d i sabi l i t i es? 

Yes the att i tude of som e parents of non 
disabled k ids is wor r ying .they don?t want 
their  chi ldren not to m ingle with k ids with 
disabi l i ty, im itat ion is the reason being given 

In  som e cases there is peer  bul lying is seen 
par t icular ly wi th students having Learn ing 
Disabi l i ty 

I s the school  m an agem en t  posi t i ve 
tow ar ds i n cl usi on ? The f i r st  r esistance is to 
al ter  the str uctural  envir onm ent of the 
school  to accom m odate a student wi th 
physical  disabi l i ty; som e are even charging 
h igher  fees .There is unwi l l ingness to take 

the ownership of the student even after  years. 
Unwi l l ingness to get one teacher  tr ained 
towards inclusive teaching, in  som e schools 
the rat io is not being m aintained fr om  the 
M anagem ent side, which is actual ly 
burdening teachers. 

H ow  abou t  teacher s? 

I t  is a tough gam e with teachers who have 
tr adi t ional  thought process. There needs to be 
a shi ft . Also m any are unaware of Di fferent ial  
Al ternate Strategy needed .Also very l i t t le 
work  is done on in ter face between the 
teachers, Parents and Resource Network . 
Som e teachers are reluctant in  tak ing the 
responsibi l i ty fr om  the resource teachers to 
prepare the Al ternate Quest ion papers and 
Coordinat ion of Assessm ents .Another  area of 
wor r y is lack  of openness in  inclusive 
extracur r icular  act ivi t ies. 

Tel l  us w i th  you r  exper i en ce som e 
st r ategi es for  Success 

o   The chi ld should be assessed to know the 
cur rent per form ance level  tak ing in to 
account their  m ul t iple in tel l igences and 
learn ing styles 

 o   Chi ldren should be placed in  the age 
appropr iate grade level  or  m axim um  one or  2 
grade levels lower  to avoid bul lying

  o   Adm issions in i t ial ly for  hal f day for  better  
sett l ing in  a larger  group and space to 
cont inue their  therapy services. Par t ial  
Inclusion ? Li t t le step towards sm ooth 
tr ansi t ion towards Inclusion

 o   H ave the student plan at the t im e of 
adm ission addressing al l  r elevant areas of 
in ter vent ion
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o   Jott ing down IEP cater ing to the cur r iculum  
of the school . Ensur ing the chi ld is able to 
par t icipate in  the school  cur r iculum  with 
r espect to exam s, assignm ents. Paral lel  
work ing the rem edial  com ponent fr om  the 
cur r iculum  to br ing success in  per form ance.  
This helps in  boost ing the confidence of the 
chi ld and also m akes the school /  Parent 
bel ieve that the chi ld can per form . 

o   Ensure avai labi l i ty of Aids and Adaptat ions 
wherever  r equired 

 W hat  i s you r  adv i ce to a teacher  ?

 The teacher  is the person handl ing the 
student so they 

o   should ask  for  r egular  once a term  tr ain ing 
to or ient about the condit ions, the faci l i t ies 
avai lable for  student wi th special  needs.  o   
Fol low al ternate teaching m ethodology so 
that the whole class benefi ts and not  just 
student wi th special  needs

. o   Rem em ber  Physical  l i teracy program  /  
spor ts  is a Step to learn social  sk i l ls for  
chi ldren with special  needs and norm al  k ids

 o   Structur ing the envir onm ent based on the 
needs of chi ldren. (e,g) Seating , breaks, t im e 
tabl ing, l ight ing , noise and distr act ion levels 

o   Anectodal  Records to m onitor  Behavioural  
outbursts (note to parents) wi l l  help  to keep 
the therapists posted about the happenings in  
the class. 

o   Peer  learn ing  and peer  buddy to assist the 
chi ld dur ing tr ansi t ions and faci l i tate 
com m unicat ion in  the class 

o   To take help fr om  Parent suppor t groups 
and Volunteers fr om  Com m unity as scr ibes 
dur ing  Exam s, co cur r icular  act ivi t ies l ike 

spor ts day, annual  day and any out ings fr om  
the school  

o   Usage of Al ternat ive Augm entat ive 
Com m unicat ion (AAC) for  academ ics and 
social  in teract ions encom passing total  
com m unicat ion. 

o   Regular  suppor t services fr om  NGO or  
r esource person to ensure the ?continuum  of 
services?.

 M rs. Sujatha Sr ir am   is a 
Consul tant-special  
education/ counselor  .She
 has im m ense work
 exper ience in   inclusion.

For  suggest ions,reviews & 
subscr ipt ion

botta.bhavna@gm ail .com

www.connectspecial .com

Talk  on Access by Haben Girm a 


