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IMPORTANT DATES
Delta Informal Gardeners
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
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Board Meetings are held
on the first Tuesday, (after
the first Monday,) of each
month in the Fireside Room.

LIBERTY HIGH SCHOOL
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Propagation Workshop
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We meet on the fourth
Monday of each month,
7:30 p.m. at the Brentwood
Community Methodist
Church, 809 Second Street
in Brentwood.

Saturday, February 8, 1–3 pm
Bring your Trowel
and Good Cheer
Wolfe Ranch, Creek Rd.

ET

General Meetings

DIG meets on the fourth Monday of each month
7:30 p.m. at the Brentwood Community Methodist Church 809 Second Street in Brentwood.

January 27
February 24
March 24
April 28

Board Meetings
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Happy New Year!
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Happy New Year! There are a lot of new things at DIG this
year: a new editor and format for The Weeder, and Me, a
new president. I hope you’ll all have patience with us as
we try new things.
For those of you who don’t know me well, you may be interested in
knowing why I joined DIG all those years ago. I used to belong to the
“Plant of the Week” Club; as in what plant can I kill this week. I would
come home from the store with a new plant and my husband would ask,
“How long do you think that one will live?” I am happy to say I am no
longer an active member of that club, even though I still have to compost
a few plants each year (it’s not always my fault!). I have learned a lot from
the other members of DIG and hope you will too.
It should be an interesting year with all this weird weather and lack of
rain. Hopefully our gardens will survive and prosper.

2014 DIG BOARD MEMBERS

February 4
March 4
April 8

President....................Robin Choate

Publicity.....................Leslie Servin

VP Programs..............Connie Miller

Scholarships...............Marlys Carlisle

Secretary....................Ginger Guider

Field Trips..................Open

2014 Annual Perennial
Plant Sale

Treasurer....................Mike Wong

Website.....................Lori Mayo

Membership..............Chris Artz

Facebook...................John Case

May 10

Hospitality.................Open

BANC Rep/Past Pres....Debbie Auer

Plant Mgr........................ Steve Hendrickson

Founder/Garments....Pat Moore

Weeder......................Lori Mayo

Founder.....................Martin Tucker

Delta Informal
Gardeners encourages
gardening through
education and
beautification of
the community
DIG

Roster & Weeder.......Carolee James

We are still looking for volunteers to head up our hospitality and field
trips. If you are interested or know someone who might be, please let
Robin Choate know.
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Please make checks payable to DIG.
(PLEASE CIRCLE ONE)

Family Membership....................$20
Individual Membership...............$15
Please fill out the membership form
and mail it along with your dues to
the address above. You may also
bring your form and dues to the
next general meeting.
DIG Membership
PO Box 66
Brentwood, CA 94513
ATTN: Chris Artz

Please check this box if you do not have an email address.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE LIST YOUR AREA(S) OF GARDENING INTEREST OR EXPERTISE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
PHONE
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY
STATE
ZIP
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
NAME

DIG

NORTHERN
CALIFORNIA
CAMELLIA SHOW
AND PLANT SALE
Saturday February 8, 2014
Public Viewing 12:30 p.m.
to 4:00 p.m.
First Baptist Church,
2336 Buena Vista Avenue
We will have Camellias
and Camellia Azaleas from
Nuccio’s Nursery for sale at
the show.
If you would like to place
a bloom into the show
please have it in place
by 9:00 a.m.
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JANUARY 27 GENERAL MEETING
LULU KELLY ON GARDEN PESTS
The speaker for the January meeting will be Ms. Lulu Kelly. Lulu has
been a speaker at previous DIG meetings and her programs have always
been interesting and informative. Lulu will discuss plant pest problems
that gardeners must deal with. She will also discuss the County’s local
trapping program. Lulu is currently employed by the East County
Agriculture Department. Some members may remember her working at
Dell’s Nursery in Brentwood.
Members may bring problem plant material for Lulu to assess. As always,
questions are welcomed.
Back by popular demand….The February 24th meeting will be our
garden auction. So start your spring cleaning early. Each member is
requested to bring garden or kitchen related items to be auctioned. It is
great fun and we all go home with new treasures.

SHARE YOUR SPECIALTY
Do you have a gardening specialty? Would you be willing to answer
questions and help solve problems regarding that gardening specialty
with other DIG members on a one on one basis?
If you answered yes to the above two questions then we would like to
have your name and your gardening specialty. We will be adding a page
to the 2014 roster listing members with their specialty[ies], telephone
number and email address.
Please send your information to Carolee James at: cvjames88@att.net
or call Carolee at 925-392-8001. The deadline for information to be in
the roster is February 15, 2014.

GARDENING WITH GRASSES

A garden was one of the
few things in prison that
one could control. To plant a
seed, watch it grow, to tend
it and then harvest it, offered
a simple but enduring
satisfaction. The sense of
being the custodian of this
small patch of earth offered
a small taste of freedom.”
Nelson Mandela,
Long Walk to Freedom, 1994

JANUARY 2014

Many gardeners think of grasses as “those plants in meadows and fields”.
They seldom choose to add grasses, especially native bunch grasses, to
their gardens. Grasses add a subtle touch to gardens and may be used to
unify garden sections. They also add interest and texture. Native bunch
grasses fall into two categories: warm season [pruned in late fall] and cool
season [pruned in late spring].
Deergrass (Muhlenbergia rigens) is a warm season grass. Deergrass is a
fast growing bunchgrass that due to its mature size (4 to 5 feet wide with 2
to 3 feet tall inflorescences (flower stalks) is best suited to a large garden.
Deergrass stays green all summer long and its beige fall and winter color
add a subtle hue to the landscape. Deergrass prefers full sun and some
summer water, however, once established it is drought tolerant.
Idaho fescue (Festuca Idahoensis ‘Siskiyou Blue’) is a cool season grass that
stays small and would be ideal for the smaller suburban garden. Silver-blue
in color it makes a nice contrast to the green leafed plants in the garden.
Idaho fescue will work in a rock garden or planted close to a walkway
where it can spill on to the path to soften the edges. This grass will grow in
sun or shade and needs to be moist with good drainage to look its best.
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MEMBERSHIP
Welcome to our newest members, Ann Murray and Mary Bronzan. We
look forward to getting to know you at our meetings and propagation
workshops. You won’t believe how much fun we have at our “workshops!”
These two newest members have brought our total membership up to 74.
Annual dues were due January 1st, so if you have not yet paid for 2014,
please write a check to DIG—$15 for an individual, $20 for a family—
and bring it to the next meeting. Or, send your check to Delta Informal
Gardeners, Attn: Chris Artz, P.O. Box 66, Brentwood, CA. If you have any
questions about your status, please call Chris Artz at 925-757-4768.

COMING SOON—2014 DIG MEMBER ROSTER
The 2014 Delta Informal Gardeners member roster will be published in March
2014. To be included in the roster you must be a paid member of DIG.
The deadline for paying your dues and being listed in the roster is February 24,
2014. You may pay your dues at the January or February meeting, or mail to:
Delta Informal Gardeners
Attn: Chris Artz, P.O. Box 66, Brentwood, CA

DIG BOARD MEETING JANUARY 7, 2014
Robin Choate, our new president, called to order the first Board meeting of the year.
REPORTS:
•	Programs, Connie Miller—The Jan. meeting will be about Garden pests and
the February meeting will be a garden related auction.
•	Treasurer, Mike Wong—A handout of the latest finances was distributed to
Board members
•	Publicity, Leslie Servin—Emails for more newspapers have been found which
will expand the clientele base for the plant sale.
•	Field Trips, Martin Tucker—A field trip coordinator is needed. Martin can pass
all of his information to a new volunteer—anyone interested? A suggestion was
made that we plan two major field trips a year instead of multiple small ones.
•	Weeder, Lori Mayo—Lori will be taking over the responsibility of the Weeder
with the help of Carolee James. Carolee will also be maintaining our roster which
will be available at the end of March.
•	Plant Mgr., Steve Hendrickson—Steve has moved some plants to the nursery
at Wolfe Ranch. The native plants have fared well. He and Paul will be making
repairs to the carts. February 8th is planned for the first spring propagation
workshop.
NEW BUSINESS:
•	A motion was made and passed to make the Wolfe family honoree members of DIG.
OLD BUSINESS:
•	Four donations in the amount of $250 each were voted on and passed and
will go to the Brentwood Community Chest, Shepherd’s Gate, Lindsay Wildlife
Museum and the Food Bank of Contra Costa and Solano Counties.
•	Robin presented a brochure by the City of Brentwood for their program of
donating funds for a tree or bench (each includes a plaque). Due to the costs
and other questions raised, Robin will do further research into this program.
•	A hospitality person is needed for our monthly meetings— please consider
volunteering.
JANUARY 2014
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WEEDER
DISTRIBUTION
Currently the monthly
DIG newsletter is sent to
members by either email
or U.S. mail. We would like
to ask that those members
receiving the newsletter by
mail think about changing
to email.
While we understand
the need for members
that don’t have home
computers to get their
Weeder by mail, those
members with computers
are encouraged to switch
to email. Once the Weeder
arrives in your email, the
PDF file allows you to
enlarge the type for easier
reading. And if you want a
hard copy of the Weeder,
you can print the pages on
your printer.
Please consider this request
as a way to reduce costs
and time for the mailing
process. When you choose
to change to email please
send your name and email
address to either:
Lori Mayo at:
lori@mayodesign.net
or Carolee James at:
cvjames88@att.net
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