
 

 

 

 

Presidents message -OCTOBER 2014 

Buona sera, 

 

Fall is now upon us, finally the hot weather will soon be gone and hopefully the rain will come. 

September was a very busy month for us with the Chico Palio, the Concourse Car show, and Golf Classic, 

 

Several of our members joined us at the Chico Palio in Bidwell park, we cooked Italian sausage, hot dogs, meatball sandwiches 

along with Pizza. We ran a grape stomping booth and all the money raised went to the Chico Arts. Much thanks goes to Yvette 

Sanfilippo for organizing the event and all the members for their hard work all day. 

 

The party at Olive A Sudden with the olive oils and balsamic vinegar tasting turned out great, about 25 members and friends had 

a very nice time. 

 

Our 16th Annual Sons of Italy Western Golf Classic held on September 29th turned out great. over 80 golfers and 125 people for 

dinner. We are still in the collecting money mode but we should be close to what we made last year. Thank you to Laurie Smith 

for running the check in and Don Smith for working the gift collection and running the 50/50 closest to the hole. 

 

By the time you read this, we will have had our party at Bertagna's Winery on Hegan lane. Our next function will be at Sicilian 

Café in November. You will want to make sure you make this one. Time and Date will be announced at the general meeting in 

October. 

 

I want to congratulate and welcome our new members Susanna Roselli, Brandon Stokes, Tiffany Capuano, Ginger Barbero and 

Luigi Martone. It is a pleasure knowing you and I am sure you will enjoy your new lodge. 

 

You all know about the fire that devastated the town of Weed. One of our oldest Sons of Italy lodges is in this town. Although the 

fire did not burn the lodge, five members of the lodge's homes were destroyed along with all their valuables. 

In the spirit of our founders of Sons of Italy, Vincenzo Bellini Lodge in Chico will be making a donation to the Weed lodge. 

We will discuss this at our general meeting. All lodges in California were sent a memo from our State president asking for all to 

help. 

 

Elections for new officers, Trustees and Delegates for the term 2015 and 2016, will take place this November. We will start 

asking for nominations at the , October and November meetings. All positions are available including president. If anyone is 

interested in being part of the officers board, please contact any one of the officers or trustees and let them know you are 

interested. I will more than happy to explain any one of the positions. 

 

 

Will see you all at our regular meeting on Thursday October 16th. 

 

 
Rispettosamente 

President Michael Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

       
 

 

OSIA Mission:  

To serve as the leading organizational voice on behalf of the cultural, social, political 

and economic issues of importance to Americans of Italian heritage. 



 

 

 

  

 

Buon Compleanno 

SAL AIELLO  

 

SHARON BASS 

 

KEN MACKEY  

 

JEAN PRATO 

 

RONALD RICCI  

 

ELMER SILVERA  

 

DYLAN SMITH  

 

SOPHIA TAYLOR  

 

 

 

  

 

Oct.  Dine- out  

Call Cathy for info  

October Birthdays 

Officers Meeting 2
nd

 
 

Bertagna Wine Tasting 5
th
 2-5pm 

Reg. meeting 16
th
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sons of Italy Bellini Lodge #2519 

Meeting Minutes 

September 18, 2014 

 

 

Opening:  President Michael Smith opened the meeting at 7:15p.m. 

     Buona sera, spero che tutto va bene. 

     Good evening, I hope everyone is well.  

 

Chaplain: Ellie Azzarito ï opening. 

 

Roll Call of Officers:  Absent were:  Ex-President Elmer Silvera, Historian MaryAnn Silvera, 

       Trustee Sal Aiello & RoseAnne Chiracosta. 

 

Welcome Guests:  Nate & Kim Hurst (owners of Italian Ice), Gina Paiera and Karen Seeno. 

 

New applications for members. None. 

 

Meeting Minutes:  Minutes are published in the Bellini Monthly Newsletter.  A copy of them are 

           available on line for anyone to review.  Hearing no changes, the minutes are 

           approved. 

 

Payments: 

 Financial report ï Debbie Rossi 

    Paid raffle, Palio, ½ year scholarship $250 for Isabella. 

    Checks will be given to Michael for the Golf Tournament. 

 Treasurer report-   Franco DiLorenzo 

    Checking account & CD balances were read. 

 

Initiation of new members:  President Michael Smith & State Deputy Jim Lamana will be doing 

      the ceremony. 

 

 New Members:  Susanna Roselli, Brandon Stokes, Tiffany Capuano, Ginger Barbero and 

     Luigi Martone.  A warm welcome to all of you! 

 

Communications: Grand Council Gala in Sacramento September 20
th
. 

   Ida Romanazzi, Past First Lady passed away on Tuesday Sept. 9
th
. 

   Michael's Mom turned 87. 

   Michael has a new grandbaby boy (in Texas) which makes 7 grandchildren! 

   Michael's daughter Michelle is newly engaged. 

   Roseanne Chiracosta will be having back surgery in S.F. 

   MaryAnne Silvera fell again and broke her hip. 

   Reno Ricci has not had surgery yet. 

   Rita is on the mend with her foot. 

   Sharri Blair pulled both her hamstrings bowling and is recovering. 

   Rita is back to work. 

   Received the Sacramento Newsletter. 

    

 

Letter from San Mateo Lodge's Columbus Day celebration Dinner/Dance our Queen Isabella, Honoree 

Maria Fassio Pignati. They are looking looking for advertisers in their Program Book. Letter from the 

Grand Lodge informing us that our Nat'l Fourth Vice President and past State President Vera Girolami had 

knee surgery and is doing well. 

    

November nominations start tonight.  In January, the new Officers will take over. 

Nominations of New Officers for 2014/2015.  First Announcement: 



 

 

 

 

 President:   Gary Smith   declined 

 Vice President:                Steve Soldavini 

 Recording Secretary:  Yvette Sanfilippo 

 Financial Secretary  Debbie Rossi 

     Don Smith 

 Treasurer   Franco DiLorenzo  yes 

 Orator    John Jefsen   no 

     Rocky Santulli    

     Joe Azzarito    no 

 Mistress/Master of  No nominations 

  Ceremonies 

 Guard    None 

 Trustees   Gaylene DiLorenzo  yes 

     Cathy Lucido   yes 

     Georgia Scotella   yes 

     Joe Azzarito   yes 

     Ellie Azzarito   yes 

 

 

 

Golf Classic:  The Golf Classic is ten days away.  We need volunteers to help out on Monday 

from 12:00 noon to 5:00 p.m.  See Michael.  Monday the 22
nd

 is the last day to get names in for dinner and 

Golf. 

 

Membership Committee: 

   The next social will be at Olive-a-Sudden on East Ave. in the Safeway shopping 

center,Wednesday night September 24th at 6:00p.m.  Bring your own beverage & appetizer to share. 

 

   Sunday October 5
th
 will be the next social to be held at Bertagna's Winery at 

2:00 p.m. for Wine Tasting.  Bring a appetizer to share.  There is an outside 

area with lawn and picnic area.  This is a family event, children are invited. 

 

Chico Palio:  Yvette Sanfilippo 

 

The Chico Palio was held on Saturday September 6 at the One Mile Area. The event was small, the 

numbers were down due to funding cuts to the Arts,  there are two groups now and one group was holding 

a fundraiser elsewhere on the same day.  Debra Lucero is going to target Chico State to participate next 

year.  Including the Fraternities and Sororities will increase the number of attendees next year.  At the next 

officer meeting, we will discuss the Palio and see what our participation will be next year, what changes we 

can make and ideas we can give to Debra Lucero, the Palio Chairperson.  Thank you again to everyone who 

helped. If any of you who volunteered at the event have any thoughts/comments/ideas, please let me 

know:bellayvettechico@yahoo.com, or call: 519-2974.  Thank you! 

 

Culture:  Frank Scotella is our speaker tonight.  You have to be in attendance to hear our speakers 

intriguing life stories.  Don't miss out each month! 

 

Raffle: 
                        $100 Raffle Tickets: Stella had to resign from this task as she is taking care of Reno. Debbie 

Rossi has volunteered to take it over. 

  Wish you were here raffle: Dylan Smith.  Unfortunately, not present.  

 

Dine Out:  Cathy Lucido. 

        There will not be a dine out since it is so close to the Golf Tournament & Dinner. 

 

New Business: 

mailto:bellayvettechico@yahoo.com


 

 

 

         Michael Smith:  He attended the Paradiso Lodge meeting Tuesday to present the 

              Bocce Ball Trophy.  We need to form 2 teams of four people. 

    See Michael if you are interested. 

 

  Rocky Santulli:  Rocky proposed that we donate $100 to Ileone, Jeannie 2
nd

, voted on by 

the Order, and passed. 

 

  John Jefsen:  Think Spaghetti Feed, April 12
th
!!!  

   

  Need to plan when to present James Taylor with his 25 year pin. 

 

  Dinner Dance:  planning is ongoing.  It was suggested to dedicate this one to 

   Pete Merlo's 100
th
 Birthday.  Butte Creek Country Club is asking $500. 

   Michelle will look into Canyon Oaks, as she now has a family connection. 

   Rocky said we could get one of the rooms at the Elks for less than $500. 

 

  Bocce Ball:  Oct. 4
th
 there is a tournament in Redding at the Big League Dreams 

   $100/team. 

 

Good of the Order: 

 

 State Deputy for Shasta Lodge, Elmer Silvera.  Absent. 

 

 State Deputy for Paradiso Lodge, Sal Aiello.  Absent. 

 

  

State Deputy for Shasta Lodge, Jim Lamana: 

 

Jim welcomed all of our new members and hopes that they work with everyone so they  get to know us. 

He enjoyed how Michael ran the meeting.  He will call Jim Nobli and let him know our application from 

Don Smith is on it's way for the Bocce tournament. Shasta will be finishing up with the Air Show, so he 

can't attend the Golf Tournament but wishes us the best.  They are hosting the Flight Deck (the last 15 

years) at $125pp. Jim noted that our New Membership Program is working, as we have 5 new members. 

As always, keep up the good work.  What a story from Frank about how he got here! His wife Tina was 

present, even though she's very busy with her Sorority project.  We're all getting ready for nominations, and 

Shasta has 4 on council that will not be running again.  It should be interesting.  Have a great week, thank 

you for having me here and God Bless!  - Jim. 

Someone asked about the Fires and how they've affected Weed.   Jim responded that the Weed fire was 

very devastating.  Angelo Valley was hit the hardest, the mill area. The Catholic Church burned down, it 

was 100 years old.  As Jim drove by he saw the steeple sitting on the ground which brings tears to the eyes.  

He doesn't know yet how many Sons of Italy members the fire may have affected.  Visitor Kin  noted 

that they were in need of extra silverware, rubber boots, work gloves and masks. She has family there, so 

she knows there needs.  Jim said that the Redding Newspaper was accepting donations.  God Bless you all, 

and thank you.  - Jim 

 

Chaplain: Ellie Azzarito- closing 

 

Meeting adjourned: By President Michael Smith at 8:20p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted by:  Recording Secretary Yvette Sanfilippo 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

   


